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Where There is God, There is Growth,
and Strength, and Life
There is a simple story entitled, The Experiment.
It reminded me why the church celebrates the
Season of Lent. Lent too, for a Christian is The
Experiment.
A young boy was having trouble in school. The
subjects were difficult, and getting out of bed to
face the day was hard. There were bullies to be faced and he was
entering his teenage years filled with self-doubt and anxieties. Why is life
so tough grandpa? asked the boy one day. You know something, replied
the grandfather, I don’t want to depress you, but it doesn’t get any easier
as you age! Life can be tough for sure. Rather than giving the boy a long
explanation on the verities of life, the grandfather changed the subject
and suggested that they do an experiment. And the boy agreed.
They went to the makeshift greenhouse in the backyard where two
saplings were waiting to be planted. The grandfather said: We’ll plant
this one in the back corner of the yard. It will get pretty good sun there,
and we’ll water it and fertilize it, but mostly we’ll leave it to the care of
Mother Nature. Then the grandfather picked up the other sapling. Now
this one we will plant in that large clay pot. We’ll keep it safe here in the
greenhouse and make sure it always has plenty of fertilizer and water.
We’ll shelter it from the cruel winds and storms and put a grow light on it.
When they were finished planting the two saplings, the grandfather
turned to his grandson and asked: Which sapling do you think will be
more successful growing into its full potential? The boy thought for a
Continues on page 2
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minute then replied: This indoor tree. It’s too scary being
outside all the time. The grandfather replied: We’ll see.
That’s the experiment.’
During visits and holidays, the boy made sure to check on
the progress of each tree. When a winter storm dumped
several inches of snow in the area, the boy was convinced
that the outside tree would not be able to make it
through the season. Once the snow had melted and the
springtime arrived, the boy was surprised to find the
sapling growing and thriving in the corner of the yard. He
was also even more surprised to find that its counterpart
in the greenhouse wasn’t as big. He watched the
phenomenon continue through the summer and into the
following spring.
The boy said to his grandfather one day: I don’t
understand how the tree in the yard is growing so much
better – it’s taller, thicker and stronger. It has to deal with
the wind, rain, snow and cold. The grandfather spoke with
a kindness and a wisdom that came with age: “Maybe all
of the things that seem harsh or challenging – perhaps they
helped the tree in the corner of the yard establish roots.
You asked me long ago why life is so tough. I don’t know
but I know this. You are like the tree in the yard. Face your
challenges each day and every challenge will help you
grow.” And the boy learned a great lesson from his
Grandfather and The Experiment.
I think all of us would agree with the lesson of this story.
As much as we long for a world without cares, in fact, we
have grown the most in challenging times, in the harsh
and cruel moments, and on those days when we were
barely hanging on. It is in the tough times when we grow
roots and grow strong.
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This is the essence of the season of Lent. Every Lent is a kind of Experiment in spirituality.
During this season we read about people struggling through tough times. Jesus is in the
desert wrestling with temptations; Bartimaeus, a man blind from birth, is struggling in
darkness; the Samaritan Woman at the Well is struggling with loneliness; Martha and Mary
are standing at the grave of Lazarus and struggling with death and loss. Each of these
great Lenten stories is a sort of Experiment, a remembrance that the struggle, whatever the
struggle, always leads us back to God - and where there is God, there is growth, and
strength, and life!
We all know this, don’t we? We do not grow in the easy times of life – No – real growth
happens in the tough times. Everyone in this congregation struggles with something. In
this Season of Lent, we are tempted like that boy in the story to ask: Why? Why me? Why
now? Perhaps rather than asking why, fight on and survive the tough times. Go and embrace
the moments when you feel like that little sapling beaten by the cold and snow. Get up
every day and hang on even when you feel like you’re at the end of your rope. Never give
up, for here in the struggle is where we will grow. This Lenten journey, this experiment will
lead us back to God - and where there is God, there is growth, and strength, and life!

Past

Jef

Our Messiah Family Has Grown!
New Members

Through Holy Baptism

Shirley Brom
Robbi Duffy
Bill & Sharon Winburn

Sophia Louise Davis

Sean & Betsy LaMore
Children: Alexis & Addison

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your New Church Home!

Daughter of:
Jeff & Carly Davis
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We are six weeks into the year and the Pledged Revenue received to date is $77,600
compared to the budget of $63,000, so we are $14,600 ahead of the budget. At the end
of January the General Fund expenses were $40,300 compared to the budget of $48,100,
so we are under budget by $7,800.
At the February Council meeting, we discussed the results of the
January Congregational meeting on the budget. One take away
that the Council would like to convey is that the two projects not
being completed in 2020, solar panels and sanctuary expansion,
are not being dismissed from future consideration. There will be
continued monitoring of the solar panel industry and ways to fund
the solar panels. We will continue to monitor the attendance at all
three services and other events to determine the feasibility of an
expansion.

Tim Coulthart
Business Manager and
Treasurer
Home phone: 608-222-0503
Email: timc@messiahchurch.com

Social Outreach Ministry
The Road Home Wish List►
Diapers/Pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning Supplies
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Feminine hygiene products
Hair-care products for African-American hair
Gifts cards for gas and groceries

Jail Ministry►
Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames, high &
low strengths

Social Outreach Ministry is working with the Sunday School children, and will be collecting the
following items for Easter bags for Messiah’s shut-ins. Small Kleenex tissues, small lotions &
toiletries, note cards, playing cards, lip balm and Easter candy
We will need them by Sunday, March 15. Please place them in The Road Home’s bin in the
area before the Community Room.

Clear Soda Bottles►
We are also collecting clear 16.9 oz. soda bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to be filled with
laundry soap. Please place them in the separate plastic bin in the collection area. Please be sure they
are rinsed and dry.

The Food Pantry No Longer Needs Egg Cartons.
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Save the date - April 2nd from 1 to 6
, for our next
Messiah – Gunderson Red Cross Blood Drive
We will have only one drive this year so our goal will increase from 35 to 45 donations.
Please remember you can donate whole blood every 56 days and Power Red (double donation) every 112 days.
Everyone who donated blood at our two previous drives will be in a Red Cross data base
and will receive an email invitation to donate April 2nd here at Messiah. If you have not donated here during our past two drives you can call 1-800-733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor code: Messiahlutheranmdsn. You can also sign up at
church in March, or call Janet Alfonso at 221-1040 or alfonso_janet@yahoo.com and
she will help you sign up. It’s important to sign up early so that you can get the time that
you want. Usually, the first hours (from 1 to 3 pm) go very quickly.
Denise Cheramy will be the volunteer coordinator and can be reached at 222-0988 or
nisie7575@gmail.com. There will be two sign-up sheets for volunteers in the church entrance. One is for donations of refreshments for the donors during the drive. During our
last two drives cheese and crackers, fruit, and baked items like cookies, brownies, and bars
were greatly appreciated. We will also need ice for the coolers this year. The other volunteer sheet is for those who are able to assist with helping with registration, assisting donors, setting up refreshments, and taking down tables after the drive. There will be mini
shifts of 3 hours and shifts for the entire 6 hour drive.
We will once again be drawing names for gift certificates for those who donate blood. If you would like to
donate a gift certificate for our drive, please contact Jim
Alsmo at 226-0869 or d_alsmo@yahoo.com.

Kennedy Connections►
Each year Kennedy School hosts “Take your
Grown Up To School Day.” The purpose is to
have adults available for students who can’t
have a family member with them that day. The
date is Thursday, March 12 with one hour
shifts available. Check the kiosk for more
information and to sign up.

Pastoral & Spiritual Care
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I notice and I wonder…
God has given us the gift of being able to notice and wonder. We human beings have been
given this gift to notice, to reflect, to wonder forward and to connect an awareness of the
Holy One. When my precious granddaughter Avery was two years
old there was this moment – while I was listening to my brother tell a
story. She simply wanted me to notice her, so she took my face in
her hands and locked her eyes with mine saying, “Papa, wook at me;
Papa wook at me!” When a child cups your face in their hands what
they want is for you to have “fresh eyes” to take a long loving look at
them with amazement. You see this is the secret of being “Papa” –
with each grandchild you have “new eyes.” My grandchildren are nothing but radically
amazing.
Abraham Heschel was the first to coin this phrase “Radical Amazement” in a reflection – he
wrote, “Our goal should be to live life in radical amazement.... get up in the morning and look
at the world in a way that takes nothing for granted. Everything is phenomenal; everything is
incredible; never treat life casually. To be spiritual is to be amazed.”
The month of February has been radically amazing, you see I am visiting all the homebound with Holy Communion and holding their sacred stories with deep respect. We have
noticed and recorded all the people at Messiah that are homebound or limited due to an
illness. Alongside of these visits I have been noticing and calling each family that has lost a
loved one this past year. While listening we are noting what is most helpful for those who
are redefining themselves without a loved one.
Holding space with each of these families is giving me “new eyes” into the wonderful
presence of God at work in Messiah. It is helpful to hold these sacred stories before
entrusting them into the hands of the visitation ministry. Working with Dawn Olson is a gift
of collaboration as we build a wonderful visitation and grief ministry with others. This is an
evolving process and it takes a season of listening, noticing and wondering…
Later in Spring, we would like to continue the training of those interested in walking with
these radically amazing people. We will learn together how to practice hospitality while
sharing Holy Communion or simply listening to their stories. Together we will lean into the
curiosity of God with new eyes.
I am grateful for the opportunity to serve together with you!
Mark – Pastor of Pastoral and Spiritual Care
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A Book Study for Men and Women ►

Prayer Shawl Gathering►

The March study will be Sunday, March 29 at
9:30 +? in the Social Hall. The featured
book will be There is Balm in Huntsville, by T.
Carlos Anderson, an ELCA
pastor. This is a true account
of a 19 year old boy who
killed two other teens in a
car crash. He and the victim’s
families face each other
through victim offender
dialogues and they discover
restorative justice.

The next gathering is Monday, March 23 at
6:00 3?, and meets in the Gathering Space
at Messiah. If you knit or crochet, please join
us. For questions, contact Kathy Digman,
Digman.km@gmail.com.

Sign up on the kiosk by March 15th if you
want to purchase the book through the
church. Cost is $10, checks payable to
Messiah. For more information contact
Paula Kedzie at (608) 240-0645 or email:
paula@kedzie.info.

Theresians Groups Forming►
Theresians is a national Christian women’s
organization with a focus on five dimensions:
Spirituality, Vocation, Education, Community
and Ministry. It is “Women in Support of
Women, Reaching out with Gospel Values.”
Women of all ages are encouraged to
participate. We have enough women
interested to begin a day time group and
need a few more to support an evening
group. To learn more contact Gail Schneider,
gmschneider2@outlook.com or 563-5993575.

Second Saturday Soda & Sangria
Please stay following the
Saturday service for
soda, sangria and snacks
at 6:00 9: on March 14.
Brass Knuckles Quintet with
Percussion will be back to entertain
us as part of Second Saturday Soda &
Sangria!
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Getting Your House In Order►
►
Recently Messiah provided members with a
funeral planning packet that many of you
requested and started the planning process.
Good for you and what a gift this is to your
family! It’s something that is often put off
but when the time comes, it can make the
planning so much easier if your family knows
your wishes.
Next Messiah is offering two sessions on Advanced Care Planning. Have you had that
conversation?
Advance Care Planning is more than just creating a power of attorney for health care
document, it's about having the conversation with your loved ones. What kind of care
would you want if you experienced a sudden
illness, accident or injury? What is important
to you if you are ever ill and unable to communicate with your family and friends? In
Wisconsin, it is particularly important for
each of us to think about these things and
make our wishes and preferences known, as
the laws here can restrict our relatives from
making those decisions for us. We all know
it's important to think about these things
and write them down, yet many of us put
this off.

Turn Your Clock
Ahead for

March 8

An Opportunity to Serve►
It may be winter in Wisconsin but we look
forward to warmer temperatures and lawn
mowing vs. shoveling show. Mowing Teams will
be forming in March. If you are interested in
helping keep the grounds of Messiah well
groomed, contact Clyde Tunak (608-206-3479)
or messiahbuilding@messiahchurch.com to get
your name on a mowing team.

Join us on March 29 or April 19 at 9:30 -m
in the Social Hall when Messiah member,
Jamie Guerrettaz, a social worker with a
health care system in Madison, will share inTeams are usually scheduled about two times
formation with us.
per summer. A training session will be held in
In the coming months we will provide more April for new mowers and those who want a
resources to plan and make informed deci- review of the equipment. This is a great way to
meet other Messiah members!
sions about end of life topics.
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C>41=/67’, +7= F+?41< M474,-/< | 3 years-4th Grade
Elizabeth Crummy, Children’s and Family Ministry Coordinator
Cell # 608-235-6910
Email: familyministry@messiahchurch.com

First Communion Classes and Celebrations► First Communion Instruction is scheduled for
March 1 & 8, April 26, May 3 during Sunday School. An adult is required to attend April 26
and May 3. First Communion dates are: Saturday, May 16 at 5:00 C? Liturgy OR Sunday,
May 17 at 10:30 ,? Liturgy. There are many different spring breaks, so
we planned the First Communion dates around the breaks we know of.
Also 2nd grade families (& older children) who have not yet received
First Communion may also attend the preparation events and one of the
First Communion Celebrations.
► The children will be learning about Easter with a special
project hosted by Teresa Palumbo from YOW and also making Easter baskets for families
who shop at St. Stephen's Food Pantry and Easter Bags for people who receive communion
at a home visit.
March 22 Special Program

► We invite Sunday School families to participate in two projects to help
those in need. The first is saving small change in Global Barnyard banks. The funds collected
will help buy farm animals for families in developing countries through the ELCA’s Good
Gifts/ Global Barnyard project. The second is the donation of gently used kids clothing for
Kennedy School. The final collection date is Sunday, April 5th.
Lent Collections

No Sunday School on March 29th

Thank you to everyone who helped
with the February 9th STREAM event!
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Y.5-> +7= F+?41< M474,-/< | 5th-12th Grade
Teresa Palumbo, Youth Ministry Coordinator

Text to: 608-279-7460, Email: youth@messiahchurch.com

YOW LENT SCHEDULE: VERY IMPORTANT►

During Lent, the Messiah community comes together to share in soup suppers and
a brief worship service. As these activities coincide with YOW, the students will
participate in special Lenten activities, table talk sessions during soup supper, and
worship from 6-7:30 C?.
Youth will gather in the community room at 6:00 C? for activities focused on the
Lenten theme of "Tree of Life" followed by soup supper at 6:30 p.m. and worship at
7:00 C?.
Youth will be given a LENT Passport and assigned a table for the soup supper each
week. An adult mentor will join the youth for dinner and lead an informal discussion
between 6:30-7:00 C?. At 7:00 C? YOW students will move upstairs and participate
in the Lenten worship service. The adult mentor will stamp the youth’s passports on
each Wednesday. All youth with at least 3 out of the 4 Wednesdays stamped will be
eligible to attend an outing at Dave & Buster's.
YOW LENT DATES: Wednesday, March 4, 11, 18. Special Easter basket prep for
the local food pantries on Wednesday, March 25.
NO YOW on April 1 or April 8.

Women’s Retreat
Women of Messiah put Saturday, April 25th from 9:00-2:00 3? on your calendar
for a Retreat at Messiah! Speaker and author Rev. Holly Whitcomb will be our retreat leader.
The topic of our day is “The Practice of Finding” based on Holly’s
latest book. Invite a friend or a family member. Plan now to relax,
revitalize and get inspired! Watch for more information in future
bulletins and on the kiosk.
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us a great afternoon of sing along tunes.
So, don’t eat too much so you are ready
to sing. Bring a dish to pass and your
tableware.
Ladies Lunch Bunch►
►
The next gathering is scheduled for
Wednesday, March 11 at the Olive
Garden, near East Towne Mall. The limit
is 24 people. Sign up on the kiosk in the
Gathering Space. For questions contact
Janet Alfonso, (608) 221-1040 or email:
alfonso_janet@yahoo.com.
It’s Tune Up Time for MAUI at the
March SAM Luncheon►
►

No, the SAM summer tour is not headed

to Hawaii. Instead, MAUI is coming to
SAM on March 25th!! MAUI is the
Madison Area Ukulele Initiative and they
will perform for us after our potluck
luncheon.
Warm up your vocal cords as this is a
sing along. We will have the lyrics
available for you. We are expecting 1015 musicians to perform. They promise

Hello Summer Tour Cruises into
►
Southeastern Wisconsin►
Now that you got your vocal cords tuned
up, it is time to start practicing the long
jump again—just like you did at your
high school track. Why? Because on
Thursday, June 18th, we will be aboard
the USS Walworth on Lake Geneva. We
have reservations on the mail boat tour
which delivers the mail to the homes on
the lake. The tour is 2 ½ hours. Just in
case a mail runner is repositioned into
the water, they are always looking for
someone to take over and leap onto the
docks. Is that you? Other parts of the
tour are in development. For now, mark
June 18th on your calendar. You will
warm up just thinking about that nice
summer day on the lake.

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Saturdays
5:00 C? Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 ,? Worship Service
9:30 ,? Sunday School
10:30 ,? Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 ,? for ages
infant to 6 years old

Join Us Each Week
During Lent
S up Supper at 6 00 P
W rship at 7 00 P
If you can help supply soup or bread,
please sign up on the kiosk. Typically we
ask each volunteer to make 10 quarts of
soup or supply 4 loaves of sliced bread.

i g Ahead W rship With Us
Maundy Thursday - April 9 at 7:00 pm
Good Friday - April 10 at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Easter Vigil - April 11 at 5:00 pm
Celebration of Easter
- April 12, 8:15 & 10:30 am

April 12, 9:00–10:00 +?

Enjoy breakfast with family and friends! Breakfast will be served buffet style in the Social Hall
and will include tasty sausages and bacon,
cheesy hash browns, fruit salad, bagels, and
Greenbush donuts. Cost is $5 per person and
kids 4 and under are free.
Easter breakfast is hosted by the Messiah youth
programs. Proceeds benefit the summer mission
trip.
Please RSVP to attend breakfast and to donate
supplies for the breakfast on the sign-up sheets
on the kiosk. Donations need to be dropped off
to the church and placed in the kitchen no later
than Thursday, April 9.

