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First Words
“Good-bye retirement” and “Hello – People of
Messiah,” together we are in transition. You are
making a staffing shift – adding another part-time
pastor. For me there is only one dear friend
(maybe two) who could pull me from settling into
a very comfortable retirement–and that would be
Pastor Jeff.

I’m Mark Petersen. I have served six uniquely
different ELCA congregations for over thirty-eight
years. In 2016 I left parish ministry for two specialized ministries-renewal
pastor in the South-Central Synod of WI and spiritual guidance.
Before retiring last May, I just finished being one of the renewal pastors
within our synod (Faith Lutheran in Columbus) after serving 14 years as
lead pastor at Covenant in Stoughton WI, a large congregation with
several program and support staff. Before that I spent 17 years serving
Let me introduce some of the people in
my life that ﬁll my heart with love. On
my ﬁrst Sunday leading worship, I will
introduce the love of my life, Peggy.
Together we have two grown daughters, Jocelyn and Briana. We are
blessed with two amazing sons-in-law,
Kevin and Chris. Together, they have
birthed our four grandchildren, Avery,
Carson, Norah and Chloe. I will light up
talking about anyone of these gi*s of
God.
Continues on page 2
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St. Peter’s, a mid-size growing congregation in Sheboygan,
WI and began ordained ministry in a two-point parish
Luther Memorial in Gays Mills and Our Saviors in Soldiers
Grove. Each of these contextual settings provided a widerange of congregational experience.
After discerning the Messiah’s job description of pastoral/
spiritual care and working within the boundaries of
spiritual director, visitation pastor, and lay-visitor
developer, Peggy mentioned “Mark, this is in your
wheelhouse!” Visitation and grief ministry have been
central to my pastoral heart. The opportunity to train and
mentor others in the gifts of pastoral care at Messiah,
excites me. Additionally, to be of assistance with an
occasional liturgy or proclaiming the Good News is a
bonus and will give leadership a back-up.
I am also a spiritual director. This practice began five years
ago right here at Messiah, with the use of Pastor Jeff’s
office. I offer spiritual guidance with a compassionate and
calming presence for those who are open to explore their
inner wholeness and divine essence. Ultimately, to serve
alongside my dear friend and the talented staff within
Messiah is an honor and blessing. Both Peggy and I are
elated to be a part of this lively community.
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Our Messiah Family Has Grown!
Through Holy Baptism
New Members
Pastor Mark & Peggy Petersen
Marilea Anderson
Carol Schuch

Connor Brody Jeffers
Son of Jonathan & Molly
Tatum Carol Egger
Daughter of Justin & Kristin

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your New Church Home!
Sharing in Fellowship
until they are sold out. Just Bakery is a 12-week
educational and vocational training program that
works with individuals who are experiencing
Please stay following the
significant barriers to employment
Saturday
(homelessness, criminal conviction history, lack of
service for Soda, Sangria &
Treats at 6:00 %& on February education, and/or a lack of work history or skills)
and are learning baking skills. They have been
8th.
Mark your calendar for Saturday, March 14 when serving the Madison area since 2014.
Brass Knuckles Brass Quintet with Percussion will
be back to entertain us as part of Second
Altar Guild Meeting►
Saturday Soda & Sangria!
There will be a meeting of the Altar Guild on
Saturday, February 29 at 10:00 *? in the
Prayer Shawl Gathering►
Gathering Space. Those
interested in joining
Monday, February 24 at 3:00 2?, meets in
this ministry are
the Gathering Space at Messiah. If you knit or
welcome as well as
crochet, please join us. For questions, contact
current members.
Kathy Digman, Digman.km@gmail.com.
For more information
Just Bakery is Back►
about the Altar Guild
Just Bakery returns to Messiah in the Gathering
contact Lynn Adams,
Space for a sale of delicious breads and pastries 608-445-4577.
on Sunday, February 16th starting at 8:00 *?

Second Saturday Soda
►
& Sangria►

Treasurer’s Report
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We are four weeks into 2020 and the Pledged Revenue received to date is $56,100
compared to the budget for the same time period of $42,000, so we are $14,100
ahead of the budget.
The financial results for 2019 were very positive; we had a General Fund surplus of
$104,200.
At the Annual Congregational meeting on January 26th we voted
on a plan to disburse the General Fund surplus. The approved
proposal was 50 percent to local charities and 50 percent to the
Capital Projects Fund for future projects. We also approved the
2020 budget.
Thank you to everyone who attended the annual meeting. Your
input is important to the operation of Messiah.

Tim Coulthart
Business Manager
and Treasurer
Home phone: 608-222-0503
Email:
timc@messiahchurch.com

Community Visitation Ministry
As we move through winter, Visitation Ministry teams are forming in each ministry area-Community
Visitation, New Member, and Grief and Loss.
Pastor Jeff and Holly are leading the New Member team. The focus of this team is creating a
welcoming environment for new members at Messiah.
Pastor Mark Petersen joins Messiah as Pastor of Pastoral and Spiritual Care February 1. He will be
working with Pastor Jeff learning the visitation needs of Messiah and working on the development of
the Community Visitation Ministry team and the Grief and Loss Ministry team.
The main focus for Community Visitation Ministry is assuring our lay visitation ministers are well
prepared for their ministry with Messiah members in their homes. We will be getting to know each
other so we may match the gifts of the ministers with the needs of those visited. In the next few weeks,
the team will become familiar with the Community Visitation Ministry processes and resources.
The Grief and Loss Ministry team supports the Grief workshops which Janet Alfonso has worked to
schedule in spring and fall. The team will focus on development and coordination of additional
resources and programs for this ministry and the Community Visitation team.
Congregation referrals for Community Visitations are welcome and can be made by contacting the
church office. 608-222-3833 or email: ourchurch@messiahchurch.com. This is a great way for each
member of Messiah to participate in our Visitation Ministry.
We are looking forward to the blooming of our Visitation Ministry teams as we March towards spring.
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The next meeting of the Social Outreach Ministry will be Monday, February 10, at 6:00 2?
at Messiah. New members are always welcome!!

The Road Home Wish List►
Diapers/Pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning Supplies
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Feminine hygiene products
Hair-care products for African-American hair
Gifts cards for gas and groceries

Jail Ministry►
Softcover Bibles
Softcover Large Print Bibles
Recovery Resources
Reading Glasses – men’s and unisex frames, high &
low strengths

Kennedy School Collections►
Healthy Snacks: granola bars, goldfish crackers, pretzels, Watch sold by date.
Health Office needs: boys & girl’s underpants size 4T; boy’s belts; granola bars & saltine crackers;
feminine protection for young girls; hair, ties/combs; chewable ibuprofen & acetaminophen; dental
floss. They also need gently used winter clothing and boots/scarves/mittens

Clear Soda Bottles►
We are also collecting clear 16.9 oz. soda bottles for the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry to be filled with
laundry soap. Please place them in the separate plastic bin in the collection area. Please be sure they
are rinsed and dry.

Annual Meeting Results
At the Annual Congregational meeting on January 26th to approved the 2020 budget as
presented with the addition of $3,000 for tree maintenance. We also approved a plan to
disburse the General Fund surplus. The approved proposal was 50 percent to local charities and
50 percent to the Capital Projects Fund for future use.
We also voted on the projects identified in the Master Plan. The Master Plan took the results of
the Long Range Planning committee and identified construction costs for each item. The
approved projects and related costs were $480,000 for the remodeled basement, Awning$266,000, Additional Office Space-$18,000, Sprinkler system-$46,000 for a total of
$811,000. Using $400,000 of the $513,000 in the Capital Projects fund the amount needed to
finance would be $435,000. The plan would be to finance this for 7 years at a cost of $5,700 per
month. The congregation voted to not go forward with the sanctuary expansion or the solar
panels at this time.
Thank you to everyone who attended the annual meeting. Your input is important to the
operation of the church. Messiah continues to be blessed in the work we are doing in “our
neighborhood, our city and the world!”
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Y-4,> *6< F*?30; M363+,.; | 5th-12th Grade
Teresa Palumbo, Youth Ministry Coordinator

Text to: 608-279-7460, Email: youth@messiahchurch.com

Homeless Meal Preparation►
In February the Confirmation (grades 7-9) students will be preparing the meal Messiah serves at the
homeless shelter at Grace Episcopal Church. Students are expected to help on one of the two days
(Saturday, February 8 or Tuesday, February 11), with the most help needed on Tuesday, February
11th. Parents are encouraged to assist.

Summer Mission Trip►
The 2020 summer mission trip will be July 26-31 to Indianapolis, IN via YouthWorks. Youth in
grades 8-12 are encouraged to participate. This will be our second urban ministry experience. Over
the course of the week we will work with young children, the elderly, do home improvement projects
and work with a broad range of social service agencies. Please
contact Teresa if you are interested. Space is limited. The deadline to
register is March 1. Registration is available online along with more
details about the community we will be serving. The cost for the trip is
$150. Scholarships are available. To register, please go to https://
go.youthworks.com/trip-signup/345a228b-2b32-ea11-a810000d3a1917e5.
C>30<.56’+ *6< F*?30; M363+,.; | 3 years-4th Grade
Elizabeth Crummy, Children’s and Family Ministry Coordinator
Cell # 608-235-6910
Email: familyministry@messiahchurch.com

Calling all Scientists, Engineers, Techies, Mathematicians and Artists►
If you are middle school age and above looking for a short-term volunteer commitment, join us
during Sunday School on February 9 to help with our 4th ever STREAM (Science, Technology,
Religion, Engineering, Art and Math) event. We will be doing cool activities that revolve around the
story of The Transfiguration. The class is scheduled from 9:30-10:20 ;N, volunteers can arrive by 9:00
to see your activity. Help cleaning up past is always appreciated. Elizabeth will sign volunteer hour
forms if needed. Please email or call Elizabeth to volunteer.

Friday, February 21 6:30-8 PM is a Family Movie Night With YOW► The movie will be Frozen
2. Children feel free to come in pj’s with pillows and blankets. Treats will be served.

First Communion Classes and Celebrations► First Communion Instruction is scheduled for
February 23, March 1 & 8, April 26, May 3 during Sunday School. An adult is required to attend
February 23, April 26 and May 3. First Communion dates are: Saturday, May 16 at 5:00 RN Liturgy OR
Sunday, May 17 at 10:30 ;N Liturgy. Also 2nd grade families (& older children) who have not yet
received First Communion may also attend the preparation events and one of the First Communion
Celebrations.
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Second Harvest Food Bank Label
Project►
Our next labeling day at SHFB is
February 21. There is only one spot left!
Can you claim it? The next after that is
March 20. If you would like to sign up,
please send an email to adultministry@
messiahchurch.com or leave a message
on Keith’s home phone (608) 221-0060.
This activity consists of 5-6 people sitting
at a table in the conference room and is
a great way to meet Messiah members.
WKOW-TV Meteorologist to Discuss
Climate Change►
Our February 26 luncheon speaker will
be WKOW-TV chief
meteorologist, Bob
Lindmeier. Bob is a
member of St. John’s
Lutheran Church in
Oregon, and a
member of the
synod’s Care for God’s
Creation team. He
uses his many years of
experience as a
scientist who has closely followed the
problem of climate change to offer
education on the following: causes of
global warming, impacts of global
warming in Wisconsin and in the U.S.

Will also offer education on consensus in
the scientific community, what is needed
to create positive change, and taking
responsibility as people of faith. Bob will
also share resources from the Care for
God’s Creation team that include
materials from ELCA World Hunger, ELCA
Advocacy, and additional faith-based
and secular groups.
Ladies Lunch Bunch►
The next gathering is scheduled for
Wednesday, February 12 at Buck and
Honeys in Monona. Unfortunately the
limit is 18 people and the sign-up is
already filled. Because of the popularity
of this restaurant another outing will be
scheduled again in the next six months.
If you would like to be on a waiting list
for the February 12th luncheon, there are
some slots available on the sign up sheet
on the kiosk.

e t Begi s with Ash Wed esday
February 26
S up Supper at 6 00 P
W rship at 7 00 P
Thank you to Deb and Mike Diewald along with
the Scouts for coordinating our soup suppers. If
you can help supply soup or bread, please sign
up on the kiosk. Typically we ask
each volunteer to make 10
quarts of soup or supply 4
loaves of sliced bread.

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Saturdays
5:00 RN Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 ;N Worship Service
9:30 ;N Sunday School
10:30 ;N Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 ;N for ages
infant to 6 years old

Messiah Blood Drive
An Opportunity to Serve►
It may be winter in Wisconsin but we look
forward to warmer temperatures and lawn
mowing vs. shoveling show. Mowing Teams
will be forming in March. If you are interested
in helping keep the grounds of Messiah well
groomed, contact Clyde Tunak (608-2063479) or building@messiahchurch.com to get
your name on a mowing team.
Teams are usually scheduled about two times
per summer. A training session will be held in
April for new mowers and those who want a
review of the equipment. This is a great way
to meet other Messiah members!

April 2nd from 1 to 6 pm
Is our next Messiah – Gunderson
Red Cross Blood Drive
We will have only one drive this year
so our goal will increase from
35 to 45 donations.
There are many lives depending on
you, and you are very much
appreciated.
Watch the kiosk and bulletins for
more information!

