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Holding Our Plans Loosely
The Graybeard engineer retired and a few weeks later
the Big Machine broke down, which was essential to
the company’s revenue. The Manager couldn’t get the
machine to work again, so the company called in
Graybeard as an independent consultant. Graybeard
agrees.
He walks into the factory, takes a look at the Big
Machine, grabs a sledge hammer, and whacks the
machine once, whereupon the machine starts right up. Graybeard leaves
and the company is making money again.
The next day the Manager receives a bill from Graybeard for $5,000.
Manager is furious at the price and refuses to pay. Graybeard assures him
that it’s a fair price. Manager retorts that if it’s a fair price Graybeard won’t
mind itemizing the bill. Graybeard agrees that this is a fair request and
complies. The new, itemized bill reads….
Hammer: $5
Knowing where to hit the machine with hammer: $4,995
I have always enjoyed this story! Knowing where to hit the machine, or
knowing the right thing to say, or knowing when to speak and when to
listen – or in the case of the church during these crazy times – knowing
when to open back up…these are the tough questions! When to open?
This is an especially difficult question for a church community.
The Parish Council has taken guidance from The Wisconsin Council of
Church’s (WCC) document titled “Holding Our Plans Loosely”. We have
also watched the data from the CDC, as well as Public Health Madison &
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Dane County. Nothing of course, gives a clear cut answer.
The WCC speaks to this difficult decision: Churches have
been given great freedom within public health guidance. We
are mostly able to make choices about gathering people
together for religious activities, which do not necessarily align
with restrictions placed upon other types of businesses or
organizations. There are many competing goods at work. We
must attend to the questions of spiritual, mental, and
emotional health of parishioners, as well as physical health,
as we consider the risk of viral transmission in the
community.
I have heard from so many of you the longing to be
together again, and yet the council is mostly in agreement
that after a year of sacrifice, we must continue to be patient
and as we weigh the competing goods. The WCC, leaning
on the advice from public health professionals, medical
school faculties, infectious disease research and church
leadership has recommended certain metrics. For the safest
gatherings they look for vaccination rates of 70 – 85%, viral
transmission to be less than 1 case per 100,000 people, and
the positive test rate of less than 5%. Here in Dane County
we are improving each day and if the trajectories continue
by mid-May, we should arrive at each of these thresholds.
If these trajectories hold, the council is recommending
returning to our normal church schedule on Pentecost, May
23rd. How wonderful! Pentecost is the birthday of the
church, the day when the apostles took to the streets, stood
among their brothers and sisters to proclaim that Christ was
alive, within them and around them.
We hope that no new surges arise that might force us to
revisit this plan, and indeed we have work to do to ensure
safe gathering from May 23rd and throughout the summer.
We will be gathering a small group of health professionals
to work with our staff to envision liturgy in the near future.
How much surface area will need to be sanitized? How will
we utilize music? Who will be singing? How will we receive
communion, offer the sign of peace, pray the common
prayers, greet visitors, take up collections, space the seating,
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and gather for hospitality? So many questions! Like the WCC, we will be Holding Our Plans
Loosely.
Still, Pentecost gives us something to look forward to, to circle on our calendars and to
prepare for, all good things. I trust the movement of the Holy Spirit in the parish council
and in our Messiah staff. I trust that same Divine Presence in you my friends and the fruits
of the Spirit are these: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. May the Holy Spirit be our constant guide in the days ahead.
Veni, Sancte, Spiritus – Come Holy Spirit.

Past

J

The next drive thru Communion opportunity is scheduled for
Saturday and Sunday, April 24 and 25 from 10:00 '= to noon.

Treasurer’s Report
We are two months into the budget year and the Pledge Revenue received to date is
$84,200, the budget for the same time period is $93,700, so we are $9,500 behind the
budget. Please recall that we have received several prepaid pledges and the balance in that
account is $34,100. During the year the $34,100 is pro-rated monthly as Pledged Revenue.
Dane Buy Local - 2020 Excess Funds Recipient Report
There were 21 grants (most for $2,500) provided, and the breakdown of business ownership
is as follows.

•
•

43% owned by women
10% owned by Latinos

•
•

10% owned by Black/African
5% owned by LGBT

Of those that received grants, 24% went to minority-owned businesses. To put this into
perspective, 15% of Dane County businesses are minority owned. Your support of locally
owned businesses is greatly appreciated. They received a number of heartfelt notes and
calls of appreciation.
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On Going Needs:
The Road Home Wish List►
►
• Diapers (esp. size 4-6)

• Toilet paper & paper towels
• Baby wipes
• Feminine hygiene products
• Cleaning supplies
• Gifts cards for gas and grocery
• Soap
• Toothpaste and toothbrushes (adult and
child)
• Laundry and dish
• Shampoo/conditioner and hair-care detergent products for African American hair
For sanitary and safety reasons, please note
that we can only accept unopened items. We
also prefer full-sized (instead of travel-sized)
items when possible.

Jail Ministry►
►
Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames,
high & low strengths
St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
►
Toilet paper
Ramen Noodles
Canned peas
Any kind of cereal
Cake mixes

Unopened packs dry
dog or cat food
Canned dog or cat food

Due to COVID, we are not accepting any
clothing donations at Messiah as most
charities do not have enough
storage space for new donations.

Circles of Support
Wash clothes
Bath towels
Hand towels
Razors – Shaving Cream
Dish Soap
Blankets (New - full or queen sized)

Facial Tissues
Spray Cleaner (multi surface)
Kitchen towels
Dish clothes
Kitchen size garbage bags

Ongoing Dignity Project:►
►
Thank you to those who contributed to our latest project mailing by donating underwear or sewing pads to
help the girls in Africa. This is a great project for novice sewers. You do not need to
be a member of the Social Outreach Ministry to help the girls in Africa stay in
school. Lack of supplies means many girls miss class or drop out of school
completely. If you don't sew, please consider donating panties (girls size 14 or 16
and smaller adult sizes). Contact June Nyhus (608-241-5855) or the church office
(608-222-3833) for the pattern with instructions. Completed projects and panties
may be dropped in the bin in the collection area near the Community Room by
April 15th.

Each one should use whatever gift they have received to serve others, faithfully
administering God’s graced in its various forms.
1 Peter 4:10

The Column
A6789 2021 | page 5

Youth on Wednesday Night (YOW)
YOW resumes its regular schedule on
Wednesday, April 7.

Holy Week Schedule

5-6th grades meet from 6-6:45 p.m.

April 1 Maundy Thursday

7-9th grades meet from 7-7:45 p.m.

7:00 6K Virtual Worship

Teresa will send out the zoom link prior to
the lesson.

April 2 Good Friday
1:00 6K, 7:00 6K Virtual Worship

April 3
5:00 6K Virtual Worship

April 4 Easter Sunday
8:15 LK, 10:30 LK
Virtual Worship Services

Our Messiah Family Has Grown
Welcome New Members:
Lori Powers
Daughters: Caitlin & Allison
Aaron & Jenny Reason
Children: Emmett & Nora
Mack Arnold & Jessica Jones
Doug & Tammy Hennick

Holy Baptism Celebrated
Aurora McKinley Pyrchalla
Daughter of Frank & Courtney

Wyatt Thor Peterson

Wyatt Peterson
Frank & Courtney Pyrchalla
Daughter: Aurora

We hope to get to meet you very soon
once the pandemic orders are lifted.

I have called you by name,
you are mine.

Ministry Support Coordinator
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Recently, almost a year to the day of the Madison schools closing, I entered Mendota Elementary with
a pile of books in hand for two brand new teachers and helped them set up their classrooms! Is that
what I predicted I would be doing now? Nope, but it is what is needed, and that makes it good work!
As I reflect on my first year as the Ministry Support Coordinator, am I doing what I thought I would be
doing? Nope, but it is what is needed, and that makes it good work!
I remember sitting down with Jeff and Holly last March as we established our priorities for who to work
with first. I had initial conversations with the wonderful volunteers who are in charge of Altar Ministry,
the Bread Breakers (a/k/a Sinners' Dinners), Habitat for Humanity, the Thanksgiving meal, etc. Then,
the pandemic came and I needed to set aside these conversations because each of them are highly
social and volunteer-dependent ministries, which meant they had to be put on hold.
When we needed to physically close the church building, my focus changed from looking ahead to
looking to now, and so my attention turned to questions like:

•

How could we support people needing meals when the team that prepares them cannot do so?

•

How do we check on our Messiah community members who might need help or
companionship during the pandemic?

•

How do we partner with Kennedy Elementary School and others in need to ensure families have
food and supplies for at-home learning?

•

How do we promote and safely collect donations in order to honor our social ministry
commitments?

Along with supporting these initiatives, I had the opportunity to lend extra support with cleaning out,
restocking and planning the education space during the renovations. Given the shift to on-line
learning for Teresa Palumbo and me, that would have been a heavy (literally and metaphorically!) lift
to fit into our Children's and Youth ministry roles.
The most unexpected partnership that emerged during this time of closure is the partnership with the
Racial Justice Team, a need that was not yet on my radar or the team's radar. As many people in our
country, community and church began discussing the social and racial inequalities that the pandemic
exacerbates and highlights, the leaders of the team knew it was important to grow their ministry. So I
helped them to produce a list of resources and increase the group's presence on social media and in
the Weekly News. And, just a few months ago, the opportunity for our church to participate in the
virtual version of Justified Anger: African American History for a New Day came along, for which I took
the lead with technology and outreach details.
So, while none of this is what I was planning, all of it is what was needed and that makes it good work!
When we return to in-person programming, I will return to the conversations I began last March, as
well as continue some of the new adventures that we were able to start!
I appreciate the opportunity to assist Messiah in this ministry.

E z

e

Messiah-Gunderson Blood Drive
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The 2021 Blood Drive is scheduled for Thursday, May 20 from 1:00 - 6:00 6K. The drive is
being co-chaired this year by Mary Marshall and Dawn Olson. Janet Alfonso chaired the April
2020 drive during early COVID, and we had a great turn out, collecting 55 units of blood. We
will operate under COVID guidelines. Many of our donors and volunteers will be vaccinated
by May 20th, but this is not a requirement to donate or volunteer.
We are looking for volunteers for the drive to help welcome donors to Messiah and support
them through the process. We are grateful to the many volunteers who have helped with
previous drives and welcome new volunteers. Please call or text Mary or Dawn at the
numbers below, or call the church office (608-222-3833) to volunteer. There will be a
coordination meeting the week of April 5-9.
We are also looking for donors to meet and hopefully exceed our goal of collecting 49 units
of blood. The month of May brings us into the summer when blood
needs are high. The Red Cross anticipates a busy summer as people
come out to celebrate. We will be available to help everyone sign
up and answer any questions.
Watch the Column and Weekly E-news for more information. We
look forward to a successful blood drive.
Co-Chairs:
Mary Marshall 608-772-1457 & Dawn Olson 608-346-9121

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)
Pandemic—Looking Back, Looking Forward
It has been a year since we were dumped into the pandemic. What a year it has
been! There are a lot of painful memories as we look back at the losses and
tragedies that people have incurred. So many friends and family that we lost.
Empty shelves. Empty streets. Empty hearts. Yet, we give thanks for the light at the
end of the tunnel which we can see. We know we can pull through this together.
When will SAM start up again? I don’t have a clear-cut answer for you. A lot
depends on when Messiah officially reopens, which we know is tentatively set for
May 22/23. Right now, my long-range forecast is to hopefully kick off the 20212022 season in September. One thing is for sure…. there will be no SAM tour in
2021. The Lake Geneva mail boat tour has been cancelled.
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Streamed Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 6K Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 LK Worship Service
10:30 LK Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m.—Noon
Monday-Friday

Get Your Messiah Mug!!
There will be a Mower Training and Lawn
Clean-up Session Saturday April 17 at 9:30
'= at the garage by the upper parking lot. It
will be a good time to meet all the members
of our mowing teams and learn the process
we use to keep the lawn groomed. Everyone
is encouraged to attend to get acquainted or
re-acquainted with the mowers.

Do you want that morning cup of coffee or
tea to taste even better? Then serve it in a
Messiah mug! We are offering these mugs for
sale for $8.00 and the proceeds benefit our
Evangelism efforts.

Just stop in at the office
to pick yours up
Monday-Friday from
All new mowing team members should
8:00-noon or you can
attend. If your unable to attend, contact
pick one up at the next
Clyde Tunak at 608-206-3479 for any training
Drive Thru Communion
questions or to schedule a separate training.
Event. If you’re new to
Help with the gardens and plants would also Messiah in 2021 you
be appreciated. If this is something you
might find one in your
would like to do, please contact Clyde.
welcome bag!

