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Look for the Good!
There was once a traveler who was walking from
a village in the mountains to a village in the
valley. As he walked along, he saw a monk
working in a field, so he stopped and said to the
monk, I’m on my way to the village in the valley.
Can you tell me what it’s like?
The monk looked up from his labor and asked the
man where he had come from. The man
responded, I have come from the village in the
mountains. The monk smiled a knowing smile and asked: And what was
that village like?
The traveler barely hesitated for an instant and then he spat out: It was
terrible! No-one spoke my language, I had to sleep on a dirt floor in one
of their houses, they fed me some sort of stew that had yak or dog or both
in it and the weather was atrocious. The monk nodded his head in
sympathy. Oh that is so sad replied the monk. The village to which you
are traveling is much the same. I’m sorry.
Now a few hours later another traveler passed by also heading toward the
valley below and he said to the monk, I am on my way to the village in
the valley, can you tell me what it’s like? Again the monk smiled a
knowing smile and asked: W here have you come from? The traveler
responded: I have come from the village in the mountains. And again as
before the monk asked: And what was the village you came from like?
It was awesome! The man replied. No-one spoke my language so we had
to communicate using our hands and facial expressions. I had to sleep on
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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the dirt floor which was really cool as I’ve never done that
before. They fed me some sort of weird stew and I have no
idea what was in it but just to experience how the locals
lived was great and the weather was freezing cold, so we
had to spend nights huddled around the fire telling stories. I
really got a taste of the local conditions! The people were
so friendly, and kind, and hospitable. They were the best! It
was one of the greatest experiences of my life.
The monk nodded in agreement. W e’ll you’re in luck then.
I think that you’ll find that the village in the valley is much
the same, responded the monk.
I have always loved this old story (I think I’ve even used it
in a sermon somewhere over the last 34 years!), because it
is another story about the importance of attitude. More than
simply a folktale about having an optimistic attitude
however, the story is an acknowledgment that we will find
in others whatever we are looking for. There is an old
adage: If you look for the worst in people, you will find it.
This is so true! If we search for what is wrong with the
people we meet each day, what is sinful and dark, broken
and weak – there is no doubt we will find it. That is what
we humans are after all. We are combinations of what the
reformers called simul justus et peccator – at the same time
sinner and saint. Equally true then is if we look for what is
best in people – we will find that as well! In a society like
ours, that is so politically divided, we have a tendency to
seek the worst and yet nothing is stopping us from looking
for the good.
Recently I was walking through one of the construction
areas of the building (there are several!), and I heard the
painters and masons talking politics. I knew that they were
on the opposite side of the aisle from me and my first
instinct was to dismiss them. I remembered the old story
and decided to look for what was good. Each day I stop by
and talk. These men laugh easily and share the stories of
their lives. I know who is married, who brings a packed
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lunch and who enjoys Culvers. We’ve teased each other about who has the tougher job and
I’ve even kiddingly invited them to be backup singers for a sermon (wouldn’t that be fun?).
I looked for what was best in them – and I found it. My values remain the same. I will speak
out about justice. I will stand up to intolerance and systemic racism. And I will not be silent.
Yet, I will also not spend time demeaning, disparaging and looking for the worst.
I believe that this is the call of Jesus. Jesus was a man who affirmed the Divine in the people
he encountered each day. He saw every person as a brother or sister on the road to the
kingdom. He stood up for what was right and yet always reached out with love – even to his
enemies – the last word was always love. Remember the story of the two travelers this week
and look for what is good – trust me – you will find it.
Past

Jef

During this COVID time we want you to know that the church is open for prayer in
the Sanctuary. Please call the office at 608-222-3833 to be sure there will be someone
available to let you into the building and so we can monitor social distancing. A mask
will be required.

2020 Backpack Drive Results
Thank you to all for your support for this annual
project!! We collected 2,400 items!
We packed 101 backpacks/boxes for places that
wanted them delivered in that manner and 20
boxes of supplies for places that wanted them
delivered in bulk rather than in backpacks.
Backpacks and boxes went to DAIS (25 boxes),
Salvation Army (26 backpacks), and 50
backpacks each to three Madison schools: Allis,
Schenk and Elvehjem. The loose supplies went
to three Madison schools: Glendale, Lake View
and Kennedy.
We collected:
298 glue sticks
293 notebooks
256 crayons ,
226 markers
126 sharpies
64 earbuds

Holy Baptisms Celebrated
Mason Louis Poster
Son of Adam & Carrie
Emma Annick Hafner-Hatch
Daughter of Tina Hatch &
Madeline Hafner
Anders Travis Kraus
Son of Andrew & Amber

I have called you by name,
you are mine.
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We are eight months into the calendar year and the Pledged Revenue received to
date is $364,900, compared to the budget for the same period of $363,500, so we
are $1,400 higher than the budget. In addition, the Loose Offering is $10,200 lower
than the budget. In total, General Fund Revenues are less than the budget by
$10,800. General Fund expenditures through August were $354,800 compared to
the budget of $384,600, so we are $29,800 under budget. At the end of August
total General Fund revenues were greater than total General Fund expenses by
$19,000.

Social Outreach Ministry
The Road Home Wish List►
►

Jail Ministry►
►

Diapers/Pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning Supplies
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Feminine hygiene products
Laundry, dish detergent
Gifts cards for gas and groceries

Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames, high &
low strengths

►
St. Stephen’s Food Cupboard Wish List►
► Kennedy School Partnership►
Until further notice, we will not be collecting food
Toilet paper
items and clothing for Kennedy. Once students are
Ramen Noodles
back in the classroom, Kennedy will send a list of all
Canned peas
their needs. Thank you so much for your past
Any kind of cereal
support!!
Cake mixes
Unopened packages of dry dog or cat food
Canned dog or cat food
St. Stephen’s is not taking clothing at this time.
A big thank you to everyone who continues to contribute to The Road Home, St. Stephen’s Food
Pantry and Jail Ministry!!

Ongoing Dignity Project:►
►
Thank you to those who contributed to our latest project mailing by donating underwear or sewing pads to help
the girls in Africa. Our next mailing will be October 15th. This is a great project for novice sewers. You do
not need to be a member of the Social Outreach Ministry to help the girls in Africa stay in school. Lack of
supplies means many girls miss class or drop out of school completely. If you don't sew, please consider
donating panties (girls size 14 or 16 and smaller adult sizes). Contact June Nyhus (608-241-5855) or the church
office (608-222-3833) for the pattern with instructions. Completed projects and panties may be dropped in the
bin in the collection area near the Community Room by October 15.

Children’s, Youth & Family Ministry
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School & Tutoring Team►
►
Messiah continues to work as a faith community to help those who have been impacted by COVID19. If you need support helping your children navigate virtual school while you are working from
home, please contact Elizabeth at familyministry@messiahchurch.com. She will get you
connected to a shared document. If you are willing to provide these services in person, over the
phone, over a video call, for pay or as a volunteer, also email Elizabeth.
Messiah is just helping make connections and is not responsible for any of the details. This is
similar to the connections we built this spring around needs related to grocery shopping, etc.
Another option for you is to utilize the UW Jobs Board: https://studentjobs.wisc.edu/postnonuw/

First Communion and Bible Blessing►
►
Twenty-eight of our First Communion children were scheduled to participate on either September 26
or 27th service, with several more opting to celebrate at home. We also did an abbreviated Bible
Blessing at that time. Children were emailed a link for further learning from Pastor Jeff and received
bags packed complete with the supplies for almost every activity we would normally do in person for
them to do at home.

Virtual Sunday School►
►
To those who have indicated an interest in doing Sunday School at home with your children twice a
month starting in October, Elizabeth has ordered your materials and will let you know when your
supplies are ready to be picked up from church.

Construction Update
Construction is moving along with the canopy almost finished, except for the underside and fascia.
The sprinkling system in the Community Room is almost finished. The education space in the lower
level has been painted and carpeted. Trim and electrical work will be finished soon. This new space
will be wonderful for our youth’s education space and other ministry gatherings.

Scout Service Project
Volunteers from our Pack 132 and Troop 132 are
offering to assist with raking leaves for our senior
members on Saturday, October 24th as a service
project.
Scouts (with rakes) and their adult leaders (with
leaf blowers) are available to volunteer and clean
up the leaves that have fallen in your yard. We
are still organizing our volunteers so we do not
know exactly how many helpers we have, but will
do our best to meet all the needs. The sooner
you can let us know, the better!
If you are interested in raking with the Scouts,
please email or call/text Elizabeth and she will
make sure your name gets to the organizers.
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YOW—Youth On Wednesdays
PRE-CONFIRMATION & CONFIRMATION—
Staying Connected Even Though We are
Apart.
YOW is a relational ministry and
encompasses both Pre-Confirmation and
Confirmation.

Building relationships and connecting with
the youth is key to encouraging faith
formation and exploration. While the
If you need help with your leaves, please contact
Elizabeth Crummy, Ministry Support Coordinator, building is closed, YOW will stay connected
remotely with live lessons two times a
at 608-235-6910 or via email: familyministry
month via Zoom (Zoom invite and info will
@messiahchurch.com.
be provided).

Care Net Baby Bottle Campaign
October is “Respect Life Month.” Due to the
COVID virus, the annual Baby Bottle
Campaign, normally held in May, was postponed. Care Net Pregnancy Center, on the
East side of Madison, will now be observing
Respect Life Month by going virtual with the
Baby Bottle Campaign. Messiah will be holding
a collection during the month of October that
will be matched by the Gundlach Family Fund.
You will be able to make a donation on
Messiah's website, mail it, or drop it in the mail
slot at the church. Those of you who are
unfamiliar with Care Net can visit their website
to view a short video called First Care Clinic
Buzzed into Madison at https://
friends.carenetdane.org/connect/videos/.
We appreciate your
support of this
important cause!

We will be holding lessons live via Zoom
twice a month for 45 minutes. The 5-6 grade
students will meet from 6-6:45 -# and 7-9th
graders will meet from 7-7:45 -#. Our time
together will be a blend of large group
lessons and small group discussions with fun
and engaging activities woven in.
Each evening will begin with a large group
lesson (20 minutes) followed by small group
breakout discussions (25 minutes).

Please register by October 1 in order to
plan for enough materials to be available
on October 7. The cost is $20.
Please make checks payable to Messiah
Church and put YOW in the memo line.
Scholarships are available upon request.
To register, fill out the Google form at
https://forms.gle/au1uTFEqPj8vXVFq8
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Divine Yoga Returns
Divine Yoga returns via Zoom through
November 3, on Tuesday's from 6:00-6:45 -#.
Classes will be provided by Certified Instructor,
Leanne Widen. of Messiah Lutheran Church,
Women's Ministry.
This is a free yoga practice. However, good will
donations will be generously matched by the
Gundlach Family Fund and forwarded to The
Elizabeth House, which is a residential maternity
and parenting program that supports pregnant
women. Please make checks payable to Messiah
Church for the matching funds and mail to 5202
Cottage Grove Road, Madison 53716 or go to
www.messiahchurch.com – Online Giving to make
your gift. Registration is required, to access the
Zoom link. Please send your request to:
LeeLee53527@gmail.com.

Visitation Ministry
Henri Nouwen had a gift for hospitality,
empathetic to opening space for others to meet
God. This quote of Henri reveals his depth of
welcome:
Hospitality means primarily the creation
of a free space where the stranger can
enter and become a friend instead of an
enemy. Hospitality is not to change
people but to offer them space where
change can take place. . . The paradox of
hospitality is that it wants to create
emptiness, not a fearful emptiness, but a
friendly emptiness where strangers can
enter and discover themselves as created
free; free to sing their own songs, speak
their own languages, dance their own
dances; free also to leave and follow their
own vocations. Hospitality is not a subtle
invitation to adore the lifestyle of the
host, but the gift of a chance for the guest
to find his own.
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We would like to thank each of the visitation
ministry participants for their submission of the
intake questionnaire. At this point we are
meeting individually with all visitors for a final
consultation regarding preferences before
matching each with one of our care receivers.
We hope to finish this before November and
provide all visitors with “tips for introduction”
when making the initial contact in December.
Pastor Mark is contacting all care receivers to
prepare them for their assigned visitor, explaining
the intention of scheduling a pastoral visit four
times a year (Summer, Fall, Advent-Christmas,
Lent-Easter) and our trained visitors eight times
per year. So, each quarter of the year our care
receivers will visit twice and pastor once.
We are preparing for our next workshop for all
participants in visitation ministry on Saturday,
December 12 at 9 01. This workshop is titled:
“Opening Space.” We will follow all proper safety
measures. We hope to video tape the entire
workshop including a mock home communion
demonstration for our Eucharistic ministers; as
another option.
For our grief companions and all families who
have lost a loved one this year, for anyone
tethered to unresolved yesterdays, there is an
evening worship on-line called “The Longest
Night,” this new offering is scheduled for
Sunday, December 20 at Messiah at 6:30 51.
Together we have been preparing the groundwork for this liturgy since the beginning of our
“Tear Soup” workshop earlier in the year. Stay
tuned for upcoming details and letters to those
who have lost a loved one.
Early 2021, we hope to commission our visitors
and send them off to begin a precious ministry
that will forge deep and lasting relationships with
God’s gracious
hospitality.
Serving with Joy,
Dawn Olson
& Pastor Mark
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Saturdays
5:00 -# Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 $# Worship Service
10:30 $# Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m.—Noon
Monday-Friday

Team 11 – Oct 3
Terry Rieck
Howie Hanold

Team 14 – Oct 24
Chris Brown
Reed Foster
Jerry Meysembourg Deb Diewald
Team 12 – Oct 10
Tim Ryan
Chip Plummer
Patrick Ellestad

Thank You to
everyone who
keeps our
grounds
beautiful!

Team 13 – Oct 17
Bill Durkin
Don Hehenberger What a gift your
Mike Digman
time and energy

is to Messiah!

Be Part of The 2020 Virtual Breakfast
Mark your calendars for the 16th annual Homes for Families Breakfast, a fundraising event to benefit families in
The Road Home’s housing programs on Thursday, October 22, 8:00 -C. This year’s theme is Strong Families,
Strong Communities. Due to Covid-19, the 2020
Breakfast will be held virtually.
The event will include presentations from a program
graduate and staff from The Road Home, a video about
our work and a direct appeal for financial support. While
the way we hold the event this year has changed, the
need to share The Road Home’s story and raise funds has
not.
Each year, the Breakfast raises $375,000 to provide critical
services to families who have experienced homelessness
in our community. Support is needed to help families
address housing disparities, sustain affordable housing,
meet basic needs and reach goals for employment, education and health. Please contact Peggy Halloran at peggyh@trhome.org to be a part of the event.

