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One day, a professor announced a surprise test.
He distributed a paper to each student, with the
front side facing down. Then he asked the class
to turn the page and start the test, but there
were no questions on the paper – just a black
dot in the center of the page. “I want you to write
a few lines about what you see on the paper”, the
professor said. Puzzled, the students started the
test.
Once everyone was finished, the professor collected all the tests
and started reading the essays out loud. Without exception, each
student had written about the black dot. One wrote that the dot
signified their smallness in the great plan of creation. Another
wrote that the black dot pointed to the lack of perfection in even
the most successful enterprise. Still, another wrote that the black
dot stood for the power and purpose of diversity and difference.
Some mentioned the size of the dot, others the position, still others
expounded brilliantly on the color of the dot. One by one, each
essay was read aloud and after reading the answers, the professor
addressed the class.
“None of you will be graded on this test. I only wanted you to ponder
over something. All of you wrote about the black dot, yet no one
concentrated first and foremost about the white part of the paper.
The same thing happens in our lives. We all have white paper to
observe and learn from, yet we always seem to focus in on the dark
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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spots. We have so many reasons to celebrate – our
parents, co-workers, friends, good health, a satisfactory
job, a child’s smile, the miracles we witness every day.
However, we often limit our horizons by focusing on just
the dark spots; our disappointments, our frustrations,
our fears and anxieties. In our day to day lives, we tend
to take so many good things for granted rather than
focus our energy on insignificant dot-like failures and
disappointments.
Take your eyes off the dark spots, the black dots of your
life. Look and focus on what brings life and the larger
picture. Most of all – look for the good.”
I think, looking for the good is another way to describe
the journey of faith. Looking for the good is looking for
God. This, of course, is not to deny the problems or
avoid the problems that demand our attention. Rather,
it means that the darkness does not overwhelm us.
Only last week, after reading the headlines, I was
overwhelmed. I grew angry over what I had read and
began dwelling on negative thoughts. I opened
Morning Prayer for that day and read this from
Ephesians:
Never let evil talk pass your lips; say only the good
things others need to hear, things that will really help
them. Do nothing that will sadden the Holy Spirit with
whom you were sealed against the day of redemption.
Get rid of all bitterness, all passion and anger, harsh
words, slander, and malice of every kind. In place of
these, be kind to one another, compassionate, and
mutually forgiving, just as God has forgiven you in
Christ.
The writer of Ephesians is simply echoing what Jesus
proclaimed in calling us to love one another. Ephesians
challenges us to focus on what brings life – the larger
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picture. Perhaps it is the pandemic we are living through, or the troubling times in
our nation’s history, or the difficult moments in each of our lives. Whatever it is that
threatens to overwhelm you, perhaps these are moments challenging us, like the
Letter to the Ephesians, to make a choice. Will we focus on the black dots, the
problems and pain, or will we look for the good? Will we
look for God? This is the journey of faith! Stay strong my
friends. Love one another and always - remember the One
who holds you forever.
Stay hopeful.
Concentrate
on the light,
not the dark

Past

Jef

Treasurer’s Report
We are three weeks into 2021 and the Pledged Revenue received to
date is $45,200, compared to the budget for the same time period of
$32,400, so we are $12,800 ahead of the budget.
The financial results for 2020 were very positive; we had a General Fund surplus of
$89,300. Thank you to everyone who participated in the annual meeting. Your input is
always important to the operation of Messiah.
Year-end statements were mailed January
25th and if you have not yet received your
statement, please contact the office at 608222-3833 or Tim Coulthart at the email to
the right.

Tim Coulthart
Business Manager and
Treasurer
Home phone: 608-222-0503
Email: timc@messiahchurch.com
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Annual Meeting Results
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This year’s annual meeting was certainly different from past meetings. The challenge of hosting it
virtually was a new experience. Thank you to Steve Cheramy, Tim Coulthart and Pastor Jeff for
making sure the technology was in place for streaming the meeting and especially for voting. We
had on average 78 “devices” logged in at one time which peaked at 85 devices. We had people
participating from Florida and Arizona. There were 13 people in attendance in the sanctuary.
All reports and the 2021 budget were passed as presented.
There was discussion about the Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) dollars that Messiah received prior to
the annual meeting. A suggestion came to the Council to give the PPP money to Dane Buy Local.
Tim researched Dane Buy Local as an option for the $50,500. Dane Buy Local distributes the CARES
funds that were given to Dane County, who in turn provided 14 million to Dane Buy Local to
distribute to Dane County businesses.
It was approved at the meeting to distribute the excess 2020 funds of $89,300 as follows:
Provide Dane Buy Local with $50,500 and to disburse, the remaining $38,800 distributed equally to
the eight local non-profits: South Central Synod of Wisconsin, Campus Ministries, Domestic Abuse
Intervention Services, Porchlight, Jail Ministry, Road Home, NAMI Dane County, Project Home
Serving Those Who Served. (The two charities in bold were added this year to benefit from
the excess funds. )

Love & Lent

By Holly Tunak

Each year, a few weeks before Lent begins, I
stress over what I will give up for the 40 days of
Lent. I stress because year after year, I begin
strong and finish weak. This year, rather than give
something up, because we have given up so
much with COVID, let’s focus on improving one
thing in our life to benefit others. Look at the
description of Love as written in 1 Corinthians 13
from The Message:
Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut,
Doesn’t have a swelled head,
Doesn’t force itself on others,
Isn’t always “me first,”
Doesn’t fly off the handle,
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others,

Doesn’t revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,
Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best,
Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end.

This Lent, let’s keep life simple
and just Love as Jesus Loves!
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Lent & Easter At Messiah
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Similar to 2020, Lent and Easter will look different again this year. Here’s what we
know so far:
►

In preparation for Ash Wednesday’s virtual service, we will
be distributing containers of ashes at the February 13 and
14th communion drive-thru event. We will supply you
with enough ashes for you and your family to use during
the February 17th service.

►

Due to COVID, we will not be publishing our Messiah
Lenten Devotion book this year. We have purchased a
book through Augsburg Publishing called “A Story to
Tell”, which you will be able to pick up any time before
Ash Wednesday, on February17th.

►

The Eastside ELCA pastors are working together to offer a
weekly Lenten worship experience that will be viewed through Facebook Live
Watch Program. More information will be available shortly. Watch the Messiah
E-News for more information.

►

Holy Week and Easter Services - we are still determining what these services will
look like this year, as we most likely won’t be worshipping in person at that
time. We’ll keep you advised as plans are confirmed.

Mark Your Calendar
The next drive thru Communion
opportunity is scheduled for
Saturday and Sunday, February 13
and 14 from
10:00 -A to
noon.
See you there!!

Holy Baptisms Celebrated
Skylar Burger
Daughter of Aaron & Makayla Braun
Luka Edward Braun
Son of of Aaron & Makayla Braun
Matthew William Braun
Son of of Aaron & Makayla Braun

I have called you by name,
you are mine.
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Bits & Pieces
Flower Sign-Up, Still Open Spots
Please sign-up for the date(s) you would like
to sponsor flowers for worship in 2021 by
calling the office at 608-222-3833 or via
email: ourchurch@messiahchurch.com. If
emailing, please include
your phone number, any
special color you might
want, and what you
would like included in
the bulletin. The cost is
$35 for each date. We do
not accept additional
amounts for larger
bouquets. You may pay for the flowers close
to the time of your chosen date. Thank you
in advance for sponsoring the flowers to
beautify our worship services!
►
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Take A Stress Break
The winter months can get stressful,
especially with COVID, and it’s important to
do some self care to keep your sanity.
During this time, we want you to know that
the church is
open for prayer
in the Sanctuary
and the Prayer
Room.
►

Please call the
office at 608-222-3833 to be sure there will
be someone available to let you into the
building and so we can monitor social
distancing. A mask will be required.

Youth on Wednesdays (YOW)
Zoom Classes►
YOW continues to meet via Zoom every other Wednesday for two sessions that are
about an hour each. We average 30 youth for approximately 50-60 minutes each
evening.
We held class on January 6 (Epiphany) which also marked the day of the
insurrection at the capital. We spent the beginning of each YOW session helping
the youth process the events of the day within a faith context. This was a positive
experience for the youth and for Teresa. We are forging good bonds and
relationships with the youth even though we are not together in person.
Ornament Sale►
The ornament sale was very successful as we sold more ornaments this year than
in recent history. Total sales were $1,037! Thank you to everyone who supported
the sale. The proceeds will benefit a future summer mission trip. The 2021annual
trip remains on hold indefinitely until it is safe to be, work, live, and travel together.
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Holding Space
Later this year, we will be offering a new workshop for
all participants in the Visitation Ministry at Messiah.
Additionally, we offer the learning session for all who
may be interested in honing their skills of being
present, while caring for others.
I am calling the training “Opening Space.” Shannon
Kunstman, a spiritual director and physical therapist,
will facilitate the workshop with me. She has modeled
this ability of holding space with clients in her practice, as well as with her children.
A definition of holding space for another is:
Letting go of judgment
Opening your heart
Allowing another to have whatever experience they’re having
Being fully present in mind, body, and spirit with undivided
attention to the other person
Stay tuned for the date and time of this workshop, pending the pandemic, inoculation
and time that it is safe for more than 40 people to gather.
If, by chance, you are one of the Care Givers in our Visitation Ministry and have not had
the opportunity to be interviewed with Dawn Olson or with me, please call me at Messiah
608-222-3833 and I will immediately set up an occasion to do so.
Later in the year, we hope to commission our Visitors and send them off to begin a
precious ministry that will forge deep and lasting relationships with God’s gracious
hospitality.

Serving with Joy,
Mark Petersen
“Whenever your heart space, your mind space and your body space are all present
and accounted for at the same time, you can experience pure presence.”
~ Richard Rohr

The Column

Social Outreach Ministry
On Going Needs:
The Road Home Wish List►
►
• Diapers (esp. size 4-6)
• Toilet paper & paper towels
• Baby wipes
• Feminine hygiene products
• Cleaning supplies
• Gifts cards for gas and grocery
• Soap
• Toothpaste and toothbrushes (adult and child)
• Laundry and dish
• Shampoo/conditioner and hair-care detergent
products for African American hair
For sanitary and safety reasons, please note that
we can only accept unopened items. We also prefer full-sized (instead of travel-sized) items when
possible.

F./01203 2021 | page 8

Jail Ministry►
►
Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames,
high & low strengths
St. Stephen’s Food Pantry Wish List►
►
Toilet paper
Ramen Noodles
Canned peas
Any kind of cereal
Cake mixes

Unopened packs dry
dog or cat food
Canned dog or cat food

Due to COVID, we are not accepting any
clothing donations at Messiah as most
charities do not have enough
storage space for new donations.

Ongoing Dignity Project
According to UNICEF, 1 in 10 school girls in Africa miss class or drop out of school
due to their menstrual cycle. They lack supplies and facilities to dispose of pads.
Our Social Outreach Ministry is taking on a simple sewing project to provide pads
and panties (girls sizes 14, 16 and small adult sizes ) for these young girls and they
need your help.
In 2020 Messiah provided 261 Pads and 285 panties! Thank you to all who donated
to this project!
Call the office (608-222-3833) for more information and sewing instructions. Even if
you don’t sew, consider donating a pack of underwear.
Messiah will ship the products to Little Dresses for Africa.

Completed projects can be dropped in the bin
by the collection area by February 15 for
the next mailing.
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The Road Home News
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The Road Home is a local charity that Messiah has been involved in for many years,
financially and with volunteer opportunities. Recently, they have received an incredible
grant that will benefit so many people and we wanted to share their great news with our
Messiah family.

Day 1 Families Fund Opens New Possibilities for Families
Last November, we were thrilled to announce that The Road Home Dane County had received a
$1.25 million grant from the Day 1 Families Fund, to be used over five years. As Kristin Rucinski
explained at that time, “This transformative gift will directly contribute to the reduction and
prevention of family homelessness in our community over the next five years.” We immediately
formed a committee to help us determine the most effective ways to use these funds. We are
excited to share with you how we plan to use these funds in 2021.
A significant portion of the funds will be used for
Mainstream Voucher programs. These include two
partnerships that provide Section 8 vouchers to at
least 50 families in our community, allowing families
to pay no more than 30% of their income for rent. The
first partnership is with the City of Madison’s
Community Development Authority and is designed
to help families, living in supportive housing, move to
other housing in the community, opening up spots
for families who are currently homeless.
The second partnership is with the Dane County Housing Authority and targets families who are
currently homeless. In both cases, HUD provides the Section 8 vouchers. Day 1 Funds will cover
The Road Home staff costs to provide case management to these families. In addition, we have
set aside some Day 1 funds for a COVID response fund, allowing us to directly assist families
who have been impacted by the COVID-19 emergency and not return to homelessness when
possible. We also formed a “Ready to Rent” Fund, which will help us work effectively with
landlords by offering incentives for them to rent to families in our programs, including larger
security deposits or funds to cover damages that might occur. Finally, Day 1 funds covered
technology purchases that have allowed staff to work effectively from home during the
pandemic. These funds are unique to help us with new innovative programs, but we still rely on
the generous support of people like you to fund our current programs. We will continue to
meet and evaluate opportunities to use the Day 1 grant to make a difference for families in our
community who have experienced homelessness.
If you would like more information about The Road Home go to www.trhome.org or call 608294-7998.
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Talking Together as Christians
About Tough Social Issues

in a caring relationship?” That became the
turning point in the conversation.

by Deacon Vicki Hanrahan, Assistant to
the Bishop for Synodical Life

Even still, in our church families, it takes
courage and the fruits of the spirit because
“a given issue can affect some people in very
different ways than it does others—due to
what they have experienced, where they have
come from, and individual personality
differences. Talking about these things
together brings these differences out in the
open, which can be risky.”

I have been in several
conversations these last few
weeks in which people have
reported instances of
attendees “walking out” of
meetings, albeit virtual
meetings, because someone
has been offended by
another’s comment. I have
also sat in meetings where
people have communicated
as if everyone in the “room” has the same
political leanings; I can understand how that
may alienate those who do not share their
opinions and at the same time, do not feel
the space is safe enough to share their
differing viewpoints.

“Some people fear that disagreement on an
issue will divide a congregation and threaten
relationships in the congregation, as well as
in the wider community. That can happen,
but it does not necessarily have to happen.
Disagreements can become destructive when
congregations do not have the attitudes,
beliefs, knowledge, skills, and behavior to talk
together constructively. However, if those
who shape the life of a congregation give
clear, reassuring signals that “we talk about
As people who strive to model the loving
matters like that here,” and if the
behavior of our risen Lord, I know we can do congregation has developed the habit and
better. Talking about social issues together
learned practices for doing so, this begins to
from the perspective of our faith is something feel like a natural part of what it means to be
that Christians can learn to do or do better
a church. When issues arise, they must be
and with more spiritual depth. Perhaps this is talked about, and these congregations feel
a time to get back to basics.
confident that they can talk about them.”
When I served as a council president of my
church many years ago, I was taken to task
about a conversation taking place in our
church about whether we should build two
high schools. I remember listening and then
asking the person “Why wouldn’t the church
be the absolute best place to have a
conversation where everyone could feel safe
to share their viewpoints as they would be
among people with whom they were already

It is right to remember that Christians fulfill
their vocation diversely and have many
different gifts, so they will often disagree
passionately on the kind of responses they
make to social questions. So, in these
conversations many questions need attention,
and many viewpoints are helpful. All
participants have something to contribute.
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Children’s, Youth & Family Ministry
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Sunday School►
Sunday School will continue at home through the end of April. If you are interested
in having your child participate, but have not signed up, contact Elizabeth at familyministry@messiahchurch.com and she will gladly make a bag available to you.
Don’t forget to pick up your bag with supplies for lessons through April.

Find a New Friend►
If any families are interested in being Pen Pals with older or homebound Messiah
folks, please contact Elizabeth to get connected.

First Communion►
A recent survey was sent out to determine
when would be the best time for families
to celebrate First Communion this year. If
you have not returned your survey, please
let Elizabeth know your preference as soon
as possible.

Ministry Support Coordinator
Thank you to the crew of volunteers who
continue to make up our Community
Support Team doing things like sending
cards, making phone calls, grocery
shopping or providing transportation for
those who need a boost during the
pandemic. If you would like to join the
Community Support Team, please contact
Elizabeth Crummy.

If you
could use
a hand,
we have
hands to
help!

Elizabeth Crummy
Ministry Support Coordinator

Email: familyministry
@messiahchurch.com
608-235-6910

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)
Second Harvest Food Bank (SHFB)
- NBC15 Set a New Record
This year SHFB and NBC15 set a goal
of 5 million meals for families in 16
southern Wisconsin counties. The final
number was announced on January
13th and it was a record setter with 6.3
million meals raised. Under the direction of Messiah's Senior Adult Ministry,
plus a generous match from the
Gundlach Family Fund, Messiah accounted for a little over 63,000 meals,
which is 1% of the grand total!! Thank
you all for your generous contributions
to purchase virtual pies!

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Saturdays
5:00 ID Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 2D Worship Service
10:30 2D Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m.—Noon
Monday-Friday

An Opportunity to Serve►
It may be winter in Wisconsin, but we look
forward to warmer temperatures and lawn
mowing vs. shoveling snow. Mowing Teams
will be forming in March. If you are interested
in helping keep the grounds of Messiah well
groomed, contact Clyde Tunak (608-2063479) or messiahbuilding@gmail.com to get
your name on a mowing team.
Teams are usually scheduled about two times
per summer. A training session will be held in
April for new mowers and those who want a
review of the equipment. This is a great way
to meet other Messiah members!

Recently Messiah has registered with Amazon to
benefit from their charitable organization
program, AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5%
of eligible purchases to Messiah Evangelical
Lutheran Church (our registered name) —no fees,
no extra cost to you. When shoppers click on the
link below, you can sign up for AmazonSmile and
you can start shopping. Every time you shop,
Messiah will be listed in the corner as your charity.
Four times per year a check will be sent from
Amazon to Messiah to benefit our
ministries. Click on https://www.amazon.com/
s?k=amazonsmile.&pldnSite=1. At the top of the
page, click “Sign in to AmazonSmile to get
started” where you will choose Messiah as your
charity. This is another great way to support
Messiah as you shop!

