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Column
The Thrill for Which We Were Born
When I was growing up outside of Neenah, because we had a lot of
land, and not a whole lot of neighbors, we always seemed to have
plenty of animals around. My family raised chickens, geese, and even
ducks for a while. For a few seasons we raised rabbits but for the most
part, throughout many years, we had dogs - hunting dogs. You see my
Grandfather, my Dad and my older brother were hunters and so it
seemed natural that they would spend a good part of their free time
training good hunting dogs.
Now although I wasn't a hunter, I always enjoyed the dogs. In fact, when I was 10 my Dad
allowed me to take the coins I saved all year long and buy myself a young beagle pup. Since
most of the coins I saved were nickels, that's what I called him...Nickels. I remember the day
we went to pick him out. His Father was a field champion and had won many awards.
Nickels however was a little too big and his tail a bit strange looking so the owner was willing
to let him go cheaply. Anyway, for me he was just the right color, the right shape, and the
right size. Beagles are hunting dogs, still it made no difference that I wasn't a hunter, it was
the right animal for me.
I loved the dog as anyone might love a pet. I fed him, nurtured him, played with him and
cared for him. Nickels never lacked for food or comfort. At times however, Nickels seemed
restless and unfulfilled. Whenever I would throw a ball or a stick out into the field, Nickels
would stand near the object confused as to fetch it or sniff around. Whenever I would walk
out into the woods, Nickels would run around barking frantically and searching in circles,
always returning panting, winded and obviously frustrated with a scent he didn't recognize.
Slowly I came to realize that Nickels was not meant to be a house pet - soon I came to see
that I was stopping him from being what he was meant to be - a hunter. I gave him to my
Uncle Wally who trained him how to follow a scent, to break off a trail when called, and to
kick up animals without killing them. He lived for a number of years afterward. Nickels always
seemed happier after learning to hunt. I suppose he finally came to know the thrill for which he
was born.
There comes a point in all of our lives when we need to let someone go
Continues on page 2
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in order that they might learn who or what they truly are.
Whether it’s a young mother who must send her first child off
to kindergarten, or a middle-aged man who must walk his
only daughter down the aisle, a parent like me who sees his
first son off to college or an elderly woman who kisses her
husband one last time before he dies - there comes a point
when all of us need to let someone go in order that they
might grow and discover who they truly are.
I often think Jesus’ ministry was one of preparing his friends
for the moment he was to leave them. Surely Jesus must have
felt a tremendous desire to hold on to his friends. He must
have been filled with nostalgia and memories of the good
times - the times when they laughed together, sang together,
slept under the stars together, worked miracles together, even
suffered together. Yet Jesus knew that if they were to grow
and become what they were meant to be, then he had to let
them go and return to the Father. It was only after Jesus left,
that the Apostles came to know the thrill for which they were
born.
So many times in our Christian lives and in our prayer we feel
as though God is so far away, perhaps we even feel
abandoned. Often though, we come to realize these are the
times when we grow most of all. Perhaps it is in these
moments, when Jesus seems to have left us behind, that we
grow to become what we were always meant to become.
Jesus left his mission in the hands of the Apostles, and that
mission is the thrill for which they were born - to proclaim
love and peace and a new Kingdom to the world. It is that
mission which we have inherited today and the thrill for which
we were born. Like the Apostles so long ago, Jesus knows what
we can be and what we are able to do. The Lord is never far
from us.

Now the mission is in our hands.
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Life Lessons From a Broken Knee Cap
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by Holly Tunak

As many of you know on May 31st I broke my knee cap and had surgery on June
6th. This was not exactly how I planned to spend my summer, on crutches and in a
brace for eight weeks. But, the Lord works in mysterious ways and I have learned a
lot of lessons during this whole experience.
I’ve learned to “be still”, especially when the doctor says no weight bearing on the
knee. I’m not good at being still and learned a huge amount of patience. When was
the last time you laid on a picnic bench or the ground and watched the clouds float
by? It's very restful. Good health is such a gift, thank God every day for it!
You realize what a blessing it is to be able walk, bend down, climb the stairs, and lift a box. Be
thankful when you can’t find a close place to park at the store because those extra steps are great
exercise and a gift from God! You realize that this pain and inconvenience is temporary and that
there are people in this world in far worse condition than you are and this too shall pass.
It humbles you when you have to constantly ask for help because you can’t carry your coffee to the
table (or your wine). I’m so grateful for my husband, Clyde! He has new respect for caregivers!!
I’m so thankful for all the cards, hugs, and prayers from my Messiah Family! I felt covered in prayer
and made all the difference in my healing. I’m so thankful to Julie Frey, June & Clyde Nyhus, Elaine
McNeil, Mary Marshall, Gail Schneider, Sue Meng and my Clyde for their help in the office! What a
gift to be a part of Messiah! Thank you, thank you, thank you!!

Bits & Pieces
Divine Yoga Fall Series►
►
September 3 - October 22,
Tuesday's 5:30-6:45pm in the
Community Room
Connect mind body and spirit to your inner
light within through guided meditation,
movement and breath provided by Certified
Instructor, Leanne Widen .

Fund. Please make checks payable to Messiah
Church for the matching funds or pay by cash.
Bring an open and willing mind, heart and a
yoga mat. A block, strap, blanket are helpful as
well. The mobility to move from the floor to
standing positions, helpful but all levels
welcome!

Social Outreach Committee►
►

The next meeting of the Social Outreach
This is a free yoga practice. However, good will Committee is Monday, September 16th at 6:00
$ in the conference room. New members
donations will be collected to benefit the
are
always welcome! If you have any
Badger Childhood Cancer Network and
questions, please contact Darilee Nelson at
generously matched by the Gundlach Family
222-4929 or Diane Iverson at 242-0462.
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Social Outreach Ministry
We continue to support the following coordinating this effort for us. Last year we
collected 170 backpacks (118 in 2017)! For
Charities. Current needs are:
Road Home► Diapers/pull-ups, health

questions contact: p-taldrich@ sbcglobal.net
or chriswiss37@yahoo.com Backpacks are
delivered to local eastside students in August.
Items needed include:

care products, feminine hygiene products,
cleaning supplies, paper towels, hair-care
products for African-American hair and gifts
•
cards for gas and groceries.

Jail Ministry►

•

•
Softcover Bibles, Softcover Large Print
Bibles, Recovery Resources, Reading Glasses •
•
– men’s and unisex frames, high & low
strengths.

Kennedy School Collections►
•
•

Healthy Snacks: granola bars, goldfish
crackers, pretzels, Watch sold by date.
Health Office needs: boys & girl’s
underpants size 4T; boy’s belts; granola
bars & saltine crackers; feminine
protection for young girls; hair, ties/
combs; chewable ibuprofen &
acetaminophen; dental floss.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
Thank you so much to all who continue to •
support these wonderful charities!!
•

Backpack and School Supplies
Collection►
►
The Collection continues through August
20th. You will find a list of the needed
school supplies on the Kiosk, and below. Bins
for donations will be located in the Gathering
Space. Pam Aldrich and Sandra Allen are

Backpacks
Solid Color Pocket Folders Varied Colors
Wide-ruled 1-subject Spiral Notebooks
Composition Books (wide-ruled)
Washable Crayola Markers
(thick or thin tip)
Pencil Boxes (no pouches)
#2 Lead Pencils
Erasers
Pencil Sharpeners
Crayons (package of 24)
Scissors
Colored Pencils
Glue sticks (no Elmer’s
Glue)
Ruler (inches/centimeter)
School boxes-no pouches
Post-it Notes
Highlighters
3x5 Index Cards

No
Meeting
In
August
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Messiah Blood Drive

Senior Adult Ministry

August 21st Blood Drive 1:00-6:00 $► Sherri and Joe Neill are organizing the second
annual No Fear All Fun Run/Walk on August 10.
SAM members will provide baked goodies as a
treat once the runners finish. They are expecting
300 runners! Our goal is 1,200 cookies or bars in
We had a very successful blood drive in April.
memory of Michael. On Wednesday, August 7
Our Red Cross coordinator said it was the most
and Thursday, August 8th SAM folks will be in the
successful church blood drive she has ever had in Social Hall from 7:00-5:00 pm to receive your
our region. We hope that you will be able to
fresh baked treats. All you have to do is put them
spare an hour of your time to donate.
in a plastic bag with a piece of paper in the bag
with 1) the name of the cookie/bar and 2)
This time it should be easier to self-schedule your
whether or not the treat contains NUTS. Just
donation time. Everyone who donated in April
write YES NUTS or NO NUTS.
will be in the data base and you will receive a
st
reminder by email to schedule on the 21 . If you Those of you still working can swing by either day
did not donate in April or have difficulty
and drop off your treats on the lower level with
scheduling, please contact Janet Alfonso at 221- curbside pick-up. You don’t even need to get out
1040 or at alfonso_janet@yahoo.com.
of your car! If you are retired and wish to come to
August is one of the busiest months of the
summer. It is also a very important month
because the need for blood is critical.

Lynn Brandt will again be coordinating the
volunteers. You will be able to sign up to work a
half shift or a whole shift helping register donors,
assisting donors, or setting up/replenishing food.
We will also need donations of home baked
items, cheese and crackers, and fruit. There are
sign-up sheets on the kiosk, and if you have any
questions about volunteering contact Lynn at 298
-7633 or email to jerlynb504@yahoo.com.
We would like to give away door prizes again. If
you own a business, or you would like to
personally donate a $25 gift certificate it would
be most appreciated. Contact Denise Cheramy at
222-0988 or email nisie7575@gmail.com if you
would like to donate a gift certificate. We look
forward to seeing you August 21st.
Thank you to everyone for your support in
this very important project.

church with your ingredients you can bake in the
church kitchen. Treat baggers are also needed.

Elizabeth Crummy, Children’s and Family
Ministry Coordinator
Cell # 608-235-6910
Teacher Needed►
►
We are looking for one more Sunday School
teacher to help teach the 3rd grade class.
Highlights for this grade include starting the year
with receiving their Bibles at the Bible Blessing on
September 14th and being the actors (along with
the 4th graders) in the Christmas program play.
We have one teacher already, but it’s so much
nicer to work as a team! This way, you can share
the planning and teaching, and even switch off
weeks if you can’t come every week. Please
contact Elizabeth if you’d like to learn more.
Maybe we could put together a team of a few 3rd
grade parents.

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the church office to arrange for a substitute. Please email
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com if your phone number or email changes. Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first
with any changes.
Greeter
August 3
5:00 PM
August 4
8:15 AM

August 4
10:00 AM

August 10
5:00 PM

August 11
8:15 AM

August 11
10:00 AM

Reader

Usher

Karen Polinske

Gene Qualmann

Gene Qualmann
Val Roman
Tricia Schneider
Lee Schneider

Michele Jabs
Wally Jabs
Joe Neill
Sherri Neill

Sarabeth LeMoine
Steve LeMoine

Corey Randl

Janet Alfonso
Linda Olson
Kristie Palovcsik
Mike Palovcsik

Team 5: Jim Alsmo,
Tim Coulthart, Ken
Gerstner, Leo Sebald, Beverly & Myron Rotar

Hal Ericksen
Ellynn Ericksen

Deborah Thies

Debbie Diewald
Donna Jensen
Gail Schneider
Lee Nelson

C Team: Jim &
LouAnn Miller, Judy
Zielke & Leon Wilson, Romni Pullen

Greeter

Reader

Comm. Assistant

Usher

Denise Cheramy
Steve Cheramy

Val Roman

Mary Jane Hill
Val Roman
Elaine Stampfli
Kelli Weisinger

Steve Nelson
Diane Nelson
Richard Shilts
Phil Lawler

David Anthony
Pamela McGranahan

Steve Tiedt

Gary Lukens
Kathy Lukens
Sandy Tiedt
Steve Tiedt

Team 6: Don & Gloria Hehenberger,
Andy & Carol Stolarzyk, Steve &
Sandy Tiedt

Judith Goldschmidt
Pat Goldschmidt

Michelle Olson

Kathy Digman
Carla Fears
Lee Nelson
Joe Schraven

D Team: Jim Olson &
Janet Woider,
Dwight Paulson,
Doris & Richard
Shropshire, Steven
Andria

Greeter

Reader

Comm. Assistant

Usher

Joan Roscoe

Melissa Remiker

Phil Lawler
Elaine McNeil
Melissa Remiker
Leanne Widen

Robb Remiker
Linda Meyer
Gene Qualmann
Sue Meng

Betty Schmidt
Bob Schmidt

Karen Shilts

Glenn Schmitz
Richard Shilts
Karen Shilts
Karen Wenger

Team 7: Charlie &
Bonnie Eastman, Bill
Gingher, Harley
Schmidt, Virgil Simley, Don Tjugum

Gary Damaske
Sandy Damaske

Romni Pullen

Kathy Digman
Gloria Laundrie
Jim Pofahl
Ray Robinson

E Team: Ray & Kathy
Robinson, Bonnie &
Ed Maas, Diane Sersland

August 17
5:00 PM

August 18
8:15 AM

August 18
10:00 AM

Comm. Assistant
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Greeter

Reader

Comm. Assistant

Usher

Tricia Schneider

Lee Schneider

Kathy Bultman
Lydia Hoffhein
Kate Mennenga
Leanne Widen

Melissa Remiker
Kelli Weisinger
Elaine McNeil
Jim McNeil

Emma Godfrey

Tara Von Dollen

Diane Iverson
Naoma Michaelis
Dawn Olson
Tara Von Dollen

Team 8: Mike &
Kristie Palovcsik,
Kim Dietzman, John
& Carol Otterson

Bonnie Maas
Ed Maas

Joe Schraven

Jim Olson
Joe Schraven
Norene Shultis
Janet Woider

A Team: Phil &
Kathie Kingston,
Glori Laundrie

August 24
5:00 PM

August 25
8:15 AM

August 25
10:00 AM
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Greeter

Reader

Comm. Assistant

Usher

Elaine Stampfli

Paula Stadtmueller

Lee Schneider
Tricia Schneider
Elaine Stampfli
Val Roman

Michaelle Eeg
Val Roman
Phil Lawler
1 Volunteer Needed

Fred Anderson
Maren Anderson

Cindy McVay

Judy Misfeldt
Andy Stolarzyk
Carol Stolarzyk
Mary Wanless

Team 1: Lorraine &
Harold Amundson,
Sharon & Lloyd Hinzman, Linda Olson,
Karen Wenger

Sue Jarona
Tom Jarona

Susan Ashley

Carla Fears
Lee Nelson
Julie Neppl
Deborah Thies

B Team: Walt Herrod, Lee Nelson,
Matt Tully, Paul
Vanderbloemen, Pat
& Judith Goldschmidt

August 31
5:00 PM

September 1
8:15 AM

September 1
10:00 AM

We Welcome These New Messiah Members
Ruby Petersen
Dick & Sharon White
Jesse & Ali Widen
Fay Linehan
Nicholas & Melissa Earney
Dawn Malin
Tom & Annette Esser

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your New Church Home!

Through Holy
Baptism

Bronson Timothy Kelley

Macklin Lee Selchert

Penelope James Earney

Son of Aaron & Kalli

Daughter of
Nicholas & Melissa

Marshall Jerald Gilbert
Son of Ross & Heather

Raelyn Marie Malm
Daughter of Adam & Ashley

Son of John & Amanda

Nonprofit Organization
U. S. Postage
PAID
Madison, Wisconsin
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5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 E> Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 ?> Worship Service
9:30 ?> Sunday School
(Sept. - April)
10:00 ?> Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:15 ?> for ages
infant to 6 years old

Team 3 – Aug 3
Don Deutscher
Tom Rendall
Tom Swenson
Team 4 – Aug 10
Tim Martinson
Bob Drake
Lloyd Mennenga
Team 5 – Aug 17
Clyde & Holly Tunak
Pat Krebs

Team 6 – Aug 24
Clyde Nyhus
Charlie Eastman
Deb Diewald
David Down

We are 28 weeks into the calendar year
and the Pledged Revenue received to date
is $312,300, compared to the budget for
the same time period is $267,800 or
$44,500 more than the budget.

Team 7 – Aug 31
Paul & Kay Hoel
Don Chisman

The General Fund expenses for the first six
months were $242,500 compared to the
budget of $256,000, so we are $13,500
under budget.

Thank you to everyone who works so
diligently to keep our
grounds looking well
manicured and
beautiful!

Mid-year giving statements went out July
11th to those who gave over $25. If you
did not receive yours, please contact the
office at 222-3833.

