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The Archbishop Desmond Tutu is a proponent of the concept Ubuntu.
This word comes from the Zulu language. Ubuntu means humanity.
Desmond Tutu often translated it as I am because we are. I love that! It
was Desmond’s belief in a universal bond of sharing that connects all
humanity. He once said: Ubuntu is the essence of being a person. It
means we are people through other people. It means that we cannot be
fully human alone. We are made for interdependence; we are made for
family. When you have ‘Ubuntu’ you embrace others. You are generous,
compassionate and forgiving. Desmond Tutu believes that if the world had
more Ubuntu there would be no more war. The powerful would lift up
the weak. With Ubuntu there would be peace on earth.
I wonder if during this quarantine, this sheltering in place we might not
be learning Ubuntu? Isn’t our human connectedness what we are
missing most in this time of solitude? Are we not learning that there is
no I am without we are?
I recently read an article by Steve Goodier on
his blog Life Support System. He writes of this
interconnectedness, Ubuntu. Steve shared a
story of World War I.
In 1918 several British and American ships
were transporting Prisoners of War when news
came of the Armistice, the end of World War I.
Almost overnight the ships suddenly became
joyful transports bringing American soldiers
home. One of the ships, the Mauretania
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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returned to New York Harbor on December 30th carrying
over 3,700 soldiers, 237 injured and ill, hundreds of
civilians returning home, and nearly 500 German Prisoners
of War.
The Mauretania had on board a group of musicians
named The Glee Singers. On Christmas Day five days
earlier they had entertained the troops during a dinner of
turkey and stuffing. Now as they were anchored awaiting
docking instructions in New York Harbor, within sight of
the Statue of Liberty someone asked the captain for
permission to sing to the prisoners who were certainly as
homesick and lonely as the passengers. Permission was
granted and the Glee Singers made their way to the lower
hold where the prisoners were held. The Glee Singers
began with Silent Night, that terrific German carol.
Within seconds of the beginning of the carol, a deafening
clatter shook the ship’s hold. Hundreds of German men
had crowded the tiny windows in order to better see and
hear the Glee Singers. Tears streamed unashamedly down
the prisoner’s faces. At that moment everyone
experienced the universal truth – that at the core of our
being all people everywhere are one. They experienced
Ubuntu.
This feeling of Ubuntu doesn’t just happen says Desmond
Tutu. It must be exercised and acted upon, especially on
those with whom we disagree. Even as we are separated
from one another, the anger and division hasn’t magically
dissipated – in some ways it grows in our anxiety.
Archbishop Tutu invites us to put ourselves in our
enemy’s shoes (like the Glee Singers who sang to POWs)
and to ask: Why are they acting like they do? What are the
values they are trying to uphold? What are their fears and
concerns? How can I engage without demeaning them?
Can I see them as a fellow travelers on this planet? Do they
have children, spouses, friends who love them and who
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they love? Do they not see the same sunset that I see? Breathe the same air that I breathe?
Long for the same peace that I do? Archbishop Tutu says that Ubuntu begins in our own
hearts and only then extends to the hearts beyond. This is hard work for sure! This is the
work of the gospel. This is the work of Jesus!
As the Archbishop reminds us: We are made for goodness. We
are made for love. We are made for friendliness. We are made for
togetherness. We are made for all of the beautiful things that you
and I know. We are made to tell the world that there are no
outsiders. All are welcome: black, white, red, yellow, rich, poor,
educated, not educated, male, female, gay, straight, all, all, all. We
all belong to this family, this human family, God’s family.
This is Ubuntu!

Past

Jef

C:/,8*12’' &28 F&</,7 M/2/'(*7 | 3 years-4th Grade
Elizabeth Crummy, Children’s and Family Ministry Coordinator
Cell # 608-235-6910 Email: familyministry@messiahchurch.com
Due to the coronavirus Sunday School is
cancelled through May and First
Communion will take place in the fall.

Do you have a gift for working with children
and enjoy teaching our young Christians in
their faith development? Each year we are in
need of Sunday School teachers and
assistants. This could be your special calling.
If you would like to know more about
Messiah’s Sunday School program, please
contact Elizabeth Crummy at 608-235-6910
or familyministry@messiahchurch.com.

gone when needed and lessons carry on with
the other teachers. We also have a team of
substitutes who are ready to serve, so it is a
very flexible commitment.

You do not have to be an experienced
teacher to be successful at this ministry.
Elizabeth will train you and she maps out the
weekly Bible stories and you have a list of
activities to choose from. You can create
your own if you like.
About eight of the
Sundays are special
events and you only
Generally speaking, Sunday School meets 28 need to attend and
Sundays between September and late April/ everything is
prepared.
early May. We have 7 groups: 3 years, 4
years and then K-4th grades. Each group has
2 or more teachers and while they often
teach together, sometimes they choose to
alternate weeks and/or they can easily be
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Prayer Shawl Gathering►
Until further notice, we will not be holding the monthly prayer shawl gatherings. For
questions, contact Kathy Digman, Digman.km@gmail.com.
Second Saturday Soda & Sangria►
Due to the COVID-19 Safer at Home restriction we will not be holding
Second Saturday Soda & Sangria until fall. Thank you to Jim and Elaine
McNeil for being wonderful hosts each month!

Social Outreach Ministry
The Road Home Wish List►
Diapers/Pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning Supplies
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Feminine hygiene products
Hair-care products for African-American hair
Gifts cards for gas and groceries

Jail Ministry►
Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames, high &
low strengths

Clear Soda Bottles►
We continue to collect clear 16.9 oz. soda bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to be filled with
laundry soap. Please place them in the separate plastic bin in the collection area. Please be sure they
are rinsed and dry. If you would like to donate liquid laundry detergent for filling them, please drop it
off at church.

Dignity Project:►
According to UNICEF, 1 in 10 school girls in Africa miss class or drop out of school due to their
menstrual cycle. They lack supplies and facilities to change or disposal of pads. Our Social Outreach
Ministry is taking on a simple sewing project to provide pads, and panties (girls sizes 14, 16 and
small adult sizes ) for these young girls and they need your help.
Check the kiosk or call the office (608-222-3833) for more information and sewing instructions. Even
if you don’t sew, consider donating a pack of underwear. Messiah will ship the products to Little
Dresses for Africa. Completed projects can be dropped in the bin by the collection area by May 15th
for the next mailing.

Thank you to our dedicated Social Outreach Ministry Members and
Messiah Members for Supporting All These Wonderful Projects!

Messiah-Gunderson Red Cross Blood Drive
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Several weeks ago we did not know if we would be able to have our Messiah –
Gunderson Red Cross Blood Drive due to the coronavirus pandemic. Pastor Jeff
gave us the go ahead and here are the results.
We had a goal of 45 units of blood and we collected
55. Fifty-five patients, whom we will never have the
opportunity to meet, will receive this lifesaving gift.
The drive was not an easy undertaking because we
had protocols that we needed to follow to keep the
donors and the volunteers safe. Many of the donors commented on how seamless
the process was, and they were pleased that they did not have to wait for long
periods of time to donate. We had a very limited number of volunteers, but those
volunteers came through and did the work that people half their age would not
have been able to accomplish.
I would like to thank Denise and Steve Cheramy, Lynn Brandt, Wendy Koch, Jim
Alsmo, Diane Iverson and Keith Schlesinger for their hard work and dedication.
Thank you to Holly and Clyde Tunak for helping prepare for the drive. A special
thank you to Martha Paton who was instrumental in recruiting donors from
Gunderson Funeral Home. Thank you to all who donated blood, volunteered time,
gift certificates, and to all who donated food. There was one woman who said she
felt sad that she was unable to donate blood, but she was able to donate food. God
Bless that woman and every person who contributed to our drive in their own
special way during this difficult time.
“We can do no great things – only small things with great love.”
Mother Teresa
Janet Alfonso, Volunteer Blood Program Leader
Winners of the door prizes were as follows: Nailhouse Rock – Pedicure – Sara
Barkenhagen; Janell Hair Designs – Shampoo, Haircut & Style – Jeff Vanden Heuvel;
Cottage Café – Gift certificate – Kristen Schultz; Maple Tree Supper Club – Gift
Certificate – Alice Brott; Chili’s Restaurant – Gift Certificate – Samantha Rinehart;
Food Fight – Gift Certificate- Barb Herrod; Metro Market – Gift Certificate – Jim
Weber; Olive Garden Restaurant – Gift Certificate – Karen Dilley. Thank you to Jim
Alsmo for collecting the certificates, and to the businesses and the donors who
provided the gift certificates.

Pastoral & Spiritual Care
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Dear friends and family,
There is something very special at Messiah when 40-50 people step up and say, “Yes,” to
serving as visitation ministers! Dawn Olson and I are elated to continue training and
coordinating new teams when the “safer at home” order is lifted. Your willingness to love
others who are going through transitions is a gift that will keep on giving.
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and
the greatest of these is love. I Cor. 13
These words stir a memory during an evening in Door County with Peggy at a romantic
restaurant in Sister Bay. When we were enjoying a glass of wine while the sun was setting
over the harbor, we noticed the couple next to us. They were
wrapped in a very passionate conversation in the candle
light. Then the young man got out of his chair, knelt down
on one knee mentioning how much he loved her and
wanted to spend the rest of his life with her. He placed a
beautiful ring on her finger and proposed. Through tears
mixed with laughter she said, “Yes!” The proposal prompted
a recollection of my proposal in the parking lot of a Dairy Queen. (I could have taken a
lesson from the young man in Door County!) Their tender moment transformed our
evening into reminiscing about our engagement and promises of love to one another.
Easter is about new life breaking into our ordinary lives with a proposal and
transformation. Tucked inside the Easter story is God’s reminder of how much we are
loved and how we are invited to spend the rest of our lives with God!
Every visitation minister will have the opportunity to share the gift of Easter, with those
they visit, whether they are serving Holy Communion, companioning the grieving and/or
welcoming others to our community of Messiah. This moment of saying “yes” connects
others to Christ and provides the opportunity to remind the people we visit that God will
always be with us no matter what may happens in our ordinary lives, particularly this time
of COVID-19. This is simply extraordinary because God’s word and promise will never pass
away! Thanks be to God!
I ponder, God saying “Yes” to life this Easter season…with you for a new day.

Pastor Mark
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not yet been scheduled. However, the cruise line
and the restaurant will honor our 2020 prices in
2021, which is good news. I still have a few more
vendors to contact regarding the cancellation.
Due to the coronavirus let’s look at cancellations.
All of our speakers and entertainers have been
very understanding. I am rebooking many of
them when we start up the new 2020-2021 SAM
season in the fall. Yes, the May 27th SAM potluck
is cancelled.

What this all means is that if you paid for the
Lake Geneva trip, we will be refunding your
money in the next few weeks. In addition, the
2020 tour participants will be given first chance
to sign up for the same tour that will be offered
in June 2021.

At present, I am working with all of the Lake
Geneva vendors to cancel our June 18th trip. As
we all watch the news reports on the virus, it is
clear that it would not be a good idea to fill up a
motor coach in June and head to Lake Geneva
for the day. The Lake Geneva trip will be
rescheduled for June 2021. The specific date has

Finally, yes there is a Messiah Night at the Duck
Pond in July. I don’t even want to think about
that right now. First comes the refunds for the
Mary Poppins play and the Lake Geneva tour.
Thank you all for your patience.

K i

Treasurer’s Report
The Pledge Revenue received through the first three months of 2020 was $136,900 compared to the
budget of $136,300 so we are $600 ahead of the budget. General Fund expenses for the first three
months were $123,500 compared to the budget of $144,200, so we are $20,700 under budget.
During Lent 2020 collections were $40,600 compared to collections during Lent 2019 of $50,000.
This $10,000 difference was $18,000 a week earlier and one reason for the closing of the gap was a
combined $12,000 that came in from two donors.
This led me to apply for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) administered by the Small Business
Administration. This program is a loan program that will convert to a grant program if the recipient
continues to keep all staff on payroll at the same expenditure level. I fully expect this will be a grant
for Messiah. The benefits of the program are 10 weeks of paycheck protection coverage. The ELCA
produce a short video explaining the program for member churches, https://vimeo.com/405954210.
Please contact Tim Coulthart if you have any questions at 608-222-0503 or
timc@messiahchurch.com.
Thank you to all those families that have changed the way they are giving by dropping off or
mailing their donation, or by making an online donation.
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 OJ Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 6J Worship Service
9:30 6J Sunday School
10:30 6J Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 6J for ages
infant to 6 years old

Thank you from the Tunak’s
Team 3 – May 2
*Don Deutscher
Tom Rendall
Dan Weber
Team 4 – May 9
*Tim Martinson
Glenn Schmitz
Lloyd Mennenga
Team 5 – May 16
Clyde Tunak
Holly Tunak
Pat Krebs

Team 6 – May 23
*Clyde Nyhus
Charlie Eastman
Keith Schlesinger
Team 7 – May 30
*Paul Hoel
Kay Hoel
Don Chisman
* Indicates Team
Captain

What a blessing all our Messiah family is to
us following a car accident on March 29th.
As many of you have experienced, life
changes in a moment and you better be
ready with prayer, patience and the love of
friends and family to get through it. We
have been so blessed by the outpouring of
cards, emails, phone calls and prayers to
encourage us in our recovery.
Right now Clyde is about 95% back to
normal. I have got a way to go with healing
a fractured sternum and vertebrae, but time
and a lot of prayer will heal these fractures.
Thank you again for your love and prayers!

Clyde & Holly

