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One day, a father came home tired
from his job late in the evening, slumped into his
chair and turned on the TV to watch the evening
news. His five-year-old son came by and gave him a
hug. The boy sat for a while and watched his father
watching TV. Finally he asked, “Daddy, can I ask a
question? I was wondering how much money you
make in an hour?”
“Well,” the father said impatiently, “it’s
really not important and you’re probably too young
to be asking questions like that, but if you need to know, I make $22.00 an
hour.”

 ELCA’s

The boy ran up to his bedroom, and soon ran back with some
dollar bills in his hand. “Daddy,” he exclaimed, handing him the dollar
bills. “I’ve saved exactly $11.00 since Christmas. Can I buy a half-hour
of your time?”

 Mallards’

I used this story in a Column article 20 years ago when I was
celebrating my very first Father’s Day. In the article I reflected on my
own Dad and the ways that I had been ‘Dad’ to my new son. My father
died just before Father’s Day in June of 1993. He was so different from
the father in the story. My dad came home from work each day and threw
himself into the lives of my brothers and sisters. Often, he would stand in
the front yard of our home in Neenah and toss the football to us, or
wrestle with a joyful abandon, or walk around the yard and talk to us
about our days, our friends, our concerns, our lives. We never felt that we
had to purchase a ‘half an hour’ of time for his presence always
reaffirmed for us that we were important, we were valuable, and most of
all, we were loved.
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I’m very much aware that my deepest images of God have come from my parents.
There is an old proverb that says: W hat God is to the world – so parents are to their
children. We learn about God from the ones who nurture us. It is because of my parents that
my God is a God of presence – One who always has time for me – One who cherishes me
and longs to spend time with me in a joyful abandon – One who constantly reminds me that
I am important, and valuable, and most of all, loved.

Twenty Father’s Days have come and gone. Our family expanded with Joseph and
Rachel, and now my once little children are young adults. I continue to be grateful to God
(and certainly to Melissa) for allowing me the chance to be an image-bearer of God to them,
no matter how imperfect an instrument I might be. Honestly, I have had more than my share
of moments like that story above - moments when I was too busy, too over-committed, too
stressed out and anxious about life to pay attention to the ones who bring my life meaning.
Life today is busier than ever and even more confusing. I stand indicted by the story I shared
with you, and I continue to be a work in progress. So the story, like the Gospel, comes with
a challenge for all of us. Whomever is in our care, whomever we are called to nurture,
whomever we love – we must always remember that we are image-bearers of God for them.
Each time someone comes to us with a concern and we put our phone down, or turn
off Netflix, or pause our Facebook surfing and give another our full attention, we remind
them that they are important to us and we become an image of God to them, a God who
always claims them as important. Each time we listen to another person - really listen - to
understand, and not merely to respond, when we hear what they are saying and discern
perhaps what they are not saying, we remind them that they are valuable. We become an
image of God for them, a God who tells them of their infinite worth. Every time we forgive
another, or heal a relationship or give someone a second chance, we become an image of
God for them, a God whose love is endless and enduring.
In the summer days ahead, I pray you will find ways to be present to those you love,
to those with whom you work, to strangers you meet along the way.
Be an image of God.
Always.

Pastor Jeff

June Congregational Meeting
Each year, we hold a mid-year congregational
meeting to elect Council members and take care of
any other business as needed. This year’s meeting
will be Sunday, June 12th, at 9:00 am in the
Community Room. We have a number of Council
members to elect and re-elect:
For a three year-term:




Bruce Frey
Andrea Voss - Virtual Community
Matt Getzlaff
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Office and Contact Information
Phone.......................................... 608-222-3833
Office Email
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Office Correspondence Drop Box
................... outside the main front entrance
Website .......................... messiahchurch.com
Office Hours ..................... Monday - Friday
............................................ ..8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Pastor ............................. Jeff Vanden Heuvel
.................... pastorjeff@messiahchurch.com

Just a reminder that Council minutes are available for
people who are interested in reviewing them. Just
contact the office at 608-222-3833 and a copy can be
emailed or mailed to you.

Visitation Pastor .............. Mark Petersen
................ pastormark@messiahchurch.com

We hope you will plan to join us for the meeting to
elect our new council leaders.

Executive Ministry Assistant
…………...…………..……….....….…..Judy Armelin
................... ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Samantha Taylor - Council President

Coordinator of Worship and Music
.................................................................... Clyde Nyhus
............................ music@messiahchurch.com

Treasurer’s Report
April Treasurer’s Report
The Pledged Revenue received through the first four
months of 2022 was $227,800 compared to the
budget of $194,300 so we are $33,500 ahead of the
budget. General Fund expenses for the first four
months were $191,300 compared to the budget of
$202,600, so we are $11,300 under budget.
The Gundlach Family Fund assisted two families with
rent, $700 in total.
Tim Coulthart - Treasurer

Business Manager .................... Tim Coulthart
............................... timc@messiahchurch.com

Coordinator of Children’s and
Family Ministry & Ministry Support
Coordinator .......................Elizabeth Crummy
........... familyministry@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Youth and
Family Ministry.....................Teresa Palumbo
............................ youth@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Senior Adult Ministry
......................................................... Keith Schlesinger
.............adultministry@messiahchurch.com
Facilities Managers………....….Rich Valenta
……………………..…………….………...John Nerad
....................... building@messiahchurch.com
Janitorial Services ……....Larry Kaltenberg
Video Specialist ....................... Steve Cheramy
............................ video@messiahchurch.com
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We have some of the most amazing humans in our visitation
ministry! This year, some of them have accompanied their care
receiver through to their final day--loving them to the end.
“Do you ever wonder what the world would be like if we loved, as
though it were our last day?”
Daily, I am reading a pondering by an old sage named Steven
Charleston who wrote the book “Hope as Old as Fire.” Steven is a retired Episcopal
Bishop and citizen of the Choctaw Nation. In over forty years of service he has been a
priest to reservation communities, the bishop of Alaska and an inspirational teacher. But
he is best known around the world for his advocacy of indigenous people, spiritual renewal
and reconciliation.
His reflections invite you to slow down, catch your breath and discover a quiet truth within:
“Love as though it were your last day, with a heart unguarded in affection. Let no hurt
contain you, but claim the high mountain of your spirit, a radiant freedom to forgive flowing
from you like first light. Be the kindness you were born to be, the mercy for which you were
made. Love as though it were your last day. For if you live as if you were in heaven, you
will know why God eternal life has given.” (May 9th)
“Love as though it were your last day…” This piece of wisdom speaks to the timeless
events of our lives. In the background, I can hear Tim McGraw singing, “Live Like You
Were Dying.”
Take a moment to watch and listen: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9TShlMkQnc
I invite you to begin each day this week with a prayer – “Beloved, help me to love as
though this was my last day.”
Visiting others as if it were our last day!
Mark
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Sophie Christianson
Caroline Cultrano

Congratulations to

Lexie Griffin

Our Confirmands!

Brittney Kasperski
Brooke Marchowska
Max Marty
AJ Nelson
Evan Olson
Micah Olson
Willem Reese
Savannah Rodefeld
Trent Rodefeld
Jordan Sarubbi
Emma Schwarting

Liam Schwarting
Mia Straka
Mason Weise
Max White
Chase Yinko

Our Messiah Family Has Grown
Holy Baptism Celebrated
Sofia Lillian Selchert

Daughter of Aaron and Kalli

I have called you by name,
you are mine.

First Communion
On April 30 and May 1st Messiah
celebrated the First Communion
of these young members.
Sam Allen
Isaiah Anderson
Milo Arnold
Kristin Davison
Daniel DeFour
Sarah Fleener
Betsy Foster
Ivy Gennrich
Henry Gitzlaff
Gemma Griffin

Ollie Hillman
John Kuranz
Addison LaMore
Madden Meyer
Elin Pearson
Theo Penticoff
Eli Robaidek
Vivian Taylor
Isla Thal
Lucy Vezina

ELCA Social Statement Series

The Column

June 2022 | page 6

People have been asking where the ELCA
stands on some very important topics.
Each month, we will be highlighting one of the
ELCA’s Social Statements for our prayerful
reflection beginning with “Church in Society”.

1991 - Church In Society

1991 - Abortion
1991 - The Death Penalty
1993 - Caring for Creation
1995 - Peace
1999 - Economic Life
2003 - Health and Health
Care
2007 - Education
2009 - Human Sexuality
2011 - Genetics
2013 - The church and
criminal justice
2019 - Sexism

Church in Society: A Lutheran Perspective articulates the teaching of the ELCA on the church's relation to society and its public presence and responsibilities. The statement begins with the claim that the
witness of the church in society flows from its identity as a community that lives from, and for, the gospel. It sets forth the basic affirmations that structure
how faith is active in a love that calls for justice in
relationships and structures of society.
The statement also identifies as basic commitments
the church's institutional witness in society, the baptismal vocation of individual Christians, and the
church as a community of moral deliberation. This
document was the first social statement, adopted by
the ELCA in 1991.
Summaries of each social statement will be available
in print form on the kiosk.
Links to the summary and the full social statement
will be available in the Messiah Weekly News.
If you would like a hard copy of
the full statement, please contact
the office at
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
and one will be mailed to you.
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The ELCA’s Declaration to the People of African Descent
NOW IS THE TIME is a new study guide that helps congregations wrestle with the
meaning of the “Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent.” The study guide
stresses realism, self-examination and accountability as the church “apologiz[es] to
people of African descent for [its] complicity in slavery and its enduring legacy of
racism in the United States and globally.”
If you missed the registration for the conversation below you can always read the
course documents by going to the ELCA website or you can find the links to the
documents in Messiah Weekly News on our website.

Course Materials:
Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent
Declaration Study Guide
Now is the Time Participant Materials
Join the Conversation!
The Synod Racial Equity Ministry Team and the Synodical Women of the ELCA invite you to
participate in a guided discussion on the Declaration.
There will be five sessions of two hours each, held on Monday evenings in May – August (see
schedule below). Each session concludes with an assignment, including reading the background
material for the coming session. Participants will be encouraged to journal throughout the
study. This study is designed as a course to be taken as a whole and allows for building trusting
relationships as the participants wrestle with the complexity of understanding racism in the United
States and in the ELCA as a church.
Want to participate? Email Robyn Zimmerman in the synod office at
robynz@scsw-elca.org. After you register, you will receive a confirmation email and the Zoom link
for joining the meeting.
Schedule of Sessions
Monday Evenings, 7pm – 9pm, via Zoom
May 23 – Now is the Time for Truth-Telling
June 20 – Now is the Time for Understanding the Meaning and Impact of Slavery
July 11 – Now is the Time for Examining Systemic Racism
July 25 – Now is the Time for Realizing and Owning White Supremacy within the ELCA
August 8 – Now is the Time for Racial Justice, Reconciliation and Reparations
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Play Ball!
Mark July 14 on your calendar for SAM’s Messiah Night at
the Ballpark. The Mallards will host Green Bay at 6:35 pm.
Tickets are $22.00 and include a reserved seat and all the
food and Pepsi you can eat from 5:30 pm until 7:00 pm.
You’ll find typical stadium concession food such as hot
dogs, brats, hamburgers, cole slaw, potato salad, etc.
Alcohol is not included with the Pepsi Tailgate. Reserved
tables will be available under the tent behind first base.
Parking is complimentary at Warner Park.
Order forms are available on the kiosk in the gathering area at church or by sending
an email to adultministry@messiahchurch.com
Bring your friends!!! Keith

Bread Breakers is an adult fellowship opportunity. New groups for 2022-23 will form in September. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the Gathering Space kiosk in June. Please sign
up to participate.
Groups of 6-8 may include both couples and singles, who take turns hosting each other for
a meal in their homes. You could be in a group with people you already know and/or others who will be new to you. You share brunch, dinner or lunch, fancy or casual food, on
whatever schedule works best for the group’s members. The only rule is to have fun and
get to know each other over food and conversation.
We’ll take all names received by mid-September and form groups, then send you a list of
the people in your group with their contact information. Once the groups are formed its
members decide how to proceed. One household will be assigned to make initial contact
with others in the group. You should get together with your group as you can, meeting in
each home between Fall 2022 and late Spring/early Summer 2023.
To participate in 2022-23, sign up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Gathering Space
at church, call Barb & Walt Herrod at 608-318-2129, or email the Herrods at
bwhfam@gmail.com. Also contact us if you want more details to help inform your decision
about participating.
We’d be happy to answer your
questions.

Children’s & Family Ministry
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Thank you to the families who participated in at home Sunday School and also to the families who participated in First
Communion classes and celebrations in the fall and
spring this 21-22 school year. While learning in our own
homes, we also worked together to support the Visitation
Ministry with Easter cards and supply Easter baskets to St.
Stephen's Food Pantry. We celebrated together on 5/22 with
some in person activities.
Stay tuned over the summer for information about next fall. We are hoping to resume
Sunday School classes and enjoy our new educational space. Elizabeth will communicate primarily via email, so please be sure she has your correct email.
We will need teachers, substitute teachers and a variety of volunteers to make our program a success. Please think about if this ministry might be right for you. More information is to come in the July Column. Contact Elizabeth
at familyministry@messiahchurch.com or 608-235-6910 if you'd like to explore this volunteer opportunity.

Summer 2022 Mission Trip for Youth in Grades 8-12, July 24-29
All youth, in grades 8-12, are encouraged to join us for the summer mission trip. We
are planning to serve in St. Louis, Missouri. These trips are a wonderful opportunity
to build community and to explore service and mission.

Ministry Support Coordinator
Watch the weekly news, Facebook and the church website for news of if, when and how
traditional summer projects and events may return. Leaders of various projects are determining how things will progress this summer.
Stay tuned for information about a possible return of Soda and Sangria and more related to Women's Ministry.

Save the Date for the
No Fear All Fun Run/Walk!
This annual event is scheduled for Saturday, August 13,
at Lake Farm County Park. Registration is open and
ready, t-shirts will be available as well! If you would like
to participate in any way, just go to the home page www.nofearallfun.org. f you
have any questions, please contact Sherri Neill at 608-234-2897.
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On Going Needs:
The Road Home Wish List►






Toilet paper and paper towels
Cleaning supplies
Feminine hygiene products
Laundry and dish detergent
Gift cards for gas and grocery
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Jail Ministry►
 NKJV Large Print Bibles
 Study Bibles
 Non-fiction Christian Books
 Books in Spanish

(All donations must be paperback or soft cover)

St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
For sanitary and safety reasons, please note
that we can only accept unopened items. We Clear Soda Bottles
also prefer full-sized (instead of travel-sized) We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda
items when possible.
bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to
Social Outreach Committee Meeting be filled with laundry soap. Please place
them in the separate plastic bin in the
Monday, July 11th at 6:00 pm. The meeting will collection area. Please be sure they are
be held in the lower level meeting room. Please
rinsed and dry.
park in the lower lot and come in through
Entrance C.

Care Net of Dane County’s Elizabeth House
This year we will again be taking a collection for Care Net's Elizabeth House from
Mother's Day through Father's Day during their Baby Bottle Campaign.
Their mission it to honor life by modeling Christ. They provide life-affirming care that
meets the needs of individuals who may face an unexpected pregnancy.
The Elizabeth House is a refuge to single, expectant women who need a safe place to stay
until they are self-sufficient and ready to live on their own. They can stay there 8 to 12
months at no cost while they take parenting classes, build resources by learning how to
budget, find a job or go to school, and making friends and creating a community. Please
help us help them.
You have several options for helping us help them. To make a donation, you can do so on
Messiah's website, mail it to the church, put it in the mail drop box by the front door or put
it in the offering plate. If you are making out a check, make it out to Messiah and put
Elizabeth House on the memo line. The Gundlach fund will match all donations that are
sent in this way. Thank you in advance for your donations.
For more information about Elizabeth House please visit:
https://youtu.be/ZV4v9hl56Qw
https://youtu.be/Pty4Qu_YFl0
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Just a quick update.
In April we mailed 196 pads and 60 panties to
Little Dresses for Africa Dignity Project.
Again, thank you to all that made this possible.
Our next mailing will be June 15th.
Please continue to place all completed pad and
purchased panties in the collection bin near the
Community Room. If you have any questions about
how you can help please call June Nyhus at 608241-5855.
Save Your Pull Tabs
We have been collecting aluminum pull tabs to benefit The Ronald McDonald
House. This includes beverages can tabs and canned veggies, fruit, soup, pet
food and any other can with a ring pull tab.
There is a container in the Social Hall next to the pop machine and one on the
ledge by the window to the Hospitality Room where you can drop your
tabs. You can also drop them at the church office. Having recently started
this project, we have already delivered 15 pounds of tabs.
Messiah-Gunderson Blood Drive►
Back Pack Collection►
Thank you! You’re the Best!
Backpack Collection--We
The Messiah Gunderson Red Cross Blood
will be collecting
Drive on May 10th collected 54 units of blood
backpacks and supplies for
from 62 presenting donors. We had an amazschools this year. We are in
ing number of volunteers who worked to
conversation with the
support the drive. Special thanks to June Nyschools and will be able to
hus, Jim Alsmo, Marilyn Foss, Naoma Michaegive
you
more
specific information as it
lis, Dawn Olson, Mary Marshall, Walt Herrod,
becomes
available.
Please watch The
Barb Herrod, Grace Kyllo, and Kathy Lukens.

Column and the Weekly News over the
summer months for a list of supplies.

Gratefully,
Elizabeth Crummy -Chair

July 25 at
3:00 pm
(No Meeting in
June)
Lower Level
Conference

Room

National Day of Prayer►

Many thanks to all those who were able to share
part of their day on May 5th to participate in the
Messiah prayer vigil for National Day of Prayer. It
was truly a joy and a blessing to see people
coming in to focus on prayer. Some of you also
told me you would be participating from home.
That is the beauty of prayer, wherever we are, God
is present. Again, many thanks!
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 pm Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 am Worship Service
10:00 am Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

Ladies Lunch Bunch
Dates below are for Team 11 – June 20
the start of your
Terry Rieck
mowing week
Howie Hanold
John Nerad
Team 9 – June 6
Team 12 – June 27
Fred Anderson
Tim Ryan
Kelli Weisinger
Chip Plummer
Kyle Weisinger
Matt Klaila
Team 10 – June 13
Thank you to Tom &
Tim O’Brien
Marlene Green, Jean
Mike Nelson
Boehnen, and Lamont
Dan Weber
& Corinne Liefke for

planting our raised bed
and around the
Messiah Sign.

We will be meeting on

Wednesday, July 13th at 11:30 am
at Oakstone
304 Commerce Parkway
Cottage Grove, 53527
Please sign up on the kiosk.
If you have any questions, please call
Claire Gensch at 920-319-6731 or
Mary Kedzie at 262-716-4600

