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I have two sons who are film buffs. They and their friends are
in constant conversation about favorite films and why they
hold them in esteem. They know that one of my favorite
movies is A Man for All Seasons, the Academy Award winner
for Best Picture of 1966. It is the story of Sir Thomas More.
More lived in the 16th century, a time of great tension
between church and state. Thomas was a talented lawyer
and a respected politician. He was also a friend of the
infamous Henry VIII and as a result of his talent and connections quickly rose
to the most powerful office in the land, Chancellor of England.
In a dispute over his second marriage and Rome’s refusal to annul his
first - Henry proclaimed himself the Head of the Church of England. The
Supremacy Act, as it was called, was not universally accepted by Henry’s
consort. Thomas More was one who stood opposed to the king.
Unfortunately, Henry demanded that all of his political officers take an oath
of allegiance, an oath that Thomas More refused to profess. He resigned as
Chancellor of England, was accused of being a traitor, and languished in
prison for 14 months. After a quick trial, he was convicted on false evidence
and executed as an enemy of the state.
Shortly before his death Thomas was visited by his daughter
Margaret. She pleaded with him to take the oath and save his life. Margaret
presents one final argument hoping to persuade her father to change his
mind. With tears streaming down her face she says: Father, you have done
everything that God could possibly ask of you. You have lost your reputation,
your work, your home, your freedom and family. Does God want your life as
well? What you are doing is unreasonable. Why are you doing this? It is just
unreasonable. Then Thomas takes Margaret into his arms and speaks to her
softly. Oh my dear daughter. What I do is not a matter of reason. It is a
matter of love.
message continues on page 2
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Office and Contact Information
Phone..................................... 608-222-3833
Office Email
.............. ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Office Correspondence Drop Box
.............. outside the main front entrance

Website ..................... messiahchurch.com
Office Hours ................ Monday - Friday
......................................... 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Pastor ............................ Jeff Vanden Heuvel

.................... pastorjeff@messiahchurch.com

Visitation Pastor ............ Mark Petersen
................ pastormark@messiahchurch.com

Business Manager ..................Tim Coulthart

............................... timc@messiahchurch.com

Executive Ministry Assistant

…………………………………….….…..Judy Armelin
...................ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Coordinator of Worship and Music

.................................................................... Clyde Nyhus
............................music@messiahchurch.com

Coordinator of Children’s and
Family Ministry & Ministry Support
Coordinator..................... Elizabeth Crummy
...........familyministry@messiahchurch.com

Coordinator of Youth and
Family Ministry .................. Teresa Palumbo

............................ youth@messiahchurch.com

Coordinator of Senior Adult Ministry

......................................................... Keith Schlesinger
.............adultministry@messiahchurch.com

Facilities Managers……….….Rich Valenta

……………………………………………...John Nerad
.......................building@messiahchurch.com

Video Specialist......................Steve Cheramy

............................ video@messiahchurch.com

Wedding Coordinator........... Holly Tunak

....................weddings@messiahchurch.com

Janitorial Services…….Larry Kaltenberg

What a terrific line from a brilliant film. I think this
sums up the ministry of Jesus. It is love after all that causes
simple fishermen and tax collectors to leave their
livelihoods behind to follow Jesus; love that causes Jesus
to reach out to those shunned by the religious community
of his time - Samaritans, women, lepers and blind; love
that pushes Jesus to confront the religious leaders and
ultimately stand up to the power of Rome, to carry a cross
and to die. What Jesus does is not a matter of reason. It is
a matter of love.
What is most important in our lives is always a
matter of love. I watch parents care for their young
children, and others struggle with teens, and others worry
about their grown children. It isn’t reasonable to sacrifice
so much of ourselves, to support them when there's so
little reciprocal gratitude, and to give our best years away.
Still any parent will say the same- It is not a matter of
reason. It is a matter of love. I’m performing two weddings
this month and there is that gnawing question: Why do we
do this? It isn’t reasonable to think we can give ourselves
to another for a lifetime, to maintain the spark for 50
years, to lay down our own egos to place another first.
Then I look into the eyes of these wedding partners and I
know - It is not a matter of reason. It is a matter of love. I
walk into this church and remember what we do here is a
bit strange. It isn’t reasonable to continue trusting in a
God we cannot see or hear, to trust the Divine presence in
bread and wine, to believe that this great God permeates
every person, touches every heart, feels every pain and
knows our deepest fears. And then I see your faces and
remember - It is not a matter of reason. It is a matter of
love. We must try to remember this as we navigate the
problems and issues of our broken world. We expend so
much energy attempting to make sense of it all. Perhaps
what is most important is to ask ourselves this: How can I
best be a person of love in this moment? In the end, it's all a
matter of love.
Pastor Jeff

Visitation Ministry
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“All Flourishing is Mutual.”
Robin Kimmerer, in her book “Braiding Sweetgrass,” interweaves her experiences as a member of the Potawatomi Nation, forest biologist, mother and
poet; while exploring our relationship with earth and each other.
Robin talks and listens to the plants and trees of the forest. She tells stories
using the indigenous spirituality in a way that warms the heart. Inside this
treasure I found: “all flourishing is mutual.” Robin reminds us that we are
all intimately and intricately interconnected. Our existence depends upon the existence of
other species, both human and non-human species.
I could say, All Visitation is Mutual. Every fourth Sunday of the month, we send out our
care givers to their care receivers with this commission:
My brothers and sisters, you are sent to extend our communion table into the
homes of people who cannot be here or join us at church. You will bring the
Word of God, the Bread of Life, and Cup of Life from this worship center to the
sick and shut-in members of our congregational family. Go to them with our
love and our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God.
In a special way of loving presence, we practice and remind others – “All
flourishing is mutual.” If you are interested in this ministry send me an email
and we’ll set you up to thrive.
Flourishing with you,
Pastor Mark
pastormark@messiahchurch.com

Treasurer’s Report
June Treasurer’s Report
We are half way through the budget year and Pledge Revenue collected was $323,500
compared to the budget of $291,500, so we are $32,000 ahead of the budget. General
Fund expenditures were $293,800 compared to the budget of $303,900 so we are $10,100
under budget.
The Mountain of Food Campaign collected $8,715 and was matched by the Gundlach Family Fund so $8,716 was sent to St. Marks Food Pantry and $8,714 was sent to St. Stephens
Food Pantry.
The balance in the General Fund is $76,500 and the balance in the Capital Projects Fund is
$251,900.
Earlier this month, families that have given over $25 in 2022 received a mid-year statement.
If you have an email address on file this statement was emailed, if not it was mailed.
Thank you for your continued support of the mission of Messiah Lutheran Church.
Tim Coulthart - Treasurer

The Column
In our July Column, we shared about the new church record keeping
system called Realm that Messiah will be using beginning in September. It
primarily serves the administrative needs of our staff, but it also offers
some exciting opportunities to support the way you are involved in our
church. Not only will this improve work life for our ministry staff, it will
make it easier for our church family to connect with each other, keep up
with what’s going on, and grow as a connected community.
In mid-August, all members and associate members (people who belong to Messiah but
are also members of another church) of Messiah will receive an email with an invitation to
join Realm. If we do not have an email for you, an invitation can not be sent.
All Messiah members and associate members will be added to the Realm directory, so this
system will also replace our Instant Church Directory. This is a closed system, so you do not
need to worry about your privacy. Only people with a login will be able to access your
contact information. Don’t worry if you do not have a computer. We will still have printed
directories for those who need one. Please contact the office to request a printed directory.
How do I get started with Realm?
If you have an email address on file with the church, you have a profile waiting to be
activated. To activate your profile and get started with Realm, you need to open an email
with the subject line “Messiah Lutheran Church, Join our online community” Follow
these steps to activate your profile:
1. Open the email and follow the directions to create a password. You will then be sent a
verification email.
2. Open the verification email and click on the link to verify your account. Your profile is
now activated!
3. To log in to Realm, go to onrealm.org, and click on the Realm Sign In button.
4. Enter your email address and the password you just created.
5. Congratulations!! You are on Realm.
6. If on a phone or tablet, download the APP for easy access.
I didn’t receive an email invitation. What do I do?
You may have received your email invitation and did not realize it. If you did not receive an
email invitation, first please check your spam/junk folder. If the email invitation is not there,
please contact Judy Armelin at ourchurch@messiahchurch.com and she will send you
another invitation.
If you think the email address we have on file, could no longer be active, please email Judy
to update your email address. If you did not receive an email invitation and you don’t
have an email address on file, with the church, you will need to give Judy your email
address.
FYI- Each profile is linked to a separate email address so that each individual receives
emails and information for the groups they belong to. Therefore, two or more people
cannot use the same email address.
If you have any questions, please call or send a message to the church office.

Our Messiah Family Has Grown
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Please Welcome New Members
John & Sandy Hefte
Janice Manning

Barbara Dopkins

Holy Baptism Celebrated
Allie Darlene Gundlach

Robert & Roberta Everson
Mike McHugh & Marnee
Hafeman

Daughter of
Ann and Matthew Gundlach

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your
New Church Home!

I have called you by name,
you are mine.

Coming October 13-November 17, 6:30-8:00 PM
Christian Minimalism book study.
When you hear the word “minimalist”, you think downsizing or decluttering, but it’s so much more. Christian Minimal
-ism cuts through the assumptions about what life should
look like and invites readers to live intentionally, free of
physical, spiritual and emotional clutter.
The author is Becca Ehrlich, an ELCA Pastor who spent
months preparing for the minimalist lifestyle. Share her
journey and inspiration for your own transformation. All are
invited!
The cost of the book is $15.00. The Kindle version is $13.49
from Amazon, which you can purchase and download.
A sign up will be on the kiosk August 1.
For questions contact Holly Tunak at chtunak@gmail.com.

ELCA Social Statement Series
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People have been asking where the ELCA
stands on some very important topics.
Each month, we will be highlighting one of the
ELCA’s Social Statements for our prayerful
reflection. The social statement for August is
The Death Penalty.

1991 - Church In Society

1991 - Abortion
1991 - The Death Penalty
1993 - Caring for Creation
1995 - Peace
1999 - Economic Life
2003 - Health and Health
Care
2007 - Education
2009 - Human Sexuality
2011 - Genetics
2013 - The church and
criminal justice
2019 - Sexism

The Death Penalty stands in the Lutheran tradition recognizing that God entrusts the state with the power to
take human life when failure to do so constitutes a clear
danger to the common good. Never-the-less, it expresses
ELCA opposition to the use of the death penalty, one that
grows out of ministry with, and to, people affected by
violent crime.
The statement acknowledges the existence of different
points of view within the church and society on this
question and the need for continued deliberation, but it
objects to the use of the death penalty because it is not
used fairly and has failed to make society safer. The practice of using the death penalty in contemporary society
undermines any possible alternate moral message, since
the primary message conveyed by an execution is one of
brutality and violence. This social statement was adopted
by the 1991 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)
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Food Labeling Project
We just got word from Second Harvest Food Bank (SHFB)
and they have given us additional volunteer shifts into the
fall. Here are the new dates and times.
One of them is a Tuesday due to Labor Day:
Monday, August 22nd, from 12:30 – 3:30 pm
Tuesday, September 6th from 12:30 – 3:30 pm
Monday, September 19th from 12:30 – 3:30 pm
Monday, October 3rd from 12:30 – 3:30 pm
Monday, October 17th from 12:30 – 3:30 pm
Monday, October 31st from 12:30 – 3:30 pm (get ready to dress up with SHFB!)
A couple of things to note here from our SAM-SHFB partnership. First, each three-hour
shift we fulfill is the equivalent of approximately 5,000 meals! Second, I see a lot of SAM
folks enjoying the work and coming back regularly for additional shifts. It is easy to sign up.
Just send an email to adultministry@messiahchurch.com
Everyone is welcome. Come and join the fellowship while we work!
Please read the message on the back wall in the picture. It hits home. SAM is indeed
making an impact!
Apple Pie Season
It won’t be long now and the apple harvest will be in full swing. That means apple pie
making will be right around the corner. Will SAM go back to making apple pies from
scratch or will we again make virtual apple pies? It all depends if someone steps up by
August 31st to coordinate the entire pie project. If you are that person, send an email to
adultministry@messiahchurch.com

Messiah applied for, and received, a $15,000 grant from the
Ecumenical Housing Corporation Fund of the Madison
Community Foundation.
This award will enhance our Adopt a School Partnership with
Kennedy Elementary School by allowing us to better support the
families living in poverty, especially those who live in the
Salvation Army Family Shelter on Milwaukee Street.
The grant will provide morning transportation to school via van and increase the amount of
gift cards we can provide families to purchase food, clothing and other necessities.
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Social Outreach Ministries would like to thank
everyone who contributed to The Elizabeth
House collection this year. Messiah collected
$2,750, which was then doubled by the Gundlach
Fund for a total of $5,500 and sent to Care Net for
The Elizabeth House.
In the latest Alternatives, the quarterly newsletter
from Care Net, Sara Patterson, CEO writes "I'm so grateful for your support and faithfulness
over the years. Because of you, we've been in continuous operation for over 35 years. We
have built a reputation of "judgment-free care" with our patients.
Over 305 moms and babies have called The Elizabeth home since launching a pilot program
in 2003. We've shown unconditional love and acceptance to these women and children
and, by doing so, many lives have been transformed." Thanks for the opportunity to help
transform lives.

Bread Breakers is an adult fellowship opportunity. New groups for 2022-23 will form in
September. A sign-up sheet is posted on the Gathering Space kiosk. Please sign up to participate.
Groups of 6-8 may include both couples and singles, who take turns hosting each other for
a meal in their homes. You could be in a group with people you already know and/or others who will be new to you. You share brunch, dinner or lunch, fancy or casual food, on
whatever schedule works best for the group’s members. The only rule is to have fun and
get to know each other over food and conversation.
We’ll take all names received by mid-September and form groups, then send you a list of
the people in your group with their contact information. Once the groups are formed, its
members decide how to proceed. One household will be assigned to make initial contact
with others in the group. You should get together with your group as you can, meeting in
each home between Fall 2022 and late Spring/early Summer 2023.
To participate in 2022-23, sign up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Gathering Space
at church, call Barb & Walt Herrod at 608-318-2129, or email the Herrods at
bwhfam@gmail.com. Also contact us if you want more details to help inform your decision
about participating. We’d be happy to answer your questions.

Children’s & Family Ministry
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We are eagerly hoping for a return to in-person Sunday School this fall for children who are
3 years old up to, and including 4th grade. We look forward to learning together in our
new educational space!
In order to make this a success, we need about 25 adults who can teach, lead the music,
sub and help with special events. The time frame of the program is: we start the Sunday after Labor Day, end the last weekend in April, we have 3 weeks off at Christmas, 3 weeks off
for spring breaks and Easter, and are off all summer.
You do not have to be a certified teacher to be a successful Sunday School teacher. The lessons are outlined for you, and I will provide all the materials. This is not heavy theology by
any stretch. It’s fun and laughter and reading about great people in the Bible and how we
can be kind to one another.
We are looking for women and men, adults and older teens, grandparents, parents, and
those who just enjoy kids. We are also looking for musicians, for middle and high school
volunteers and for people who can’t commit all year, but are interested in helping at special
events.
Please think about if this ministry might be right for you. Teaching
Sunday School is a great way to try out a future career and spruce
up a resume for future teachers.
Contact Elizabeth at familyministry@messiahchurch.com or
608-235-6910 if you’d like to explore this volunteer opportunity.

Ministry Support Coordinator
We are in the process of figuring out what activities can resume, which ones might
change and what else we might offer. Please watch the website, weekly news and
Facebook for updates.
We are always looking for people to be involved with the weekend services as readers, communion assistants, ushers, coffee makers and especially, to help with the
setup and clean up of the altar. We are currently discussing how we might reincorporate greeters in the future, as well. You can choose the services and your
schedule is completely flexible!

Save the Date for the
No Fear All Fun Run/Walk!
This annual event is scheduled for Saturday, August 13,
at Lake Farm County Park. Registration is open and
ready, t-shirts will be available as well! If you would like
to participate in any way, just go to the home page www.nofearallfun.org. If you
have any questions, please contact Sherri Neill at 608-234-2897.
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On Going Needs:
The Road Home Wish List►






Toilet paper and paper towels
Cleaning supplies
Feminine hygiene products
Laundry and dish detergent
Gift cards for gas and grocery

For sanitary and safety reasons, please note
that we can only accept unopened items. We
also prefer full-sized (instead of travel-sized)
items when possible.
Jail Ministry►





No August
Meeting

NKJV Large Print Bibles
Study Bibles
Non-fiction Christian Books
Books in Spanish (All donations must be
paperback or soft cover)

The Next
Social Outreach Ministry Meeting
will be held on
Monday, September 12, 2022
at 6:00 pm
St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
Clear Soda Bottles
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda
bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to
be filled with laundry soap. Please place
them in the separate plastic bin in the
collection area.
Please be sure they are rinsed and dry.

Special Donation Requests
.

Circles of Support provides a support
system for individuals leaving prison.
They are requesting the following items.
Please put any donations in the bin in
the collection area.
(New items only)
Blankets – full and queen size
Pillows
Towels and washcloths
Dish soap and cleaning supplies

Seeking CLOTHING and SHOES for Residents
of the Dane County Jail when they are
released
All seasons
T-shirts, long-sleeve shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies,
jogging pants, shoes
For all items, gender neutral is great.
Women's Size XL needed MOST
Men's Sizes L, XL & XXL needed MOST
Drop Off:
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 4100 Nakoma
Road, Madison 53711, 608-238-3121
Monday - Thursday from 8:00am - 4:00pm
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Our next mailing is coming up on August 15th.
Thank you again to all that have continued to make our mailings
possible as we help change these girls lives. Through our
donations, many girls can stay in school and get an education.
As you shop for school supplies, please consider picking up a
package of girls size 14 or 16 or women's small to medium size
panties. The girls love all styles and colors.
Please place all donations of panties and completed pads in the collection bin near the
Community Room. If you have any questions about how you can help make the pads
please contact June Nyhus at 608-241-5855.
Save Your Pull Tabs
We have been collecting aluminum pull tabs to benefit The Ronald McDonald
House. This includes beverages can tabs and canned veggies, fruit, soup, pet
food and any other can with a ring pull tab.
There is a container in the Social Hall next to the pop machine and one on the
ledge by the window to the Hospitality Room where you can drop your
tabs. You can also drop them at the church office.

A special thank you to all who have contributed to this collection.

Backpack

Backpack
Composition notebook
Wide-ruled 1-subject notebooks (different colors)

Solid colored plastic pocket folders

Messiah is collecting school supplies for six (6) (different colors)
Madison schools as well as DAIS, Road Home and the
Glue Sticks (No Elmer’s Glue)
Salvation Army. Our goal is to fill 140 backpacks.
Collection runs until August 7 for School supplies. Monetary
donations are due by August 1.
Collection bins and printed lists are located in the Gathering
Space.

Plastic Pencil Box
Ticonderoga Pencils
Erasers
Scissors suited for age level

We are asking for name brand specific supplies because they
Crayola Markers (thick or thin tipped)
last longer than the other brands and are well worth the
money.
If you have any questions, please contact Pam Aldrich at
608-695-7934 or p-taldrich@sbcglobal.net.

Crayola Colored Pencils
Post It Notes

3x5 index cards

Dry Erase Markers

Crayola Crayons

Nonprofit Organization
U. S. Postage
PAID
Madison, Wisconsin
Permit No. 999

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716

Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 pm Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 am Worship Service
10:00 am Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

Vases Needed
Dates below are for the start of your mowing week

Team 3 – August 1
Don Deutscher
Chris Brown
Ted Savides

Team 6 – August 22
Clyde Nyhus
Charlie Eastman
Keith Schlesinger

Team 4 – August 8
Rich Valenta
Glenn Schmitz
Lloyd Mennenga

Team 7 – August 29
Paul Hoel
Kay Hoel
Don Chisman

Team 5 – August 15
Jeff Trentadue
Thank you to our
Pat Krebs
gardeners:
Chip Lewison
Tom & Marlene Green,

Lamont & Corinne Liefke,
and Jean Boehnen

If you have any vases at home that
look like this, please return/donate
them to Messiah for our Sunday
Worship.
Bringing our own vases help save
money on our flower arrangements.

8 inches
tall

