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Be Grateful and Build Your Temple
On one of the final truly beautiful days of autumn,
Melissa and I drove out to Indian Lake County Park in
Mount Horeb. It is the largest park in the Dane
County system consisting of 791 acres filled with
wonderful trails and views. There is a winding trail
that leads to a historic chapel built in 1857, located
on a hilltop with a breathtaking view of the lake and
surrounding valley. A section of the Ice Age National
Scenic Trail also winds through the park. It was a beautiful late morning
when we read about the history of this land.
In 1852, four years after Wisconsin became a state, John and Anna Maria
Endres and their family settled on an 80-acre farm that is now part of
Indian Lake County Park. They had immigrated from Germany and, like so
many others, carved out a meager life, and meager it was! The first order
of business was building a barn for the few oxen needed to till the soil.
The barn still stands on the Ice Age Trail across the street from the park’s
entrance. There stands the outer shell of their house as well. I read that it
wasn’t until after his service in the Civil War, that John and Anna were
able to build that house. That means they lived on the second floor of the
barn, above the farm animals, for 13 years! It is hard to imagine how
difficult their lives must have been, surviving brutal winters and sweltering
summers, giving birth to children and surviving disease, huddling
together on Christmases, birthdays and celebrations, always with the
smell and sound of animals below. Most amazing of all however, is the
story of that chapel.
In 1857, a diphtheria epidemic moved through southern Wisconsin. Like
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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our epidemic today,
diphtheria is airborne
and attacks the lungs.
Unlike today, there were
no vaccines for this
illness. Young children
were highly susceptible
and one in five would
die. Two of John and
Anna’s five children died
of this dreaded disease
and John prayed that if
the others were spared,
he would build a chapel
to the Virgin Mary. By
1857, the epidemic had
passed and John and his
son used oxen to haul wagons of stone 200 feet up the side
of a steep overlook and there he built St. Mary of the Oaks
Shrine out of gratitude. He was living above a barn, scraping
a living in the most difficult of conditions, he had lost two
children and he was grateful!
Gratitude is at the heart of Luke’s Christmas narrative. Again,
we have a family living with the animals, giving birth in an
animal stall, surrounded by darkness in a far-away land, in a
time of Roman oppression, and Luke’s gospel speaks of
gratitude. Luke says Mary treasured all of these things in her
heart - a phrase that speaks to gratitude. The angels sing
Glory to God in the Highest Heaven - a song of gratitude.
The shepherds in the field come before the infant Jesus and
bow in adoration - a position of gratitude. All of this
hardship and still, like the story of John and Anna Endres,
there is always gratitude.
This year, we gather as a community of faith to celebrate
Christmas together for the first time in two years. Many will
be watching from home as they have underlying health
conditions and small children to protect. Yet here we are.
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We have, so far, survived this pandemic. We have so far weathered the storm. While we
have not yet come out on the other side, the miracle of the vaccines have given us hope
that one day we will. So here are two questions that are on my heart: Are we grateful? And
what will we build to show our gratitude? The story of John and Anna Endres, like Luke’s
Nativity story, challenges us to find moments of gratitude in a world of darkness and
division, amid the chaos and the COVID, no matter the storm or the strife. Look, we are still
alive! We have people who love us. God is with us forever, and always - be grateful. Also,
we are called to build something from our gratitude. Perhaps we will build lives of joy, or
throw ourselves into ministry and outreach, or recommit to helping each other along the
way, whatever we choose to do, we are called to build
living temples to God in gratitude! Remember the Endres’
and their struggle. Listen to the story of the Holy Family
on Christmas Eve. Be grateful and build your temple.

Merry Christmas!
Past

J

Our Messiah Family Has Grown
Please Welcome New Members
Pat Otis
Ginny Martinson
Peter & Louise Uttech

Through Holy Baptism
John William Lust
Son of William & Anu

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your
New Church Home!

I have called you by name,
you are mine.
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Messiah Christmas Collections 2021
YWCA Christmas Collection►
►
The Social Outreach Committee is once
again asking the congregation to provide
Christmas gifts for the woman who are
permanent residents at the YWCA. There is
no other group sponsoring them at Christmas and our help is needed.

Pudding Collection►
►
We will again assist the East Madison
Community Center and provide 125 LARGE
boxes of Instant pudding to be included in
their Christmas Food Boxes. We need your
donations to meet this goal! The deadline
is December 12th for pudding
There will be a poster in the Gathering Space donations. Place your donation in the
listing names and wishes. Messiah members tub in the front entrance.
should write their name for each person they
Hats & Mittens►
►
select to buy a gift and bring that
UNWRAPPED item to church by DecemWe will again host our mitten/
ber 12th. Remember to attach the name
hat collection for the Salvation
and room number to the unwrapped gift.
Army. We would ask that all
For questions, contact Bernie Hartwig, 608- donations be new. Bring your
222-7350.
donations in by December
12th. Two tubs will be placed in the
The Christmas Collection►
►
Team Rubicon – This year we are planning front entrance for your donations.

to extend our annual Road Home
collection to include supporting refugees
from Afghanistan who are making their
home at Camp McCoy. Team Rubicon, is
an organization of veterans who respond
to disasters, health crises and humanitarian
emergencies. Team Rubicon has worked
with the Afghans to create a wish list of
clothing that is both culturally and
Wisconsin winter appropriate. Excess
funds above the Road Home needs will be
sent to Team Rubicon to purchase items
on the wish lists for our Afghan friends.
The deadline for the Christmas Fund is
November 29th.

Donations for the Christmas Fund,
pudding and mittens/hats can be
dropped off Monday-Friday from
8:00 &' to noon.
Kennedy School Needs ►
This is an ongoing collection.
• Winter coats, snow pants (especially for
PK-2nd graders),
• Waterproof mittens/gloves
• Boots.
• New, unopened packages of socks and
underwear for boys and girls
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Ongoing Dignity Project:►
►
We sent off our final 2021
mailing to Little Dresses For Africa Dignity
Project in October. We sent 660 pads and 45
panties for a grand yearly total of 2,407 pads
and 637 panties. This was up from our first
year totals of 251 pads and 285 panties. WOW
what an increase. A huge thank you to all who
played a part in this effort from cutting,
sewing and bringing in donations of flannel
and batting to donating panties to send. We
were able to make it possible for many more
girls to stay in school. Our next mailing will be
February 15th, 2022.

Advent/Christmas Devotion Book►
The season of Advent is a beautiful time to
pause, reflect and breathe! To help you slow
down a bit during Advent and Christmas,
Messiah has a gift for you, Heaven and Nature
Sing devotion book. Pick up a copy in the
Gathering Space, share one with a friend.

Craft Fair/Bake Sale►
Thank you to all who donated to the virtual
Bake Sale this year. We know many people
were disappointed that there were no actual
baked goods to purchase, but we sincerely
hope to return to a “real” bake sale in
2022. All of the proceeds from the bake sale
will be divided between the LaFollette High
School Food Pantry, Briarpatch Youth Services,
and the Salvation Army. Your donations will
help so many people in our immediate
community this holiday season!
Save The Date For The Messiah
Annual Meeting
The Meeting will be
Sunday, January 23rd at 9:20 AM
In the Community Room.

"Some of us walk into Advent
tethered to our unresolved yesterdays,
the pain still stabbing;
the hurt still throbbing.
It's not that we don't know better;
it's just that we can't stand up anymore
by ourselves.
On the way to Bethlehem,
will you give us a hand?"
~Yesterday’s Pain by Ann Weems

For anyone tethered to unresolved yesterdays,
there is an evening worship at Messiah called
“The Longest Night,” scheduled for Tuesday,
December 21 at 7:00 pm at Messiah or
online at www.messiahchurch.com.
Like straw, we fill the manger with our
unresolved yesterdays. Literally, your
unresolved yesterdays may be written on fabric
and held in prayer.
You may pick up strips of cloth from the
office to write your unresolved feelings on
and bring them to worship or return to the
office before December 15th. If you come to
the worship, you will be able to place these
swaddling clothes in the cradle when the Christ
Candle is lit. This reminds us of God coming
down, wherever we are.
Come and See,

ar Peterse
Pastor of Pastoral and Spiritual Care
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Divine Yoga Advent Session►
Join Leann Widen on TUESDAY Evenings,
November 30 – December 21, from 6:00 6:45 p.m. via Zoom (Please RSVP for a zoom
link if you are new to Divine
Yoga (leelee53527@gmail.com) There will be
an opportunity for in-person/zoom blended
practice December 21, 6:00-7:15 pm at
Messiah Lutheran
Church in the
Community Room (sign
up prior to event with
details
forthcoming) This is a
free yoga practice. However, free will
donations will be forwarded to Domestic
Abuse Intervention Services ( https://
abuseintervention.org) and generously
matched by the Gundlach Family Fund.
Checks can be made out and mailed to
Messiah Church, 5202 Cottage Grove Rd.,
Madison, WI 53716 or online through the
website at http://messiahchurch.com/
online giving. Please include Divine Yoga in
the memo line on checks. Divine Yoga, as
taught by Certified Instructor, Leanne Widen
and is an exploration of mind, body and
spirit to the divine within and around you as
you connect to a higher level. All levels are
welcome.

.October 2021 Treasurer’s Report►

We are ten months into the budget year and
Pledge Revenue received to date was
$497,200 compared to the budget of
$468,500 so we are $28,700 ahead of the
budget. The General Fund expenditures
through October were $456,700 compared
to a budget of $489,000, so we are $32,300
under budget.
The Gundlach Family Fund assisted three
families with rent, $1,050. The fund also
assisted the Roots Ethiopia drought
assistance project, $1,000.
The current balance in the General Fund is
$87,900 and the balance in the Capital
Projects Fund is $155,900.

The stewardship drive mailing went out in
early November and we currently have 281
pledges turned in,176 of which are Simply
Giving participants. The total pledge to date
is $412,745 (last year the total pledged
amount was $452,200 from 308 families).
Pledge Sunday is this coming weekend.
Current special collection totals:
Bake Sale - $1,694 Craft Sale - $500
Christmas Fund - $1,713
SAM Virtual Pie - $5,879
Ketchums Got Your 6 - $3,730

Ladies Lunch Bunch►

Sunday School News►

The December luncheon will be December
8th at Erin’s Snug Irish Pub, (American
Parkway) at 11:30 a.m. Luncheons will
continue on the second Wednesday of the
month and women of all ages are invited to
attend. Sign up on the kiosk, space is limited
to 25 diners. For questions contact Claire
Gensch at 920-319-6731.

Those of you doing at-home Sunday School
should be watching your email for the
Advent recording and craft demonstrations
that Nancy Bezshak is creating. The first one
went out the week of November 22nd as
Advent starts November 28th.
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Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) News
December Luncheon►
►
Wednesday, December 22, 12:00
luncheon, 12:30 program
We will meet again one week earlier in
December for our Christmas program.
Ricardo Vasquez will use his musical talents
to perform a selection of Christmas favorites.
He also has a couple of special selections
that he picked out just for SAM. Ricardo’s
dedication to his craft has allowed him to
learn and memorize over 500 individual
songs without the need of sheet music
spanning over 5 different genres. Ricardo has
been accolated for his masterful
performances and work ethic by some of the
most treasured foundations for autism
awareness.

Welcome Judy Armelin,
Executive Ministry Assistant
I live in Sun Prairie with my partner, Pam
Shellberg, and our cocker spaniel, Lucy. We
moved to Sun Prairie in December of 2018
from Portland, ME. Before moving to Wisconsin
I was a Middle School Health teacher, an
Elementary School Physical Education teacher,
the Dean of the New England Synod School of
Lay Ministry and a Reiki Master/Teacher. In my
spare time I enjoy
woodworking,
gardening. fishing and
counted cross stitch.
We also enjoy hiking
and bike riding. I look
forward to being a part
of, and serving, the
Messiah Church
community in the years
to come.

►
Special SAM Christmas Meals►

Messiah’s Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) is
offering a complimentary Christmas dinner
to those individuals that will be alone on
Christmas this year. It is SAM’s way of saying
“thank you” for what you have done for
Messiah and SAM. Cranberry Creek will
provide either a turkey or beef tip dinner
which you can reheat at your convenience.
Your meal comes with all the trimmings and
there is even a special dessert.
The deadline for ordering is December 10.
Return forms to: Messiah Lutheran Church;
Attn: SAM; 5202 Cottage Grove Road;
Madison, WI 53716. You may also send your
order to: adultministry@messiahchurch.com
For either meal, Call Keith for more
information at (608) 206-7272 and leave a
detailed message for Keith.

Dec 20 at
3:00
Lower
Level
Christmas Poinsettias
Turn in envelopes by Sunday, Dec. 15
Help decorate our sanctuary for Christmas by
contributing to the Flower Fund. Plants may be
given in memory, or in honor, of a loved one/
family. Contribution envelopes are located in
the pew envelope holders. Complete the
envelope and place in the collection plate,
along with your check. Your name and
dedication will be shared on Christmas Eve.
You may pick up your plant after services
on Sunday, January 2.
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 K: Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 G: Worship Service
10:30 G: Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

Plan Now for
Messiah Holiday Worship Times
Christmas Eve Worship
Friday, December 24,
at 4:00, 7:00 & 9:00 K:
Please note we will not have a children’s
service this year
Christmas Day - Saturday, December 25
No Worship Services Scheduled

First Sunday of Christmas,
December 26
One Worship Service at 9:00 G:

Messiah Annual Ornament Sale►
Trim your tree with a beautiful woodcut
ornament that celebrates the season and
helps the Messiah youth program.
Ornaments will be on sale in the
Gathering Space beginning in December.
Ornaments from previous years will also
be on sale. The cost
for each ornament
is $10; previous
year ornaments are
$5 each. This is a
fundraiser for the
youth 2022 summer
mission trip.

