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Memory Lane
I was walking through the Administrative Office
en route to my computer to write a Pastor’s
Column for August, when Holly shared an article
written by our Coordinator of Senior Adult
Ministry, Keith Schlesinger. His article on growing
up “back in the neighborhood in the good old
days” reminded me of my own childhood growing
up on the outskirts of Neenah. It made me smile.
It also reminded me of how the office of pastor
here at Messiah is shared by such a terrific staff.
Each staff member brings such solid pastoral ministry to the people of this
Family of Faith. So this month, I offer Keith’s reflection. Perhaps it might
touch your life and memories this summertime. Perhaps it will make you
smile.
As a personal aside, the woman he celebrates, Diane Burling, I miss seeing
on Saturday evenings. I will always remember her for her hospitality to
children as they arrived at church to celebrate. Before her passing, Diane
was a regular greeter and she would hand each child a candle and talk
right to them as if they were the most important person in the world. In
those moments, each child felt their importance, their infinite worth. This
woman who had such physical challenges in her later years was the
presence of God. That is the hospitality that I seek to grow in my life, and a
hospitality I pray for this congregation. Enjoy Keith’s writing and a big
thank you to our staff!

Burling Family Update
The memorial gathering for Diane Burling at Hawthorne Park was
something very special. The people just kept coming and coming from
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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all directions. I thought maybe 5-10 people would be a
great turnout. There were
probably 40 folks in attendance.
The emcee asked people to share
stories about Diane and how they
knew her.
After a few stories, I was taken
back to my childhood days on
Mohawk Drive in Blackhawk
Heights, now a Chicago “boonie”.
Everybody knew everybody up
and down this special street. All
the kids played together every
day. One day we were at this
house, the next day we were at
another house. The families even
vacationed together at the same
time in Michigan!
Division Street in Madison’s Atwood Neighborhood is that
same kind of street. It is a very unique street full of care and
love from house to house. I was touched from one story to
the next. What a special group of people that have become
so very close. Everyone knew Diane and Dave and they
knew everyone else on the street.
When you visit the Atwood Neighborhood next time, go
early and walk up and down Division Street. Look at the
architecture of the homes, take in the beautiful flower
gardens, check out the yard art. Continue up to Hawthorne
Park and take a break at the park bench where you will see
a beautiful flower planter in Diane’s memory.
Dave has since moved to Tennessee. I am sure the move
had to be hard after having been a senior member of
Division Street and sharing so many joys and sorrows with
the neighbors. He does have friends in Tennessee as he
starts the next chapter in his life. Denise Cheramy indicates
Dave is hiking, biking, and fishing. He said the
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thunderstorms are different because the thunder echoes off the
mountains! He recently sent an email where he said he missed his church
friends and SAM events. I know he would enjoy hearing from you. His
address is 2416 East Stone Dr.; Apt. 200B; Kingsport, TN 37660-5818.
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During this COVID time we want you to know that the church is open for prayer,
either in the Sanctuary or the Prayer Room. Please call the office at 608-222-3833 to be
sure there will be someone available to let you into the building and so we can
monitor social distancing. A mask will be required.

2020 Backpack Collection
Back to School flyers and displays are starting to appear, but no one knows what this fall's
Back to School in Wisconsin plans looks like.
We can expect to hear a plan within the next few weeks. Whether students are taught
virtually or in a building, they will need supplies, and many families will appreciate
receiving support from generous donations. In fact, more families than ever before may
need some help, especially if their employment and finances have been impacted by
COVID-19.
The challenge is finding a way to shop, collect and organize while minimizing exposure to
one another.
So, if you are considering donating to the Backpack/School Supply drive that Messiah
typically hosts every August, please press pause. Do not shop yet, even
if the deals are tempting! We are exploring ways to safely and

efficiently get supplies to students and it would be a shame if well
intentioned purchases were unable to be distributed due to health
risks. Watch the Weekly E-news for more information. For those
without a computer please call the office at 608-222-3833.
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AmazonSmile
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Recently Messiah has registered with Amazon to benefit from their charitable organization program,
AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church (our registered name) —no fees, no extra cost to you. When shoppers click on the link below
you can sign up for AmazonSmile and you can start shopping. Every time you shop, Messiah will be
listed in the corner as your charity. Four times per year a check will be sent from Amazon to Messiah
to benefit our ministries. Click on https://www.amazon.com/s?k=amazonsmile.&pldnSite=1. At
the top of the page, click “Sign in to AmazonSmile to get
started” where you will choose Messiah as your charity. This is
another great way to support Messiah as you shop!

Social Outreach Ministry
The Road Home Wish List►

Jail Ministry►

Diapers/Pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning Supplies
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Feminine hygiene products
Laundry, dish detergent
Gifts cards for gas and groceries

Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames, high &
low strengths

A big thank you to everyone who continues to contribute to The Road Home. The last
delivery was a lot and they do appreciate all of the donations.

Clear Soda Bottles►
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to be filled with
laundry soap. Please place them in the separate plastic bin in the collection area. Please be sure they
are rinsed and dry.

Ongoing Dignity Project:►
According to UNICEF, 1 in 10 school girls in Africa miss class or drop out of school due to their
menstrual cycle. They lack supplies and facilities to dispose of pads. Our Social Outreach Ministry is
taking on a simple sewing project to provide pads and panties (girls sizes 14, 16 and small adult
sizes ) for these young girls and they need your help.
Check the kiosk or call the office (608-222-3833) for more information and sewing instructions. Even
if you don’t sew, consider donating a pack of underwear. Messiah will ship the products to Little
Dresses for Africa. Completed projects can be dropped in the bin by the collection area by

August 15 for the next mailing.
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Children’s & Family Ministry

A%&%'( 2020 | page 5

Sunday School - We do not know what Sunday School will look
like this fall, but whatever shape it takes, we will need adult
teachers and youth volunteers to make it happen. We are
especially in need of two 3rd grade teachers and could use one
co-teacher in Kindergarten, the current teacher feels
comfortable teaching alone and she hardly ever misses, but it is
nice to have backup and an extra pair of hands! Please contact
Elizabeth if you are interested.
Elizabeth will train new teachers and provide many, many resources. You do not need to be a
certified teacher to be successful teaching Sunday School. Start with your faith and desire to
share it, call children to action, and the rest will come: materials, special events, classroom
management skills, etc. Remember, we will be in our brand new rooms after the remodeling
project is completed.
Donations Requested - Please consider donating your gently used toys such as a kitchen
set, dolls, puzzles, pretend food for the nursery and the 3 and 4 year old Sunday School classes.
Please email Elizabeth at familyministry@messiahchurch.com to let her know what you have to
donate and she will let you know if, when and how we can safely collect them.
Calling all Babysitters!
When the COVID-19 pandemic passes, we will start to resume our former activities and that
may mean that families with young children will be looking for a babysitter. Many families new
to the area might not have family or friends nearby to recommend someone. If you provide
babysitting services and would like to be on a list that we will make available to families, please
email Elizabeth Crummy our Ministry Support Coordinator, with the following information:
Name, Age/Grade, Experience (prior babysitting experience and/or experience with siblings or
nieces/nephews/cousins, paid or volunteer work at a camp, etc.), Special Certificates or training
(Babysitting certification classes, CPR, First Aid), preferred ages to care for, and when available.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Until further notice, we will not be
holding the monthly prayer shawl
gatherings. For questions, contact Kathy
Digman, Digman.km@gmail.com.
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Racial Justice Information
Elizabeth Crummy and Tracy Frank have
developed a list of resources to help you on
the journey of formation and education in
regard to understanding systemic racism.
While the document is long, there are
articles that are short, podcasts that offer
easy and convenient listening as well as
more involved books for those looking for
more information. The Racial Justice team is
highlighting an article or resource each
week in the Weekly E-News. The document
can be found at http://messiahchurch.com/
wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Anti-RacismSocial-Justice-Resources.pdf

To join the Messiah Racial Justice Team
conversations, please either submit your
email address to Tracy Frank at
jtracyfrank@me.com or request to join the
Facebook group called Messiah Racial

Justice Team.

God’s plan is to make us One.
God’s plan is to mix up the
human race so well that we
won’t be able to use the word
“other” anymore…
We will all be one and we will
know each other, and we will
know what is going on with all
of us.
Donna Schaper, Pastor of Judson Memorial
Church in New York City
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Treasurer’s Report
We are six months into the calendar year
and the Pledged Revenue received to
date is $275,600 compared to the budget
for the same period of $272,600, so we
are $3,000 ahead of the budget. The
General Fund expenditures through May
were $271,600 compared to the budget
of $288,400 so we are $16,800 under
budget. Thank you for your continued
support during this COVID time.

Grief Support Ministry
Recently Pastor Mark and
Dawn Olson developed a grief
video called, “Tear Soup – A
Recipe for Healing After a
Loss” with the help of Steve
Cheramy. This video is available on the Messiah
website and Facebook pages to watch at your
leisure. Click on http://messiahchurch.com/faithlife/grief-2/. This format is their creativity as we
continue to deal with the pandemic and since we
have observed so much loss of life around the
world; we thought “Grief” was a most
appropriate topic to address. This on-line study
includes pauses for journaling or reflection, a
strong definition of grief: “Forced re-definition of
self after a loss,” a potent story called “Tear
Soup,” and storytelling by Dawn Olson and
Pastor Mark. Our goal is to provide quality
training for those of you who will be on the front
line of companioning the grieving. For questions
contact Pastor Mark at pastormark
@messiahchurch.com or Dawn Olson at
olson_dawn54@sbcglobal.net.

Building Update
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Following the demolition in the Sunday School area, a test for asbestos was done and it was found that there
was asbestos in the adhesive of the floor. The abatement company came in on July 8th and finished on the 11th,
with a “clean air test” done on the 13th, which we passed.
With no worship services happening it was decided this was the perfect time to redo the floor in the sanctuary.
All the chairs were removed and the floor was done on July 1st and 2nd. This was also a great time to clean the
305 chairs in the sanctuary. A team of staff and family members, along with some Property Committee members
came in and vacuumed the seats and chairs, replaced the felt pads, washed all the chairs and reset the
sanctuary. Wow, was this a huge job and we are so thankful for all the people who helped! When we return to
worship, the sanctuary will sparkle, it’s so clean!

The past two years Messiah members have been involved with
the No Fear-All Fun Run/Walk in memory of Michael Neill, son of
Joe & Sherri Neill. Michael was a strong Cross Country runner and
always helped young kids get exercise and have fun doing it. The
event assists the Middle Schools in the LaFollette District maintain
strong Walking/Running Clubs/Cross Country teams and getting more kids involved to get the
exercise they need to be healthy. This year due to COVID-19 there won’t be an actual run/walk
(either 5K or 1 mile walk) but rather a virtual event. There is no set entry fee – people can give
what they wish, there will be a printable completion award, no prizes this year. Just run or
walk anytime from now until August 8th, send in photos after completing the walk or
run to nofearallfun@gmail.com. The goal is to have 100 participants. We are still accepting
sponsorship donations as well. For more information, contact Sherri Neill at 608-234-2897.
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Streamed Worship Schedule
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Saturdays
5:00 KF Evening Worship
Sundays
8:15 GF Worship Service
10:00 GF Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m.—Noon
Monday-Friday

Fall Craft & Bake Sale
Team 2 – Aug 1
*Jim Miller
Tom Aldrich
Brad Nelson
David Down
Team 3 – Aug 8
*Don Deutscher
Tom Rendall
Dan Weber
Team 4 – Aug 15
*Tim Martinson
Glenn Schmitz
Lloyd Mennenga

Aug 22
Jeff Trentadue
Team 6 – Aug 29
*Clyde Nyhus
Charlie Eastman
Keith Schlesinger

Thank You to
everyone who
helps keep our
grounds
beautiful!

The Messiah Social Outreach Ministry is cancelling the Annual Craft and
Bake Sale in November due to
COVID-19. Because the space can
get rather close with crafters and
shoppers, it was decided that we
could not safely distance people and
would hate to jeopardize someone’s
health. God willing, the sale will return in 2021.
All former
crafters have
been notified
of the cancellation.

