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A few days ago I was driving around Madison with my driver side
window rolled down and playing a Garth Brook’s tune, The River. The
song is a wonderful metaphor of life. We are like ships upon the river,
sometimes at the mercy of the stream and sometimes in control of the
ship – but always on a great adventure. I was struck especially by the
second verse:
Too many times we stand around and watch the waters slip away
‘Till what we put off ’till tomorrow has now become today,
Now don’t you sit upon the shore friend and say you’re satisfied.
Choose to chance the rapids and dare to dance the tide.
And I will sail my vessel ‘till the river runs dry,
Like a bird upon the wind, these waters are my sky.
I’ll never reach my destination if I never try,
I will sail my vessel ‘till the river runs dry.
I replayed the verse several times and reflected on our human
condition. How often we move from day to day living the “ordinary”
events of life, taking care of the usual business, simply surviving the
stresses at hand – and never once dare to dream the great dream? We sit
upon the shore and say we’re satisfied when in fact there could be so much
more to life, so many great dreams to dream, and so many adventurous
rapids to navigate. We forget that this life has an end, that it doesn’t go
on forever and that sooner or later the river runs dry.
message continues on page 2
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Office and Contact Information
Phone..................................... 608-222-3833
Office Email
.............. ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Office Correspondence Drop Box
.............. outside the main front entrance
Website ..................... messiahchurch.com
Office Hours ................ Monday - Friday
......................................... 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Pastor ............................ Jeff Vanden Heuvel

.................... pastorjeff@messiahchurch.com

Visitation Pastor ............ Mark Petersen
................ pastormark@messiahchurch.com

Business Manager.................. Tim Coulthart

...............................timc@messiahchurch.com

Executive Ministry Assistant

…………………………………….….…..Judy Armelin
.................. ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Coordinator of Worship and Music

.....................................................................Clyde Nyhus
........................... music@messiahchurch.com

Coordinator of Children’s and
Family Ministry & Ministry Support
Coordinator .................... Elizabeth Crummy

.......... familyministry@messiahchurch.com

Coordinator of Youth and
Family Ministry.................. Teresa Palumbo

............................youth@messiahchurch.com

Coordinator of Senior Adult Ministry

..........................................................Keith Schlesinger
.............................. SAM@messiahchurch.com

Facilities Managers……….….Rich Valenta

……………………………………………...John Nerad
...................... building@messiahchurch.com

Video Specialist...................... Steve Cheramy

............................ video@messiahchurch.com

Wedding Coordinator .......... Holly Tunak

................... weddings@messiahchurch.com

Janitorial Services…….Larry Kaltenberg
Nursery Attendant…..….Rose Eilertson

I think Jesus was a man who always encouraged
others to dream the great dreams. Every time he invited
others to follow him he was asking them to embark on a
tremendous adventure. He was inviting them to step out
of their everyday experience and dream of what they could
be – they could be more than simple tax collectors, more
than ordinary fishermen and farmers, more than simple
peasants - they could be builders of the kingdom of God!
Jesus was telling them that they had within them great
dreams and great powers. They could preach profoundly
and heal the sick; they could bring peace to violence and
forgiveness to sin; they could build communities of justice
and feed the hungry – these are great dreams!
I wonder how many times in our own lives and in
the life of our church we settle for less than the great
dreams of life? Every autumn I see the change of color and
the falling leaves and I am reminded that life has an end,
that it doesn’t go on forever and that sooner or later the
river runs dry. Now is the time for dreams. Don’t wait for
tomorrow. What are the dreams you carry in your heart,
those things that you have always wanted to do? Where
are the relationships that need to be “jumpstarted” from
their doldrums and set on a new and adventurous course?
What are the unnurtured talents within you that you’ve
always wanted to develop? If the gospel teaches us
anything about faith it is that great faith demands great
risks, but for those willing to take the risks of dreaming,
there is a wonderful adventure to be found. For each of
you this year and for our church community as a whole I
pray for great dreams – that all of us - Choose to chance
the rapids and dare to dance the tide.
And I will sail my vessel ‘till the river runs dry,
Like a bird upon the wind, these waters
are my sky.
I’ll never reach my destination if I never try,
I will sail my vessel ‘till the river runs dry.

Pastor Jeff

Visitation Ministry
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“If you could live in any story, which one would you choose?”
I remember asking my girls this when they were young. Now I am asking my four grandchildren. Would it be Winnie the Pooh, Dr. Seuss,
Velveteen Rabbit, Old Turtle, Peter Pan or I’ll Love You Forever?
How would you answer that question today?

Elie Wiesel once said, “God made {us} because God loved stories.” Where does the power
of a story lie? What is it about a story that so compels us?
Once upon a time.
Long ago and far away.
In the beginning.
Incantation and enchantment, invitation and initiation.
We speak of getting lost in a story, but a part of what draws us to a story is the promise of finding: finding a different world, finding another time, finding ourselves. There is
something in us that hungers for a story, an empty space that is shaped precisely to its
contours. We reach for the threads a story offers, we enter the rooms it opens to us, we
inhabit the skin of another and somehow, in the hands of a good story, we are returned
to ourselves.
Serving part-time as pastor at Messiah, I have been privileged to enter the stories of
many people that touch the heart and mind in such rich ways. On Sunday morning alone
we enter God’s story and eat a precious meal of remembrance, welcome new families into
the community and learn a little bit about their journeys to Messiah. We extend the communion table into homes and places of living for those who cannot come to worship. We
sit with the dying and prepare them for the beginning of a new story.
Pastor Jeff and the Messiah staff – continue to practice holding your sacred stories
with respect, curiosity and awe. It has been a joy to serve at Messiah as your pastor of
Pastoral and Spiritual Care. The power of sharing the pastoral care load with loving caregivers has opened my eyes to the beauty of mutual ministry. This in turn, has opened
new chapters in Messiah’s ability to meet the many needs within this community of faith.
The people who shared the sacred circle of caregiving will tell you; when we enter the stories of others, we hold the threads of our own stories a bit differently, or enter new space
within ourselves, or find ourselves able to inhabit our skin more completely.
Personally, I not only enjoy God’s story woven within your stories but over the past
three years have learned to appreciate my story. This story is so much bigger than it was
forty years ago when I began ordained ministry and similar to the Universe story it continues to evolve and grow with a grateful heart.
Elie Wiesel says that God created us because God loves stories…there
are so many amazing stories continuing to be told through Messiah – an
amazing story that is hard to put down.
Thank you for the privilege of holding your sacred stories.
Pastor Mark

2023 Stewardship
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Within a few days, all members should have received a letter from Pastor Jeff,
council member Andrea Voss and a commitment form for 2023.
We ask that you give this commitment some thoughtful prayer and
return the completed form on or before the weekend of
November 12 & 13th. The parish council uses these commitments
to prepare the budget for 2023 and continue the mission of
Messiah Church.
This year’s commitment form contains only one line to pledge; the General Fundfor the day-to-day operations of the church. Examples are salaries, mission support,
utilities, Christian education, fellowship and evangelism. We eliminated the Capital
Projects line from the form as the balance in the Capital Projects Fund is currently
$265,000. We do not foresee any large capital expenditures in the near future and
the current available balance will cover our annual needs for the next 5-10 years.
The form also contains a section for how you would like to make your contributions; weekly, monthly or electronically (Simply Giving). Please choose one.
A Spiritual Gifts form is enclosed as well. If you feel called to volunteer in some
capacity, please complete the form. For couples, please identify who is volunteering
in what capacity. If nothing has changed from last year’s form, please check the box
at the top of the form and complete your name, address etc. If you do not receive a
stewardship mailing by November 5th contact the office at 608-222-3833 or
ourhurch@messiahchurch.com.
Messiah Stewardship Committee

Treasurer’s Report
We are nine months into the budget year and Pledge Revenue received to date was
$499,400, compared to the budget of $437,300, so we are $62,100 ahead of the
budget. The General Fund expenditures through September were $421,300, compared to a budget of $455,800, so we are $34,500 under budget.
In September the Gundlach Family Fund made one payment to assist a member
family $1,000.
Tim Coulthart -Treasurer

Our Messiah Family Has Grown
Holy Baptism Celebrated
Wren Cornelia Peterson
Daughter of
Josh & Sara Peterson

Jaxon James McBeth
Son of
Brandon & Kellie McBeth

Audrey AnnLouise Hoefs
Daughter of
Brett & Katie Hoefs

Plan Now for
Messiah Holiday Worship Times

Thanksgiving Eve Service
Wednesday, November 23 at 7:00 pm
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day
Service times are still to be determined. Please check the Weekly News
or the December Column.
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Please Welcome New
Members
William and Linda Langel
Barbara And James Ash

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your
New Church Home!

Ladies Lunch Bunch
We will be meeting on
Wednesday, November 9th at
11:30am
at Rex’s Innkeeper
301 North Century Ave.
(W113—1 block North of Main)
Waunakee, WI
Last day for sign up is November 6.
Sign up sheet is posted on the Kiosk in
the Gathering Space.
Women of any age are invited.
Please be sure you are there by 11:30
as orders will be taken at that time.
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The social statement for November is Eco1991 - Church In Society
nomic Life, for your prayerful
reflection.
1991 - Abortion

Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for All
1991 - The Death
conveys ELCA teaching that economic activity is a means
Penalty
through which God's will is served for the thriving and wellbeing of humankind and the care of the earth. It recognizes
1993 - Caring for
that even though sin distorts
Creation
human activity, we are called to practice economic activity justly and with special concern for those who live in poverty.
1995 - Peace
In this work, the church is guided by the biblically grounded
imperative to seek sufficient, sustainable livelihood for all. This 1999 - Economic Life
means recognizing the loving scope of God's concern (for all),
the means by which life is sustained (livelihood), what is need- 2003 - Health and
ed (sufficiency) and entails a long-term perspective
Health Care
(sustainability). The statement recognizes that these criteria
may be in tension with one another, but
2007 - Education
together they provide a sound framework for
2009 - Human Sexuality
discernment and action. Toward that purpose, the statement
discusses commerce, law, vocation, public policy, work, human
2011 - Genetics
dignity, agriculture, business and efforts to empower those
who live in poverty.
2013 - The church and
This statement was adopted by the 1999 ELCA Churchwide Ascriminal justice
sembly.
Copies of a summary of this Social Statement can be found 2019 - Sexism
on the Kiosk in the Gathering Space at Messiah.

Monday
November 28
3:00pm
Lower Level
Conference Room

The Next
Social Outreach Ministry Meeting
will be held on
Monday, February 20, 2023 at 6:00 pm
New Members always WELCOME!!!.

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)
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Virtual Apple Pies Are On Sale Now
This is a very unique fundraiser that benefits Second Harvest Food
Bank. Our sponsor is again Yahara Materials, Inc., Waunakee, WI.
Again this year, apple pies are still just $12.00 dollars. No inflation
here! Your gift will be doubled by the Gundlach Family Fund and then
doubled again by NBC Share Your Holidays Grand Finale sponsors for
making the final doubling of our gift.
Your $12.00 gift actually becomes $48.00 in SHFB dollars!!! That
equates to approximately 144 meals for nearly 200 food pantries in
16 southern Wisconsin counties. Think of it as one dollar bill turns
into a four dollar bill!
You can order a virtual apple pie online at messiahchurch.com and click on Online Giving.
Or pick up an order form off the kiosk in the Gathering Area at church. Sales end
November 30th. Last year we sold over $7300.00 worth of pies. I hope you’ll buy an extra
pie and stick it in your freezer.
Your purchase is a wonderful gift and makes a significant dent in food insecurity.
It is Time to Order Christmas Dinner
The holidays can be a real tough time for a lot of people—especially seniors who are alone
for the holidays. If you are going to be alone for Christmas, take time now to put your
name on the SAM Christmas Dinner list. Maybe you will have a family member visit you at
Christmas? We will have a dinner ready for each of you. To order, send an email to
SAM@messiahchurch.com Deadline to sign up for the complimentary Christmas dinner is
November 30th. Pickup or delivery service is available.
SAM Trips Are Back in 2023!!
June 21, 2023 is the date for our Upper Wisconsin Dells Lunch Cruise/Wollersheim Winery
Tour. Enjoy a catered two-hour lunch cruise aboard the Clipper Winnebago as we cruise
the Wisconsin River. Then, it is off to Wollersheim Winery for a seated discussion and wine
tasting by Wollersheim staff. You will have snacks to enjoy that are paired with each wine.
Wrap it up by tasting their well-known Brandy Old-Fashion! You’ll have time to shop before
enjoying a special treat as your board the coach for home.
November 29, 2023 also needs to be circled on your calendar. Thanksgiving will be past so
it will be time to get in the Christmas spirit. We will do just that by traveling to Coloma, WI
for the Christmas with the Clauson Family Dinner Show Tour. Enjoy a tasty homemade
dinner in the barn, then sit back and enjoy as the Clauson family brings Christmas to life.
Put your group together as we will have reserved tables! This tour replaces the SAM
potluck just for this month.

Craft & Bake Sale
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The Messiah Craft and Bake Sale will be
Saturday, November 5, 9:00-3:00.
Great news - we are returning to a normal bake sale this
year! Looking forward to the wonderful donations like those that
have been made in past years, so get out your favorite recipe or
something you think would be a popular seller!
A signup sheet for donations is posted so please look for it in the
Gathering Space and let us know what you can bring. Your donations
of baked goods can be brought to the Social Hall Friday, November 4, from 4 to 6pm, or on
Saturday morning before 8:45am. Cash donations are also welcome!
All proceeds will be split between the Salvation Army, LaFollette High School Food Pantry
and Movin’ Out (helps with housing for disabled people). Please watch for more information in the November Column and Weekly News.
There will also be lunch offered by the Youth Group as a fundraiser for their 2023 mission
trip. Please support our youth!

A Generous Gift from Sub-Zero
Recently we upgraded the appliances in the
main kitchen with a new stove, refrigerator
and freezer generously donated by SubZero!
Our thanks go out to Sub-Zero for this great
donation that will enhance our kitchen with
energy efficient appliances to benefit all the
groups that use the kitchen.
Replacing these was not an easy task as the old appliances were placed in the kitchen and
then walls were built around them, so it was impossible to remove them through the
doorway. A hole had to be cut in the serving area so that the appliances could be removed,
and the new ones installed.
Our special thanks go out to Peggy Petersen, who initiated and coordinated the donation
from her employer, Holly Tunak for preparing the request to Sub-Zero, Clyde Tunak for
coordinating the installation and his carpentry skills, John Nerad for his assistance in the
rewiring, Josh Prochnow for his carpentry work to cut the opening and repair the countertop and finishing the opening, and Larry Kaltenberg for cleaning before and after the
installation. Please check out these new additions to our kitchen!

Children’s & Family Ministry
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Sunday School—it is not too late to join. Contact Elizabeth at
familyministry@messiahchurch.com for more information. Registration forms and
calendars are available outside the office and on the Sunday School page of the website
https://messiahchurch.com/faith-life/faith-formation/children-3-years-4th-grade/
Dates to remember:
November 20 - The Sunday School children sing at the end of
the 8:15 service.
December 11 - Sunday School Christmas Program at 2:00 pm.
January - First Communion classes start. If your child is not
attending Sunday School but you are interested in First Communion, please contact
Elizabeth.

Youth On Wednesday (YOW)
A Time, A Plan, A Place (your home and at church!):
YOW encompasses both Pre-confirmation and Confirmation.
Pre-confirmation meets 6-6:45 p.m.
Confirmation meets 7-7:45 p.m.
Activity Nights are for both programs from 6-7:30 p.m.
and begin with dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Each on-line lesson will begin with a large group lesson (30 minutes) followed by
small group breakout discussions (15 minutes).
In-person activity nights begin with a meal.

Dignity Project Workday
A Special Thank you to everyone who participated in the
Dignity Project Work Day
We will be having our next workday on Saturday November 19th from 9:30 to 11:30 in the
Community Room. Please note the change of location from the last workday. Anyone is
welcome to come and see if you might be interested in our ministry. Come see the process
and find out if there might be a part of it that you might enjoy doing or if you might be interested in the whole process.
We are also accepting donations of flannel or batting scraps or purchased items. Donations
of panties for the girls is another way that you could help. Purchase a package of girls sizes
14 or 16 or women's small to medium panties of any color or style. Any donations can be
placed in the Dignity Project bin in the hallway by the Community Room.
Thank you for your continued support of this ministry.
Contact June Nyhus at (608) 516-4364 or jnyhus1@yahoo.com with any questions.

Social Outreach Ministry
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Messiah Christmas Collections 2022
YWCA Christmas Collection►

The Road Home Christmas Collection►

Messiah has partnered with The Road
Home for many years and Social Outreach
Ministry is continuing its support of their
programs.
This year The Road Home will distribute
There is no other group sponsoring them at to each person a gift card in the amount of
Christmas and our help is needed.
$75 to a store of their choice. (The grocery
store cards previously given to each family
There will be a poster in the Gathering
Space after Thanksgiving listing names and are being eliminated.)
We have agreed to sponsor up to 20
wishes. Messiah members should write their
people.
Please consider a donation toname for each person they select to buy a
wards
a
happier
Christmas for the people
gift.
who need the services of The Road Home.
Please bring that UNWRAPPED item to
Checks should be made payable to Messiah
church by December 8th.
Church and have “Christmas Fund” in the
Remember to attach the name and room
memo line.
number to the unwrapped gift.
This collection will end on November
th
For questions, contact Bernie Hartwig at
29 to allow time for the purchase of the
cards and shopping by the families.
608-222-7350.

The Social Outreach Committee is once
again asking the congregation to provide
Christmas gifts for the woman who are
permanent residents at the YWCA.

Hats, Mittens & Scarves►

Pudding Collection►

We will again host our
mitten/hat/scarf collection for
the Salvation Army. We would
ask that all donations be new.

We will again assist the East Madison
Community Center and provide 125
LARGE boxes of INSTANT pudding to
be included in their Christmas Food Boxes.
We need your donations to meet this
goal!

Mittens and scarves are needed most.

Donations for the Christmas Fund, pudding and mittens/hats can be dropped
off Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to noon.
Tubs are located in the front entrance.
Deadline for end of collection is not decided yet.
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Socks for Saints► Now—Dec.11th

Circles of Support ►

Our congregation
will again be
participating in
Triangle Community
Ministry’s annual
Socks for Saints
collection from
now through Sunday, December 11th.

Just Dane’s Circles of
Support, a program
to provide support
for people leaving prison, is in need of: the
following:
 Queen size bedspread, sheets & pillows
 Kitchen and bath towels
 Toilet paper
 Cleaning supplies
 Personal care items such as toothpaste,
shampoo and conditioner, body wash/
soap
Please place any donations in the bin
labeled Circles of Support in the collection
area by the Community Room.

Please purchase new socks for your
donation. The socks will be given as gifts
to Triangle residents who attend TCM’s
annual Christmas celebration and dinner
on Monday, December 19, from 4 to 6
p.m. in the Brittingham Place Community
Room, 755 Braxton Place.
If you would like to help with the
Christmas meal, please contact Interim
Outreach Development Coordinator,
Deacon Meg Nielsen, at 469-5736 or
churchladymeg@hotmail.com. Visit the
TCM website at
www.TriangleMinistry.com.

Kennedy School Needs ►
This is an ongoing collection.






Winter coats, snow pants (especially for
PK-2nd graders),
Waterproof mittens/gloves
Boots.
New, unopened packages
of socks and underwear for boys and girls

Save Your Pull Tabs
We have been collecting aluminum pull tabs to benefit The Ronald McDonald
House. This includes beverage can tabs and canned veggies, fruit, soup, pet
food and any other can with a ring pull tab.
There is a container in the Social Hall next to the pop machine and one on the
ledge by the window to the Hospitality Room where you can drop your
tabs. You can also drop them at the church office.

A special thank you to all who have contributed to this collection.

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716

Nonprofit Organization
U. S. Postage
PAID
Madison, Wisconsin
Permit No. 999

Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 pm Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 am Worship Service
10:30 am Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.

Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

As you shop for Christmas online,
remember Messiah is registered with
AmazonSmile to benefit from their charitable

Attention all Snow Birds!

If you will be traveling to warmer climates this
winter for an extended period of time, please
contact the office (608-222-3833) with the dates
you will be gone. If you provide the address we
can have your Messiah mail sent directly to you.
This saves Messiah from having to pay postage
when your mail is returned to us marked
“Temporarily Away”. Thank you!

organization program.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church (our
registered name), no fees and no extra cost to
you. Shoppers can click on smile.amazon.com to
register and start shopping. Every time you shop,
Messiah will be listed in the corner as your
charity. Four times per year, a check will be sent
from Amazon to Messiah to benefit our
ministries. This is another great way to support
Messiah as you shop!

