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Distancing Ourselves as an Act of Love and Life
By the Babylonian Rivers we sat down in
grief and wept;
Hung our harps upon the willows and
mourned for Zion when she slept.
How can we sing the Lord’s song in a
strange and bitter land?
Can our voices veil the sorrow? Oh Lord
save your holy band.
This is an old song and is based upon
Psalm 137, a psalm written when people from Jerusalem were held
captive in Babylon for 70 years. Scripture scholars refer to this as the
Babylonian Exile and it took place nearly 600 years before the birth of
Christ. For 70 years, the Jewish captives could not gather in their temple,
or celebrate their Seder meals, or worship and remember their Passover.
They were apart from their brothers and sisters for 70 years!
We have been distant from one another for only a few months, since the
middle of March. Our quarantine has given us a small glimpse into the
pain and longing of the Babylonian exile. I have heard the desire of
people from this congregation to gather and celebrate again, to re-open
our church to worship, to celebrate and laugh together, to sing and to
commune. I write however to inform you that we will be in exile for some
time yet, and thus we will continue to connect virtually. The Pastoral
Parish Council is following closely the recommendations from Public
Health Madison and Dane County, as well as the recommendations from
the CDC, the Wisconsin Council of Churches and the advice from the
church wide office of The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. All of
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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these resources are recommending caution.
I have heard the argument made: Why shouldn’t churches
be allowed to worship at 25% or 50% capacity if the state
and county allow restaurants, bars, gyms and retail stores
to do so? My response is this: Firstly, the mission of the
church is different from the rest. Our mission is to be Jesus
for the world and to protect life. We are most “the church”
by loving one another and distancing ourselves as an act of
love and life until we have a treatment or a vaccine for
COVID-19. Secondly, what is legal to do is not necessarily
the right thing to do. I have expressed my reservations to
my friends in certain Evangelical and Catholic churches on
their re-opening. I find it ironic that those who most
vehemently proclaim their pro-life stance, are the first to
risk life by gathering together against the advice of Public
Health officials. I think they are wrong to do this and I
choose not to follow their example. As Luther said “Here I
stand. I can do no other.”
Still, as a pastor and shepherd, I feel deeply for the
loneliness of members of our congregation, especially
those who live alone. They are truly exiled, living in a
strange and bitter land. The COVID Economic Response
Team has done a superb job of reaching out via phone calls
to those who are older in our midst. So many children have
written and made cards for those confined in isolation,
many have utilized Face Time and Zoom to stay connected.
We must re-double our efforts to ease the exile and remind
them of community. In the next few months, we will find
ways of doing that. Perhaps it will be small gatherings in
the parking lot at church, opening the church sanctuary for
personal prayer (one or two at a time), some sort of a larger
distanced gathering where we could see one another. This
is how we will love one another.
One final word about re-opening. Nearly every expert in
the field of virus transmission admits that it may reach a
point where it is safe for large groups to gather again, yet
they caution it will likely be only for a short time – this virus
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has its own time line! Most epidemiologists say that we are now in the eye of the hurricane
and the autumn will bring renewed spikes. And remember - even if we were to gather for
worship, it would not resemble what we experienced before. There would be no gathering/
conversation, no congregational singing, preaching would be shortened, communion
would be very different, and certainly no fellowship afterward. Until there is treatment or a
cure, this is our new reality. I miss you. I miss celebrating with you. I miss worshiping the
way we are used to worshiping. Yet this is how we will be the Body of Christ for the world
and one another – by protecting each other and not risking life unnecessarily. One day, we
will journey out of exile to be together again – all of us – not just the young, not only the
healthy, not only those who are not physically compromised, not merely 25% - NO! One
day all of us will gather again. As the psalmist ends the prayer so this is our belief:

Let the cross be benediction for those bound in tyranny.
By the power of resurrection
lead us from captivity.
Past

Jef

Our Messiah Family Has Grown

Welcome New Members:

Through Holy Baptism
Hayden Jo Paap

Matthew & Robyn Klaila
& son, Cole

Daughter of David & Karissa Paap

Glenn & Carol Schmidt

Noah Dennis Butler

We hope to get to meet you
very soon once the pandemic
orders are lifted.

Son of Ben & Beth Butler

I have called you by name,
you are mine.
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Mountain of Food Collection
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Thank you—Mountain of Food Donors!!
Messiah people never fail to amaze us. Donations for
“Mountain of Food” outdid previous years even with having
to send in our donation. We were able to deliver a check to
the St. Stephens’s Food Pantry for $18,849.36, combining
Messiah member gifts and a match by the Gundlach Family
Fund! Jim Alsmo (right) presents the check to Dick Benzine
from the Pantry.
Jim Alsmo and Dee Schwoegler

Social Outreach Ministry
The Road Home Wish List►

Jail Ministry►

Diapers/Pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning Supplies
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Feminine hygiene products
Laundry, dish detergent
Gifts cards for gas and groceries

Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames, high &
low strengths

Clear Soda Bottles►
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to be filled with
laundry soap. Please place them in the separate plastic bin in the collection area. Please be sure they
are rinsed and dry.

Ongoing Dignity Project:►
According to UNICEF, 1 in 10 school girls in Africa miss class or drop out of school due to their
menstrual cycle. They lack supplies and facilities to dispose of pads. Our Social Outreach Ministry is
taking on a simple sewing project to provide pads and panties (girls sizes 14, 16 and small adult
sizes ) for these young girls and they need your help.
Check the kiosk or call the office (608-222-3833) for more information and sewing instructions. Even
if you don’t sew, consider donating a pack of underwear. Messiah will ship the products to Little
Dresses for Africa. Completed projects can be dropped in the bin by the collection area by August 15
for the next mailing.

Thank you to our dedicated Social Outreach Ministry Members and
Messiah Members for Supporting All These Wonderful Projects!

Children’s & Family Ministry
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Sunday School - We do not meet in the summer, but
Elizabeth will be sending out a few activities periodically to
upcoming 4 year old through 4th grade families. If you did
not receive the recent Bible Bingo activity, please contact
Elizabeth at familyministry@messiahchurch.com to update
your email address.
We do not know what Sunday School will look like this fall,
but whatever shape it takes, we will need adult teachers
and youth volunteers to make it happen. We are especially in need of two 3rd grade
teachers and could use one co-teacher in Kindergarten, the current teacher feels
comfortable teaching alone and she hardly ever misses, but it is nice to have backup
and an extra pair of hands! Please contact Elizabeth if you are interested.
Elizabeth will train new teachers and provide many, many resources. You do not need
to be a certified teacher to be successful teaching Sunday School. Start with your faith
and desire to share it, call children to action, and the rest will come: materials, special
events, classroom management skills, etc. Remember, we will be in our brand new
rooms after the remodeling project is completed.
Donations Requested - Please consider donating your gently used toys such as a
kitchen set, dolls, puzzles, pretend food for the nursery and the 3 and 4 year old
Sunday School classes. Please email Elizabeth at familyministry@messiahchurch.com to
let her know what you have to donate and she will let you know if, when and how we
can safely collect them.

Treasurer’s Report
We are five months into the calendar year and the Pledged Revenue received to date is $229,200
compared to the budget for the same period of $227,200. We are $2,000 ahead of the budget. The
General Fund expenditures through May were $223,000, compared to the budget of $237,400. We
are $14,400 under budget.
We received the bids for our construction projects and they came in under budget. We are looking
to move quickly to take advantage of the pricing and timeline. The budget for the project was
$810,000 and the winning bid by Vogel was $490,000. Two items that were not in Vogel’s bid, the
potential for asbestos removal costs related to the tile floor in the basement and the repair of the
floor to keep it level once the tile is removed. This extra cost is estimated to not exceed $20,000.
Items not included in the budget are the furniture for the seven meeting/classrooms. We have
$552,000 in the Capital Projects Fund, given the bid above and the available balance, we may not
need a loan for the construction project.
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If the social
distancing
restrictions
necessitated
by the pandemic ease so that small gatherings
can resume, please consider participating in
Bread Breakers. Messiah will follow
guidelines set forth by the Badger Bounce Back
Plan.
Bread Breakers is an opportunity for groups
of 6-8 adults to host each other for a meal and
conversation at their homes over a period of
months, with new groups formed each fall. The
host provides the main dish and beverages,
while others contribute something such as
appetizer, salad, side dish or dessert as
requested by their host. This activity is for adult
members of Messiah, singles and couples alike.
Walt and Barb Herrod will coordinate Bread
Breakers and invite you to be a part of an
opportunity to get acquainted with others at
Messiah.
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High School and plans to attend the University
of Wisconsin-LaCrosse to study sports
management.
Allison Gibbons: Graduated from Monona
Grove High School and plans to attend Indiana
University of Purdue University- Indianapolis
( IUPUI) to study analytical marketing.
Maddie Harford: Graduated from Monona
Grove High School.
Rebecca Plourd: Graduated from Monona
Grove High School and plans to attend the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee to study
theatre production.
Savannah Schultz: Graduated from LaFollette
High School and plans to attend Madison
College’s fire technician program on her path to
becoming a firefighter.

Katie Stamm: Graduated from LaFollette High
School and plans to attend Madison College as
When it becomes clear gatherings can resume, a
part of their transfer program.
sign-up sheet will appear on the kiosk, and you
can also contact Barb and Walt at 608-318-2129 Zach White: Graduated from Monona Grove
High School and joined the Army National
or by email at bwhfam@gmail.com to indicate
you want to participate. The information needed Guard. He will also take classes at Madison
from you is: name of adults participating, street College.
address, phone number(s), email, and which
Congratulations to all graduating seniors
service you usually attend. If you would like
from our community!
more specific details about how Bread Breakers
works, contact the coordinators at any time.

Youth & Family Ministry
Congratulations to graduating high school
seniors from the Messiah community. Listed
below are eight seniors and their future plans.
The Messiah community will keep you in our
prayers as you begin this next chapter in your
lives.
Carter Amundson: Graduated from Sun
Prairie High School and plans to attend the
University of Minnesota to study kinesiology.
Cole Amundson: Graduated from Sun Prairie

Racial Justice Information
Did you know that Messiah has a Racial
Justice Team that started a few years ago?
To join the Messiah Racial Justice Team
conversations, please either submit your
email address to Tracy Frank at
jtracyfrank@me.com or request to join the
Facebook group called Messiah Racial
Justice Team.
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Property Report
Even though we aren’t having services at
Messiah, the building maintenance still goes on.
This has been a great time to take care of some
special projects.
The lower level is getting readied for the
construction project. The walls have been
removed, the ceiling tile torn out and a lot of
cabinets, tables and some chairs have been
donated to the Habitat ReStore. A special thank
you to Bill Durkin, Tim Martinson, Kim Dietzmann,
Fred Anderson, Tim O’Brien, and Clyde Tunak for
their help in getting the basement ready for the
construction.
At the annual meeting the trimming of all the
trees on the property was approved. Arborist,
Matt Duffy, has been working on trimming the
trees and brush was ground into mulch. Thank
you to Matt, Bill Durkin, Tim O’Brien, Fred
Anderson and Clyde Tunak for all their work.
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Senior Adult Ministry
Milk Pail Bunch
To date, Messiah’s SAM members have raised
over $1,500 for milk for the Sandburg
Neighborhood Food Pantry. This pantry is
located just east of the Dane County Regional
Airport in a high-need neighborhood. With June
being “Dairy Month,” a Federal grant allows the
Sassy Cow Creamery to provide milk at no charge
to Second Harvest Food Bank. In turn, the
Sandburg Pantry pulls their milk from Second
Harvest Food Bank for this month only. Starting
up in July, we will again haul milk from the
creamery to the Sandburg Pantry. Over 100
families use this pantry. This equates to over 500
people overall benefiting from the pantry. If you
wish to learn more about the Milk Pail Bunch, or
to make a donation, please send email:
adultministry@messiahchurch.com

Apple Pie Making
SAM Apple Pie Making for this fall has been
cancelled due to Covid19. Hopefully we will be
back in full force in Fall 2021!

No Mallards Baseball
While it is possible that the Madison Mallards
may have an opening day around July 15, there
are still too many unknowns and way too many
risks especially for the SAM age group. As a
result, there will NOT be a Messiah Night at the
Duck Pond in 2020.

Habitat for Humanity is ON!
We were not sure it was going to happen this year with COVID-19, but the summer Habitat for
Humanity project is a go! During the week of July 27th, Messiah's Habitat team will help build a
home for a family who will be living in the small town of Wyocena, about 30 miles northeast of
Madison. To volunteer contact Pat Krebs at 608-577-3770.
We are looking for volunteers who can come for any part of the week, ranging from one morning or
afternoon to as much as the entire week, and anything in between! Youth as young as 16 can come
with a parent. This would be a great way to get volunteer credit and to explore if a career in
construction is a potential match for you.
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Streamed Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 UP Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 QP Worship Service
10:00 QP Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.

Ministry Support Coordinator
Team 12 July 4
*Tim Ryan
Chip Plummer
Patrick Ellestad

Team 1 July 25
*Clyde Tunak
Chris Gingher
Bill Gingher Jr.
Paul
Vandenbloemen

Team 13 July 11
*Bill Durkin.
Don Hehenberger * Indicates Team
Captain
Mike Digman
Team 14 July 18
*Chris Brown
Reed Foster
Deb Diewald

Thank You to
everyone who
helps keep our
grounds
beautiful!

Calling All Babysitters!
When the COVID-19 pandemic passes, we will
start to resume our former activities and that
may mean that families with young children will
be looking for a babysitter. Many families new
to the area might not have family or friends
nearby to recommend someone. If you provide
babysitting services and would like to be on a
list that we will make available to families,
please email Elizabeth Crummy, our Ministry
Support Coordinator, with the following information: Name, Age/Grade, Experience (prior
babysitting experience and/or experience with
siblings or nieces/nephews/cousins, paid or
volunteer work at a camp, etc.), Special
Certificates or training (Babysitting certification
classes, CPR, First Aid), preferred ages to care
for, and when available.

