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Just before the turn of the millennium in 2000, I read an article in
National Geographic that I saved in my files. The article was
attempting to predict the future advances in science, human culture,
biodiversity, population and other fields. Nowhere did the article even
reference a possible pandemic! Faith in change is characteristic of our
age. We pride ourselves on speed. “A billion hours ago, human life
appeared on earth,” the 1996 Coca Cola Annual report reads. “A billion
minutes ago, Christianity emerged. A billion Coca-Colas ago was
yesterday morning.” Change is the constant of life. Heraclitus, the
Greek sage from 200 years ago wisely said: You can never step in the
same river twice. Again, the only constant is change.
We have learned that lesson throughout the pandemic. This year as
well, we are faced with change. This year will bring staff changes, and
with staff changes, new and different ways of doing things. We are
continuing to offer in-person worship in ways that respect the severity
of COVID-19. We are attempting to reorganize Altar Ministry,
Ushering, Sunday School and Confirmation. We are trying to discern
when gathering for meals might be appropriate and what new variants
of COVID might do to change our already changing plans. We are
watching the hospitalization levels and weighing when the right time
might be for in-person Sunday School. We are planning for a summer
mission trip for our high school youth, knowing that we will have to
hold our plans loosely. We are continuing a vibrant Visitation Ministry,
trying to respect the underlying health conditions of so many of our
homebound and still trying to meet their need for the human touch.
We are reaching out to those in grief, knowing that their grief is
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amplified during this time of
heightened anxiety. Wow! There is a
lot of change all around us. Yet, the
article in National Geographic ended
by reflecting on that which never
changes - the last two words from
an article in a scientific journal were
beautiful words - Love endures!
My annual report this year is not so much a re-cap of all
we have done during five months of virtual worship and
the rebuilding in-person worship throughout the
summer, it is not a congratulatory message about your
terrific generosity to our mission partners and your
financial commitments to this faith community, it is
certainly not a future forecasting of where we are going
in 2022, as the future remains cloudy at best - No - this
year’s annual report is a reminder that in the end, Love
endures! Love always endures.
In the midst of social change, we will experience anxiety
and worry. When you feel that anxiety, breathe deeply,
pause and then ask: Who needs an action of care and
concern from me today and how can I share love? Only
Love endures. When you hear the news of violence in the
world and problems on our streets and inequality in our
midst, breathe deeply, pause and then ask: How can I get
involved in some small action of justice, some outreach to
those on the margins, some small action of love? Only
Love endures. When you are overwhelmed by the deaths
from COVID, or you are grieving yet another friend who
has died, or you are being swamped by physical or
mental issues, breathe deeply, pause and then ask: Who
are the people God has given me to love, how can I show
them my love, and how can I receive their love?
Only Love endures.

Past

J
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I write this article a few days before Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday. Sitting
next to my laptop is a copy of his “Letter from Birmingham Jail.” It is a long letter addressed to white clergy who supported civil rights but challenged King’s timing of
nonviolent direct action, civil disobedience and willingness to break what he believed
were “unjust laws” – for which he was fully prepared to go to jail. Reading the letter, I
ponder, how I would have responded as a pastor. Dr. King’s prophetic words hold me
accountable to the places my prayers move my feet to action. Toward the end of the
letter, he talked about people that made a difference:
I wish you had commended the Negro demonstrators of Birmingham for their
sublime courage, their willingness to suffer, and their amazing discipline in the midst of
the most inhuman provocation. One day, the South will recognize its real heroes. They
will be the James Merediths, courageously and with a majestic sense of purpose facing
jeering and hostile mobs and the agonizing loneliness that characterizes the life of the
pioneer. They will be old, oppressed, battered Negro women, symbolized in a seventytwo-year-old woman of Montgomery, Alabama, who rose up with a sense of dignity and
with her people decided not to ride the segregated buses, and responded to one who inquired about her tiredness with ungrammatical profundity, "My feets is tired, but my
soul is rested."
Mother Pollard’s words, “My feets is tired, but my soul is rested,” came after
weeks of walking miles to work and back home as she participated in the 1955 Montgomery bus boycott. I learned later that Mother Pollard was an elder at King’s congregation where she continued to mentor this young pastor with wisdom and prayer. Toward the end of Dr. King’s life when the journey was incredibly difficult he returned to
the words of Mother Pollard:
I have been tortured without and tormented
within by the raging fires of tribulation…I have been
forced to muster what strength and courage I have
to withstand howling winds of pain and jostling
storms of adversity. But as the years have unfolded the eloquently simple words of Mother Pollard
have come back again and again to give light and
peace and guidance to my troubled soul, “God’s
gonna take care of you.”
Pastor Mark’s message continues on page 4
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I am grateful for all of our caregivers in
our visitation ministry. They, like Mother Pollard, walk the walk in visitation
ministry, reminding our homebound or
grieving people that “God’s gonna take
care of you.” Then they offer each care
receiver light, peace and guidance by
listening and Holy Communion. I am
grateful for all of you praying with your
feet extending the table of Messiah into the community. Ultimate rest for
our souls is the moment our prayers
are embodied. We embody our connection to one another with the God
who is embodied. Yes, we can pray like
Mother Pollard with our feet and remind those we visit: “God’s gonna take
care of you!”
Step by step,
Pastor Mark

Treasurer’s Report►
We are three weeks into 2022 and the
Pledged Revenue received to date is
$47,800, compared to the budget for
the same time period of $33,600, so we
are $14,200 ahead of the budget.
The financial results for 2021 were very
positive; we had a General Fund surplus
of $71,000. Thank you to everyone who
participated in the annual meeting.
Your input is always important to the
operation of Messiah.
Year-end statements were mailed January 11th and if you have not yet received your statement, please contact
the office at 608-222-3833 or email
timc@messiahchurch.com.
Timothy Coulhart

2022 Altar Flower Sign-Up►
►

Ladies Lunch Bunch►

Please sign-up for the date(s) you would
like to sponsor flowers for worship in 2022
by calling the office at 608-222-3833 or
contact Judy via Email: ourchurch@messiah
church.com. Please include your phone
number, any special colors you might want,
and what you would like included in the
bulletin. The cost is $35
for each date. We do not
accept additional amounts
for larger bouquets. You
may pay for the flowers
close to the time of your
chosen date.

The Messiah Ladies Lunch Bunch always
meets the second Wednesday of each
month at 11:30 a.m.
The February 9th lunch is at Waypoint
Public House 320 West Broadway in
Monona.
It is open to women of any age. The
deadline to sign up is Sunday, February
6th., and the best way is to sign up on the
sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the gathering
space at church. If you cannot make the
luncheon or have questions, please contact
Claire Gensch at (920) 319-6731.
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Racial Justice Book Study►
►
The Racial Justice Team is in the middle of
their book study of My Grandmother's
Hands, a story and study about how trauma
is internalized and can be passed down for
generations. It offers some advice for
healing. If you are a fast reader and want
to jump on board for the last three
sessions please join us, January 30,
February 13, and 27 from 9:00-10:20CB ?n
the conference room. Contact Elizabeth for
more information and the Zoom link if you
would like to join us remotely.
Email Elizabeth at
familyministry@messiahchurch.com

Many Hands Make Light Work,
as they say!

If you are looking
to add some
volunteer hours
to your life, try a
new thing, or
meet some
people, consider
joining one of
Messiah's many
ministries.
We have opportunities ranging from
singing to reading, from visiting the
homebound to serving communion in
Sunday School News►
►
church, from seasonal to year-round
First Communion
commitments. Recently we were able to
Families who are registered in our Sunday get coffee going again on Sunday
School program have been informed that mornings and triple the size of our Altar
we are going to offer the opportunity for
Ministry just by people picking up one
children to celebrate First Communion the slot a month! We are seeing people
weekend of April 30-May 1.
enjoying new friendships and making
connections, something especially
We know that several families are really
struggling with the decision about whether important as the pandemic continues to
isolate us.
or not to attend church, but also want
their child to have this opportunity.
Families with young children may be
Therefore we have come up with several
interested to know that many of our
scenarios. If you are potentially interested ministry opportunities are family-friendly:
and have not received information, please for example, we have 2 families of recent
contact Elizabeth at 608-235-6910 or
first communicants who are working
familyministry@messiahchurch.com.
together, parents and children, to set up
and clean up the altar at their preferred
Sunday School
service time. We use a scheduling
Children who are enrolled in at-home
program that lets you specify exactly
Sunday School will continue through the
when you are able to serve, and lets you
end of the school year. Watch your email
ask for a sub if something comes up. Feel
for dates to pick up the next round of
free to contact Elizabeth to explore your
crafts and for an exciting Easter project
interests.
partnership with the Visitation Ministry.

The Column
F:LFSCFT 2022 | page 6

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) News►
►
Marquette Law School Poll Director Is SAM Speaker
Our monthly SAM meeting is set for February 23rd at 12:30 pm in Social Hall
(lower level). SAM will again provide the desserts, coffee, and
tableware. You just need to bring yourself and a friend!
Our speaker will be Charles Franklin, Director of the Marquette
University Law School Poll. Since joining Marquette as a
professor of law and public policy in August 2013, he has used
the poll to continue tracking political races of interest to voters
and explore additional public policy issues. No, we are not
going to discuss politics, but we will learn about how polls are
created, how the poll audience is selected and more.
Summer 2022 Mission Trip
for Youth in Grades 8-12, July 24-29

All youth, in grades 8-12, are encouraged to join us for the summer mission trip.
We are planning to serve in St. Louis, Missouri. These trips are a wonderful
opportunity to build community and to explore service and mission. We also
have a lot of fun! The cost is $150. Scholarships are available.
Spaces are limited, so please RSVP as soon as possible. All participants must be
fully vaccinated. We will be following all local COVID guidelines.
For more information about YouthWorks and the St. Louis site, please visit
St. Louis, MO High School Mission Trip | YouthWorks. f you would like to discuss
the trip in more detail, contact Teresa at youth@messiahchurch.com.
Ongoing Dignity Project:►
►
Please continue to help us help the girls in
Africa stay in school. We will be sending our
next mailing of pads and panties on February
15th.

Please place completed projects and panties
in the bin, in the collection area, near the
Community Room by February 15th.

There are directions for making the pads on
the kiosk at church or contact
June Nyhus at
608 241-5855.
You can help by purchasing panties (girls size
14 or 16 or small to medium size women's) any Thank you for your help
color and any style, you can sew the pads,
in providing these girls
donate some fabric or batting (this could also Dignity.
be scraps from a project you have done).

Social Outreach Ministry
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On Going Needs:

Kennedy School Needs ►

The Road Home Wish List►
►
• Toilet paper and paper towels
• Cleaning supplies
• Feminine hygiene products
• Laundry and dish detergent
• Gift cards for gas and grocery

This is an ongoing collection.
• Winter coats, snow pants (especially for
PK-2nd graders),
• Waterproof mittens/gloves
• Boots.
• New, unopened packages of socks and
underwear for boys and girls

For sanitary and safety reasons, please
note that we can only accept unopened
items. We also prefer full-sized (instead
of travel-sized) items when possible.
•
•
•
•

Toilet paper
Ramen Noodles
Canned peas
Any kind of cereal

•
•

Cake mixes
Unopened packs
dry or canned dog
or cat food

St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
►
Clear Soda Bottles ►
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda
bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to
be filled with laundry soap. Please place
them in the separate plastic bin in the
collection area. Please be sure they are
rinsed and dry.

The Next
Social Outreach Ministry
Meeting
will be held on
Monday, February 21, 2022
at 6:00 3A

Save Your Soda Can Tabs ►
We have a new collection, we are saving
pop tabs to benefit The Ronald McDonald
House. There is a container in the Social Hall
next to the soda machine where you can
drop your tabs or you can bring them to the
office.
Jail Ministry►
►
• NKJV Larger Print Bibles
• Study Bibles
• Non-fiction Christian books
• Books in Spanish
(All donations must be paperback or
softcover)
PLEASE NOTE - Jail Ministry is no longer
accepting reading glasses, socks, or
cards.

Feb 28 at
3:00

Lower Level
Conference
Room
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 HB Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 CB Worship Service
10:30 CB Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

Our Messiah Family Has Grown
Please Welcome New Members

Christina Braudaway-Bauman

Save the Date--Blood Drive
We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your
New Church Home!

Messiah's annual blood drive to
support the Red Cross is

Tuesday, May 10th
from 1-6 PM.

