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Make Me the Salt of the Earth!
Yesterday I read a story entitled The Domino
Factor. I’m not sure why exactly it resonated with
me. Perhaps because I like a good story. Maybe
because it’s a preach-able story. Or maybe just
because I need to work on my attitude. Who
knows?
Jerry was not a morning person. He yawned as he
grabbed a paper and poured himself a cup of coffee at the corner
convenience store. He yawned again as he made his way to the
counter where the clerk stood like a mannequin waiting to take his
money. She yawned too, as she mumbled the amount Jerry owed her.
As he fumbled through his pockets for the correct change, he yawned
again – which prompted the man in line behind him to yawn as well.
Jerry paid and left the store. He was a block away before he realized
that he’d left his newspaper on the checkout counter. He vowed to be
more on the ball tomorrow.
Well the next morning when Jerry stepped into the store, a raucous
scene was unfolding. A man was arguing bitterly with the cashier that
the coffee wasn’t hot enough. Two other customers bickered at the
pastry kiosk after one of them had picked out a roll and then put it
back. A woman let out a cry as her purse fell open, spilling its contents
down the aisle. And as she urgently tried to retrieve everything her
toddler began to scream. This was too much for Jerry. He turned
around to exit the store and accidentally bumped into a man coming
in. Hey, watch where you’re going! the man bellowed. I certainly will,
thought Jerry, because I don’t want to be around any more cranky
people today!
Continues on page 2
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As Jerry was a creature of habit, he went to the same
store the next day to get his morning paper and coffee.
But this time, he poked his head through the doorway to
gauge the mood of the customers. A new cashier stood at
the register, smiling. Good morning! she said as she
waved him in. I just put on a fresh pot. Jerry poured his
coffee and grabbed a paper. Smells great, doesn’t it? Will
that be all today? she asked. Yes and yes, Jerry replied with
a grin. Without batting an eye, the cashier said, OK then,
that will be $125. Jerry reached into his pocket and then
looked up at her quizzically. She gave him a wink. Gotcha,
she giggled. Jerry shook his head at his slow uptake. Yes,
you did! He smiled broadly.
Now there’s the smile I was looking for, the clerk said as
she handed Jerry his newspaper. Now go out there and
make it a good day. Jerry called out: You too, as he headed
out the door. He stooped at the entrance and looked
back at the clerk. She was laughing with another
customer in line. Jerry started to chuckle himself. This was
going to be a great day!
Attitudes are contagious! This is the point of the story.
And I wonder sometimes if this isn’t the essential point
for every family, every community and every church. You
see, the attitudes we carry around within us each day
affect other people. In ways in which we are not even
aware, how we speak to others or remain indifferent,
smile or frown at others, and respond to or ignore others
creates a chain reaction that can bring more darkness and
death to our world – or - more light and life. And the
thing is - we are responsible for our attitudes! This is, I
think, what Jesus meant when he said to his friends: Look
guys, you are the salt of the earth! Wherever you go you
will leave a flavor. Life can be boring and sad, solemn and
forlorn – OR – it can be filled with life and zest, adventure
and joy. You are the difference! Leave your mark, salt the
earth, and flavor the world!
As we move into the busy-ness of another school year try
to remember this each morning. As you rise from sleep
make this your prayer: Lord help me to bring the flavor of
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your kingdom to this day. Whoever I meet today may they be touched by my attitude
and changed by meeting me. Let me bring more joy to this world. Help me to laugh
easily and love freely. Help me to be generous
and kind, understanding and accepting. Use me
as your instrument O Lord. Make me the salt of
the earth!
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Bits & Pieces
Divine Yoga Returns►
September 3 - October 22, Tuesday's 5:30-6:45:;
in the Community Room. This is a free yoga
practice. However, good will donations will be
collected to benefit the Badger Childhood Cancer
Network and generously matched by the
Gundlach Family Fund. Prepare checks payable to
Messiah Church for the matching funds or pay by
cash. Bring a yoga mat. A block, strap, blanket are
helpful as well. The mobility to move from the
floor to standing positions, helpful but all levels
welcome!

Second Saturday Soda & Sangria
Returns September 14►
Stay following the Saturday service for Soda,
Sangria & Treats at 6:00 :; in the
Gathering Space. Thank you to
our hosts: Jim & Elaine McNeill
for again coordinating this
monthly event!

Column Mailing Date►
The gathering to prepare the October Column
will be Thursday, September 26 at 8:30 >=.

We Welcome These New Messiah Members
Brian & Caryn Thal,
Children: Addison & Isla

Through Holy Baptism

Keith & Julie Hanson

Asher Lee Woollen
Son of Timothy & Misty

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your New Church Home!

As of September 1st we have
had 20 Baptisms at Messiah!

A little trivia:
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Social Outreach Ministry and Racial Justice
We continue to support the following and packed all those backpacks along with
delivering them to the local schools. Thank you
Charities. Current needs are:
Road Home►

to Diane Iverson for delivering the backpacks to
The Road Home.

• Diapers/pull-ups/wipes
• Health care products
• Feminine hygiene products
• Cleaning supplies
• Dish detergent
• Toilet paper
• Hair care products
• Gift cards for gas and groceries
New requested items are in bold above

The next meeting of the Social Outreach
Committee is Monday, September 16th at 6:00
:< in the conference room. New members are
always welcome! If you have any questions,
please contact Darilee Nelson at 222-4929 or
Diane Iverson at 242-0462.

Jail Ministry►

Care Net News►
►

Softcover Bibles, Softcover Large Print Bibles,
Recovery Resources, Reading Glasses – men’s
and unisex frames, high & low strengths.

In May and June a Baby Bottle Collection was
taken to benefit Care Net. Thank you to Messiah
members who raised $1,657.00 to benefit Care
Net clients. Thank you to Darilee Nelson for
coordinating this collection to benefit women
facing unexpected pregnancy.

Kennedy School Collections►
•
•

Healthy Snacks: granola bars, goldfish
crackers, pretzels, Watch sold by date.
Health Office needs: boys & girl’s underpants
size 4T; boy’s belts; granola bars & saltine
crackers; feminine protection for young girls;
hair, ties/combs; chewable ibuprofen &
acetaminophen; dental floss.

Thank you so much to all who continue to
support these wonderful charities!!

Social Outreach Committee►
►

Racial Justice Event►
►
Messiah Racial Justice Team will host an event
with Frank Davis from MOSES presenting
between services on Sunday, September 22nd,
9:30-10:30 )< in the Social Hall in the lower
level. For more information contact Tracy Frank
at 608-220-7999 or email: jtracyfrank@me.com.

Backpack Collection►
Thank you to everyone who generously gave to
the backpack/school supply collection. We were
able to provide 176 backpacks to the following
schools/charities: Kennedy, Elvehjem, Glendale,
Schenk, Lakeview, Dais, Salvation Army and The
Road Home. A special thank you to Pam Aldrich
and Sandra Allen who coordinated the project

Sept 23
at
6:30
Gathering
Space
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Teresa Palumbo, Youth Ministry Coordinator

Text to: 608-279-7460, Email:
youth@messiahchurch.com

YOW is the religious education program for youth in
grades 5-6 (Pre-Confirmation) and grades 7-9
(Confirmation). Youth meet from 6:00-7:30 D= and
participate in weekly meals, large group gatherings,
lessons, and small group discussions. Throughout the
course of the year, the youth will also participate in
several service and fellowship opportunities. For more
information, please contact Teresa at the number
above.
Youth on Wednesday (YOW!) nights resume
on Wednesday, October 9 at 6:00 D= with a pizza
dinner for youth and their families in the Social Hall.
This is a special orientation night and all parents/
guardians are encouraged to attend along with their
youth. This will also be an opportunity to submit or fill
out registration forms. The registration forms are
available in the holders right outside the church office
and are color-coded for either Pre-confirmation (5-6)
or Confirmation (7-9). After dinner, the youth will go
to the Community Room for a large group gathering
and activities. The adults will remain in the Social Hall
to discuss the 2019-2020 program. The orientation
evening should conclude by 7:00 D=.
The first lesson night for YOW will be on Wednesday,
October 16 at 6:00 :<. Youth Mentors and Faith
Formation Guides are Needed! Do you enjoy
spending time and connecting with youth? Are you
available on Wednesday evenings? We are looking for
adults to lead small groups and engage with the youth
of our community for Messiah's Pre-Confirmation and
Confirmation programs. Be a part of our Youth on
Wednesdays (YOW!) team. We meet from 6:00-7:30 D=
on Wednesdays beginning in October. No experience
necessary. Please contact Teresa Palumbo at
youth@messiahchurch.com or 608.279.7460 to discuss
this opportunity.

3 years-4th Grade

Elizabeth Crummy, Children’s and Family Ministry
Coordinator
Cell # 608-235-6910
Email: familyministry@messiahchurch.com

♦

Saturday, September 14, 3rd Grade Bible
Blessing, 8:30-10:30 >=. Email Elizabeth to
register or sign up on the kiosk. Children
older than 3rd grade who have not received a
Bible are also welcome.

♦

Sunday September 15 - First day of Sunday
school, 9:30-10:20 >=. Children who are 3 years
as of 9/1 through 4th grade are invited to
participate. Stay tuned for exact plans, but we’re
hoping to have some very fun activities in store
for this first day. Registration forms are in the
rack by the office or you may register the day
of.

♦

Wednesday, October 23rd will be our Annual
Trunk or Treat event with YOW and SAM.
Starting planning those creative trunks!

♦

We invite families to subscribe to the email
Elizabeth sends to Sunday School families so
whether or not your children attend Sunday
School, they can still hear about other events.
Email: familyministry@messiahchurch.com

Senior Choir►
Senior Choir resumes with our first rehearsal on

Thursday, September 12. We meet at 7:30 D= in
the Community Room. We provide music at the
8:15 >= worship service two to three Sundays per
month, from September through May. We also sing
on Thanks-giving Eve, Christmas Eve, Ash
Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday. On the other
Sundays music may be provided by the Women’s
THANK YOU to the Messiah community for your
prayers and support of the 2019 mission trip. We had Choir, Men’s Choir, small groups, or soloists. If you
34 youth and adults serve in the Twin Cities in late July. are interested in joining, have musical gifts you
It was a week full of opportunities to grow as a
would like to share, or would like to hear about
community and grow in our faith. We also had a lot of other music opportunities, contact Clyde Nyhus,
fun and worked hard. We look forward to sharing our
Coordinator of Worship and Music, at (608) 516experiences with you in an upcoming worship service. 4926 or music@messiahchurch.com.
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In an effort to be more “green” we are reducing the size of the
Column to 8 pages. The worship assistant schedule can be found
on the kiosk, on the Weekly News page of the website and is
emailed to all assigned for the month.
Share” which networks with other churches worldwide.
They meet Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:30 D= at the
church on Dominion Dr., but will move to a new
location September 4th, located at 1181 N. Sherman
Ave. There is a $20.00 registration that includes a
A Fall Grief Support
workbook, a video, and a support group. This is a 13
Group that will meet
on Thursdays, October week program, but attendees can join at any time, and
3rd, 10th, and 17th, in do not have to attend the group every consecutive
the Community Room week. For more information contact
www.doorcreekchurch.org/careand
at Messiah. It is
supportwww.griefshare.org.

Coming in
October ►

recommended that you attend all three
consecutive sessions. We will gather together
again in about a month, after our October 17th
group, to process what we have learned. Please
note the new time from 6:30 to 8:30 D=. The
group will again be facilitated by Peggy Weber,
RN. There will be time for information about
healthy grieving, reflection, prayer and sharing
memories. All are welcome regardless of the
length of time since the death of their loved one.

There is no fee, but registration is required.
Please complete a registration form found on the
kiosk and return it to the office. Due to the large
size of the group last spring we must limit the
number of attendees to 15 so that everyone can
have an opportunity to share. For more
information, contact Janet Alfonso at 608-2211040 or by email at alfonso_janet@yahoo.com.

Agrace has a Grief Support Center located at 2906
Marketplace Dr., Fitchburg. There is no fee for family
members of people who were served by a hospice in
the past 12 months. For those not in the hospice
program there is a $15 fee per session for a 1.5 hour
session that meets every other week and is ongoing;
and a 2 hour session that meets weekly for six weeks
for $75. For more information call (608) 327-7110.
Mark Sunday, September 29 from 9:00 -12:15 :< on

Scout Breakfast at Messiah
your calendar to enjoy all you can eat pancakes,
sausage, fruit, juice, milk and coffee (vegan and Gluten
-free options available) to support the Carter Gehl New
Scout Assistance Fund. Cost is $7 per person, kids 8
and under $3. There will also be two mystery door
prize drawings.

Messiah Church is proud to charter three BSA Scouting
units. Our units are open to all youth that want to
become Scouts and adults that are willing to step-up
as leaders, but for some the initial costs may pose a
financial barrier. The purpose of the Carter Gehl Fund
Survivors of Suicide is an adult self-help group for
is to enable new Scouts, experiencing financial
those grieving the death of a loved one by suicide. The challenge to join Scouting at Messiah by helping to
group meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month
pay the initial costs.
from 7-9 D=. The group is on the West side of Madison
in the Journey Mental Health Center at 25 Kessel Court.
Call (608) 280-2435 for more information.
Door Creek Church offers a group known as “Grief

If you cannot attend our group because of
schedule conflicts, there are other grief support
groups in the Madison area:
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Senior Adult Ministry

An Evangelism Moment

Greetings, I hope your summer has been full of
blessings. The major themes of my recent
Our first potluck of the 2019-2020 season is
articles have been, “Passive Evangelism”. In
Wednesday, September 25 in Social Hall. The
keeping with the theme, I would like to share a
traditions continue with a noon start, bring a dish
bit on a devotional I just completed. It is called
to share and tableware. We’ll
continue the Empty Table to
“The 5 P’s of Evangelism”. The author, Pastor
collect non-perishable food
Bayless Conley, started the devotional with the
items before we enjoy the
First P, Prayer. Upon reflection I found that a
potluck. Our first speaker will be logical place to start as Jesus always
Kris Tazelaar, Communications
encourages us to first pray, and bring our
Manager, for the Second
thanks, and supplica-tions to God. One area of
Harvest Food Bank. We are also
hoping to have the new CEO of the devotional particularly struck me, as we
have discussed this so many times in our Bible
SHFB join him so she can say
Study Group.
hello.

Potluck Luncheons Are Starting Soon►
►

The Development Director of The Road Home will
be our featured speaker on October 30th. November 20 will be magical, literally as we will have a
gospel magician as our entertainer. Note the
special date for our November meeting! December
is a work in progress as we are trying to get part of
Monona Groves show choir to present a Christmas
concert on December 18, again a week earlier than
normal. The new year will bring a strong lineup of
speakers and entertainers.

All Aboard for Fall Color►
►
Watch your email and the kiosk in the gathering
area as the Fall Color Tour is about to go on sale.
We will ride the rails at the Mid-Continent Railway
Museum on Friday, October 11th. As we pull into
the station, we will be greeted by the town butcher
who will be grilling our lunch for the hungry
travelers. Sit back and enjoy lunch as you listen to
the music of the Dueling Accordion Sisters. We will
make one more stop for dessert before we head
back to Messiah.

Ladies Lunch Bunch►
►
The next Ladies Lunch Bunch date is Wednesday,
September 11 at 11:30 )< at the Imperial Garden
located at 2039 Allen Blvd., Middleton. Sign up by
Sunday, September 8th on the kiosk. Attendance is
limited to 28.

Pastor Conley states in Day 2 of the devotional,
“I want to follow up our last devotional by
turning your attention to something I believe is
very profound. Its Romans 10:1, where Paul
states, Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer
to God for Israel is that they may be saved.
I think its important to pray that people be
saved. In fact, I want you to notice how Paul
turned his prayers into desire. Think if we were
to ask as any believer, “Do you desire your
family be saved?” They would say yes. Or, “Do
you desire your coworker to be saved?” they
would say yes.
As I said, this thought really struck me because
of our Bible Study conversations on the
difficulty of bringing family members to God
and Jesus. With further reflection I thought,
maybe it’s not what we say to them, but what
we do for them that will help their relationship
with God and Jesus.
So, keeping with the theme of Passive
Evangelism, your constant prayer, asking God
to enter our family member or friend’s life,
could possibly be the way we help save those
we love.
Blessings,

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 D= Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 >= Worship Service
9:30 >= Sunday School
(Sept. - April)
10:30 45 Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 >= for ages
infant to 6 years old

Women’s Book Study, Carry on Warrior►
► We are seven months into the year and
Messiah member, Paula Kedzie, is inviting Messiah women to Pledge Revenue received is $322,800 comparattend a book study beginning Sunday, September 29th at
ed to the budget for the same time period of
9:30 )< in the Social Hall. This would be an ongoing
$279,600 or $43,200 over. General Fund
book study. In “Carry On Warrior: The Power of Embracing
expenditures were $296,500 compare to the
Your Messy, Beautiful Life” Glennon talks openly about her
budget of $298,600 or $2,100 under budget.
problems with her mental health, alcoholism, her struggles
with parenting, etc. She was encouraged to share her story
with her whole church. Sharing her story helped others
share their stories too. The cost of the book is $10, checks
payable to Messiah Church. Sign up on the kiosk to be a
part of this great study.

One Year to Live Men’s Retreat Sept 13-15►
►
MacKenzie Center, Poynette. Messiah Member, Scott De
Broux attended this retreat a couple years ago and it was
an awesome spiritual experience to become a part of this
brotherhood. Scott will be a staff member for this retreat
and hopes some Messiah men will join him on this journey
of self-discovery! Contact Scott at stdebroux@charter.net
or phone: (608) 535-0133. Information is on the kiosk.

The Gundlach Family Fund assisted nine
families with rental assistance.
We have signed a contract with Angus Young
to develop a Master Facility Plan and it should
be available to the council for their December
meeting and then shared at the congregation
for the Annual Meeting in January.

