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Column
Leave an Inheritance with Many Generations
by What You Do!
We have been in our “not so new anymore”
worship space for nearly nine years now. It’s
hard to believe, isn’t it? So many years ago
on the day we dedicated this space, I
presented a plaque to Tim Martinson, the
Chair of our Building Committee. There is a
duplicate that hangs in our Gathering Space.
It reads:
A good man leaves an inheritance for
children’s children. (Proverbs 13:22) In grateful
appreciation for the dedicated leadership of
Timothy J. Martinson without whom this building project would not have
been possible. Messiah Lutheran Church honors Tim’s commitment and lifts
up his wife Linda, their family, and all those they love. Tim has left us an
inheritance to be shared with many generations to come.
From that day until now Tim Martinson has served this community as
Building Manager. On December 31st Tim will retire and hand over his
duties to Clyde Tunak with whom he has shared the role for the past two
years. While Tim is fond of saying: Everyone can be replaced, I often
challenge him: No Tim. No one can be replaced. Their work can only be
done by a different person in a different way. You see, I am going to miss
Tim being around each week – like each one of us, Tim is irreplaceable!
I think Jesus, so often in his ministry, was trying to make this distinction.
Every time he spoke about the hairs on our head being numbered, or
when he spoke about the lilies of the field and told his followers they
were worth more than a million sparrows; every time he held children in
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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his arms and blessed them, or ate with his disciples and
laughed with them; every time he forgave a sinner or
healed the sick or touched a leper; every time he told
stories about Samaritans that were Good, and Prodigals
that came home, and sheep that were searched for and
found - Jesus was saying that every human being is
irreplaceable! This is the core of our ministry as well. We
are called to remind every person we meet that they are a
child of God, and as sparks of the Divine, they are unique
and valued, loved and cherished. We are all of us, children
of God.
Seventeen years ago this month Melissa and I came to
Messiah. Ben was only 4 months old. We found a small
home just a mile north of the church. Given the timeline of
our move and the amount of painting our house needed,
the Property Committee offered to help us get settled. One
morning I was standing on a ladder in our family room
using a trim brush against some wood molding. There were
five or six Messiah members painting the kitchen and the
living room. I was tired of painting and not paying
attention to detail when Tim Martinson standing on
another ladder stopped his work and looked at my effort. I
had only met Tim that morning. I looked at him looking at
me and asked: What are you look looking at? Tim
responded, Aw nothin’ just thinking. So of course I asked:
What are you thinking? Tim grinned and shot back: I was
thinking I sure hope you’re a better preacher than you are a
painter! The other Messiah members gasped and then roared
with laughter. That was the moment that I knew Tim would
be my friend and that Messiah Church would become our
home.
I am so thankful to Tim for what he has given to this church
community through the years, and more than this, I am
forever grateful for the friendship that he and Linda have
given to our family.
On Sunday December 2nd, the first Sunday of Advent,
between the worship services around 9:15 please join
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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me in the Gathering Space as we say thank you to Tim Martinson. I kiddingly mentioned
that he’s moving from a part time paid Building Manager to a fulltime unpaid consultant!
Seriously, we are not saying goodbye in retirement – we are offering our thanks for all the
service that he has given to our community. It is time to let someone else do the day to
day work. It will be done by a different person in a different way but this much we know for
sure – Tim is irreplaceable!
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Business Manager’s Report
We are 42 weeks into the calendar year and
Pledge Revenue received to date is $419,900
compared to a budget for the same time
frame of $364,100, so we are $55,800 ahead.
Thank you for your generous giving to the
mission of Messiah Church.
The budget process for
2019 is well under way and
pledge forms will be
collected on Commitment
Sunday before the Harvest Meal on
November 11th. The council uses these
pledge forms to create the budget and
continue the mission of the Messiah Church.
If you have any budget concerns please
contact one of the council members or me
at timc@messiahchurch.com.

Long Range Planning
The Committee met on October 18th. Time
was spent discussing adult education, and a
timeline for listening sessions to be held early
in 2019. The process will be explained in the
January Column.
Following the January article three listening
sessions will be scheduled, between services
for two Sundays and one following a
Saturday evening service.
A member survey will be distributed at the
listening sessions and available as a link on
the Messiah website or paper copy.
Once the survey results are compiled they will
be shared at the June 2019 congregational
meeting.
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November 17th
Women’s Breakfast
With Author, Speaker
and Story Coach,
Elizabeth Murphy
“Depending on an Overwhelming God

When Life is Overwhelming”
When life gets tough, and scripture tells us that
it will, it is easy to become overwhelmed. In
John 4, Jesus goes out of his way to meet a
woman who has relationship troubles, financial
troubles and even career troubles – she’s just
like many of us! In this very familiar story you
will find new insights, personal challenges,
Biblical encouragement and practical tools for
how to depend on God when life is
overwhelming.
Breakfast will be served at 8:30 A@ with the
program to begin at 9:00 A@. There will be raffle
baskets for purchase as well as Elizabeth’s book.
Cost is $15 with checks made out to Messiah
Lutheran Church. We will also be collecting
items for the Demeter Foundation Welcome
Baskets for women returning to Dane Country
from the criminal justice system. Items needed
are: Shampoo/conditioner (travel size) -Soap Toothbrush (one per package - Toothpaste (travel
size) -Deodorant Comb/brush/pick (individually
packaged) - Kleenex (purse size packet) -Hand &
body lotion (travel size) - Hand Towel & Washcloth Feminine Hygiene products (smaller packages of
panty liners) - Cotton balls/Q-tips (small packages) Lip balm - SOCKS!

Connect with other women who are challenged
by an overwhelming life for conversation,
learning and laughter! For more information,
contact Holly Tunak at 608-222-3833 or email:
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.

Bring a friend!

November 4th!
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Generations of Generosity
Within a few days all members should be receiving a letter
from Pastor Jeff and a commitment form for 2019. We ask
that you give this commitment some thoughtful prayer and
return the completed form on the weekend of November
10th and 11th. The parish council uses these commitments to
prepare the budget for 2019 and continue the mission of
Messiah Church.

•

This year’s commitment form contains two lines to pledge:
• General Fund-for the day to day operations of the
church. Examples are salaries, mission support, utilities,
Christian education, fellowship and evangelism.
Capital Projects Fund-for large long-term capital purchases. Examples are, new
windows, improved sound system, audio visual system, sealing the driveway and a lawn
tractor.

To put some perspective on how Messiah expends its gifts, in 2018 General Fund
expenditures were budgeted for $483,375, Capital Projects expenditures in 2018 were
$25,300. The form also contains a section for how you would like to make your
contributions; weekly, monthly or electronically (Simply Giving). Please choose one.
Simply Giving is a method to have your contributions electronically drawn from your savings
or checking account. Please consider joining the 124 other Messiah families that participate
in this convenient program. For those already enrolled in Simply Giving a new form is only
needed if you are changing the amount or bank information.
A Time and Talent form is enclosed as well. If you feel called to volunteer in some capacity,
please complete the form. For couples, please identify who is volunteering in what
capacity. If nothing has changed from last year’s form, please check the box at the top of
the form and complete your name, address etc.
If you do not receive a stewardship mailing by November 7th please contact the office
at 608-222-3833 or at ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.
Thank you in advance for your generosity!

The Stewardship Committee
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the office as soon as possible. If you find your own sub let the
church office know of the change so the bulletin will reflect the correct name. Please email ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Greeter
November 3

Reader
Kate Mennenga

Kate Mennenga
Kathy Bultman
Sue Meng
Elaine McNeil

Jim McNeil
Linda Meyer

Ellie Paulson

Mike Palovcsik

Mike & Kristie Palovcsik
Janet Alfonso
Mary Wanless

Team 6: Andy & Carol Stolarzyk

Keith & Nancy
Schlesinger

Alexandra Nieves

Patty Huseth
Deb Thies
Carla Fears
Glori Laundrie

Team D: Jim Olson & Janet Woider, Dwight
Paulson, Doris & Richard Shropshire

8:15 am

November 4
10:30 am

Greeter
November 10 Phil & Char
5:00 pm

November 17 Steve & Denise
5:00 pm

8:15 am

Tara Von Dollen

Tara Von Dollen
Andy & Carol Stolarzyk
Karen Wenger

Team 7: Charlie & Bonnie Eastman, Bill
Gingher, Harley Schmidt, Virgil Simley,
Don Tjugum

Michelle Olson

Tom & Barb Martin
Donna Jensen
Mary Marshall

Team E: Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie &
Ed Maas, Diane Sersland

Reader

Bell

Communion

Ushers

Cara Musick

Marcia Hendrickson
Mary Jane Hill
Melissa Remiker

Linda Meyer
Robb Remiker
Phil Lawler

Corey Randl

Sharon Ryan
Gary & Kathy Lukens
Diane Iverson

Team 8: Mike & Kristie Palovcsik, Kim
Dietzman, John & Carol Otterson

Phil Neppl

Julie Neppl
Debbie Diewald
Peggy Ladwig
Jim Pofahl

Team A: Dale & Catherine Puisto, Glori
Laundrie, Kathie & Phil Kingston

LeMoine

November 18 Matt & Alyssa
10:30 am

Steve Nelson
Linda Meyer

Cheramy

November 18 Steve & Sara

Ushers

Leanne Widen
Phil & Char Lawler
Diane Nelson

Martin

Greeter

Communion

Leanne Widen

Hehenberger

November 11 Tom & Barb
10:30 am

Reader

Lawler

November 11 Dan & Gloria
8:15 am

Ushers

Sally Carpenter

5:00 pm

November 4

Communion
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Greeter

Reader

Diane Sersland

Mike Cornelius

November 24 Karen Polinske

Kathy Bultman

NOVVEMBER 21
THANKSGIVING
EVE—7:00 PM

8:15 am

*If

Ushers

Linda Meyer

Jeff Robbe

Jeff & Karen Robbe
Jim Stolzenburg
Peggy Finnegan

Team 1: Lorraine & Harold Amundson,
Sharon & Lloyd Hinzman, Linda Olson,
Karen Wenger

Trisha Tully

Norene Shultis
Lee Nelson
Jim Olson
Janet Woider

Team B: Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod, Lee
Nelson, Matt Tully

Liefke

November 25 Jim Olson & Janet
Woider
10:30 am

Communion

Kathy Bultman
Phil & Char Lawler
1 Volunteer needed

5:00 pm

November 25 Lamont & Corrine
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3 Volunteers needed

you can volunteer for any of these services, please call the office
at 222-3833 or email
Holly at ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Welcome Messiah New Members
Art Hargraves, Jordan & Camryn
Bill & Betty Fitzsimmons
Tim & Jen Stelse,
Hannah, Owen & Molly
Michael & Jill Stiller,
Brecken & Hadden
Everett & Eunice Eide
Michael (Mike) & Joyce Braun

Attention all Snow Birds!
If you will be traveling to warmer
climates this winter for an extended
period of time, please contact the office
with the dates you will be gone. If you
provide the address we can have your
Messiah mail sent directly to you. This
saves Messiah from
having to pay
postage when your
mail is returned to
us marked
“Temporarily Away”.
Thank you!
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Youth and Family Ministry
Wednesday, November 7: YOW Pizza
night beginning at 6:00 9<
Wednesday, November 28: YOW
Dinner & Advent Walk beginning at
6:00 9<
A special night of YOW programming that includes interactive
stations that inspire and prepare for the Advent season.

Teresa Palumbo
Coordinator of Youth and Family
Ministry

5th - 12th Grade
Call or Text to: 608-279-7460
Email: youth@messiahchurch.com

Messiah Annual Ornament Sale: Trim your tree with a
beautiful woodcut ornament that celebrates the season and helps
the Messiah youth program. Ornaments will be on sale in the
Gathering Space beginning in December. Ornaments from previous
years will also be on sale. The cost for each ornament is $10; previous
year ornaments are $5 each. This is a fundraiser for the youth 2019
summer mission trip.

Thank you to everyone who participated in Trunk or Treat! It was another
great event with all the volunteer help and the enthusiasm of all the teachers,
parents and kids!

Children’s and Family Ministry
A quick reminder the Sunday School children sing at the
end of the 8:15 A@ service on November 4, plan to arrive
by 9:00 A@.
There will be no Sunday School November 25 due to
Thanksgiving weekend. Classes resume on December 2nd.
The annual Christmas program is Sunday, December 16
at 2:00 F@. Third and fourth graders begin play rehearsal
on November 4. Please make it a priority to attend as we
only have a few weeks to get ready. Younger children
have smaller parts and will begin practicing December 2.

Elizabeth Crummy
Coordinator of Children’s and
Family Ministry

3 years old - 4th Grade
Email: familyministry
@messiahchurch.com
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Sharing in Fellowship
Complimentary Blood Pressure Checks►
►
They happen November 10 & 11. The Saturday
checks will take place prior to the 5:00 F@ service.
On Sunday the blood pressures will be taken
between services. Thank you to our loyal group of
nurses who provide this service!

block, strap, and a blanket are helpful as well. The
mobility to move from the floor to standing
positions is helpful but all levels welcome! For
more information contact Leanne Widen at
leelee53527@gmail.com or call 608-839-4550.

Racial Justice Meeting►
►
November 4 will be the next Messiah Racial
Justice Team General Meeting (8:30-9:30 ,< in
Messiah's Social Hall). Come share what area
of racial justice you are passionate about. Learn
Psalms: Music For the Soul►
► This Bible Study
runs through November 21 at 6:30 9< led by Rich about what we have been doing as a group and
Valenta that ventures deeper into this scripture so help envision the future of this team. We are
looking forward to growing as an organization
we can share each other’s insight into these
with your views and passions as a part of the
remarkable writings. The study meets in the
work. This meeting will be a chance to think big in
conference room. You can join the study at
order to determine actions to bring to the greater
anytime. For more information contact Rich at
congregation.
richfsi@gmail.com.
Stay for Second Saturday Soda & Sangria►
►
Saturday, November 10 at 6:00 9<, enjoy soda,
sangria and treats in the Gathering Space.

Divine Yoga Continues►
► The current session
ends November 20. This is a free yoga practice.
However, good will donations are encouraged to
benefit Breast Cancer Recovery. Please bring an
open and willing mind, heart and a yoga mat A

Messiah Prayer Day►
►
Each Thursday from 8-2:00 F@ is Messiah’s Prayer
Day. Sign up on the kiosk to pray for 30 minutes
or how ever long you want to stay. Gift yourself
the blessing of quiet time with Jesus.

Your kindness and Love Touched Our Hearts!
St. Paul wrote to the Philippians:
Every time I think of you I thank God for you. I have joy in
my heart every time I ask God to help you. I thank God for
the joy we share in telling the good news from the very first
day until now.
For Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
or Membership information,
please call the church office:
608-222-3833
Or, email:
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

This so describes how I feel when I think of
you my friends here at Messiah! Melissa and
I thank you so much for the gathering on
October 21st, the food, the laughter, the
wonderful words of affirmation, the gifts, and
the many, many hugs. I am blessed to be
your pastor - blessed to share ministry with
you - thrice blessed to call you my friends.
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Ongoing Collections for Social Outreach Ministry
Road Home Wish List►
►

Socks for Saints►

Diapers/pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning supplies
Paper towels
Toilet paper
Feminine hygiene products
Hair-care products for African-American hair
Gift cards for gas and groceries

Most of us do not worry about having warm
socks for winter but if you are a resident of the
Triangle who has limited resources this could be
a real problem. Please purchase some socks the
next time you’re shopping. Women prefer the
prettier socks. Men prefer heavier, warm socks of
darker colors. Please place in the bin marked
Socks for Saints. For more information, call

Naoma Michaelis, 608-298-7788.

Please place all donations in the designated bins
in the Collection Area by the
Community Room. Thank you!!

Thank You to Messiah►
►
The Social Outreach Ministry Committee wants to thank Messiah for providing funds
to buy sweatpants, mittens, underwear, socks, leggings and shoes for
children who come to school without these items. The items are also
needed for children who get wet playing outside and need warm, dry
clothing for the rest of the day. New and used items were bought, cleaned, and
distributed where needed. The schools involved were Frank Allis, Schenk, Lapham,
Kennedy, Midvale, Lincoln, Lakeview, and Glendale. Free children’s books were also
given to each school. Thanks again for keeping the children warm and dry!

Christmas is a Time for Sharing►
In December Social Outreach Ministry will seek donations for Adopt-a-Family programs for The
Road Home and YWCA; Mitten/Gloves/Hats/Scarves for the Salvation Army; and Pudding boxes for
the desserts for Christmas boxes to the Truax Field community. More information will be coming in
the December Column.

Daily Text Devotion Books►
If you would like to order a Daily Text please
sign up on the kiosk or call the office, 608222-3833. The cost is $5, due at the time you
pick up your book(s). Checks should be made
payable to Messiah. An announcement will
be made when the books arrive.

The next gathering will be
Monday, November 26 at 6:30
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Proceeds support the UW Police Department
Homeless Project and Second Harvest Food Bank.

SAM Ladies’ Lunch Bunch Date►
The next luncheon will be at Benvenuto’s Italian
Grill, 1849 Northport Dr., Madison on
Wednesday, November 14th, at 11:30 A@. We
are limited to 25 guests. Please sign up by
Sunday, November 11th. If you sign up and
then have a conflict, please contact Janet
Alfonso at 608-221-1040.

We still need help with pie making:
November 5, 8:00 ,< to noon: Make pie crust
and refrigerate
November 5, 1:00 - 5:00 9<: Roll out crusts,
put in tin and flute
November 7, 8:00 ,< to noon and 1:00 - 5:00
pm: Make pies, package & freeze.

To sign up, send an email to adultministry@
messiahchurch.com with your name, phone
number, email and the sessions you would like to
volunteer for. Or call (608) 221 0060 and leave a
detailed message with the above information.
You can also sign up in the gathering area at
Time to Place Your Pie Order►
church. If you have questions, email Judy at
It is time to pre-order your apple pies from
anteeks2@charter.net or you can reach her at
Senior Adult Ministry. Cost is still just $12.00 for a
(608) 271-9343.
homemade apple pie just in time for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Pick up an order form on
Wednesday, December 19, 12:00 PM
the kiosk or request one by sending an email to
A SAM Christmas►
adultministry@messiahchurch.com.
Delivery dates at church will be Nov 10-11, Nov.
17-18, and Nov 21. If you are bringing an apple
pie to the Harvest Dinner, consider purchasing
your pie from SAM.

Note the date change! We will not meet the
traditional last Wednesday of December
as that is the day after Christmas.

The SAM Galena Trip Was A Day of Great Fun!
The SAM fall color tour headed to Galena, IL this year and
what a beautiful day it was! We started with a tour of
Grant's Home followed by a tasty lunch at the DeSoto House
Hotel. After lunch many of the 52 participants headed to the
streets of Galena for some great purchases. The conversation
aboard the motor coach verified that they did indeed make
some great buys! Our final stop was to the Sinsinawa Mound
Center to tour their stain glass chapel and museums. Oh yes,
even though the third bay of the motor coach was full of
Sinsinawa bakery, we still bought more. Phil Lawler can tell
you all about that! Check the kiosk for more pictures!
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Worship Schedule
Saturday
5:00 F@ Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sunday
8:15 A@ Worship Service
9:30 A@ Sunday School
10:30A@ Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 A@ for ages
infant to 6 years old

Enjoy The Harvest Meal
Sunday, November 11
Enjoy our annual Thanksgiving
dinner after the 10:30 ,< worship
service. Turkey, dressing and all
Thanksgiving Eve
the trimmings - no charge! A free
Worship
will donation will be collected and
the proceeds will be sent to the
Wednesday, November 21, Goodman
Community
7:00 >?, join with your
Center for
Messiah family
their
as we give thanks for our
Thanksgiving
incredible blessings
baskets.

