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It is hard to believe that I have now been at Messiah for a little over
six months. How time flies. I am very happy to be at Messiah and
to serve as your Executive Ministry Assistant. I know that I will never
get to know everyone in the congregation, however, as we begin
our new ministry year in September, I hope to meet more of you in
person.
When I was hired, there were two very important tasks – help select
a new Church Management software program and assist with the
redesign of the website. The church management software we
were using, Roll Call, was being phased out and would not be
supported in the near future. A few months after my arrival we
began looking for a system that we thought would help us move
forward in our ministry together.
Last month, we decided to go with “Realm”, the number one
ranked church management system. Realm worked well with our
other systems and the designer of Roll Call now works for Realm so
we thought the conversion of data would go smoothly. A few
weeks ago, our data was moved from Roll Call into Realm and we
have begun to use the system for several office tasks. You may
have noticed, if you stopped getting your Messiah Weekly News in
January, that the news is back in your email inbox. Our Weekly
News is now sent via Realm.
During the month of July, our church council and the staff will be
trained in using Realm and begin to prepare the system for roll out
to the congregation.
message continues on page 2
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Office and Contact Information
Phone.......................................... 608-222-3833
Office Email
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Office Correspondence Drop Box
................... outside the main front entrance
Website .......................... messiahchurch.com
Office Hours ..................... Monday - Friday
............................................ ..8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Pastor ............................. Jeff Vanden Heuvel
.................... pastorjeff@messiahchurch.com
Visitation Pastor .............. Mark Petersen
................ pastormark@messiahchurch.com

Business Manager.....................Tim Coulthart
............................... timc@messiahchurch.com
Executive Ministry Assistant
…………...…………..……….....….…..Judy Armelin
................... ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Worship and Music
.................................................................... Clyde Nyhus
............................ music@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Children’s and
Family Ministry & Ministry Support
Coordinator....................... Elizabeth Crummy
........... familyministry@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Youth and
Family Ministry .................... Teresa Palumbo
............................ youth@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Senior Adult Ministry
......................................................... Keith Schlesinger
.............adultministry@messiahchurch.com

In August, we will have a soft roll
- out to the congregation,
encouraging members to create
accounts, and update their
profiles. The system is very
intuitive, and if you have been
using the Messiah Online
Directory that we are using now,
Realm is similar to that and a
whole lot more.
One of the great aspects about Realm is that the
only people who can access Messiah’s system are
Messiah members. Members will be sent an
invitation to Realm to set up a login for an account
that will then need to be accepted by Messiah.
Only Messiah members and Associate members
will be invited to set up accounts.
In August, and continuing throughout the year, I
will be available for individual tutorials for those
needing more direction in using Realm. We will
also hold tutoring sessions on how to use specific
aspects of the system. Realm can be an amazing
tool to help our congregation keep connected and
informed.
I look forward to meeting
you in person, in the future,
and seeing you “On Realm”.

Facilities Managers………....….Rich Valenta
……………………..…………….………...John Nerad
....................... building@messiahchurch.com
Janitorial Services ……....Larry Kaltenberg
Video Specialist ........................Steve Cheramy
............................ video@messiahchurch.com

Judy Armelin
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Messiah Lutheran Church thanks our out going Church Council
Members for their service to our congregation.
Carla Fears - 6 years
Leanne Widen - 5 years
Glenn Schmitz - 6 years

Welcome New Council Members
Andrea Voss, Matt Gitzlaff and Bruce Frey

Messiah Church Council
Officers
President ……..Samantha Taylor
Vice-President ….Kathy Lukens
Secretary …..…….Mike Palovcsik
Treasurer ….....…...Tim Coulthart

Ministry Liaisons
Worship and Music Ministry ……….. Kate Mennenga

Property …………………………………………... Mike Palovcsik
Children and Family Ministry ………...…...Matt Gitzlaff
Youth Ministry ………………………………Samantha Taylor
Social Outreach Ministry …………………….....Bruce Frey
Evangelism Ministry ………………………..Nancy Beszhak
Stewardship Ministry …………………….…….Andrea Voss

Senior Adult Ministry ………………………...Kathy Lukens
Women’s Ministry …………………….…………….Kay Olson

Treasurer’s Report
May Treasurer’s Report
The Pledge Revenue received through the first five months of 2022 was $279,000
compared to the budget of $242,900 so we are $36,100 ahead of the budget. General Fund expenses for the first four months were $233,900 compared to the budget of $253,200, so we are $19,300 under budget.
The Gundlach Family Fund assisted two families with rent, $700 in total.
Tim Coulthart - Treasurer

Visitation Ministry
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The great poet, Ralph Waldo Emerson, once wrote, “The
creation of a thousand forests is in one acorn.” When you
think about it, the oak sleeps in the acorn.
Our granddaughters found a robin’s nest that had fallen out
of the tree. Two blue eggs were destroyed, but one
remained. They knew that the bird waits in the egg, so we
gently lifted the delicate egg into the nest and resituated the
nest in the nearby beech tree.
Julian of Norwich, one of my favorite mystics, noticed all of
creation in a tiny hazelnut and she saw that it was fragile, but that it endured
because God loved it. This is just like a number of our care receivers who we visit
every month. There is a delicate fragileness in visitation ministry that simply
requires listening ears, open hearts and the willingness to see a forest of God’s love
in each precious child of God. Our care receivers emanate the wonder of God’s
love. Sometimes one of our care givers enters our sacred circle announcing a love
that has been poured out upon them in their most recent visit.
Here we have Julian of Norwich, mystic from the Middle Ages, holding a hazelnut
while God stirred her curiosity:
“God showed me in my palm a little thing round as a ball about the size of a
hazelnut.
I looked at it with the eye of my understanding and asked myself: ‘What is this thing?’
And I was answered: ‘It is everything that is created.”
I wondered how it could survive since it seemed so little
it could suddenly disintegrate into nothing.
The answer came: ‘It endures and ever will endure,
because God loves it.’
And so everything has being because of God’s love.”
Can you imagine all of creation as a single, loved
entity in the palm of your hand? Tiny but
immense? Microcosm of the vast macrocosm?
All of it loved!
Next time you find an acorn or hazelnut, picture
a forest of God’s love.
Mark
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Please Welcome New Members
Dan Jauch & Jane Allen-Jauch
Scott & Andrea Voss

Sean & Carlie Freidel
and their children Emmett & Ruby
Dan & Nancy Battist
David & Heddy Grove
Doreen Davidson
Tom & Betty Showers
We’re Glad You Have Chosen Messiah
as Your New Church Home!

Holy Baptism Celebrated
Brycen James Kelley
Son of Amanda and John

Maverick Thomas Wilson Crary
Son of Lynsey and Brandon

I have called you by name,
you are mine.

ELCA Social Statement Series
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People have been asking where the ELCA
stands on some very important topics.
Each month, we will be highlighting one of the
ELCA’s Social Statements for our prayerful
reflection beginning with “Church in Society”.
Abortion

1991 - Church In Society

1991 - Abortion
1991 - The Death Penalty
1993 - Caring for Creation
1995 - Peace
1999 - Economic Life
2003 - Health and Health
Care
2007 - Education
2009 - Human Sexuality
2011 - Genetics
2013 - The church and
criminal justice
2019 - Sexism

The ELCA’s social statement entitled Abortion is
grounded in the conviction that “Christians are united in Christ through faith with both the freedom and
obligation to engage in serious moral deliberation.” (page 1) As ELCA social teaching it draws upon
this community’s faith tradition that understands
God’s life-giving purposes as pressing “beyond the
usual ‘pro-life’ versus ‘pro-choice’ language.” (page
2) The social statement provides guidance for pastoral care and deliberation regarding unintended
pregnancies as well as basic themes for reflecting on
and discussing public policy issues. It was adopted
by the 1991 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.
Summaries of each social statement will be available
in print form on the kiosk.
Links to the summary and the full social statement
will be available in the Messiah Weekly News.
If you would like a hard copy of the full statement,
please contact the office at
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
and one will be mailed to you.
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Backpack

Messiah will be collecting school supplies for
Backpack
six (6) Madison schools as well as DAIS, Road
Home and the Salvation Army. Our goal is to Composition notebook
fill 140 backpacks.
Wide-ruled 1-subject notebooks
Collection will run from July 1 - August 7.
School supplies are preferred, but if you
cannot shop, we can shop for you.
Monetary donations are due by August 1.
Collection bins will be in the Gathering
Space starting on July 1.
A list of needed school supplies are noted
here, but will also be on the display table in
the Gathering Space.

(different colors)

Solid colored plastic pocket folders
(different colors)
Glue Sticks (No Elmer’s Glue)
Plastic Pencil Box
Ticonderoga Pencils
Erasers
Crayola Crayons
Scissors suited for age level

We are asking for name brand specific
supplies because they last longer than the
other brands and are well worth the money.

Crayola Markers
(thick or thin tipped)

If you have any questions, please contact
Pam Aldrich at 608-695-7934 or
p-taldrich@sbcglobl.net.

Post It Notes

Crayola Colored Pencils
Dry Erase Markers
3x5 Index cards

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)
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Every two weeks a group of 10-12 Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) members volunteer for three
hours at Second Harvest Food Bank (SHFB). Everyone sits around a couple of tables and
help affix ingredient labels on to cans of food. The cans are then re-boxed and placed on a
pallet. Depending on the size of the cans, it is common to build anywhere from two pallets
on up to five or six pallets of canned goods. SHFB is incredibly pleased with the SAM
partnership. Here is the report for June 13, 2022 from SHFB…
Your recent gift of time was used to prepare food for distribution throughout our 16-county
service area in southwestern Wisconsin. I am delighted to share that the
27 hours your group donated on Monday, June 13, 2022 has an
equivalent value at Second Harvest of up to 5,196 meals!
Michelle Orge, SHFB President/CEO
In a month, SAM will account for over 10,000 meals. Our project with
SHFB is a year-round event. Our next opportunity to work with SHFB is
July 11 from 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm. To sign up, send an email to
adultministry@messiahchurch.com

SAM is indeed putting a dent in food insecurity in southern Wisconsin!

Bread Breakers is an adult fellowship opportunity. New groups for 2022-23 will form in
September. A sign-up sheet is posted on the Gathering Space kiosk. Please sign up to
participate.
Groups of 6-8 may include both couples and singles, who take turns hosting each other for
a meal in their homes. You could be in a group with people you already know and/or others
who will be new to you. You share brunch, dinner or lunch, fancy or casual food, on whatever schedule works best for the group’s members. The only rule is to have fun and get to
know each other over food and conversation.
We’ll take all names received by mid-September and form groups, then send you a list of
the people in your group with their contact information. Once the groups are formed, its
members decide how to proceed. One household will be assigned to make initial contact
with others in the group. You should get together with your group as you can, meeting in
each home between Fall 2022 and late Spring/early Summer 2023.
To participate in 2022-23, sign up on the sheet posted on the kiosk in the Gathering Space
at church, call Barb & Walt Herrod at 608-318-2129, or email the Herrods at
bwhfam@gmail.com. Also contact us if you want more details to help inform your decision
about participating.
We’d be happy to answer your
questions.

Children’s & Family Ministry
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We are in the process of figuring out what Sunday School
could look like next year. Please watch the website, weekly
news, Facebook and for emails from Elizabeth for updatesplease be sure she has your correct contact information. If
the decision is made to offer in-person Sunday School, we
are going to need volunteers to make it a reality. Stay
tuned for our vision!

Ministry Support Coordinator
We are in the process of figuring out what activities can resume, which ones might
change and what else we might offer. Please watch the website, weekly news and
Facebook for updates.
We are always looking for people to be involved with the weekend services as readers, communion assistants, ushers, coffee makers and especially, to help with the
setup and clean up of the altar. We are currently discussing how we might reincorporate greeters in the future as well. You can choose the services and your
schedule is completely flexible!

Youth on Wednesdays (YOW)
Summer 2022 Mission Trip - St Louis, Missouri - July 24-29
All youth, in grades 8-12, are encouraged to join us for the summer mission trip.
We are planning to serve in St. Louis, Missouri. These trips are a wonderful
opportunity to build community and to explore service and mission. We also have a
lot of fun! The cost is $150. Scholarships are available. For more information about
the Mission Trip visit the Youth-Middle/High School webpage. Please contact
Teresa Palumbo for more details at 608.279.7460.

Save the Date for the
No Fear All Fun Run/Walk!
This annual event is scheduled for Saturday, August 13,
at Lake Farm County Park. Registration is open and
ready, t-shirts will be available as well! If you would like
to participate in any way, just go to the home page www.nofearallfun.org. If you
have any questions, please contact Sherri Neill at 608-234-2897.

Social Outreach Ministry
On Going Needs:
The Road Home Wish List►






Toilet paper and paper towels
Cleaning supplies
Feminine hygiene products
Laundry and dish detergent
Gift cards for gas and grocery
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Monday
July 25 at
3:00 pm
Lower Level
Conference

Room

For sanitary and safety reasons, please note
that we can only accept unopened items. We St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
also prefer full-sized (instead of travel-sized)
items when possible.
Clear Soda Bottles
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda
Jail Ministry►
bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to
 NKJV Large Print Bibles
be filled with laundry soap. Please place
them in the separate plastic bin in the
 Study Bibles
collection area.
 Non-fiction Christian Books
 Books in Spanish (All donations must be
Please be sure they are rinsed and dry.
paperback or soft cover)

Message from Social Outreach Ministry Committee
Messiah has been blessed over the years with an amazing group of people who have seen a
need in the community and globally and have given of their time and talents to make a
difference. You know them as the Social Outreach Ministry. Some of the projects that have
been carried out by Social Outreach include on-going collections for The Road Home and
at Christmas, the Mitten Tree, the pudding collection, Christmas gifts for residents at the
YWCA, clothing collections for children at several Madison schools, collections for residents
of The Triangle, sales from Just Bakery, the craft and bake sale which benefits 3 charities,
Elizabeth House and many, many more.
Social Outreach Ministry is putting out a call for new members! We meet 3 times a year,
about an hour each, so time commitment to meetings is minimal. These meetings are a
chance for everyone to be together to discuss how the various projects are coming along
and see if someone needs help and to decide collectively on additional/future projects.
Our next meeting is Monday, July 11th at 6:00 pm. in the lower level meeting room. If you
have an interest in being a part of a great group of people doing good things for others in
the community, please join us! (Park in the lower lot and come in through Entrance C.) If
you would like more information, please call Karen Verhagen (608-335-6304).

Ongoing Dignity Project
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Just a quick update.
In June we mailed 119 pads and 70 panties to
Little Dresses for Africa Dignity Project.
Again, thank you to all that made this possible.
Our next mailing will be August15th.
Please continue to place all completed pad and
purchased panties in the collection bin near the
Community Room. If you have any questions about
how you can help please call June Nyhus at 608241-5855.
Save Your Pull Tabs
We have been collecting aluminum pull tabs to benefit The Ronald McDonald
House. This includes beverages can tabs and canned veggies, fruit, soup, pet
food and any other can with a ring pull tab.
There is a container in the Social Hall next to the pop machine and one on the
ledge by the window to the Hospitality Room where you can drop your
tabs. You can also drop them at the church office.

A special thank you to all who have contributed to this collection.

Messiah Church Council and the Social Outreach Ministry have endorsed a project
to help four (4) Ukrainian families in Madison.
Ben and Maria Llewellyn are currently hosting one Ukrainian refugee family of 5
(The Sokors) in their home. They are also helping 3 other families that already have
Humanitarian Parole approval to come to the US in the middle of July. These four
families have 9 children total, all between the ages of 4 and 11. Coming to Madison
together gives them the opportunity to support each other as they look to rebuild
their lives, find work, and raise their children in safety.
To learn more about their journey with the Ukrainian family, please watch the video
that aired on Channel 3000. https://www.channel3000.com/helping-her-homelandlocal-ukrainian-born-nurse-embarks-on-journey-to-help-refugeesin-czech-republic/
We will have envelopes available for your donations. Please make
your check out to Messiah Lutheran Church with Ukrainian Family
Fund written in the memo line. Our collection will be matched with
the Gundlach Family Fund.
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U. S. Postage
PAID
Madison, Wisconsin
Permit No. 999

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716

Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 pm Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 am Worship Service
10:00 am Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

Vases Needed
Dates below are for the
start of your mowing week
Team 13 – July 4
Bill Durkin
Don Hehenberger
Mike Digman

Team 1 – July 18
Chris Gingher
Bill Gingher Jr
Tim Coulthart

Team 14 – July 11
Jeff Misfeldt
Deb Diewald
Peter Buchert

Team 2 – July 25
David Down
Lamont Liefke
Jim Miller

Thank you to Tom & Marlene Green,
Jean Boehnen, and Lamont & Corinne Liefke
for planting our raised bed and around the
Messiah Sign.

If you have any vases at home that look
like this, please return/donate them to
Messiah for our Sunday Worship.
Bringing our own vases help save
money on our flower arrangements.

8 inches
tall

