November
2019
Volume 26
Issue 11

T H E

Column
Stephen Ministry Update
In this Issue
• Bits & Pieces
• Welcome
New
Members

• Social
Outreach
Ministry

• Children’s &
Family
Ministry

• Youth &
Family
Ministry

• Stewardship
Information

• Treasurers
Report

• Senior Adult
Ministry

• Newbridge
Senior Meals

• Scout Thank
You

From Dawn Olson
Stephen Ministry involves a series of steps to
embody Christ caring for people through
people. It is similar to a food recipe which
needs to be followed in order to produce a
delicious, flavorful dish for your family and
guests. Messiah’s Stephen Ministry team has
been following the steps of the Stephen
Ministry Series recipe.
We have built and educated a Stephen
Leader team, established the purpose and
goals, set Stephen Ministry into the Messiah organization structure, and
are building awareness as to the role Stephen Ministry plays in the
Messiah mission “to be the heart and hands of Jesus”. When you work
with a recipe for the first time, you need to refer back to the basic
ingredients often to determine if you have everything you need and if
the ingredients of the recipe will satisfy the palate and needs of the
family and guests you plan to serve.
To “Embody Christian caregiving into the way of life at Messiah Lutheran
Church” is a goal of the Stephen Ministry Leader covenant and a basic
ingredient to a caring congregation’s visiting ministries. As the Stephen
Leader team reflects on our work to this point, we felt the need to pause
and review our goals and the congregation needs for visiting ministries
as expressed to Messiah’s Evangelism Committee and gathered during
the feedback processes of the Long Range Planning Committee. During
Continues on page 2
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this reflection, we found that at this time Stephen Ministry,
as prescribed by the Stephen Ministry Series recipe, may
not be the most prudent and effective ministry plan to
serve and satisfy the more immediate needs of the Messiah
family and guests.
What does this mean to the Messiah family? Messiah is a
caring congregation with a desire to embody Christian
caregiving through visiting ministries. The Stephen Leader
team will move forward with a caring and visiting ministry
plan which will serve the needs of the congregation and
support Pastor Jeff’s ongoing visitation work.
The initial visiting ministry focus will be communion
ministry for members homebound or residing in a care
facility, new member ministry, and grief and loss ministry.
The “Stewardship Time and Talent” sheet provides an
opportunity to all Messiah members to participate in one
or more of these visiting ministries. As trained Stephen
Ministry Leaders, Sandra Allen and Dawn Olson, will direct
efforts to support these visiting care ministries using many
of the resources and tools made available to Messiah as an
enrolled Stephen Ministry congregation.
Please look into your hearts to consider checking the
box on the Time and Talent sheet to be a part of our
Visiting Care Ministry.

If you have questions or need
further information, contact
Dawn or Sandra at their
respective emails:
olson_dawn54@sbcglobal.net or
chriswiss37@yahoo.com .
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Bits & Pieces
Second Saturday Soda &
Sangria November 9►
Stay following the Saturday
service for Soda, Sangria &
Treats at 6:00 "# in the
Gathering Space.

Column Mailing Date►
The gathering to prepare the December
Column mailing will be Tuesday, November 26
at 8:30 ?>.
Prayer Shawl Group►
The group will be meeting on Monday,
November 25, 6:00 D> in the Gathering Space.

Daylight savings ends
Sunday, November 3.
Turn your clocks
back 1 hour!!

Get Informed!
More than 60 cases of human trafficking were
reported in Wisconsin in 2018 and
it happens in every County. Social
Media can be the start of
something tragic when it comes to
sex trafficking. Dawn Heath,
President of “Join the Movement
“will present a program on “Social
Media and its Role in Human
Trafficking” in the Community Room. Join us for
a community conversation and learn how you
can protect your family, neighborhood and
community. This program is open to all ages.
The event is free so invite your family and
friends. Continental breakfast will be served.
We will also collect new men/women’s socks to
benefit the Road Home Ministry. Those who
bring a donation will qualify for a $25 Walmart
gift card drawing.
Sign up on the kiosk by Tuesday, November
5th. For more information contact Holly
Tunak at 608-222-3833.

We Welcome These New Messiah Members
Klayton & Sara Kasten,
Son: James

Through Holy Baptism
James Aiden Stubbs

Mike & Sherry Alsmo

Son of Kevin & Sarah Stubbs

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your New Church Home!

Daughter of Thaddeus Dawson
& Sonja Summerfield

Darcy Margaret Dawson
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Social Outreach Ministry
CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS►
YWCA R2+0821,+
We are once again asking the congregation to
provide Christmas gifts for the woman who are
permanent residents at the YWCA. There will be
a poster in the Gathering Space with names and
wishes listed. Members of the congregation
should write their name for each person they are
gifting and bring the item unwrapped to church
by Sunday, December 8th. Please attach the
name and room number to the unwrapped gift
and place in the provided bins. Coordinator:
Bernie Hartwig, 608-222-7350.

A8-;,-*-F*=0<7 F-. T:2 R-*8 H-=2
This Christmas we are adopting five
families. Parents, along with their children have
on their list a clothing item and a household
item for the parents’ and toys and clothing items
for each of their children. We “adopt” the family,
and to protect confidentiality, they are assigned
a code number. The sign-up poster will be in the
Gathering Space starting the week of November
23 and 24. Please bring the unwrapped gifts to
the Gathering Space by December 8 with the
family number along with the person’s name
on the package for identification. There will be
plastic bins for each family to place the gifts in.
These gifts will make a huge difference for these
families this holiday season as they work to
create safe homes for themselves and their
children. Coordinator: Diane Iverson, 608-2420462.

We continue to support the following
Charities. Current needs are:
Road Home►
•
•
•

Diapers/pull-ups/wipes
Health care products
Feminine hygiene products

•
•
•
•
•

Cleaning supplies
Dish detergent
Toilet paper
Hair care products
Gift cards for gas and groceries

Jail Ministry►
Softcover Bibles, Softcover Large Print Bibles,
Recovery Resources, Reading Glasses – men’s
and unisex frames, high & low strengths.

Kennedy School Collections►
•
•
•
•

•

Kid size snow pants/boats/mittens
Boys athletic pants, size 4T & 5T
Girls leggings, size 4T & 5T
Health Office needs: boys & girl’s underpants
size 4T & 5T; boy’s belts; granola bars &
saltine crackers; feminine protection for
young girls; hair, ties/combs; chewable
ibuprofen & acetaminophen; dental floss.
Healthy Snacks: granola bars, goldfish
crackers, pretzels, Watch sold by date.

Social Outreach Community Support►
This Fall the Social Outreach Committee provided
sweat pants, leggings, shirts, underwear, socks,
boots and gloves for boys and girls at eight area
elementary schools. All were very thankful to
Messiah Lutheran Church.
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Saturday, November 2, 9:00-3:00 pm
Get a head start on your Christmas shopping
with many craft vendors to choose from,
take a break with coffee and cinnamon rolls
in the morning and enjoy hot dogs and
sloppy joes for lunch. All proceeds benefit
local charities and St. Jude's.
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C:0<8.21’+ *18 F*=0<7 M010+,.7 | 3 years-4th Grade
Elizabeth Crummy, Children’s and Family Ministry Coordinator
Cell # 608-235-6910
Email: familyministry@messiahchurch.com

Christmas Program Preparation►
Christmas program prep starts, Sunday, November 3. We would ask parents
and children to make Sunday School attendance a priority, especially for 3rd
and 4th graders who will be in the play.

Mark Your Calendar►
The Sunday School children will sing at the end of the 8:15
service on Sunday, November 17th.
Sunday, October 20th
the children enjoyed a
special Science
Technology Religion
Engineering Art and
Math (STREAM) event
during Sunday School
based on the
Battle of Jericho.

Y-/,: *18 F*=0<7 M010+,.7 | 5 -12 Grade
th

th

Teresa Palumbo, Youth Ministry Coordinator

Text to: 608-279-7460, Email: youth@messiahchurch.com

Advent Wreath Lighting:
►
Be Part of a Messiah Holiday Tradition►
Help Messiah celebrate the season of Advent by leading the lighting of
the Advent candles during worship. Individuals or families are needed
to do a brief reading and then light the Advent candles that
encompass the sanctuary at all of the worship services during the four
weeks of Advent. A sign-up is available on the kiosk.
Children's Musical Performances on Christmas Eve►
►
Make a joyful noise on Christmas Eve! Children are invited to share their
musical talents with the Messiah community during the prelude at the 7:00
D> Christmas Eve worship service. A sign-up is available on the kiosk.
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It’s Stewardship Time
Within a few days all
members should be
receiving a letter from
Pastor Jeff and a
commitment form for
2020. We ask that you
give this commitment
some thoughtful prayer
and return the
completed form on the
weekend of November
9th and 10th. The
parish council uses these commitments to
prepare the budget for 2020 and continue the
mission of Messiah Church.
This year’s commitment form contains two lines
to pledge:

•

•

General Fund-for the day to day operations
of the church. Examples are salaries, mission
support, utilities, Christian education,
fellowship and evangelism.
Capital Projects Fund-for large long-term
capital purchases. Examples are, new
windows, improved sound system, audio
visual system, sealing the driveway and a
lawn tractor.

To put some perspective on how Messiah
expends its gifts, in 2019 General Fund
expenditures were budgeted for $511,919,
Capital Projects expenditures in 2019 were
$59,400. The form also contains a section for how
you would like to make your contributions;
weekly, monthly or electronically (Simply Giving).
Please choose one. Simply Giving is a method to
have your contributions electronically drawn from
your savings or checking account. Please
consider joining the 139 other Messiah families
that donate using this convenient program. For
those already enrolled in Simply Giving, a new
form is only needed if you are changing the
amount or bank information. A Time and Talent

form is enclosed as well. If you feel called to
volunteer in some capacity, please complete the
form. For couples, please identify who is
volunteering in what capacity. If nothing has
changed from last year’s form, please check the
box at the top of the form and complete your
name, address etc. If you do not receive a
stewardship mailing by November 7th please
contact the office at 608-222-3833 or at
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.

Treasurer’s Report
We are 42 weeks into the calendar year and
Pledge Revenue received to date is $441,300
compared to a budget for the same time frame
of $378,600, so we are $62,700 ahead, thank you
for your generous giving to the mission of
Messiah Church.
The budget process for 2020 is well under way
and pledge forms will be collected on
Commitment Sunday before the Harvest Meal on
November 10th. The Council uses these pledge
forms to create the budget and continue the
mission of the Messiah Church. If you have any
budget concerns please contact one of the
council members or Tim Coulthart at
timc@messiahchurch.com.

Join with your Messiah family
as we give thanks for
our incredible
Blessings!
Harvest Meal, Sunday,
November 10th, 10:45-12:30 D>
Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, November 27,
7:00 "#
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Senior Adult Ministry
It’s November and that means Thanksgiving,
beautiful fall color, warm days, crisp nights…and
apple pie. Specifically, SAM Crumb-Topped
Apple Pie!!
This is the fourth year for our fall fundraiser. Our
production
dates are
November 6,
7, and 8. We
will make over
200 pies
under the
guidance of
Denise Cheramy and Judy Harris. We are always
looking for volunteers. Sign up on the kiosk in
the gathering area or send an email to adult
ministry@messiahchurch.com. If you work the
entire day, a yummy lunch will be provided.
This year we raised $800 in sponsorship money
thanks to Yahara Materials Quarry No. 2, Metro
Market, and Thrivent Financial. Thank you
sponsors for covering our pie expenses! The
2019 apple pie sales will benefit Second Harvest
Food Bank.
SAM Apple Pies are still just $12.00 each and
come frozen in a nice bakery box. We are hoping
to again have our pie revenue matched by the
Gundlach Family Fund. In addition, we are
looking to double that amount at NBC 15’s Share
Your Holiday campaign. Once the doubling math
is done, that one apple pie equates to 144 meals
at Second Harvest Food Bank.
Order early as we do sell out and we are already
processing orders. Thank you for supporting our
neighbors in need and Messiah’s Senior Adult
Ministry. Order forms are on the kiosk in the
Gathering Space or email:
adultministry@messiahchurch.com.

Ladies’ Luncheon, November 13►
The next Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet at
Rodeside Grill, 6317 Rostad
Drive, Windsor. The limit is 24
participants so be sure to sign
up on the kiosk ASAP! For
more information, contact
Janet Alfonso at 608-221-1040.

SAM Luncheon, November 20►
Note the special date, one week earlier than
normal. Still the same start time of 12:00 pm.
After lunch our featured entertainer will be
Gospel Magic Entertainment. Dan Feaster is a
professional magician with over 30 years of
experience. His program will incorporate Biblical
themes.

Messiah’s Woodland Trails, November
22, 10:00 *=
Let’s take a walk on the woodland trails
practically in Messiah’s back yard! These are
two short hikes near the church. Please email or
call to register with us: Walt & Barb Herrod,
bwhfam@gmail.com, home 608-318-2129, Barb’s
cell 518-567-6816.

Attention all Snow Birds!
If you will be traveling to warmer climates this
winter for an extended period of time, please
contact the office (608-222-3833) with the
dates you will be gone. If you
provide the address we can have
your Messiah mail sent directly
to you. This saves Messiah from
having to pay postage when
your mail is returned to us
marked Temporarily Away”. Thank you!

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716

Nonprofit Organization
U. S. Postage
PAID
Madison, Wisconsin
Permit No. 999
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 D> Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 ?> Worship Service
9:30 ?> Sunday School
(Sept. - April)
10:30 <= Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 ?> for ages
infant to 6 years old

Thank You Messiah from
Newbridge Senior Meals

Scout Pancake Breakfast

Thank you for the partnership that we began in
2013 when Messiah agreed to host a senior
meal site. Since 2013 we have served 10,983
meals in the Senior Nutrition Program at
Messiah. By providing a space for the senior
nutrition program, Messiah has made a huge
difference in the lives of the participants. For
many of these seniors, this meal is the only hot
meal they may get that day.

Messiah’s BSA Scouting Units thank all who
attended the September 29th Pancake Breakfast.
The event raised over $1,400 in ticket sales and
donations to benefit the Carter Gehl New Scout
Assistance Fund. We appreciate your
tremendous support of Scouting at Messiah. We
look forward to serving you again next year at
the next “Gourmet Pancake Breakfast” on
Sunday, September 27th.

This meal is typically at least 40% of these
seniors' food intake for the day. Also, because
many of the seniors who attend experience
isolation, the program provides with an
opportunity to socialize. While donations are
encouraged to help the cover the cost of the
meal, no one is ever denied a meal if they
cannot donate.

The Pack Committee is in need of a new
treasurer. Please contact
Debbie Diewald at 608-4440320 if you have a couple of
hours to spare each month
and enjoy working with a
great group of people.

