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Dear People of Messiah,
Claire Gensch pondered with me on
Messiah’s Facebook this way:
Thank you for your daily inspiration. I just
thought this morning
that when you accepted your new position
as Visitation Pastor at Messiah,
you never would have imagined that it
would include the whole congregation
being shut in.
Her words prodded me to think about visitation ministry for the
whole congregation right now. What this takes is a creative
worship service led by Pastor Jeff and Melissa on-line with
technology activated by Steve Cheramy. This service literally
comes into our homes. Even the sacrament of Holy Communion is
distributed safely to each other, in our own homes, after words online. We are so fortunate to be a congregation that has been
streaming worship for every service before sheltering safely.
Phone calls, cards, mobilized care
teams, prayers and written words
through The Column and Facebook
offer avenues of reaching the whole
congregation. The frontline EMS
and medical staff heroes have a
wonderful jingle, “We stay here for
you, so that you can stay home for
us.” There may be distancing, but
nothing can separate us!
Pastor Mark’s message continues on page 2

The Column
J345 2020 | page 2

Office and Contact Information
P;<45 ..............................608-222-3833
O@@AB5 ECDAE
.......ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
O@@AB5 C<GG5HI<4J54B5 DG<I B<L
...................outside the front entrance
W5MHAN5 ................ messiahchurch.com
P,-./0
..................................... Jeff Vanden Heuvel
............ pastorjeff@messiahchurch.com
P,-./0 /1 P,-./0,2 3 S4505.6,2 C,07
............................................... Mark Petersen
…….pastormark@messiahchurch.com
B6-597-- M,9,:70
...........................................................Tim Coulthart
.............................. timc@messiahchurch.com
E;7<6.5=7 M595-.0> A--5-.,9.
…………………………………………..Holly Tunak
………..ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
C//0?59,./0 /1 W/0-A54 ,9? M6-5<
............................................................. Clyde Nyhus
........................... music@messiahchurch.com
C//0?59,./0 /1 CA52?079’- ,9?
F,B52> M595-.0>, M595-.0> S644/0.
C//0?59,./0
.................................................Elizabeth Crummy
......... familyministry@messiahchurch.com
C//0?59,./0 /1 Y/6.A ,9?
F,B52> M595-.0>
..................................................... Teresa Palumbo
........................... youth@messiahchurch.com
C//0?59,./0 /1 S795/0 A?62. M595-.0>
................................................... Keith Schlesinger
........... adultministry@messiahchurch.com
F,<525.57- M,9,:70………..Clyde Tunak
………….building@messiahchurch.com
V5?7/ S47<5,25-.
........................................................Steve Cheramy
............................video@messiahchurch.com
W7??59: D,> A--5-.,9.
........................................................... Wendy Bailey
......................... wendy@messiahchurch.com
J,95./05,2 S70=5<7.....................................................Larry Kaltenberg

My confirmation verse has been a lifetime mantra –
nothing is able to separate us from the love of God!
This magnolia tree is flowering on a corner of our
home with blossoms that fill the air with the scent of
love. Spring is a reminder that nothing can separate
us from the love of God in creation.
During my internship, Pastor Vernon Toso taught me
something crucial: Mark, simply boil it down to the
verb-- make it an action verb. Subject is always God
then action verb and noun. Simply put “God loves
you!” He reminded me that in preaching – nothing
can separate us from the love of God.
William Sloane Coffin once said, “God’s love does not
seek value, it creates it. It is not because we have
value that we are loved, but because we are loved that
we have value. Love is God’s action upon us! The
answer to the fears and anxiety of a pandemic is:
“nothing can separate us from the love of God.” This
love has just been endorsed by the cardinal looking
at me through the patio door.
You’re loved,
Pastor Mark
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Youth & Family Ministry
CONFIRMATION 2020
As many of you know, we postponed
confirmation of our 9th grade students in May.
We will reschedule the service for when we can
worship together again in person. Please join
me in recognizing and lifting up the following
youth in prayer:
Logan Adams
Cooper Alexander
Ben Baxter
Lilly Bloom
Michael Cutrano
Sophie Dettlaff
Bela Diewald
Devin Frank
Thomas Gibbons
Cole Hauge

Gabrielle Holler
Dane Kirschner
Savannah Rodenfeld
Eliot Sheahan
Cire Smith
Harrison Straka
Riley Taylor
Rachel Vanden
Heuvel
Max Weise

SUMMER MISSION TRIP:
Safer at Home
The summer high school mission trip to
Indianapolis through YouthWorks has been
cancelled. We are exploring possible opportunities to serve locally that are mindful of
physical distancing and safety guidelines. Stay
tuned for more information.

GRADUATING SENIORS
As a community, we would like to recognize
and celebrate all graduating Messiah seniors.
Please contact Teresa Palumbo at youth
@messiahchurch.com with names of graduating
seniors. All high school seniors from the
Messiah community are eligible for a Joan
Shropshire Educational Grant. For more
information and to
download the application,
please go to http://
messiahchurch.com/
education-grant-fund/ or

contact Teresa.

When This is Over,
by Laura Kelly Fanucci
When this is over,
may we never again
take for granted
A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with neighbors
A crowded theatre
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself
When this ends,
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be and
may we stay
that way—better
for each other
because of the worst.
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Prayer Shawl Gathering►
Until further notice, we will not be holding the monthly prayer shawl gatherings. For
questions, contact Kathy Digman, Digman.km@gmail.com.
Mountain of Food Collection►
Thank you to everyone who supported the Mountain of Food Collection to
benefit St. Stephen’s Food Pantry during the month of May. The need is
great and your support is appreciated by those who shop at the Pantry. We
will have a total for you in the July Column.

Social Outreach Ministry
The Road Home Wish List►
Diapers/Pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning Supplies
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Feminine hygiene products
Laundry, dish detergent
Gifts cards for gas and groceries

Jail Ministry►
Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames, high &
low strengths

Clear Soda Bottles►
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to be filled with
laundry soap. Please place them in the separate plastic bin in the collection area. Please be sure they
are rinsed and dry.

Dignity Project:►
According to UNICEF, 1 in 10 school girls in Africa miss class or drop out of school due to their
menstrual cycle. They lack supplies and facilities to dispose of pads. Our Social Outreach Ministry is
taking on a simple sewing project to provide pads and panties (girls sizes 14, 16 and small adult
sizes ) for these young girls and they need your help.
Check the kiosk or call the office (608-222-3833) for more information and sewing instructions. Even
if you don’t sew, consider donating a pack of underwear. Messiah will ship the products to Little
Dresses for Africa. Completed projects can be dropped in the bin by the collection area by August 15
for the next mailing.

Thank you to our dedicated Social Outreach Ministry Members and
Messiah Members for Supporting All These Wonderful Projects!

Children’s & Family Ministry
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As we head into summer, Elizabeth provides a head's up on the calendar for next year so you can
save dates, but since we do not know the timeline for the Badger Bounce Back Plan, we cannot
predict when Sunday School will resume.
Because Sunday School occurs in groups larger than 50, we can anticipate that the re-opening of
our program will most likely fall under Phase 3 of the plan. When we do reopen, she expects that our
first priority will be to celebrate First Communion with our children who prepared this spring.
Teachers Needed - When we are back in session, we will be in brand new, beautiful classrooms
and we need some teachers to work in those spaces! Ideally we have two teachers per grade
because it is great when you can teach together and easy to carry on if someone needs to be gone
or simply wants a Sunday morning off. Some years, teams set it up from the start to teach,
alternating weeks. We are very flexible! For 2020-2021, we need two teachers for 3rd grade, one
teacher for 4th grade, and one teacher for Kindergarten. The K level would be a great opportunity
for someone who is only available occasionally as the main teacher hardly ever is gone. If you would
like to be an occasional classroom volunteer, we need those, too! If you are interested, or want to
know more, please contact Elizabeth Crummy at familyministry@messiahchurch.com or 608-2356910.
Donations Requested - The 3 and 4 year old Sunday School classes build in a social/play time
component at the end of each lesson. Please consider donating gently used toy cars, plastic animals,
play kitchen & food area toys, dolls, and simple puzzles.

Ministry Support Coordinator
Because services and events at Messiah typically occur in groups larger than 50, we can anticipate
that our re-opening will most likely fall under Phase 3 of the Badger Bounce Back Plan. We know
that many of our volunteers are anxious to get back to serving--both those organizing and those
participating in events.
In The Column over the next few months you will likely see information that feels vague and that is
because so much is up in the air right now. Depending upon group sizes, some volunteer
opportunities might become available before others. We will keep you informed about what we
know so that when opportunities become available, we will hopefully have volunteers ready to go.
Calling all Babysitters!
When the COVID-19 pandemic passes, we will start to resume our former activities and that may
mean that families with young children will be looking for a babysitter. Many families new to the
area might not have family or friends nearby to recommend someone. If you provide babysitting
services and would like to be on a list that we will make available to families, please email Elizabeth
Crummy, our Ministry Support Coordinator, with the following information: Name, Age/Grade,
Experience (prior babysitting experience and/or experience with siblings or nieces/nephews/cousins,
paid or volunteer work at a camp, etc.), Special Certificates or training (Babysitting certification
classes, CPR, First Aid), preferred ages to care for, and when available.
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ministry seeds
have been
planted and the sprouts are breaking ground. We
are bearing fruit. Soon to be released will be the
“Tear Soup” video workshop. Initially the workshop
focus was for visitation ministers walking as grief
companions. As the workshop developed, the
lessons of loss and resilience were abundant to our
journey through the valley of COVID 19.

Visitation Ministry

Kitty O’Meara says in it well in her poem “In the
Time of Pandemic” (WI State Journal, Sunday Best,
May 10, 2020)

In the Time of Pandemic
And the people stayed home
And they read books, and listened, and rested, and
exercised, and made art, and played games, and
learned new ways of being, and were still.
And they listened more deeply. Some meditated, and
some prayed, some danced. Some met their
shadows. And the people began to think differently.
And the people healed.
And, in the absences of people living in ignorant,
dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth
began to heal.
And when the danger passed, and the people joined
together again, they grieved their losses and made
new choices, and dreamed new images, and created
new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had
been healed.
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Dinner Groups to Begin in Fall (Maybe)
If the social distancing restrictions
necessitated by the pandemic ease before fall
so that small gatherings can resume, please
consider participating in Bread Breakers.
Messiah will follow guidelines set forth by the
Badger Bounce Back Plan.
Bread Breakers is an opportunity for groups
of 6-8 adults to host each other for a meal
and conversation at their homes over a period
of months, with new groups formed each Fall.
The host provides the main dish and
beverages, while others contribute something
such as appetizer, salad, side dish or dessert
as requested by their host. This activity is for
adult members of Messiah, singles and
couples alike.
Walt and Barb Herrod will coordinate Bread
Breakers. They have participated in Sinners’
Dinners since arriving at Messiah and feel it’s
been a terrific opportunity to get acquainted
with others in a very special way. They are
renaming the concept (originated by Jim
Stolzenburg) and will call it Bread Breakers
going forward.

When it becomes clear gatherings can
resume, a sign-up sheet will appear on the
The “Tear Soup” video will be available on the
kiosk, and you can also contact Barb and Walt
Messiah website mid June. Late summer, when it is
at 608-318-2129 or by email at
safer to gather in groups, Messiah will offer
bwhfam@gmail.com to indicate you want to
workshops for “opening space” as visitation
participate. The information needed from you
ministers. Pastor Mark and Dawn Olson will also be
meeting with our visitation ministers individually. Our is: name of adults participating, street address,
phone number(s), email, and which service
purpose is to match the gifts of holy hospitality in
our visitation ministry.
you usually attend. If
you would like more
Messiah was blessed with a number of people
specific details about
stepping forward in the initial call for visitation
how Bread Breakers
ministry for holy communion service, companions
works, contact the
with the grieving and/or new members. If you have
coordinators at any
interest in joining in visitation ministry, please call
the church office for more information.
time.

Adult Senior Ministry (SAM)
Milk Pail Bunch Overflows with Success
Back in April, a mission outreach program was
initiated to allow Messiah SAM folks to make a
difference during the pandemic while
quarantining at home. It is called the Milk Pail
Bunch and the mission is to work on getting
milk into a high-need neighborhood while the
schools are closed. Donations started pouring
in late April. To date SAM members have
contributed over $1,100 for milk for the
Sandburg Neighborhood Food Pantry. Every
Friday at 11:00 DC, Nancy, Kelli, and I head up
to the Sassy Cow Creamery, pack the milk, and
head to the Sandburg
Neighborhood Food
Pantry where it is
quickly distributed to
families waiting in
line. The past few
weeks have seen
more than 500 family
members benefiting
from the pantry
offerings.
Mallards Baseball Game Still Undecided
As of mid-May, we are still waiting for a
statement from the Northwoods League and
the Madison Mallards as to whether or not
there will be baseball in Madison this summer.
Right now, we hold seats for the July 23 game.
The latest from the Mallards office is that
games scheduled
for July and later
still could be
played. We hope
to hear the status
of Mallards
baseball this
summer by the end
of May.
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Lake Geneva Tour Rescheduled
The June 18, 2020 tour to Lake Geneva has
been changed to
June 23, 2021. All
vendors have been
contacted and
have agreed to
offer their 2020
price to us in 2021.
The 2020 tour was
sold out so this means everyone on the 2020
tour will have priority registration for the 2021
tour.
COVID-19 Continues to Change Plans
Due to the risks of COVID-19, there will NOT
be a SAM fall color tour this year. Hopefully the
fall color tour will return in 2021. The fall SAM
monthly luncheons are also being reviewed.
There will most likely be a new look for the
SAM luncheons come the fall season.

Welcome New Members:
Charles (Chip) Lewison &
Debra Sime-Lewison
Glenn & Carol Schmidt
We hope to get to meet you
very soon once the
pandemic orders are lifted.
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Streamed Worship Schedule

R5N3G4 S5G`AB5 R5a35HN5J

Saturdays
5:00 IC Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 DC Worship Service
10:00 DC Worship Service
You can watch services
anytime from the “Recent
Sermons” on our website.

Treasurer’s Report
Team 8 June 6
*Mike Weiland
Scott Ellingboe
Jeff Misfelt
.
Team 9 June 13
*Kim Dietzman
Fred Anderson
Kelli Weisinger
Kyle Weisinger
Team 10 June 20
*Tim O’Brien
Mike Nelson
Lamont Liefke

Team 11 June 27
*Terry Rieck
Howie Hanold
Jerry Meysembourg

* Indicates Team
Captain

Thank You to
our gardening
crew for our
summer
plantings!

We are 20 weeks into the calendar year and Pledged
Revenue received to date is $210,300 compared to
the budget of $209,900 so we are $400 ahead of the
budget. General Fund Expenses through April were
$180,800 compared to the budget of $189,000, so we
are $8,200 under budget.
On April 17, 2020 we received the proceeds from the
Paycheck Protection Program, $50,500. These
proceeds have allowed Messiah to continue to keep
all staff on payroll with no reductions. To turn these
funds from a loan into a forgiven loan Messiah must
continue to keep all staff on payroll and spend at
least 75 percent of those proceeds on payroll costs.
Throughout the month of April staff members have
been meeting with the architects at Angus Young
finalizing bid specifications. These specifications went
to two contractors and we are expecting finalized bids
by June 1.

