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Waiting for God
Only this morning Melissa mentioned that
she had watched old tapes from our video
recorder. She was transferring them to disk
and became sidetracked by the birth tapes
from Ben. She said: Wow Jeff…you really
cried a lot! I did cry. I wept too at the birth of
Joe and when we adopted Rachel. In each
case the anticipation and the waiting burst
forth in tears of joy and gratitude. For my
May 2019 Column, would you mind if I took you back 16 years to an
article I wrote only a week before Joey’s birth? May your springtime and
your Pentecost be filled with blessings of the Holy Spirit!
(The Column, May 2003) The great American writer Henry David Thoreau
once wrote this about waiting:

It is the slowest activity which is often the most vital. The saint is the one
who knows how to wait as well as to make haste. All good abides the one
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Waiting has been on my mind quite a bit lately. This morning on my way
to the church I looked at the world around me – gray and rainy, so cold
and dreary – and I realized how I longed for the warmth of springtime.
For now I’ll have to wait. Still, recently I’ve come to discern that there is a
good waiting that is a kind of activity, and a disciple of Jesus, a saint is one
who understands how to wait wisely, how to be involved in good
waiting.
By the time you read this Column Melissa and I will most likely have our
Continues on page 2
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second child. In the past nine months I’ve come to a new
appreciation of my wife and all women who carry children.
You see, pregnancy is an exercise in active waiting. There is
nothing passive about carrying a child. I’ve watched Melissa
closely as she’s moved through this pregnancy and
witnessed firsthand the preparation that goes into being a
mother. As in the case of her first pregnancy, there are the
vitamins to take, a diet to monitor, doctors’ appointments
and ultrasounds, the nursery to prepare, diapers, bottles
and formula to buy. There are the sleepless nights as she
wonders if all the details have been covered, the name to
pick out, and prenatal books to read, the scheduling of a
Cesarean, the insurance/hospital preregistration, and the
details of coming home with our infant. Of course there are
the thank you notes and phones calls, the endless
conversations about what this birth will bring and the
moments of sitting with this child in her womb – feeling for
signs of life, the kicking and movement. This is active
waiting!
I sometimes think that this is the kind of waiting demanded
of us as Christians. So often in my preaching and
storytelling I refer to the God who is around us and within
us – constantly surprising us with a presence and power.
Still, we must be waiting. As Christians we must learn to
wait wisely!
This is not a passive sort of waiting but an active endeavor
– like a woman carrying a child – we must be preparing for
an event so extraordinary that it will be life changing for us.
This is the kind of waiting that is demanded of a believer.
To wait for God, like waiting for a baby, demands
preparation. We must take time from our schedules to slow
down and prepare a place for God in our lives. We must be
in conversation with other Christians, gathering with other
believers on Sunday and throughout the week, reading
literature that will help us on our journey, praying,
reflecting and studying. Waiting for God involves sharing
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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But as for me, I will look
to the L
, I will
wait for the God
of my salvation;
my God will hear me.
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our faith with family around the dinner table and
with friends over a cup of coffee. Waiting for God
means living as if the birth of God within our day
might happen at any moment. This is what it
means to wait wisely and what Thoreau calls “the
most vital” activity.

Micah 7.7

Past
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Sharing in Fellowship
Second Saturday Soda
& Sangria
May 11►
►
Please stay following the
Saturday service for Soda,
Sangria & Treats at 6:00 ,-.

more information contact Rich Valenta at 847226-6106.

Messiah’s Weekly Day of Prayer ►

Each Thursday from 8-2:00 KD Messiah’s prayer
room is open for prayer, reflection or just time to
be quiet. Sign up on the kiosk for a half hour
spot. Even though Thursday is our “weekly day
Blood
of prayer”, the Prayer Room is available for use
Pressure Checks►
►
They happen May 11 & 12. The Monday-Friday from 8-3:00 KD. There are a
Saturday checks will take place number of books that can be signed out or
prior to the 5:00 KD service. On available for use while you are in the prayer
Sunday the blood pressures will room. A good mantra for prayer is God bless the
whole world and let there be peace. Amen.
be taken between services.

“Life Lessons From John” Book Study–
Tuesdays at 3:30 <>►
►
The study continues in the Conference Room.
Even if you weren’t involved in the first sessions,
join the group on the 24th. The study book, “Life
Lessons from John” is available on Amazon. For

Meets May 20 - 6:30 PM
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Collections & Information for Social Outreach Ministry
We continue to support the following
Charities. Current needs are:
Road Home► Diapers/pull-ups, health care
products, feminine hygiene products,
cleaning supplies, paper towels, hair-care
products for African-American hair and gifts
May is our month to support the St. Stephen’s cards for gas and groceries.
Food Pantry in Monona. Jim Alsmo and Dee
Jail Ministry► Softcover Bibles, Softcover
Scwoegler co-chair this food donation. The
Large Print Bibles, Recovery Resources,
need is great, and Messiah has been very
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames,
generous in supporting this local food effort.
high & low strengths.
All contributions will be matched by the
Gundlach Family Fund. Special envelopes
Kennedy School► Healthy Snacks: granola
will be in the pew card racks, beginning May
bars, goldfish crackers, pretzels, etc.
4th. Please make checks payable to Messiah. If
Health Office needs: boys & girl’s
you contribute by cash, please include your
underpants size 4T; boy’s belts; granola bars
name on the envelope. Thank you in advance
& saltine crackers; feminine protection for
for your support!
young girls; hair, ties/combs; chewable
ibuprofen & acetaminophen; dental floss.
Thank you so much to all who continue to
support these wonderful charities!!
CareNet Collection ► Runs Mother’s Day,
May 12 through Father’s Day, June 16
Please collect your change, bills and checks in
the baby bottles you’ll find in the Gathering
Space. Return the bottles to the church office
by Father’s Day. The collection benefits the
local Madison Pregnancy Center. Please make
sure all bottles picked up are returned. Checks
should be made payable to CareNet.
For more information contact Darilee Nelson at
608-222-4929.

Just Bakery
Products Sunday, May 19
Starting at 8:00 *> in the
Gathering Space until sold out
This is an initiative of Madison-area Urban
Ministry (MUM), an interfaith social justice
organization with a long history of helping
ex-prisoners re-enter society.
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Treasurer’s Report
We are 15 weeks into the budget year and
Pledged Revenue received to date is $172,700
compared to a budget of $147,800, so we are
$24,900 ahead. General Fund expenses for the
year through March were $112,600 compared to
the budget of $128,000, so we are $15,400 under
budget.
The Gundlach Family Fund assisted three families
with rent, $1,050, and matched the collections
made by the Divine Yoga group, $435, for a
donation to the Demeter Foundation.
The Lenten Soup Supper and the collections at
the Lenten services for the Carter Gehl Fund

totaled $2,705.

Preschool Summer Camps
Preschool summer camps are back for ages 3-6.
Register for one week, or all 3. Each week is $120. The
camps include:
June 24-27: Watch it Grow
July 15-18: Wacky and
Wonderful Art & Science
July 22-25: Kids in the Kitchen
Camps will be held Monday-Thursday from 9:00 ED to
12:00 KD at Messiah Preschool and include daily:
nutritious snack, art projects and other fun activities
based on the camp theme. Camp teachers include
Tracy Tiedeman and Bobbie Rogers, Director.
Visit messiahchurch.com/preschool for registration
forms or email: preschool@messiahchurch.com for
more information.

Evangelism Committee Update From Rich Valenta
Greetings, last month I mentioned that Evangelizing does not necessarily have to be door to door
preaching of the word of God and Jesus, our Lord and Savior. To be sure, here at Messiah, our
congregation practices evangelism week in and week out throughout the year. If we look at the
generous works of the members of Messiah, you would be amazed at how our congregation
emulates the works of Jesus. So, let’s take a closer look at just some of our fine works of evangelism:
As you can see evangelism goes way beyond just preaching. While sharing the word of Jesus is
Backpacks and clothing
for local Schools
Mission Trips
Baptism Blankets/Prayer
Shawls
Feeding the Homeless
Jail Ministry

CareNet
Food Drives and Food Pantry
support
The Road Home
Christmas Collections
The Triangle Ministry

Just Bakery Sales
Lenten Soup Suppers
Harvest Meal
Thanksgiving Collection
Habitat for Humanity
The Salvation Army

certainly important, as stated in Acts 20:35 “In everything I showed you that by working hard in this
manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It
is more blessed to give than to receive”. Further, as stated in Hebrews 13:16 “And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”
We are a fine congregation of Evangelizers!

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the church office to arrange for a substitute. Please email
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com if your phone number or email changes. Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first
with any changes.
Greeter

Reader

Communion

Ushers

Karen Polinske

Lee Schneider

Lee & Tricia Schneider
Val Roman
Gene Qualmann

Wally & Michele Jabs
Joe & Sherri Neill

Leo & Lorna Sebald

Steve Tiedt

Steve & Sandy Tiedt
Karen Wenger
Tara Von Dollen

Team 8: Mike & Kristie Palovcsik, Kim Dietzman,
John & Carol Otterson

Deb Thies

Phil Neppl

Tom & Barb Martin
Deb Thies
Debbie Diewald

Team E: Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie & Ed
Maas, Diane Sersland

Joan Roscoe

Paula Stadtmueller

Phil & Char Lawler
Kate Mennenga
Leanne Widen

Sue Meng
Robb & Melissa Remiker
Kelli Weisinger

Amy Whitcomb
Gerald Whitcomb

Glenn Schmitz

Glenn Schmitz
Judy Misfeldt
Gary & Kathy Lukens

Team 1: Lorraine & Harold Amundson, Sharon &
Lloyd Hinzman, Linda Olson, Karen Wenger

Trisha Tully

10:30am

Jim Olson &
Janet Woider

Jim Olson
Janet Woider
Mary Marshall
Karen Dilley

Team A: Dale & Catherine Puisto, Glori Laundrie,
Kathie & Phil Kingston

May 18

Diane Nelson

Kurt Hendrickson

Marcia Hendrickson
Diane Nelson
Peggy Finnegan
Melissa Remiker

Steve Nelson
Robb Remiker

May 4
5:00pm

May 5
8:15am

May 5
10:30am

May 11
5:00pm
Confirmation

May 12
8:15am

May 12

5:00pm

2 Volunteers Needed

Andy & Carol
Stolarzyk

Mike Cornelius

8:15am

Andy & Carol Stolarzyk
Gina Gray
Mary Wanless

Team 2: Tom Green, Carl Burhop, Paul Hoel,
Lamont Liefke, Larry Jones

May 19

Joe Schraven

Carla Fears

Joe Schraven
Carla Fears
Gloria Laundrie

Team B: Walt Herrod, Lee Nelson, Matt Tully,
Paul Vanderbloemen

May 19

10:30am
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Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter

May 25
5:00pm

May 26

Steve & Denise
Cheramy

Reader
Kelli Weisinger

Ushers

Communion
Kelli Weisinger
Val Roman
Elaine McNeil
Kathy Bultman

Jim McNeil
Val Roman
2 Volunteers Needed

Steve & Sandy Tiedt

Peggy Finnegan

Peggy Finnegan
Janet Alfonso
Diane Iverson
Naoma Michaelis

Team 3: Tim Ryan, Chip Plummer,
Keith Schlesinger, Lynn & Jerry Brandt

Paul, Jo & Jeremy
Vanderbloemen

Gloria Laundrie

Donna Jensen
Jim Pofahl
Lee Nelson
Julie Neppl

Team C: Jim Olson & Janet Woider, Dwight
Paulson, Doris & Richard Shropshire, Steven
Andria

8:15am

May 26
10:30am

MEX 2019 | page 7

We Welcome These New Messiah Members
Gary & Sandy Damaske
Lisa Tomberlin
Linda White
Steven & Shannon Alf
Children: Sophia & Spencer Alf
Patricia Ertel

Through Holy Baptism

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your New Church Home

Haylee Agnes Mathews
Daughter of Kevin & Amanda

Virginia Mae Teschendorf
Daughter of Scott & Christina
Evan Paul Johnson
Son of Eric & Elizabeth
Elliott Maurice Longley
Son of Jay & Rachel Longley

Jesus Little Lambs

To My Messiah Friends From Penny Tjugum:
A special thank you for your personal wishes on my 90th birthday
celebrated on Palm Sunday. When Pastor Jeff and Messiah became our
new church home there was such a warm and friendly welcome by all of
you! We knew then that we had found a special place to worship! Again
thank you for all your kindness on that memorable day!

Penny
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Children’s and Family ministry
Easter Baskets and Bags►
The children made 60 Easter baskets for St.
Stephen's Food Pantry and 20 bags for those
who receive Communion vsits at home with the
help of Teresa Palumbo and Social Outreach
Ministry. Teresa Palumbo led the group through
a special Countdown to Easter activity. Thank
you to everyone who donated supplies for the
baskets and bags.

Looking ahead►
First Communion will be held at the May 4,
5:00 )* and May 5, 10:30 -* services. We have
22 young people in the class, and two or three
who will receive their First Communion
separately.
Bible Blessing - Save the date for 3rd graders
and 4th graders who have not yet received a
Bible, Saturday, September 14 8:30-10:30 -*.
Sunday School will resume Sunday, September 15 for children who are 3 years old by
September 1st through 4th grade. For more
information contact Elizabeth Crummy,
familyministry@messiah.com.

Sunday School Teachers Needed– For 20192020 Sunday School Teachers we are getting
closer to a full roster, but we still need two
positions filled. "Children's and Family Ministry is
looking for a co-teacher for the Kindergarten
classroom and also the 3rd grade classroom. We
have one teacher for each room but having two
teachers means kids get more individual
attention and you can cover for one another if
one of you needs to be absent. Please contact
Elizabeth Crummy if you are interested in
learning more about teaching or assisting.

Youth and Family ministry
Saturday, May 11, Confirmation►
Messiah's 9th grade confirmation
students will be confirmed on
Saturday, May 11 at the 5:00 KD
worship service. Join us as we mark
this important milestone and lift
up these youth in our community.

2019 Habitat for Humanity Opportunity
Mark your calendars for the week of July 1519th (Roughly 7:30 to 5:00 )*) to help with
our Habitat for Humanity project in the
Baraboo area. You can work one day, two
days, or all five. No skill required, we will find
a task for everyone, female or male. If you
have any interest in attending this year's trip
or just want to find out what it is all about,
please contact Jim Stolzenburg at 608-2242664 or see the signup sheet on the kiosk.
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Domestic Abuse Intervention Services (DAIS)
Domestic Abuse Intervention Services believes that a
world free from violence is possible. We work to make
Dane County, WI, a safer, more just, more equitable
place for people who have experienced domestic
violence, their children, and the people who love them.
Our mission is to empower those affected by domestic
violence and advocate for social change through
support, education and outreach. Our vision is a
nonviolent community that actively promotes safety,
peace, justice and hope.
To make this happen, DAIS offers a wide array of crisis
intervention and community education/prevention
programs, including a 24-hour Help Line, programming for children from violent homes, legal advocacy,
support groups, emergency safety planning, and the
only domestic violence shelter for all of Dane County.

Madison Community Services, City of Madison CDBG,
Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, and
VOCA.
Community Education
DAIS works throughout the Dane County community
to raise awareness about domestic violence and
promote healthy relationships. They offer workshops,
presentations and trainings tailored for specific groups,
including: Community groups and civic organizations,
K-12 schools and universities, Churches and faithbased groups, companies and human resources
professionals, law enforcement and legal personnel
and health care providers.
More information is available on their website:
www.abuseintervention.org.

DAIS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. We receive
funding from a variety of sources, including private
contributions, United Way of Dane County, Dane
County Department of Human Services, City of

Grief Support Group Coming in May
A grief support group will be offered May 2, 9, and 16 from 6 to 7:30 KD in the Community Room.
This group will help us deal with the loss of loved ones, be it recent or many years ago. The group is
not limited to just Messiah members. The group hosted last Fall was very well received.
Peggy Weber, RN. BSN, MSN, will be the facilitator for our group. Peggy will share new insights into
how to deal with our losses. She has been facilitating support groups for many years and is
knowledgeable in handling all grief issues.
Please complete the sign-up form located on the kiosk,
enclose it in the envelope provided and return it to the
office or call the office (608-222-3833) to register. We
would like to know how many will attend so that we have an
adequate amount of handouts and refreshments.
If you have any questions, please contact Messiah Health
Team Representative, Janet Alfonso at 608-221-1040 or
alfonso_janet@yahoo.com.
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Messiah Blood Drive Results
We had a goal of 35 donors and exceeded that
with 46 donors. The Red Cross said we had the
potential to save 138 lives with our blood
drive. And this was from a blood drive that
almost didn’t happen. Several months before
our drive we were told we needed 25
signatures from Messiah that would indicate
we had enough interest for the Red Cross to
come to Messiah for a blood drive. We did not
have the 25 needed signatures so Gunderson
Funeral Home sent over signatures that
enabled us to exceed the number needed. The
day of the drive Gunderson also sent many
employees helping us surpass our donor goal.
Everyone at Messiah pitched in to make our
drive a success. All those who donated blood,
volunteered time, and also provided
refreshments for the donors went above and
beyond our expectations. Lynn Brandt
coordinated the volunteers, Denise Cheramy
co-chaired the drive. We even had Steve
Cheramy make signs for the event.

Plum Crazy – Ambrose Hornung
Plum Crazy – Dawn Olson
We had not had a blood drive at Messiah for
thirteen years. We will not be waiting that
long to schedule another drive.
Thank you to all who helped with our April 4th
blood drive. We are so blessed at Messiah to
have such caring and giving members. This
would have not been possible had it not been
for you!

Care At Home►
►
The Evangelism Committee is trying to
determine how many members are providing
care for a family member or friend at home. If
you are one of these special people providing
care, please share this information with the
office, either call 222-3833 or email:
ourchurch@Messiahchurch.com.

Nailhouse Rock, Culver’s, DuWaynes’s Salon,
and Plum Crazy donated gift certificates.
Apparently giving out door prizes at a blood
drive was not expected, but well appreciated
by the winners who were:
Barnes & Noble Gift Card - Sharon Klaas
DuWayne’s Hair Salon – Sandy Damaske
Kohl’s Certificate – Jack Albrectson
Nail House Rock Certificate – Mike Diewald

Worship service time changes
to 10:00 *> on May 26
During the summer
months, our 10:30 am
worship service time
moves to 10:00 am. We
will return to 10:30 6- on
Sunday, September 1st.
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Ladies Lunch Bunch►
►

helpful. The distance is about 1.5 miles. There is a
non-flush comfort station at the parking lot. If
we’ve had some sustained rainfall the ground
could be a little mucky, so you might want to
throw in an extra pair of shoes for afterwards.
Those who walked with us last fall might enjoy
seeing how the park is different in the spring.
McCarthy Park is located at 4841 Co Hwy TT,
Cottage Grove, WI 53527 about ¼ mi. east of
County Rt. N on the left side of Co. TT

The next luncheon is at the Rex’s Innkeeper in
Waunakee on Wednesday, May 8, at 11:30 6-.
Attendance is limited to 30. If you sign up and
then have a conflict, please contact Janet
Alfonso at 608-221-1040 so someone else from Sign up with Walt and Barb Herrod by email at
bwhfam@gmail.com or call us at 608-318-2129.
the waiting list can enjoy the luncheon.

SAM Walk/Hike Season Is Here►
►
The May flowers are out and that means Barb and
Walt Herrod are ready to lead some walks and
hikes. You’ll see how Barb gets those unique pics.
In addition, Walt takes a normal walk and
enhances it with his interesting observations.
Join us May 1 (rain date May 2). Meet at
Messiah at 1:00 <> to travel to Tenney Park to
Yahara Park Place, Madison
Starting in scenic Tenney Park on Lake Mendota,
we will walk along the paved Yahara River Bike
Path and on neighborhood sidewalks to Yahara
Park Place on Lake Monona, and then return
along the same route. The distance is a little over
two miles round trip and should take 90 minutes
to a couple of hours. There are restrooms at
Tenney Park but not
further along our
route. Comfortable
sneakers or walking
shoes suggested.

May 22 (rain date May 23rd) Meet at church
10:00 *> - McCarthy Park
This is a scenic walk in woods and along fields
with open views and gentle hilled areas. There
are no paved areas, so it is important that
participants have good footwear and are surefooted. A hiking pole or walking stick can be

Bring Your Weather Questions►
►
Our potluck season will come to a close on May
29th at noon when Gary Cannalte, Chief
Meteorologist for WISC-TV3 and WMSN Fox 47
joins us to share with us what it
takes to put a forecast together.
In addition, he will talk about how
the technology of weather
forecasting has changed over the
years. He will have time to take
questions. Bring a dish to pass,
something for the Empty Table
Collection and your tableware.

Milwaukee Trip Deadline Approaching►
►
Sunday, May 19, is the absolute reservation
deadline for the June 10 trip to Milwaukee. Our
first stop is the Lakefront Brewery where we will
see the bottling line where Laverne and Shirley
worked. The tasting room is also included on the
tour with soda available as well. Afterwards, your
ship will have come in…..literally! The Edelweiss II
will dock at the brewery during the tour and will
be ready for boarding as the tour ends. You will
enjoy a two-hour narrated lunch cruise on the
Milwaukee River and into Lake Michigan for some
majestic views of the Milwaukee skyline. Our
final stop will be the Purple Door ice cream store
for a unique scoop of ice cream. Reservation
forms are on the kiosk in the gathering area at
church or by email
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 KD Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 ED Worship Service
9:30 ED Sunday School
10:30 ED Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 ED for ages
infant to 6 years old

Team 4 – May 4
*Tim Martinson ………….………………….576-1887
Bob Drake ……………….………………….221-2024
Lloyd Mennenga ………..………………….241-5678
Team 5 – May 11
Jeff Trentadue …..…..………….839-4128,212-8684
Clyde & Holly Tunak……….……………….206-3479
Pat Krebs…………………………………... 221-3769
Team 6 – May 18
*Clyde Nyhus …………….……..516-4926 241-5855
Charlie Eastman …………………………...441-9409
Deb Diewald…………….……………..608-444-0320
Team 7 – May 25
*Paul Hoel …………….……………………..221-8997
Kay Hoel………………….……...………….221-8997
Don Chisman………………………………. 221-3497
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Our goal at Messiah is to have at least
one person here in prayer during the vigil
from 6:00 ED - 10:00 KD. Even if you
didn’t sign up, please come and pray for
whatever is on your heart and for our
world.

