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Taking a Risk in Love
Amidst all of the loss of this past year, there have
been blessings as well. One of the many blessings
that has come to me is the chance to work alongside
Pastor Mark. While his time here is not what we
anticipated when he came on staff, his ministry has
already touched so many lives. Each week, Mark
would record a reflection after watching a past
sermon and ask a question to help us ponder the Good
News in our home church settings. Along with his visitation ministry, grief
support and spiritual direction, Mark also wrote Ponderings for our church
Facebook page – often three times each week! He is a magnanimous soul
for sure.
Only last month, on May 29th, he offered a wonderful reflection along
with a passage from 1 Corinthians 13 in a translation for modern ears. I
loved it! I have been dealing with people in situations of great loss. A
young man facing serious cancer, a husband dealing with an unexpected
loss of his wife, two older women (and longtime friends) facing death,
and a few parishioners facing life changing situations. All of these people
are feeling the heartache of loss – and the loss is felt more deeply because
of their great love. Mark’s reflection brought me comfort…and hope.
Here is what he shared:
A Moment with Pastor Mark
Marchaé Grair writes about The Power to Love, in a devotion on a fragile
day. Hours before sitting in the dentist chair to repair a broken tooth, a
day before a battery of tests with a visit to the cardiologist, followed by
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my second vaccine shot – her powerful reflection took me
out of myself. In this brilliant devotion she wrote this:
The ecstasy of love is worth the grief that their love will
inevitably end…all great love requires great risk. Then she
prayed, Holy Beloved, loving deeply is a risk my spirit
needs me to take – Let my most vulnerable love be a
blessing. Amen.
To ponder a love that is worth the fragileness of life and
health. Have you ever had those brittle anticipated days,
when out of the blue, a reflection from another brings
together the mind and heart and there is space to breathe
deeply? Amidst anticipated uncomfortable moments erupts a
reminder of just how deeply loved we are. I love God’s
surprises!
If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but
don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate. If I
speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries
and making everything plain as day, and if I have faith that
says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love,
I’m nothing. If I give everything I own to the poor and even
go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don’t love,
I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I
believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love. Love
never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut,
Doesn’t have a swelled head, Doesn’t force itself on others,
Isn’t always “me first,” Doesn’t fly off the handle, Doesn’t
keep score of the sins of others, Doesn’t revel when others
grovel, takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up with
anything, Trusts God always, Always looks for the best,
Never looks back, But keeps going to the end.
Meditation:
All great love requires great risk.
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Prayer: Holy Beloved, loving deeply is a risk my spirit needs me to take – Let my most
vulnerable love be a blessing. Amen.
I ponder, taking a risk in love…with you for a new day.
You’re loved,
Mark
Pastor Mark is right, of course. You all are deeply loved. Love deeply in return. The risks of
love are worth it.

Past
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June Congregational Meeting
Congratulations to our newly elected Council members:
For a two year-term:
♦
♦
♦

Mike Palovcsik, re-election for 2nd term
Kate Mennenga, re-election for 2nd term
Nancy Beszhak

For a three year-term:
♦
♦
♦

Samantha Taylor, re-election for 2nd term
Kathy Lukens
Kay Olson

Council Officers for 2021-2022 are:
Samantha Taylor - President
Glenn Schmitz - Vice President
Carla Fears - Secretary
Tim Coulthart - Treasurer
Thank you to Kate Mennenga for her
leadership as Council President the
past two years.

Messiah On-Line Directory
If you are new to Messiah, you may not know that we have an on-line member directory
which requires a log in and password. If you would like to create one, please use these
steps: On-Line Directory Login Directions If you have any problems logging in, please call
the office at 608-222-3833.
Due to COVID, we did not offer a photo session for families to
have a picture taken to insert in the directory in 2020. We hope to
schedule something later this year. In the meantime, if you have a
digital photo that we can add to the directory, please email it
to: ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.
If you have a printed photo, please bring it in, we can scan it and
return it to you.

The Column

Social Outreach Ministry
On Going Needs:
The Road Home Wish List►
►
•
•
•
•
•

Toilet paper and paper towels
Cleaning supplies
Feminine hygiene products
Laundry and dish detergent
Gift cards for gas and grocery

For sanitary and safety reasons, please note
that we can only accept unopened items. We
also prefer fullsized (instead of
travel-sized)
items when possible.

Currently the charities we support are not
accepting any clothing items.

J
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Jail Ministry►
►
Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames,
high & low strengths
St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
►
Toilet paper
Ramen Noodles
Canned peas
Any kind of cereal
Cake mixes

Unopened packs dry
dog or cat food
Canned dog or cat food

Social Outreach Committee Meeting

Monday, July 12th at 6:00
. The meeting
will be held in the lower level meeting room.
Please park in the lower lot and come in
through Entrance C.

Circles of Support
Wash clothes
Bath towels
Hand towels
Razors – Shaving Cream
Dish Soap
Blankets (New - full or queen sized)

Facial Tissues
Spray Cleaner (multi surface)
Kitchen towels
Dish clothes
Kitchen size garbage bags

Ongoing Dignity Project:►
►
Thank you to those who contributed to our latest project mailing by donating underwear or sewing pads to
help the girls in Africa. The mailing included 381 pads and 157 panties. This is a
great project for novice sewers. You do not need to be a member of the Social
Outreach Ministry to help the girls in Africa stay in school. Lack of supplies means
many girls miss class or drop out of school completely. If you don't sew, please
consider donating panties (girls size 14 or 16 and smaller adult sizes). Contact June
Nyhus (608-241-5855) or the church office (608-222-3833) for the pattern with
instructions. Completed projects and panties may be dropped in the bin

in the collection area near the Community Room by August 15th.

Clear Soda Bottles►
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry
to be filled with laundry soap. Please place them in the separate plastic bin in the
collection area. Please be sure they are rinsed and dry.

Summer Racial Justice Learning Series at Messiah
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The Racial Justice Team has developed a summer learning series. These sessions will meet
in person in the new conference room and can also be attended over Zoom, see the link
below.
When: Wednesday’s June 30, July 28 and August 25, 6:45-8:00 .$
Where: Messiah Lutheran Church, Lower Level Conference Room, Park behind the
church and enter Door C
What: Learning segments, followed by discussion questions and action steps.
Sessions are titled:
Session 1: Internalized Oppression
Session 2: Institutional Oppression
Session 3: Interpersonal Oppression
Attend any one, two or all three!
Zoom link: https://madison-k12-wi-us.zoom.us/
j/91783810677. For more information contact Tracy Frank
at 608-220-7999 or Tara Von Dollen at (608) 245-4080.
RSVP by completing the form at https://tinyurl.com/MessiahSummer21

Our Messiah Family Has Grown

Welcome New Members

Holy Baptism Celebrated
Harlan Reed Widen
Daughter of Jesse & Ali
Eve Reed Vial
Daughter of Cody & Jenna

I have called you by name,
you are mine.

Lindsey Simms
Daughter: Liliana Moe
Jared & Paolina Goodson
Sandra Perry

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your New Church Home!

Bits & Pieces
Messiah Day of Prayer►
Before Covid, we invited people to come in to
pray for half hour slots every Thursday from
8:00 %$ - 1:00 .$. We have resumed this
prayer ministry. If you are interested in
signing up for a half hour time in the prayer
room, please sign up on the kiosk or call the
office at 608-222-3833.
►
Back Pack Collection►
Backpack Collection--at this point we do not
know exactly how schools will
be collecting their supplies or
even what exactly they will
collect, but we do anticipate that
there will be a need for school
supplies, so please stay tuned
for more information over the
summer months.
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groups and will have a sign-up sheet on the
kiosk soon for those who wish to participate.
The groups will be developed by mid September. Watch the Messiah E-News and August
Column for more information! Thank you to
Walt and Barb Herrod for coordinating this
social ministry!
A New Opportunity to Serve►
►
If you have a flair for interior design or
would enjoy making the church look festive for
special seasons, like Christmas and Easter,
please consider joining the Liturgical Design
Committee. More information to come in
future months!

►
Senior Adult Ministry News►
Last month, several Messiah folks gathered to
pack fresh strawberries for families in need to
enjoy. One hundred pounds of fresh strawberries from the Lutz Family Farm were
Sunday School/Children's & Family
packaged into over 150 containers. The berries
Ministry►
►
were picked in the morning, packaged,
Please watch for information in the coming
delivered to Second Harvest Food Bank, and
months about when Sunday School will
resume. Families of 2nd graders and older who on to local food pantries by 1:00 .$ all on the
have not yet received First Communion should same day!
watch for information about preparation and
celebrations in the fall.
Save the Date for the No Fear All Fun Run/
Walk►
►
This annual event is scheduled for Sunday,
August 1, at Lake Farm County Park. This
year’s event is virtual and in-person.
Registration is open and ready, t-shirts will be
available as well! If you would like to
participate in any way, just go to the home
page www.nofearallfun.org. Registration
begins at 8:00 %$ and the Run/Walk begins at
9:00 %$. If you have any questions, please
contact Sherri Neill at 608-234-2897.
Breadbreakers Dinner Groups►
►
Dinner groups will be back - we'd like to start
up in the fall with new Breadbreakers dinner

L-R: Shannon and Alex Meyer, Keith Schlesinger, Bernie
and Bob Hartwig, and Barb Nelson.

Kids from Wisconsin - The Kids from
Wisconsin will be on tour this summer and yes,
they will stop in Madison. However, all
performances are outdoors. As a result, SAM
will not organize a block of seats for the
Madison stop.
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Altar Ministry

J

Altar Ministry is Looking for Help--Do
You Have 15 Minutes?►
If you have been looking for a way to be
involved at Messiah, but are only able to
come a few minutes early or stay a few
minutes late on the day you already come to
church, please consider joining the very
important Altar Ministry.
Altar Ministry provides
support to make weekly
and special worship
services run smoothly.
This includes preparing
and clearing the altar for
worship services, preparing for communion, setting
up for baptisms, taking
care of linens, placing
flowers, ordering supplies
and responding to any special requests of
Pastor Jeff.
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We are especially looking for people to help
at the 5:00 ./ and 10:00/10:30 0/ services.
You could serve a great need for our
community by arriving 15-30 minutes before
services or staying that long after a service
just once a month!
OR if you are looking to be involved but
need flexibility, you could wash and iron
linens or you could be the person who
checks and replaces the 5:00 ./ candles.
If Saturday morning is more your time, when
we return to using communion bread instead
of wafers, you could be the person who cuts
the bread! You will always work with a
partner and Lynn Adams will train you! Subs
are available, if you have a conflict! Please
contact Lynn at adamslynn0517@gmail.com
or 608-445-4577 to learn more or express
your interest.

Visitation Ministry
We commissioned a host of beautiful people this past month at worship. They are skilled with
hands that serve and hearts that care. Some serve with those who grieve, others extend the
table of Holy Communion into the care receiver’s home, and several more welcome new
families to Messiah. Our training involved hours of practicing a non-anxious presence and holy
hospitality so that when they visit, they can be present to others. Like Jesus, they are attentive
to the care receivers with gifts of pastoral care. We are grateful that Christ’s presence spills out
into the world through each of them.
Ron Bilansky
Karen Bosold
Bonnie Brooker
Denise Cheramy
Karen Dilley
Louise Fosdick
Claire Gensch
Matt Gitzlaff
Tim Hollar
Dick Klaas

Nancy Kowalewsky
Glori Laundrie
Sue Lehmann
Kathy Lukens
Mary Marshall
Tom & Barb Martin
Naoma Michaelis
Julie Neppl
Clyde Nyhus
Linda Olson

Gene Qualmann
Dave Reese
Sue Richards
Richard & Karen Shilts
Dr. Richard Shropshire
Pastor Gil Splett
Jeff Stadtmueller
Rich Valenta
Mary Wanless
Jo Vanderbloemen

We are so thankful for Messiah’s Visitation Team!
Pastor Mark

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Saturdays
5:00 .$ Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 %$ Worship Service
10:00 %$ Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

Treasurer’s Report
Dates below are for Team 1 - July 18
Chris Gingher
the start of your
Bill Gingher Jr
mowing week
Paul Vandenbloemen
Team 13 – July 4
Bill Durkin
Don Hehenberger
Team 2 – July 25
Mike Digman
David Down.
Team 14 – July 11 Brad Nelson
Jim Miller
Chris Brown

We are 24 weeks months into the budget year
and Pledge Revenue received to date was
$256,200, compared to the budget of $252,200,
so we are $4,000 ahead of the budget. The
General Fund expenditures through May were
$209,200, compared to a budget of $244,500, so
we are $35,300 under budget.

Reed Foster
Tom Aldrich

The Gundlach Family Fund assisted one family
with rent and matched the Divine Yoga funds to
Just Dane Circle of Support - $575.

One area we have not used much of our budget
is Mission Support. During June, I wrote checks
to some of our mission partners, which will
lower the amount we are under budget.

In May, we purchased the classroom furniture
for each of the six classrooms, $10,150.

