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COME, open your door, there are friends waiting near
Who are eager to wish you a Happy New Year;
They ring at the bell and they’re ready to shout:
'The New Year is in and the old year is out;
Come, shout in reply to their message of cheer:
'Long life to you, friends, and a Happy New Year!'
The great American poet Edgar Guest understood that life is a process
of comings and goings - The New Year is in and the old year is out hello and goodbye. And yet, through it all, it is friendship that sustains
us and gives life our greatest meaning.
I am so aware of that this year as I say goodbye to Holly and Clyde
Tunak as they begin their new adventure of retirement. Clyde began
his work as Building Manager five years ago and Holly came on as
Administrative Assistant a year later. They were like friends showing up
at my door bringing blessings of joy and laughter. I have enjoyed their
presence on staff over these years, their competence and sense of
mission, their kindness, gentle hearts, their deep listening and concern
for the future of our faith community, their flexibility and ability to
work with various groups and people. All of this, and so much, more
they brought to their daily tasks - and always they blessed our space
and my life with joy and laughter. They are my friends.
It is indeed friendship that gives our lives meaning. My life is richer as
is the life of this congregation because of the friendship of Holly and
Clyde. Jesus knew quite a lot about friendship. Jesus said to his
friends: As the Creator has loved me so I have loved you. And again Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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There is no greater love than to lay down your life for your
friends. Or in another place - I do not call you servants
anymore, instead I call you friends. Jesus spoke of friends
and surrounded himself with friends because he believed
that every true friend pointed us to God, our Forever
Friend. Again, how grateful I am to call Holly and
Clyde my friends - they have given me a glimpse of God.
Still, Jesus also was aware that there are comings and
goings - The New Year is in and the old year is out - hello
and goodbye. He spends a good part of the Gospel of
John saying goodbye to his friends, speaking of gratitude
and sending them on their way knowing that they will
always be connected. So I begin this New Year by saying
goodbye to two staff members who have made coming
to the office such a joy and wishing them well on their
next adventure of faith, but also knowing that friendship
will endure.
As 2021 comes to an end, of this much we can be certain.
There will be new friends, waiting at the door, this year
eager to wish you a Happy New Year. Many of these
people will change your life forever, they will bring to you
a glimpse of God our Forever Friend. And there will be
friends whose lives have touched yours in a Forever way
to whom you need to express gratitude. Perhaps they are
retiring, or moving away, or striking out on a new path.
Pay attention to these friends in your life. Enjoy the
moments you share together. Be grateful for the journey.
Do not be afraid of transitions and change. Remember,
real friendship can endure transitions and change, and
will endure. Congratulations Clyde and Holly. Thank you
for all your terrific work! I look forward to where 2022 will
take you. Here is my wish today - Long life to you,
friends, and a Happy New Year!

Past

J
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A Very Special Thank You!!
There is an old French proverb: Gratitude is the
memory of the heart. Indeed, appreciation comes
when you feel grateful from the depths of your heart.
This is how I feel when I reflect back on my 20th
Anniversary weekend celebration. I was so surprised
by the outpouring of cards and affection, and of
course Melissa and I are overwhelmed by your
generous gifts. We feel so very grateful to have been
called to Messiah in 2001 and look forward to many
more years of friendship, laughter and love. I will
treasure the memory of that weekend and your
kindness in the depths of my heart, dear friends, and
in holding you close to my heart, I will always be …
grateful.
Past
J
n M i s

Our Messiah Family Has Grown
Please Welcome New Members
David Gliniecki
Amy Moore

Through Holy Baptism

Ed DeMeo
Suzanne Worborg
Landon Stelzer - child
Evelyn Stelzer - child

Lynsey Schmidt

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your
New Church Home!

I have called you by name,
you are mine.

Treasurer’s Report
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December and 2021 are both coming to a close and our church finances are in good shape. Your
thoughtful giving to the General and Capital Projects Funds exceeded our expectations. The
Pledged Offering received through 51 weeks (Dec. 19th) was $602,800, while the budget for the
full year was $562,200, so we are $40,600 ahead of the budget with 1 Sunday remaining. This
generous giving, combined with our spending within our budget, means that at the end of the
year, our revenues will exceed our expenses.
The Pledge Fund drive results through December 9th: the General Fund 315 families have
pledged $478,839 to the General Fund for 2022, an increase of 5.8 percent from last year’s
pledge total.
Excess Revenue Distribution Plan - At our most recent Council meeting, we discussed what
should be done with the excess revenues over expenses. Similar to what we have done in the
past ten years, we formulated a plan for these funds. The plan is slightly different than past years
as the council also determined that as all salaries were frozen last year, with our additional income, the salaried staff and custodian should receive a bonus, the total cost of the bonuses is
$7,500. The plan that will go before the congregation at the Annual Meeting on January 23rd is
that the remaining excess will go to our Local Mission partners: Campus Ministries, Domestic
Abuse Intervention Services, Jail Ministry, Porchlight, The Road Home, Project Home-Serving
Those Who Served, NAMI Dane County and the South Central Synod of Wisconsin. The final
amount will be determined after the close of the calendar year.
2022 Budget - The Council approved the budget at the meeting on December 14th. Pledge
Offering in the budget is based on the following factors; Current Year collections, 2022 Pledges
and past history, based on these three factors, we have set the amount at $583,800, which we
believe is a realistic amount based on the information provided. There are a few areas that have
increased budget amounts from 2021, one of those areas is salaries. After not increasing the
salaries in 2021 we increased the salaries in 2022 by 3.0 percent for parish staff and 4.5 percent
for the Pastor to catch up on past agreements. We also increased Visitation Pastor position by
21 percent to reflect the time spent on preparing for and preaching approximately every 6
weeks. In addition, we increased two expense lines, Stewardship (to cover increased credit card
fees), School Clothing (to cover more schools and more need). We also decreased a couple
lines, Youth Ministry to reflect a balance in the Youth Fund, Office Machines-we no longer lease
a copier and the Supply Pastor as these expenses are in the Visitation Pastor line.
Annual Meeting - The excess revenue distribution plan and 2022 budget will be discussed and
voted on at the Annual Meeting on January 23rd. If you have any questions, feel free give me a
call at (608-222-0503) or send me an email at timc@messiahchurch.com.

Timothy Coulhart

Social Outreach Ministry
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On Going Needs:

Kennedy School Needs ►
This is an ongoing collection.
• Winter coats, snow pants (especially for PK2nd graders),
• Waterproof mittens/gloves
• Boots.
• New, unopened packages of socks and
underwear for boys and girls
For sanitary and safety reasons, please note that we can
only accept unopened items. We also prefer full-sized
Save Your Soda Can Tabs ►
(instead of travel-sized) items when possible.
We have a new collection, we are saving pop
St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
►
tabs to benefit The Ronald McDonald House.
There is a container in the Social Hall next to the
• Toilet paper
• Cake mixes
soda machine where you can drop your tabs or
• Ramen Noodles
• Unopened packs
• Canned peas
dry or canned dog you can bring them to the office.
The Road Home Wish List►
►
• Toilet paper and paper towels
• Cleaning supplies
• Feminine hygiene products
• Laundry and dish detergent
• Gift cards for gas and grocery

•

Any kind of cereal

or cat food

Jail Ministry►
►
• NKJV Larger Print Bibles
Clear Soda Bottles ►
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda bottles • Study Bibles
for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to be filled with • Non-fiction Christian books
laundry soap. Please place them in the separate
• Books in Spanish
plastic bin in the collection area. Please be sure
(All donations must be paperback or softcover)
they are rinsed and dry.
PLEASE NOTE - Jail Ministry is no longer
accepting reading glasses, socks, or cards.

The Next
Social Outreach Ministry Meeting
will be held on
Monday, February 21, 2022
at 6:00 1@

Ongoing Dignity Project:►
►
Again, thanks to all who helped with the project,
in any way, last year. This year, it would be
great if we could help even more girls in Africa
stay in school and get an
education. Please consider
donating panties (girls size
14 or 16 or smaller adult
sizes), some fabric and

Jan 24 at
3:00

Lower Level
Conference
Room
batting that are needed to make the pads or
sewn pads. The next mailing will be February
15th.
Please place completed projects and panties in
the bin, in the collection area, near the
Community Room by February 15th.
Contact June Nyhus (608-241-5855) with any
questions or the instructions.

The Column

Racial Justice News
Book Study
he Racial Justice team is going to be offering a winter
Book Study: January 16, 30 and February 13, 9:20-10:20
BA, in the Conference Room. The book is My
Grandmother’s Hands: Racialized Trauma and the
Pathway to Mending Our Hearts and Bodies by
Resmaa Menakem. The registration link will be
needed for people to sign up and reserve their copy of
the book (first 20 copies).
Registration: https://docs.google.com/forms/
d//1FAIpQLSczjvGQb5V9CurjaGO3x0lFWMIZLDrnNP1
M7lvtHXAZ0uYtPw/viewform
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It is almost impossible to re-enter society, without a
lot of help: so no wonder so many people return to
prison.
I think even people who have full access to resources
would have trouble completing these tasks, so how
does the system expect those with few, or no
resources, to succeed?
I would have expected someone to not be released
until housing, counseling, job, medication, etc.
were in place for them and that is just not the case.

The compliance requirements had many challenges,
like the need for transportation, which required
Just Dane Prison Re-Entry Simulation Reflections
money. Wouldn't it be great if the system would
On October 23rd, 30 people affiliated with Bethel and
facilitate compliance by providing bus passes,
Messiah participated in a Just Dane Prison Re-Entry
enrollment in job searches and medical system
Simulation to gain some insights into what it is like
enrollment before release, and providing short-term
returning to society and the community after
housing so that folks wouldn't have to sleep in the
incarceration.
streets!!
We learned that, if your goal is to not re-enter prison
or jail, there is a very long to-do list, and relatively
little support for accomplishing it, unless someone is
fortunate to be paired with an organization like
JustDane or has a very supportive personal network.

Jail time should be punishment enough for a crime;
re-entering society and a community should not feel
like another series of punishments. Yet, every step of
the re-entry process felt like a punishment.

The following is a compilation of thoughts shared by
some of the participants.

This simulation reinforced the importance of moving
away from punishments to consequences and
restorative justice.

What were some of the emotions you experienced
Do you have any other feedback about the event?
during the Simulation?
Frustration, Overwhelmed, Shame, Anxiety,
Bewildered by all there was to do
Spinning my wheels not knowing where to begin
Sense of lost time waiting in lines and the "day"
ending with nothing done

It was very helpful to understand the stress of
achieving compliance.
This was a real eye-opener for me. I never would
have imagined that there is so little help and how
overwhelming the process is!
Thank you to Bethel!

Hopelessness
I highly recommend this simulation; it really brought
As soon as it started with all the explanations of what I home the message that our current system sets up
had to do I thought: "Why did I sign up for this?"
people to fail, and that we all are responsible for that
outcome. It is good for the prison industry, but not for
What is one thing that sticks with you about the
society as a whole.
simulation that feels important for everyone to
understand?
If you want to know more about the work JustDane
does, visit their website: JustDane.org.
The schedule of things you need to accomplish is so
dependent on having either funds or friends for
transport.

Bits & Pieces
There is a time for
everything, and a
season for every
activity under
heaven… A time to cry
and a time to laugh.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-4
True enjoyment in life
comes only as we follow
God’s purpose and
calling. Four years ago
for Holly and five years ago for Clyde, we felt
a calling to serve the Messiah family in the
office and as the Facility Manager. This has
been a time of growth for both of us and a
time to humbly serve the needs of Messiah.
Many times, we felt privileged to walk with
someone as they experienced the loss of a
loved one and shared tears of grief with them.
We have made so many special friendships
and have so many wonderful memories of
conversations and laughter. Many volunteers
(and there are too many to name) made our
jobs easier and we greatly appreciated each
one of you.
Now our season of serving on the Messiah
staff has come to a close and we thank God
for these years to serve Him and all of you.
We will continue to call Messiah our church
home and will worship with you online and in
person when we are in Madison. Thank you
for all your love and support over the years,
we are so blessed!
Holly & Clyde
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Sunday School News►
Sunday School families, and especially families
with First Communion children, 2nd grade and
older, should be on the lookout for
communication about if we are going to offer
in-person programming. We will continue to
watch COVID developments and we will
continue to follow Madison School District
guidance around
mask-wearing and
social distancing.
Aside from that,
another factor that
will guide our
decision will be if we
have enough
volunteers to run the
program. If you feel
called to be a
teacher or assistant,
please reach out to
Elizabeth. The
lessons are chosen for you, you get teacher
guides and manuals with lots of ideas and this
year it would be a very short commitment of
just a few months!

2022 Altar Flower Sign-Up►
►

Please sign-up for the date(s) you would
like to sponsor flowers for worship in 2022
by calling the office at 608-222-3833 or
contact Judy via Email: ourchurch@messiah
church.com. Please include your phone
number, any special colors you might want,
and what you would like included in the
Ladies Lunch Bunch►
bulletin. The cost is $35
The next luncheon will be January 12 at 11:30
for each date. We do not
BA at Buck & Honeys in Monona. Luncheons
will continue on the second Wednesday of the accept additional amounts
for larger bouquets. You
month and women of all ages are invited to
attend. Sign up on the kiosk, space is limited to may pay for the flowers
25 diners. For questions contact Claire Gensch close to the time of your
chosen date.
at 920-319-6731.
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Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) News
Happy New Year!►
►

Special Thanks►

Welcome to the New Year! SAM is ready to go Social Outreach Ministry would sincerely
as long as the COVID variant doesn’t create any like to thank our Messiah Family for making a
merrier Christmas for four families sponsored
detours along the way.
by the Road Home. Your generous gifts
It all starts off with the good old-fashioned
provided gift cards to 19 family members along
potluck and speaker at noon on Wednesday,
with a gift card to a grocery store to each
th
January 26 . Our speaker will be Haddie
family. We can be certain that these cards will
McLean from the University of Wisconsin
make for a much happier Christmas for these
Department of Physics. Her presentation will be families.
on the Wonders of Physics.
In addition to the Road Home, your Christmas
On February 23rd, Charles Franklin will talk
Fund donations are being sent to Lutheran
about polling. He is the Director of the
Social Services in the amount of ($1,798 as of
Marquette University Law School Poll. Many of 12/10) to be used for the resettlement of
you have probably seen him on local news
Afghan refugees in the community. We believe
stations.
that this donation will be put to wonderful use
The Lake Geneva Mail Boat and Lunch Tour will
be rescheduled for this summer. The tour date
has not been finalized.
If you are 55 or older, please join us as this is
your Messiah group. Questions? Email Keith at
adultministry@messiahchurch.com

Summer 2022 Mission Trip for Youth
in Grades 8-12, July 24-29►
All youth, in grades 8-12, are encouraged to
join us for the summer mission trip. We are
planning to serve in St. Louis, Missouri. These
trips are a wonderful opportunity to build
community and to explore service and mission.
We also have a lot of fun! The cost is $150.
Scholarships are available.
Spaces are limited, so please RSVP as soon as
possible. All participants must be fully
vaccinated. We will be following all local
COVID guidelines.
For more information about YouthWorks and
the St. Louis site, please visit St. Louis, MO
High School Mission Trip | YouthWorks I am
also happy to discuss the trip in more detail,
just let me know.

Thank you all who gave presents
to the permanent residents at
the YWCA. They were received
with surprise, laughter, and great
joy. Everyone was filled with
gratitude for your generosity.
Thanks again.
Kennedy School I want to send a huge thank you
to you and the Messiah congregation for making
the gift cards happen again for our Kennedy
Family! They are so incredibly grateful for the
holiday help!
Also the winter gear has been so amazing as
well. We are truly humbled by your ongoing
support!
Bridget Cremin, LCSW, SAC
School Social Worker
Kennedy Elementary

Save The Date For The Messiah
Annual Meeting
The Meeting will be
Sunday, January 23rd at 9:20 BA
In the Community Room.
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 GA Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 BA Worship Service
10:30 BA Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

Welcome New Messiah Staff Members
My name is Rich Valenta, I
lived in the NW suburbs
of Chicago until my late
wife and I moved to the
Madison area in 2010. I
have three grown children
who live with their spouses in the Northern Illinois
area. I am the proud
grandfather of three, with
a little girl due in February.
I started in the fire service with the Wheaton, Illinois
Fire Department in 1977, In 1999 I retired from the
fire department and started my career as a fire service educator with University of Illinois, Fire Service
Institute. I retired, in 2018, with 42 years of service.
I have been a member of Messiah since 2014. My
ministry has included communion server, Bible
Study facilitator, the Evangelism committee and
Visitation Ministry.

John Nerad was born and raised on the East side of
Milwaukee and went to High School in Menomonee
Falls. He enlisted in the US Marine Corps and was
trained as a Lineman and Generator Tech. Following
his tour of duty, John went into the electrical field
and learned low voltage systems, commercial and
Industrial power
systems.
Now that John is
retired, his time is
spent bike riding,
fishing, and regularly going to the
gym. Of course,
the “Honey Do
List'' usually takes
precedent. John
brings many skills
to Messiah and
we're glad he
needed a little more to do in retirement!

