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T H E

This is a ew Year
With ew Begi i gs
Absolutely no one can disagree that 2020 has been a
weird year, one we will never forget and hope to
never repeat. January through Mid-March was life as
usual, go to work or school, enjoy time with family
and friends at local restaurants, enjoy our church
family and worship, kids involved in the usual
activities and sports and then, it was like the curtain
came down and life as we knew it totally changed.
What? No church services? Wear a mask, stay home,
keep 6 feet between you and the next person and
wash, wash, wash your hands! COVID 19 rocked our
world and put everyone on alert to be careful.
We pray for the doctors, nurses, and front line
Holly Tunak
workers who have worked and continue to work
Executive Ministry
exhausting hours, dealing with emotions of frustrated
Assistant
family members who cannot visit, or watching patients
pass away from this horrid disease We pray and we pray, sometimes asking “where is
God in all of this?” We know where He is, right in the middle of it all, giving strength
to those who are exhausted or depressed, giving healing to those who are sick,
having neighbors help neighbors, inspiring those working on a vaccine and
comforting the families of those who have gone home to Heaven. During those times
God is reminding us “don’t forget, you are in my heart.”
People would come in to the office to drop something off or pick up a devotion book
and would look longingly into the sanctuary that was quiet and dark. It so touched
my heart. They would say how much they miss being at Messiah. I had a number of
conversations with people who were feeling so depressed. One member asked me
what I did to keep my sanity. I said I count my blessings, try to get outside and pray,
a lot!
As we look back there were blessings in this COVID year. I saw many, many more
families out this summer taking bike rides and walks or working on their yards.
People took time to declutter, as they were stuck at home and all those “treasures”
that were donated to local charities helped support their missions. I actually took
time to read and enjoy a glass of wine with Clyde on the deck when the sun was
Holly’s message continues on page 2
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going down many times. Life started to move at a slower pace.
Maybe COVID is God’s way of urging us to slow down, be still and
know that He is God. This has been a time to really examine our lives
and ponder what is really important in life. A time to look for those
“grace moments” when we know God is all around us, or we saw
grace moments in the eyes of a family member or friend.
And now, we begin a new year that will again have many changes. We
will continue to watch our services via our website for a few more
months. People keep asking when will we return to regular worship
services. The answer is when it is safe to return to in-person worship
based on decisions made by our ELCA Synod, the City of Madison
and our Messiah Council.
Last June, we cancelled our mid-year congregational meeting due to
COVID. We will hold our Messiah Annual Meeting this year, but it too
will look different. The meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 24th
at 12:00 ,- and it will be held virtually. Members will log into
messiahchurch.com and click on the “watch now” button to
participate in the meeting. There will be an opportunity to ask
questions in a “Chat Box” or you can call the church office at 608-2223833 with your questions that will be conveyed to Pastor Jeff, Tim
Coulthart and Council President, Kate Mennenga for response.
Another option to ask questions is by texting Teresa Palumbo at 608279-7460 with your question. For those without computer access, we
will allow a small group of people at the church with masks and social
distanced by reservation. Copies of the Annual Report will be
available the week of January 18th for pick up Monday-Friday from
8:00 to noon. For any questions about the annual meeting please
contact the office at the number above.

Yes 2020 was different and totally unexpected, and 2021 will be a
year of regrouping and getting back to new rhythms of life. I
C445B9<1345 46 S;<945 AB:73 M9<9235A suggested to Pastor Jeff that when we gather for the first in person
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Through all of this, I have been reminded of the strength and love of
this congregation. Generosity has overflowed during this past year as
we collected for, and financially supported, our many charities. The
staff of Messiah thanks each of you for your continued support
during a challenging time. I wish you a most Blessed New Year!

Holly

Treasurer’s Report
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December and 2020 are both coming to a close and our church finances are in good shape. Your
thoughtful giving to the General and Capital Projects Funds exceeded our expectations. The Pledged
Offering received through 50 weeks (Dec. 15th) was $545,600, while the budget for the full year was
$545,200, so we are $400 ahead of the budget with 2 Sundays remaining. This generous giving, combined with our spending within our budget, means that at the end of the year, our revenues will exceed our expenses. The Pledge Fund drive results through December 15th: the General Fund 300
families have pledged $439,600 to the General Fund for 2021, an increase of 3.8 percent from last
year’s pledge total.
Payroll Protection Plan - In November, the Payroll Protection Plan funds of $50,500, were reclassified from a Loan to Operating Income, as the paperwork to forgive the loan was submitted to
Oak Bank. Oak Bank approved the paperwork and submitted it to the Small Business Administration
for final approval. Oak Bank indicated that the submitted paper work should result in the loan being
forgiven as Messiah used 99 percent of the funds received for payroll related expenses that incurred
during the 8-week period from April 17th to June 11th. It takes anywhere from 1 to 8 weeks to receive official word from the Small Business Administration, it has been 3 weeks so far.
Excess Revenue Distribution Plan - At our most recent Council meeting, we discussed what should
be done with the excess revenues over expenses. Similar to what we have done in the past nine
years, we formulated a plan for these funds. The plan that will go before the congregation at the Annual Meeting on January 24th is that the entire excess will go to our Local Mission partners: Campus
Ministries, Domestic Abuse Intervention Services, Jail Ministry, Porchlight, The Road Home, Project
Home-Serving Those Who Served, NAMI Dane County and the South Central Synod of Wisconsin.
The final amount will be determined after the close of the calendar year.
2021 Budget - The Council approved the budget at the meeting on December 9th. Pledge Offering
in the budget is based on the following factors; Current Year collections, 2021 Pledges and past history, based on these three factors, we have set the amount at $545,250, which we believe is a realistic
amount based on the information provided. There are a few areas that have increased budget
amounts from 2020, one of those areas is selected salaries. While most salaries were held at the 2020
levels, the Visitation Pastor and Ministry Support Coordinator were increased to reflect working a full
year; the Custodian was increased to reflect increased hours and the Building Manager was reduced
to show a decrease in hours. In addition, we increased two expense lines, Evangelism and Family
Ministry, to cover the expenses related to streaming weekly and Stewardship to cover expenses related to our Annual Stewardship mailing and increased Simply Giving activity.
Annual Meeting - The excess revenue distribution plan and 2021 budget
will be discussed and voted on at the Annual Meeting on January 24th. If
you have any questions, feel free give me a call at (608-222-0503) between 4 RN - 9 RN or send me an email at timc@messiahchurch.com.
Tim Coulthart
Treasurer/Business Manager

Offering envelopes
are available
for pick-up

Social Outreach Ministry
On Going Needs:
The Road Home Wish List►
►
Diapers/Pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning Supplies
Toilet paper
Paper towels

Feminine hygiene
products
Laundry, dish detergent
Gifts cards for gas and
groceries

St. Stephen’s Food Cupboard Wish List►
►
Toilet paper
Ramen Noodles
Canned peas
Any kind of cereal
Cake mixes
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A big "Thank You" to those who donated money to
the Christmas fund. Thanks to your generosity the
68 women at the YWCA received a personal gift
plus a $25 gift certificate at Festival Foods.
Thank you also for donating money to help make
four families (total of 15 people) from The Road
Home have a happy Christmas. We were able to
give each member of the family a $50 gift card and
each family a $100 gift certificate for groceries All
the gifts for both projects were greatly appreciated.

Unopened packs dry
Messiah Social Outreach Committee
dog or cat food
Canned dog or cat food

Jail Ministry►
►
Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames, high
& low strengths

Due to COVID, we are not accepting any
clothing donations at Messiah as most
charities do not have enough
storage space for new donations.

Pudding/Hat & Mittens
A huge thank you from the Social Outreach
Committee to everyone who donated pudding,
hats, mittens/gloves and scarves. We collected 300
boxes of pudding with 150 delivered to the East
Madison Community Center and the rest went to
the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry. Our hat/mitten
collection was over the top as well.
Ten bags were filled and delivered to
the Salvation Army and the East
Madison Community Center for
sharing with their participants. Thank
you so much for your generosity!!

Thank you to Chip & Nancy Plummer
and Bernie Hartwig who prepared the
YWCA gifts for delivery.

Ongoing Dignity Project
According to UNICEF, 1 in 10 school girls in Africa miss class
or drop out of school due to their menstrual cycle. They lack
supplies and facilities to dispose of pads. Our Social
Outreach Ministry is taking on a simple sewing project to
provide pads and panties (girls sizes 14, 16 and small adult
sizes ) for these young girls and they need your help.
Call the office (608-222-3833) for more
information and sewing instructions.
Even if you don’t sew, consider donating
a pack of underwear. Messiah will ship
the products to Little Dresses for Africa.

Completed projects can be
dropped in the bin by the
collection area by February 15
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Bits & Pieces
►

2021 Flower Sign-Up, Still Open Spots

Please sign-up for the date(s) you would like to
sponsor flowers for worship in 2021 by calling
the office at 608-222-3833 or via email:
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com. If emailing,
please include your phone number, any special
color you might want, and what you would like
included in the bulletin. The cost is $35 for each
date. We do not accept additional amounts for
larger bouquets. You may
pay for the flowers close to
the time of your chosen
date. Thank you in advance
for sponsoring the flowers
to beautify our worship
services!
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►Virtual

Angel Bible Study in January
We often hear people say things like, She/
He’s such an angel…. You look like an angel….
I have a guardian angel….Look they’re making
snow angels… Are there bad angels?... or only
good ones?.... The word brings many
thoughts to mind. Depending on the
translation, the word angel is mentioned up
to 273 times in the Bible. This would lead us
to believe that they play a significant role in
the God story.

This 11-week
Online Bible
study takes a
closer look at
the types of
angels, roles
► Take A Stress Break
of angels and
The holidays can get stressful and it’s important
what the
to do some self care to keep your sanity. During
Bible has to say about angels. Nancy
this time, we want you to know that the church is
Macgregor, one of our Bible study group, will
open for prayer in the Sanctuary and the Prayer
spend several weeks presenting a program
Room. Please call the office at 608-222-3833 to
she developed utilizing her art in conjunction
be sure there will be
with an insightful look at angels.
someone available to let
you into the building
and so we can monitor
social distancing. A
mask will be required.

We will be using the Fisherman Angel Bible
Study Guide. You can find it at https://
www.amazon.com/Angels-Fisherman-Studyguide
-Vinita-Hampton/dp/0877880131. The study
runs from January 5-March 16th at 5:00 RN.

Advent Adventure
You can still take part in the Advent Adventure To be a part of the study contact Rich
which takes you to 7 churches on the East Side Valenta by email at richfsi@gmail.com or
of Madison for music, scripture and a message 847-226-6106 for log in information.
until January 6th. For more information check
our Messiah webpage or stop in at Messiah to
pick up a tour guide.
►

A Message From Our Bishop Joy
Dear Friends of Messiah,
My own family has walked through being
diagnosed with Covid-19. We are not alone.
Rostered leaders in our synod have been
diagnosed and hospitalized with the virus.
Members of our congregations and communities
have been as well. It is scary. December 15th we
eclipsed 300,000 dead in the United States from
Covid-19. That number will continue to climb, we
are told.
In Wisconsin, over the last few weeks, we have
seen a decline in cases, but active cases and the
expectation that this virus will be with us for a
long time, is still very real; even as a vaccine is
rolled out.
Fortunately, we have a God who is with us in all of
this. And the Spirit empowers us for leadership in
these challenging and uncertain times.
I know that a few of you re-opened worship and
have closed again. I commend you for making
this difficult and frustrating decision. This
pandemic has wreaked all kinds of havoc and
stress. All churches had to make the hard
decisions about Christmas services this year. Last
spring, we thought we would only contemplate
and mourn missing Easter; certainly, nothing
prepared us for being away from our buildings at
Christmas too. In fact, nothing prepared us for the
kinds of decisions we would make in 2020 or the
challenges we would face. Nothing, except the
promise that we have not made them alone. We
have been accompanied all along.
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Christ. We know God blesses us with this amazing
gift.
Please know that this season, the synod staff and I
are available to you. We will continue to walk with
you and your leadership
teams. This Christmas we
pray that you will know the
blessed love of God, born for
you.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe
South-Central Synod of
Wisconsin

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)
Virtual Pie Sale a Huge Success
This article could have appeared in a number of
places in this edition of the Column. Why?
Because so many Messiah people contributed to
this record-breaking sale. Since, Messiah’s Senior
Adult Ministry is the anchor of this fundraiser, we’ll
keep the summary right here—glad you surfed
this issue of The Column and found it!
Our annual apple pie sale went virtual this year
due to COVID-19. Normal pie sales would total
around $2,000.00. Well, this year we sold over
$5,000.00 in virtual pies!!! You blew my goal of
$1,000.00 right out of the water early on. Yahara
Materials, Waunakee, WI, is our primary sponsor
and they came through again this year with their
donation. The Gundlach Family Fund matched our
sales so we went to NBC15’s Share Your Holidays
Finale with over $10,000.00. That was doubled at
the Alliant Energy Center to over $20,000.00!!

Now, as we celebrate the Christmas season, we
witness God incarnate. God comes through
again. God comes to us born in Bethlehem with
Checks are still coming in for Second Harvest
hope and promise and love. We live in this blessed Food Bank. Watch for the final virtual pie numbers
hope. We await our Blessed Hope, Jesus
in the forthcoming Annual Report.
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Children’s, Youth & Family Ministry
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Sunday School►
Sunday School will continue at home through
the end of April. If you are interested in having
your child participate, but have not signed up,
contact Elizabeth and she will gladly make leftover bags available to you. Please contact her
first so you are given the correct bags! Twin sister, Emma and Lily Polachek, enjoy working on
their Sunday School projects at home.
Lily Polachek

Emma Polachek

Find a New Friend► If any families are interested in being Pen Pals with older or
homebound Messiah folks, please contact Elizabeth to get connected.
First Communion►
A recent survey indicated that most families prefer to wait until we are together again
to learn about and celebrate First Communion, rather than learning at home over
zoom or independently. Given the anticipated timeline of the COVID-19 vaccine, we
can anticipate that a fall celebration for our current 2nd graders is the most likely. If
something changes, I will let you know!

Ministry Support Coordinator

Mark Your Calendar

Thank you to the crew of volunteers who
continue to make up our Community
Support Team doing things like sending
cards, making phone calls, grocery
shopping or providing transportation for
those who need a boost during the
pandemic. If you would like to join the
Community Support Team, please contact
Elizabeth Crummy.

The next drive thru Communion
opportunity is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, January 16 and
17th from 10:00 1- to noon.
You can still pick up your 2021
giving envelopes if you have not
already done so.

If you
could use
a hand,
we have
hands to
help!

Elizabeth Crummy
Ministry Support Coordinator

Email: familyministry
@messiahchurch.com
608-235-6910

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716

Streamed Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 RN Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 7N Worship Service
10:30 7N Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m.—Noon
Monday-Friday
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