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Longest Night
"Some of us walk into Advent
tethered to our unresolved yesterdays,
the pain still stabbing;
the hurt still throbbing.
It's not that we don't know better;
it's just that we can't stand up anymore by ourselves.
On the way to Bethlehem,
will you give us a hand?"
~Yesterday’s Pain by Ann Weems

We are all tethered to something unresolved from our past. Tucked
inside these words, Ann Weems has revealed something that will
help us find our way forward. First, we are not alone. Notice her use
of “us” and “we.” Second, we are on a journey. Like Mary and
Pastor Mark’s message continues on page 2
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Joseph, we are on our way to Bethlehem. While we
can’t stand up by ourselves individually, we can help
each other up, by walking together, sharing our
burdens, and finding when we do, we feel renewed.
Our longing is for God to give us a hand, a touch of
healing, providing hope that will take us to Bethlehem
to see God with us.
For anyone tethered to unresolved yesterdays, there is
an evening worship in the community called “The
Longest Night,” and is scheduled for Tuesday,
December 21 at 7:00
at Messiah or you can
watch online at www.messiahchurch.com. Please
share this information with any family or friends who
may find peace in attending the service.
What is The Longest Night worship service, you ask? It
is a liturgy held on the longest night of the year (or
near to it as possible) and it provides an opportunity
for lamenting and healing during a time that, let’s face
it, the past 22 months has been hard for many of
us. Some of us have experienced COVID, a lost job, a
broken relationship, a wearisome illness, a recent
death, or perhaps it is simply a time that has always
been difficult. The blessing of this worship service is
the timing, positioned between Thanksgiving and
Christmas festivities.
The constant refrain on TV and radio focuses on the
happiness of the season and getting together with
family and friends, but it reminds some people of what
they have lost or never had. We long for the space and
time to acknowledge our sadness and concern, and to
know that we are not alone.
For these reasons, we are inviting you to participate in,
bringing all your “unresolved yesterdays” to the
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manger where we hear words, honest words of struggle. We light candles in
memory. We listen to compassionate readings and pray about presence amidst the
struggle. Like straw, we fill the manger with our unresolved yesterdays. Literally,
your unresolved yesterdays may be written on fabric and held in prayer.
You may pick up strips of cloth from the office to write your unresolved
feelings on and bring them to worship or return to the office
before December 15th. If you come to the worship, you will
be able to place these swaddling clothes in the cradle when the
Christ Candle is lit. This reminds us of God coming down
wherever we are.

Come and See,

ar Peterse
Pastor of Pastoral and Spiritual Care

Treasurer’s Report
We are nine months into
the budget year and
Pledge Revenue
received to date was
$444,700, compared to
the budget of $421,600,
so we are $23,100 ahead
of the budget. The
General Fund
expenditures through
September were
$413,900, compared to a
budget of $440,200, so
we are $26,300 under
budget.
The Gundlach Family
Fund assisted three
families with rent

totaling $1,050. The
fund also matched
contributions to
Porchlight, Domestic
Abuse Intervention
Services, Road Home,
Roots Ethiopia, Madison
Area Jail Ministry,
Badger Childhood
Cancer Network, and
Little John’s Kitchen
totaling $11,228.
The current balance in
the General Fund is
$80,000 and the balance
in the Capital Projects
Fund is $148,300.

Save The Date
Plan Now for
Messiah Holiday Worship Times
Thanksgiving Eve Service
Wednesday, November 25 at 7:00 K.

Christmas Eve Worship
Friday, December 24, at 4:00, 7:00 and 9:00 K.
Please note we will not have a children’s service
this year

Christmas Day - Saturday, December 25
No Worship Services Scheduled

First Sunday of Christmas, December 26
One Worship Service at 9:00 G.

Social Outreach Ministry
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The Messiah Craft Sale & Virtual Bake Sale►
►
Please join us for the Messiah Craft Sale on Saturday, November 6th, 9:00-3:00 />. We are
looking forward to seeing past crafters and new crafters at this event!
The Bake Sale will be virtual this year due to ongoing COVID concerns. You can donate
online by going to Messiahchurch.com and clicking the “Online Giving” button. There is a
line for donating money to the bake sale. You may also mail/bring a check to church with
“Bake sale” in the memo line so the money goes to the correct fund. The charities we have
chosen this year are the Salvation Army, LaFollette High School Food Pantry and Briar
Patch. These organizations really need our help at this time of year – with your donations
and the Gundlach Family Fund match, we can assist them in their missions! Donations will
be collected until November 9th.

Messiah Christmas Collections 2021
continue the mission of giving to those in
YWCA Christmas Collection►
►
need at Christmas. Again, this year, rather
The Social Outreach Committee is once
than
again asking the congregation to provide
posting
Christmas gifts for the woman who are
lists of
permanent residents at the YWCA. There is
desired
no other group sponsoring them at Christgifts for
mas and our help is needed.
these
There will be a poster in the Gathering
families, we
Space after Thanksgiving listing names and
are
wishes. Messiah members should write
requesting
their name for each person they select to
monetary
buy a gift and bring that UNWRAPPED
donations for a "Christmas Fund". We are
item to church by December 12th.
sponsoring four families. Each family
Remember to attach the name and room
member will receive a $50 gift card to a
number to the unwrapped gift. For
store they select or the parent chooses.
questions, contact Bernie Hartwig, 608-222 Additionally, each family will receive a $50
-7350.
gift card to a grocery store to help with
their holiday meal.
The Road Home Christmas Collection►
►
Messiah has partnered with The Road
Please make your check payable to
Home for many years and the Social
Messiah Church and put Christmas Fund in
Outreach Ministry is determined to
the memo line by November 29th. If you
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prefer, you may give online by going to
Messiahchurch.com and clicking the
“Online Giving” - Christmas Fund. Our
Messiah family was so generous last year –
let’s continue that giving this year!
Pudding Collection►
►
We will again assist the East Madison
Community Center and provide 125 LARGE
boxes of Instant pudding to be included in
their Christmas Food Boxes. We need your
donations to meet this goal! The deadline
is December 12th for pudding
donations. Place your donation in the
tub in the front entrance.

Hats & Mittens►
►
We will again host our mitten/hat
collection for the Salvation
Army. We would ask that all
donations be new. Bring your
donations in by December
12th. Two tubs will be placed
in the front entrance for your
donations.

Lakeview, Sandburg, Lincoln, and Midvale.
Circles of Support ►
Just Dane’s Circles of Support, a program
to provide support for people leaving
prison, is in need of: the following:
Queen size bedspreads, sheets and
pillows
• Kitchen and bath towels
• Toilet paper
• Cleaning supplies
• Personal care
items such as
toothpaste,
shampoo and conditioner, body wash/
soap

Please place any donations in the bin
labeled Circles of Support in the collection
area by the Community Room.

Donations for the Christmas Fund,
pudding and mittens/hats can be
dropped off Monday-Friday from
8:00 , to noon.

Kennedy School Needs ►
This is an ongoing collection.
• Winter coats, snow pants (especially for
PK-2nd graders),
• Waterproof mittens/gloves
• Boots.
• New, unopened packages of socks and
underwear for boys and girls

Many Thanks►
►
The Social Outreach Ministry wants to
thank Messiah for providing funds to buy
sweatpants, T-shirts, gloves, underwear
and socks for children at eight schools
who come without these items or who get
wet and dirty while playing. New and used
items were bought, cleaned, and
distributed where needed. The schools, are
Frank Allis, Lapham, Schenk, Glendale,

Save Your Soda Can Tabs ►
We have a new collection, we are saving pop
tabs to benefit The Ronald McDonald House.
There is a container in the Social Hall next to
the soda machine
where you can
drop your tabs or
you can bring
them to the office.

It’s Stewardship Time
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Within a few days, all members should have received a letter from Pastor Jeff
and a commitment form for 2022. We ask that you give this commitment some
thoughtful prayer and return the completed form on or before the weekend

of November 13th & 14th. The parish council uses these commitments to
prepare the budget for 2022 and continue the mission of Messiah Church.
This year’s commitment form contains two lines to pledge:
• General Fund-for the day-to-day operations of the church. Examples are
salaries, mission support, utilities, Christian education, fellowship and
evangelism.
• Capital Projects Fund-for large long-term capital purchases. Examples are
concrete by back garage, wireless mics, and replacing the handicapped
accessible door control.
The form also contains a section for how you would like to make your
contributions; weekly, monthly or electronically (Simply Giving). Please choose
one. Simply Giving is a method to have your contributions electronically drawn
from your savings or checking account. Please consider joining the 165 other
Messiah families that donate using this convenient program. For those
already enrolled in Simply Giving, a new form is only needed if you are changing
the amount or bank information.
A Spiritual Gifts form is enclosed as well. If you feel called to volunteer in some
capacity, please complete the form. For couples, please identify who is
volunteering in what capacity. If nothing has changed
from last year’s form, please check the box at the top of
the form and complete your name, address etc. In our
changing times, we have also created a Google Form on
the church website for the completion of your pledge and
Spiritual Gifts forms online.

If you do not receive a stewardship mailing by
November 5th contact the office at 608-222-3833 or
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.

Together

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)
Last Hike for this Year►
Barb and Walt Herrod will lead a walk at
McCarthy Park on Thursday, November 11
at 1:00 />. This is a favorite walk along
woods and fields with open views and
gentle hilled areas. This walk is completely
on unpaved and uneven trails. The
distance is about 1.5 miles. There is a nonflush comfort station at the parking lot. If
we’ve had heavy dew overnight, or recent
rain, your shoes and socks could get wet,
so you might want to pack extras and have
dry feet for the ride home.
We won’t car pool from the church.
Instead, just meet at the McCarthy Park
parking lot. From the traffic circle of
County N and County TT (north of the
Summit Credit Union building) between
Cottage Grove and Sun Prairie, the park is
about a half mile east on your left. There is
a dirt/gravel driveway marked by a large
park sign. Past experience has been that a
GPS gives confusing directions if you input
the address listed on the park’s website.
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television of yesteryear will be presented
by Steve Cheramy. It is amazing how many
historical audio-visual clips Steve has
collected over the years. You will definitely
laugh and enjoy Steve’s program.

Virtual Apple Pie Sale►
We will again have a virtual apple pie “sale”
to benefit the Second Harvest Food Bank.
Due to Covid-19, the decision was made to
go virtual this year rather than gather
together to make the homemade apple
pies. The price remains the same—just $12
for an apple pie.
Funds raised from the virtual sale will be
matched by the Gundlach Family Fund.
Then that amount will be doubled by
sponsors at NBC15’s Share Your Holidays
Finale in early December. After the math is
done, your $12 pie donation will become
$48 for the food bank. So, one dollar
becomes four dollars!!

To make a donation, send your check
payable to Messiah Lutheran Church to:
To register, call Walt & SAM Virtual Pie Sale; c/o Messiah Lutheran
Barb Herrod (518) 567- Church; 5202 Cottage Grove Rd.; Madison,
6816 (Barb’s cell – leave WI 53716. Be sure to write “SAM Apple
message) or email
Pies” on the memo line of your check.
bwhfam@gmail.com.
Donations can also be made on the
They will call or email you back.
Messiah Church website.

November Brown Bag Lunch Is a
Week Earlier►
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, we will
meet on Wednesday, November 17, with
lunch at 12:00 noon and the program
starting at 12:30 />. An all-new look at

Racial Justice News
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JustDane Prison Re-Entry Simulation►
►
We had about 28 people from Messiah and Bethel Lutheran
participate. A donation was made to Madison Area Jail Ministry.
Thank you to everyone who participated and walked in the shoes
of someone recently returning to the community. There are so
many challenges these people face. We have some next steps
included on the Messiah website - Weekly News.

TED Talk Discussion Opportunity►
►
The next opportunity the Racial Justice Team is offering is Sunday, November 21
between the early and late service, 9:15-10:15 ,-. We will watch and discuss the TED
Talk, The Danger of a Single Story, in which novelist Chimamanda Adichie tells the
story of how she found her authentic cultural voice. Our lives and our cultures are
composed of many overlapping stories. She warns that if we hear only a single story
about another person or country, we risk a critical misunderstanding.
The opportunity will be offered in person in the Lower Level Conference Room (Use
Entrance C) as well as over Zoom. The link to join the meeting is
https://madison-k12-wi-us.zoom.us/j/98249555208.
Plan to log on between 9-9:15 G. so we can make sure all the tech is working. If you
want to attend over Zoom and this is new technology for you, contact Elizabeth
at familyministry@messiahchurch.com for some Zoom tech tips.

What d y u d with y ur t dd er whe he gets wigg y
a d d es ’t wa t t sit a y
ger
You put him in a plastic bin and he’s happy as can be!!
This is little Archer Moffett-Hills at the 8:15 G. service in
September! Mom, Sarah, and Grandma Penny, had tired
arms from holding him and the bin worked great! When he
needed a new perspective, they put the bin on the floor and
he was all smiles! Life can be so simple!
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ffer t G d a sacrifice f tha sgivi g
Ca up
e i the day f tr ub e
I sha rescue y u, a d y u wi h
r e
Psalm 50: 14-15

The Israelites in the Old Testament had a complicated list
of rituals and sacrifices to follow. Among the five special
offerings, one was the peace offering, or the sacrifice of
thanksgiving. When Jesus came, the old requirements were
replaced by the new, so that our worship could be an expression of our hearts
directly through our lips.
It’s not always easy to be thankful. In times of great difficulty, when everything
in the natural screams “I don’t like this!” gratitude comes at great sacrifice. It is a
denial of the natural response, dying to one’s own preference, and in submission
saying, “God, your way is best and I thank you.” Having a grateful heart gives us
the privilege of calling on God in our day of trouble and the assurance of his
deliverance.
Even though we are getting booster shots for COVID and numbers are down for
now, we are still not quite back to normal, whatever that may be. This past week
we have had a number of members come into the church sharing many
challenges in life: health concerns, changing lifestyles due to health issues, a
dying mother and a sick grandchild. It’s hard to offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving
when we are unsure of where life is going.
As Christians, we know that our God is always there for us, in good times and
challenging times, but sometimes we just need to feel God’s presence
through a hug, a kind word from a friend or some quiet time to be still, pray and
to praise God in the storm.
No matter what is going on in your life, can you offer God your sacrifice of
praise today?
Lord, today I want to say thank you for being my God and for the grace you show
me each day. As I call out to you, I know you will be with me and
I give you all the glory in the process. Amen

Bits & Pieces
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Volunteers►
►
We need volunteers for our Saturday and
Sunday services, especially in the Altar and
Communion Assistant Ministries.

Nov 22 at
3:00

If you can give a few minutes of time, about
once a month, we would very much
appreciate it. You can choose which services
work best for you, and even which months of
the year you are available. We use a
scheduling program where you can easily
request a sub if something comes up, and
you can always contact Holly or Elizabeth if
you have a last-minute conflict. We are very
flexible!

Lower Level
Conference
Room

Trunk or
Treat►
►
Thank you to
everyone who
participated in
Trunk or Treat
on October
24th! We had
20 Trunks filled
with treats and
approximately 72 children attend.

for the flowers close to the time of your
chosen date.

Summer Volunteers►
►
Many thanks to all our mowing teams and
gardeners who kept our grounds looking
manicured all summer long. Also, thank you
to the crew that got our flower beds and
shrubs ready for the winter.
It takes many hands and feet to keep our
grounds looking so beautiful. We hear many
comments from people coming into the
church about the flowers and how well kept
our grounds are. If you are willing to help
again next year, please let Clyde Tunak know
by emailing him at messiahbuilding@
gmail.com or calling the church office at 608
-222-3833.

2022 Altar Flower Sign-Up►
►
Please sign-up for the date(s) you would like
to sponsor flowers for worship in 2022 by
calling the office at 608-222-3833 or contact
Holly via Email: ourchurch@messiah
church.com. Please
include your phone
number any special
colors you might want,
and what you would
like included in the
bulletin. The cost is $35
for each date. We do
not accept additional
amounts for larger
bouquets. You may pay

Welcome New Members
Gail Knitter
Merle Vande Lune
Margaret (Marjean) Kuschel

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your New Church Home!

Sunday School Update from Elizabeth Crummy
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First Communion ►
On October 2 & 3, thirteen 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders celebrated their First Communions
after a few weeks of classes and months of waiting! Two more children plan to

celebrate individually this fall. There will be another opportunity to celebrate this
faith milestone in the spring. Contact Elizabeth
at familyministry@messiahchurch.com if you are not already on her email list. Your
child does not have to attend Sunday School to receive their First Communion. They
can attend five classes or prepare at home.

►
At-Home Sunday School►
If you have chosen to do at-home Sunday School, your bags are in the office. Holly
is usually there 8:00 G.-noon on weekdays, sometimes earlier, sometimes later. It is
a good idea to call the office or email her if you are making a special trip. You can
also get your bags when you come to church. Contact Elizabeth
at familyministry@messiah church.com to arrange a special pickup time if needed.
Watch your email starting the middle of November for some videos explaining
Advent and how to do the Advent crafts in your bags.
We will be making decisions about our children's involvement in the Christmas
services and when we might reopen in-person Sunday School as things unfold over
the next few weeks. Please watch your email, the website, Facebook and the Weekly
News for updates.
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 K. Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 G. Worship Service
10:30 G. Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m. to Noon
Monday-Friday

As you shop for Christmas online,
remember Messiah is registered with
AmazonSmile to benefit from their charitable

Attention all Snow Birds!
If you will be traveling to warmer climates this
winter for an extended period of time, please
contact the office (608-222-3833) with the dates
you will be gone. If you provide the address we
can have your Messiah mail sent directly to you.
This saves Messiah from having to pay postage
when your mail is returned to us marked
“Temporarily Away”. Thank you!

organization program. Amazon will donate 0.5%
of eligible purchases to Messiah Evangelical
Lutheran Church (our registered name), no fees
and no extra cost to you. Shoppers can click on
smile.amazon.com to register and start shopping.
Every time you shop, Messiah will be listed in the
corner as your charity. Four times per year, a
check will be sent from Amazon to Messiah to
benefit our ministries. This is another great way
to support Messiah as you shop!

