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The Easter season is not one day, but
every day! You receive this column with
still four-fifths of the Easter season to
celebrate.
I love Jacquie Lawson’s animated ecards.
Every Easter family and friends receive a
new message to welcome this season.
You may be one of those who received the
greeting, titled “Metamorphosis.” It
features butterflies flowing towards a cross
wrapped in a resurrection cloth at sunrise. The scene was lovely. My
friend Maureen in the Chicago area responded:
Thank you, Mark. It seems the caterpillars and butterflies understood.
Blessings to you and yours. Maureen

Maureen is spot-on. I think caterpillars and butterflies thoroughly
recognize the resurrection. Years ago, I picked up two beautiful
butterflies that moved their wings and attached them to a cross adorned
with fresh flowers. The eyes of children were fixated on the butterflies
tucked carefully within the floral display. They even wondered if we had
trained butterflies.
Here is a beautiful poem for Easter, it comes out of Prayers for
Evolutionary Mystics, by Bruce Sanguin:
And on this day,
we gather to proclaim that
from the tomb of violence, crucifixion, and death,
Christ sheds His grave cloths,
like a butterfly sheds a cocoon.
He emerges, our winged hope,
an elegant embodiment
of a new vision for humanity.
Pastor Marks message continues on page 2
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For you,
chaos and death
are but nutrients – imaginal cells –
of a higher order,
a new creation,
an Easter re-formation,
which we could never imagine,
yet which is ours to claim –
a gift from an Easter God,
and an invitation
for us to spread our wings. Amen.

This is why caterpillars and butterflies understand Easter they have imaginal cells.
These are the dormant cells within a caterpillar’s body that emerge in the transformation of
the caterpillar into a butterfly.
Ponder with me -- what if we awoke the imaginal cells of our human consciousness?
What if, like the caterpillar seemingly dormant in the enveloping cocoon, we are doing the
most important work of transformation by cultivating our imaginal cells? If we do so, my
guess is, we’ll discover the big “WE”, the one in which we humans are not the starring role
at the center of the drama. So we ask, what if we are not in control?
It is appropriate to ruminate on John Lennon’s song, “Imagine” from fifty years ago:
You may say I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one
I hope someday you'll join us
And the world will be as one
Imagine no possessions
I wonder if you can
No need for greed or hunger
A brotherhood of man
Imagine all the people
Sharin' all the world
Yoo hoo
You may say I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one
I hope someday you'll join us
And the world will live as one

Imagine every day as Easter, every day where we live as one!
Spreading my wings – with you,
Mark

Pastor Mark

Messiah - Gunderson Blood Drive
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Messiah-Gunderson Blood Drive
We will be holding our 2022 blood drive on
Tuesday May 10th from 1:00-6:00 pm.
Thank you to everyone who has already signed up to donate
blood for this blood drive.
There are only 2 slots left-one at 4:30, and one at 5:00.
Walk-ins are always welcome, however, the wait time is usually around 15 minutes.
Jim Alsmo advocates for blood donation:
Jim is a long-time blood donor whose donations total over 21 gallons. Jim's connection to the Red Cross Blood Donor program is very personal. He began donating
several years after he was married in a response to a condition his wife developed.
He then became a donor for newborn babies at UW Hospitals who require a blood
donation. Jim will be there on May 10th to welcome you and answer questions you
may have about how it goes being a donor!

Treasurer’s Report
The Pledge Revenue received through the first three months of 2022 was $182,000
compared to the budget of $145,800 so we are $36,200 ahead of the budget. General Fund expenses for the first three months were $133,000 compared to the
budget of $151,900, so we are $18,900 under budget.
In March we sold the skid steer for $21,800 and purchased a John Deere lawn tractor for $21,000. The lawn tractor will provide more options for use around the
church property.
In March we collected $23,268 for the Ukraine-World Central Kitchen, this amount
was then matched by the Gundlach Family Fund for a total donation of $46,536.
Timothy Coulthart

National Day of Prayer
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Messiah will again join in celebrating The National Day of Prayer by holding a
prayer vigil on Thursday, May 5 from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Our goal is to have at least one person at a time in the sanctuary or the prayer
room, in prayer, during that time.
We ask that you commit to a 30 minute time slot. We will provide books and other
materials for you to use while you are here, and handouts which you are welcome
to take with you. You may bring any materials you would like to use, or just come
and pray for whatever is on your mind and in your heart.
New this year, you will also have the opportunity to prayerfully walk the labyrinth,
which will be set up in the Community Room.
Please sign up on the sheet on the kiosk in the
Gathering Space.
Questions, please call Clyde Nyhus at (608) 5164926, or email at music@messiahchurch.com.

Care Net of Dane County’s Elizabeth House
This year, we will again be taking a collection for Care Net's Elizabeth House from
Mother's Day through Father's Day during their Baby Bottle Campaign.
Their mission is to honor life by modeling Christ. They provide life-affirming care that
meets the needs of individuals who may face an unexpected pregnancy.
The Elizabeth House is a refuge to single, expectant women who need a safe place to stay
until they are self-sufficient and ready to live on their own. They can stay there 8 to 12
months at no cost while they take parenting classes, build resources by learning how to
budget, find a job or go to school, and making friends and creating a community. Please
help us help them.
You have several options for helping us help them. To make a donation you can do so on
Messiah's website, mail it to the church, put it in the mail drop box by the front door or put
it in the offering plate. If you are making out a check, make it out to Messiah and put
Elizabeth House on the memo line. The Gundlach fund will match all donations that are
sent in this way.
Thank you in advance for your donations.
For more information about Elizabeth House please visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZV4v9hl56Qw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pty4Qu_YFl0
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Please consider the purchase of panties (Girls size
14 or 16 or women's small or medium, any color or
style) to go along in the shipment . It is very
important that the girls have something to pin the
pads to. Thank you for your continuing support.
Please place completed projects and panties in
the bin, in the collection area, near the
Community Room. There are directions for
making the pads on the kiosk at church or contact
June Nyhus at (608) 241-5855.
Save Your Pull Tabs
We have started collecting aluminum pull tabs to benefit The Ronald
McDonald House. This includes beverages can tabs and canned veggies,
fruit, soup, pet food and any other can with a ring pull tab.
There is a container in the Social Hall, next to the pop machine, and one on
the ledge by the window to the Hospitality Room where you can drop your
tabs. You can also drop them at the church office. Having recently started
this project, we have already delivered 15 pounds of tabs.

Ladies Lunch Bunch
We will be meeting on

Wednesday, May 11h at 11:30 am
at Pasquales Cantina
1344 E. Washington (Hwy 151)
Madison
We will be in the “side room”, which is
private. Turn left at the main entrance
and go through the deli.
Masks required to enter
Please sign up on the kiosk.
If you have any questions, please call
Claire at 920-319-6731

May 2 - Team 4
Rich Valenta, Glenn Schmitz
Lloyd Mennenga
May 9 - Team 5
Jeff Trentadue, Pat Krebs
May 23 at
3:00 pm
Lower Level
Conference

Room
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Kennedy School Needs►
We are in need of underwear (small sizes
for boys and girls,) and all types of winter
gear. Check out the end-of-season sales!
The school is able to store winter gear for
next year. Gently used children’s coats etc.
are also appreciated.

Jail Ministry►
 NKJV Larger Print Bibles
 Study Bibles
 Non-fiction Christian books
 Books in Spanish
(All donations must be paperback or
softcover)
PLEASE NOTE - Jail Ministry is no longer
accepting reading glasses, socks, or cards.
St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
Clear Soda Bottles
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda
bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to
be filled with laundry soap. Please place them
in the separate plastic bin in the collection
area. Please be sure they are rinsed and dry.

Social Outreach
Ministry is humbled by the outpouring of donations for the
World Central
Kitchen’s mission
in the Ukraine
and surrounding areas.
The total amount raised was $23,268
and this will be matched by the
Gundlach Family Fund for a grand
total of $46,536.
We are so grateful to be part of this
generous and caring community!!

Thank you all!

The Road Home Wish List►
 Toilet paper and paper towels
 Cleaning supplies
 Feminine hygiene products
 Laundry and dish detergent
 Gift cards for gas and grocery
For sanitary and safety reasons, please
note that we can only accept unopened
items. We also prefer full-sized (instead
of travel-sized) items when possible.

Mountains of Food
May is our month to support the area food
pantries. This year, we will be supporting St.
Stephen’s & St. Mark’s Food Pantries. The
need is great, and Messiah has been very
generous in supporting this local food
effort. All contributions will be matched by
the Gundlach Family Fund. Special
envelopes will be in the pew card racks,
beginning May 7th. Please make checks
payable to Messiah, with Mountains of
Food in the memo line. If you contribute by
cash, please include your name on the
envelope.
Thank you in advance for your support!

Senior Adult Ministry
SAM Volunteers Needed to Label Cans
Second Harvest Food Bank is
opening up their operations further and they have asked us to
place labels on canned goods
every other Friday from 12:303:30 pm. This is a project where we sit and visit as we
label cans. It is a great way to meet Messiah people
and help the food bank all at the same time. Upcoming dates are May 6, May 20, June 3, and June 17.
Bring your neighbor, friend, another family member.
It is all for a good cause.
To sign up, send an email to adultministry@messiahchurch.com
UW Arboretum Hike –
Thursday, May 12
Ahhh, Spring at the Arboretum!
It should be pretty and fragrant!
The last time here was in the
fall, so let’s see how it looks in
the spring. We’ll wander on trails through the woods
and conclude in the horticultural gardens, where
maybe we’ll see some flowering trees.
We’ll depart the Messiah parking lot at 9:30 am, so
get there a little before that. Or you can meet us in
the Arboretum parking lot at 10:00 am. When you
register, tell us your preference. Our car holds three
passengers, so if there are more people we’ll need
additional drivers leaving from Messiah.
To register: Call Walt & Barb Herrod 518-567-6816
(Barb’s cell – leave message) or email bwhfam@gmail.com. We’ll call or email you back. We
ask that you always tell us the best number to reach
you on hike day in case we need to cancel at the
last minute.
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Office and Contact Information
Phone..................................... 608-222-3833
Office Email
.............. ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Office Correspondence Drop Box
.............. outside the main front entrance
Website ..................... messiahchurch.com
Office Hours ................ Monday - Friday
......................................... 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Pastor ........................ Jeff Vanden Heuvel
............... pastorjeff@messiahchurch.com
Visitation Pastor.......... Mark Petersen
........... pastormark@messiahchurch.com
Business Manager .............. Tim Coulthart
.......................... timc@messiahchurch.com
Executive Ministry Assistant
…………………………………….…..Judy Armelin
.............. ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Worship and Music
..............................................................Clyde Nyhus
....................... music@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Children’s and
Family Ministry & Ministry Support
Coordinator .................Elizabeth Crummy
...... familyministry@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Youth and
Family Ministry ...............Teresa Palumbo
....................... youth@messiahchurch.com
Coordinator of Senior Adult Ministry
................................................... Keith Schlesinger
........ adultministry@messiahchurch.com
Facilities Managers……….Rich Valenta
………………………………………...John Nerad
.................. building@messiahchurch.com
Janitorial Services
.....................................................Larry Kaltenberg
Wedding Day Assistant.....Wendy Bailey
..................... wendy@messiahchurch.com
Video Specialist.................. Steve Cheramy
........................video@messiahchurch.com
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Madison WI 53716
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Streamed Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 pm Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 am Worship Service
10:30 am Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00am - Noon
Monday-Friday

Dean Gardner
will begin celebrating his
50th Anniversary
of Music Ministry
at the 8:15 AM Liturgy on Sunday May 15th.
Please join us as we celebrate
this milestone in Dean's life.
A simple reception will follow the Service.

2022 Altar Flower Sign-Up
Please sign-up for the date(s) you
would like to sponsor flowers for
worship in 2022 by calling the office
at 608-222-3833 or contact Judy via
Email:
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.
Please include your phone number,
any special colors you might want,
and what you would like included in
the bulletin. The cost is $35 for each
date. You may pay for the flowers
close to the time of your chosen
date.

