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Column

The Common Good Can Help Make Our
Common Life Better
A miserly baker once lived next to a poor, kind and
generous soul. Every morning the smell of cinnamon
buns and sweet rolls wafted out of the bakery and the
neighbor would enjoy the aroma as he ate his breakfast
of oatmeal. The baker watched from his window – he
could see the neighbor enjoying the scent of fresh rolls.
The baker’s miserly heart was struck, and he thought to
himself: The smell of my rolls and bread make his lousy food taste delicious!
He should have to pay me for it! Well, he went next door and handed his
neighbor a bill. The neighbor laughed and said: Thank you for the wonderful
smell of your rolls, but I don’t have enough money to pay this bill.
Enraged, the baker went to the judge to plead his case. Everyone expected the
judge to laugh him out of court, but after listening to the baker, he said, “This
is a very unusual case. I must be fair to both parties.” He ordered the baker and
the neighbor to appear in court and he ordered the neighbor to bring along
five gold coins. The neighbor was nervous! Five coins was all the money he
had left in the world. Still, he showed up the next morning with the money.
The judge made his decision. I find you guilty of stealing the baker’s smells, he
told the neighbor. Do you have the five gold coins I told you to bring? Sadly,
the neighbor started to hand the coins over, but the judge ordered him to
stop. Not yet. Drop the coins from one hand to the other. After the neighbor
had done this, the judge asked the baker, “Did you enjoy that sound?” The
baker answered, “Oh, very much sir.” The judge smiled to the neighbor, then
turned back to the baker: “Then you have been repaid,” said the judge. “The
pleasant sound of money is, I think, a fair payment for the sweet smell of your
rolls. Case dismissed!”
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Office and Contact Information
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OCCDE? C=II?JK=>L?>E? DI=K B=O
...................outside the front entrance
W?PJDQ? ................ messiahchurch.com

Now here is a story that is more than just a cute fable about
wisdom - more – it is a story about our connectedness to one
another. We are bound to each other in sounds and smells, in
works and ways of which we are often not even aware. In these
times of societal division, I thought it appropriate for today.

Jim Wallis, the well-known commentator on religion and values
in American society wrote an article for TIME Magazine entitled
Whatever Happened to the Common Good? Like the baker in that
P&'()*
..................................... Jeff Vanden Heuvel story, Jim Wallis writes that many Americans are so focused on
............ pastorjeff@messiahchurch.com their personal rights, they fail to see their connectedness to their
neighbor. It’s my right to refuse the vaccine. It is my right to
P&'()* )+ P&'()*&, - S./*/(0&, C&*1
............................................... Mark Petersen own a gun. It’s my right to refuse to wear a mask. It’s my right to
…….pastormark@messiahchurch.com
speak my mind however I choose. It’s my right to do this or that
B0'/21'' M&2&31*
– and so on and so on. We are consumed with our personal
...........................................................Tim Coulthart
.............................. timc@messiahchurch.com rights! Jim Wallis maintains that we have forgotten a principle at
the heart of community, a principle that has been a building
E5160(/71 M/2/'(*8 A''/'(&2(
…………………………………………..Holly Tunak block of both protestant and catholic ethics for centuries – we
………..ourchurch@messiahchurch.com are in this life together. We are connected to one another in a
social contract that should not be broken. We are on a journey
C))*9/2&()* )+ W)*';/. &29 M0'/6
............................................................. Clyde Nyhus to the kingdom as one human family. This is the Common
........................... music@messiahchurch.com
Good!
C))*9/2&()* )+ C;/,9*12’' &29
F&</,8 M/2/'(*8, M/2/'(*8 S0..)*(
C))*9/2&()*
.................................................Elizabeth Crummy
......... familyministry@messiahchurch.com

Jesus spoke about the sense of common good when he shared
the Parable of the Good Samaritan and asked a young man:
Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man
who fell into the hands of robbers? The writer of James speaks of
C))*9/2&()* )+ Y)0(; &29
F&</,8 M/2/'(*8
common good, we he writes: Suppose a brother or a sister is
..................................................... Teresa Palumbo without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in
........................... youth@messiahchurch.com
peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their
C))*9/2&()* )+ S12/)* A90,( M/2/'(*8
................................................... Keith Schlesinger physical needs, what good is faith? And again St. Paul writes to
........... adultministry@messiahchurch.com the Corinthians: There is one body, but it has many parts. But all
its many parts make up one body. It is the same with Christ. We
F&6/,/(8 M&2&31*……...…..Clyde Tunak
………….building@messiahchurch.com
were all baptized by one Holy Spirit into one Lord.
V/91) S.16/&,/'(
........................................................Steve Cheramy
............................video@messiahchurch.com
W199/23 D&8 A''/'(&2(
........................................................... Wendy Bailey
......................... wendy@messiahchurch.com
J&2/()*/&, S1*7/61'
.....................................................Larry Kaltenberg

I wonder if a renewed commitment to the Common Good might
help our country heal in a time of deep division. How do we
work together? How do we treat each other, especially the
poorest and most vulnerable? How do we take care of not just
ourselves, but also one another? These are the questions of the
Common Good. In the end these are the questions of how we
love our neighbor as ourselves. Jim Wallis ends his reflection
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with a challenge of love.
The common good should impact all the decisions we make in our personal, family, vocational,
financial, congregational, communal, and yes, public lives. It is those individual and communal
choices—from how we raise our own children, to how we engage with our local communities, to
what we are willing to bring to our elected officials—that will ultimately
create the cultural shifts and social movements that really do change
politics in the long run.

Only by inspiring a spiritual and practical commitment to the
common good, can we help make our common life better.

Past

J

Re-Opening of Worship - At this point we are still on
schedule to begin in-person services on Saturday, May 22
at 5:00 "# and Sunday, May 23rd at 8:15 '# and 10:00 '#.

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)
►

Madison Mallards - Yes, the Mallards will play ball starting next month. Getting single
game tickets will be next to impossible. SAM is just one of the many Mallard customers that
have a credit balance. Opening at about 25% occupancy, it will take the Mallards at least
two years to honor the credit account holders and still practice social distance. Messiah
Night at the Duck Pond is on the books for the 2022 season. The Mallards will be a cashless
stadium this year and all tickets will be digital.

►

Kids from Wisconsin - The Kids from Wisconsin will definitely fire up their tour bus
this year! Right now, the city stops are not confirmed, but SAM is in touch with show staff
hoping for a Monona stop.
The show “Live! In Living Color” will take us all to some of the greatest live music venues
throughout the history of this country and reminisce of the musical artists that helped define their legacy’s. The Ed Sullivan Theater, Caesar’s Palace, The Grand Ole Opry, House of
Blues, and Broadway just to name a few. The brilliant costumes and the magnificent talent of
the high energy dancers and musicians will be sure to delight a multi-generational
audience.
Watch SAM for more information on these events!
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Social Outreach Ministry
On Going Needs:
The Road Home Wish List►
►
• Diapers (esp. size 4-6)

• Toilet paper & paper towels
• Baby wipes
• Feminine hygiene products
• Cleaning supplies
• Gifts cards for gas and grocery
• Soap
• Toothpaste and toothbrushes (adult and
child)
• Laundry and dish
• Shampoo/conditioner and hair-care detergent products for African American hair
For sanitary and safety reasons, please note
that we can only accept unopened items. We
also prefer full-sized (instead of travel-sized)
items when possible.
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Jail Ministry►
►
Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames,
high & low strengths
St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
►
Toilet paper
Ramen Noodles
Canned peas
Any kind of cereal
Cake mixes

Unopened packs dry
dog or cat food
Canned dog or cat food

Due to COVID, we are not accepting
any clothing donations at Messiah as
most charities do not have enough
storage space for new donations.

Circles of Support
Wash clothes
Bath towels
Hand towels
Razors – Shaving Cream
Dish Soap
Blankets (New - full or queen sized)

Facial Tissues
Spray Cleaner (multi surface)
Kitchen towels
Dish clothes
Kitchen size garbage bags

Ongoing Dignity Project:►
►
Thank you to those who contributed to our latest project mailing by donating underwear or sewing pads to
help the girls in Africa. This is a great project for novice sewers. You do not need to
be a member of the Social Outreach Ministry to help the girls in Africa stay in
school. Lack of supplies means many girls miss class or drop out of school
completely. If you don't sew, please consider donating panties (girls size 14 or 16
and smaller adult sizes). Contact June Nyhus (608-241-5855) or the church office
(608-222-3833) for the pattern with instructions. Completed projects and panties
may be dropped in the bin in the collection area near the Community Room by
June 15th.

There is Joy in Serving Jesus, there’s nothing more worthy of our time,
More nourishing to our souls,
Or more satisfying to our hearts.

National Day of Prayer
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After having to cancel the National Day of Prayer last year due to COVID, Messiah will again join in
celebrating National Day of Prayer by holding a prayer vigil on Thursday, May 6 from 6:00 &< to
10:00 .<.
Our goal is to have one or two people at a time in the sanctuary or
the prayer room, in prayer, during that time. We ask that you commit
to a 30 minute time slot. Observing COVID precautions, we will not
provide the selection of books and materials we normally do. We will
provide a small number of handouts for you to use and take with
you. You may bring any materials you would like to use, or just
come and pray for whatever is on your mind and heart.
To request a time slot please call Clyde Nyhus at 516-4926, or email at music@messiahchurch.com
and he will contact you with available times. Masks will be required.

Our Messiah Family Has Grown
Welcome New Members:
Carole Quelle
Chris & Kathy Young

Holy Baptism Celebrated for
Lennon Louise Page
Daughter of Joshua & Jillian

Greir Devlyn Petersen
Daughter of Sheena Shultis &
Jon Petersen

Margaret Bambrough
I have called you by name,
you are mine.

Mountain of Food Campaign
Each May, Messiah conducts a Mountain of Food
Campaign to benefit St. Stephen’s Food Pantry.
We have collected thousands of dollars, matched
by the Gundlach Family Fund, to provide food for
many needy families. Currently, St. Stephen’s Food
Pantry is financially solvent. This year we elected
to help a “sister church”, St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, a small ELCA congregation, offering a food
pantry and a free meal program in a low income
area of Madison. The neighborhood is diverse,
multi-ethnic and young with many families living
at or below the poverty line.
The St. Mark ‘s Food Pantry works with the
Community Action Coalition to provide staples to
anyone in need of food that resides in Dane
County. Participants can choose their food based
on their preferences and dietary needs.
Please consider giving generously to our Mountain
of Food Campaign. Checks can be made payable
to Messiah Church with Mountain of Food in the
memo line or go to our website:
Messiahchurch.com - on-line giving.
Thank you for your generosity!

Messiah-Gunderson Blood Drive-n We Need You!
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If you are like me, your eyes will skim over the information about the Messiah-Gunderson
Blood Drive, thinking “that’s just not something I could do.” The last time I gave blood was
in my early 20’s, which was 40 years ago. But now that I’m helping coordinate the drive, it
seems incongruous not to donate.
Whether it’s your first time, or your 50th, giving blood takes courage and is a sign of great
hope. Hope for a person who is having an operation or has been in a traumatic accident
and hope that our world will be returning to normal soon. Covid-19 has given me time to
think about giving. I am grateful for healthcare providers, frontline workers, police, fire and
emergency workers—all who stepped up during the pandemic and risked their health to
give services to keep our world running. I can give back by donating blood, and I hope you
too will consider a donation.
The Blood Drive is scheduled for Thursday, May 20 from 1:00-6:00
/0 at Messiah in the Community Room.
If you would like to receive American Red Cross brochures, “Common
Questions About Donating Blood” or “The Donation Process” please
contact Dawn Olson (608-346-9121) or Mary Marshall (608-772-1457)
or via email: olson_dawn54@sbcglobal.net or
marythomemarshall@gmail.com
If you are a regular donor, and would like to sign up for an appointment on the
RedCrossBlood.org website, the Sponsor Code is: messiahlutheranmdsn
We have appointment slots for 68 donors and would love to have them filled. Please join
Dawn and me, along with many Messiah members and sign up for the drive. We are
grateful for your participation.
Mary Marshall, Co-Chair

Visitation Ministry
Have you thought about dancing today? How about dancing with God? Richard Rohr had
a wonderful reflection titled, “Christ Prays in Us and through Us.” * Listen deeply to this
phrase:
At this point, God becomes more a verb than a noun, more a process than a
conclusion, more an experience than a dogma, more a personal relationship
than an idea. There is Someone dancing with us, and we are not afraid of
making mistakes.
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Richard was addressing a moment of prayer where we are “known through;” which is
action, movement, and intimacy – like dancing. My old mentor, Vernon Toso taught me,
“Mark, you should always find God in the action verb
before you preach.” So what is your action verb this
month, my friends? God loves, renews, reconciles,
encourages, listens, calls, sees, invites, creates…what is
your action verb with God? You see if we believe,
“God’s works with our hands,” then we become a verb
or action that inspires the world to make love, justice,
mercy, joy, gentleness, compassion and goodness
known. We find ourselves in a dance with God not
afraid of making a mistake. There are a number of you
here at Messiah entering the dance of visitation and
claiming your action verbs.
Workshop
Since our worship begins on Pentecost - May 23, we have received the green light from
leadership to offer our next training on Saturday, May 15 from 9 – 11 a.m. in the
Community Room. We will:
♦
♦
♦

Maintain social distance
Wear masks (With the exception of the speakers up front being recorded.)
Spread out in the space with all the proper protocols

For those who cannot (or prefer not to) meet in a public setting, we are offering the
training live, or streamed on our website. You will be able to listen to others ask questions
and will have the opportunity to send us your questions from home as well. This training
will include a teaching on “Opening Space.” Shannon Kunstman and I will lead you
through a conversation on holy listening, gracious hospitality and the unique gifts of
opening space for others in visitation ministry. We will use meditations, a video of Pope
Francis, and interactive moments of learning the art of listening and care giving. The last
30 minutes is observing a home communion service. Finally, we would like to introduce a
simple process for you to use to initiate the contact and conversation with your care
receiver.
We are grateful to be in this dance with our Beloved, moving our hands, feet and bodies as
God leads us across the dance floor of this life; thankful to be in sacred company.
Dancing with God and you for a new day.
You’re loved,
Mark
*https://cac.org/christ-prays-in-us-and-through-us-2021-02-07/

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Saturdays
5:00 KF Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 0F Worship Service
10:30 0F Worship Service
10:00 60 I8 P9:;<8
beginning 5/23/21
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

Treasurer’s Report
Dates below are for Team 6 – May 16
Clyde Nyhus
the start of your
mowing week
Charlie Eastman
Keith Schlesinger
Team 4 – May 2
Tim Martinson
Team 7 – May 23
Glenn Schmitz
Paul Hoel
Lloyd Mennenga
Kay Hoel
Don Chisman
Team 5 – May 9
Jeff Trentadue
Team 8 – May 30
Pat Krebs
Clyde Tunak
Chip Lewison
Jeff Misfelt
Deb Diewald
Peter Buchert

We are now three months into the budget
year and the Pledged Revenue received to
date is $140,300, compared to the budget
of $140,500, so we are only $200 under
budget.
General Fund expenses for the first three
months were $126,500, compared to the
budget of $146,700, so we are under
budget by $20,200.
If you have any questions, please contact
Tim Coulthart at 608-222-0503 or
timc@messiahchurch.com.

