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Column
We Are Here To Take Care
of Each Other
It was late July in 1986. I was assigned to Holy
Innocents Parish and walked into the rectory to
meet with Father Leo for the first time. I was told
by the Bishop that I was to be his eyes, ears and
legs for the next five years. Leo was 72 years old
at the time – diabetic, overweight and immobile.
Diabetes had taken a toll on his eyes as well. He
was supposed to be my mentor but in my
youthful arrogance I wasn’t so sure. I thought: How much help will he be?
He pointed out that my apartment was upstairs yet with his mobility issues
he couldn’t walk up the stairs to show me around. So I headed upstairs to
check out the terrain. Later he urged me to walk across the street to the
school where 500 children would be educated in the coming year. Again, he
couldn’t walk across the street to show me, so I headed off by myself to look
around. An hour later, from his Lazy Boy chair in the living room he pointed
out the secretary’s office across the hallway and explained her duties and
hours. Finally, he showed me the parish budget and asked me to read the
numbers aloud so that he might explain them, his eyes being too weak to
see clearly. All the while I again thought: How much help would he be?
Father Leo asked if I had any questions. I thought through what I had seen
and asked: You and I are the only ordained here. How can we possibly take
care of 6,000 people? He smiled and replied: Didn’t they teach you anything
at that fancy seminary of yours? Our job isn’t to take care of 6,000 people.
Our job is to teach them how to take care of each other. And that was the
moment that I realized I had so much to learn and he had so much to teach
me! He was going to be more help than I could have imagined.
Continues on page 2
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One of the greatest lessons in ministry I learned on my very
first day – we are here to take care of each other. My work as
pastor is to encourage and equip you to do this work. Here at
Messiah we do not have 6,000 people – though we have close
to 2,000. Not even a large staff of pastors could care for 2,000
folks. So the question then for the future of Messiah is not
how do we add more pastors, rather, what processes can we
put in place to extend the pastoral ministry beyond my reach
and the reach of our terrific staff? Over the years our beloved
Doris Zache has been an extension of my communion
ministry. Even into her nineties, she has a list of 10 people or
so that she communes each month. She visits them, listens to
them, brings cookies to them, and befriends them. Doris is a
true servant. Along with other communion distributors I have
been blessed by her fidelity. Still, more needs arise each week.
Stephen Ministry is a national program that arose in the
discussions of the Evangelism Committee and further, in the
work of the Long Range Planning Committee. It is used in
12,000 congregations in 160 denominations around the world!
Named after the first martyr from The Acts of the Apostles,
Stephen Ministry takes its name from St. Stephen, one who
cared for the widows and orphans in Jerusalem. Stephen was a
deacon in the early church, that is, an extension of the twelve
apostles. Stephen Ministry seeks to train volunteers within the
church to work one on one with the homebound, the sick,
those in rehab facilities or those dealing with grief and
loneliness. As we began to look into Stephen Ministry, two
members of our congregation, Dawn Olson and Sandra Allen,
stepped forward offering to co-lead this initiative. Again, I am
blessed by this fidelity!
The Pastoral Parish Council has approved this new direction
for Messiah Lutheran Church. Dawn and Sandra will attend a
week of training in Dallas with the National Team for Stephen
Ministry, then return home to begin recruiting volunteers
to work one on one with those in need within this parish
community. The training of volunteers will cover twenty weeks
using the curriculum from the national office. The idea is that
what I am called to do as pastor, each of us is called to do as a
disciple of Jesus – we are to care for each other.
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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And so the Pastoral Parish Council asks for your support and prayer in this new endeavor of
faith. Pray in a special way for Dawn Olson and Sandra Allen as they coordinate this new
ministry. Most of all pray for those whom the Holy Spirit will call to be an extension of the
pastoral office here at Messiah.

We can do so much together!
Past

Jef V n

H

Sharing in Fellowship
“Life Lessons From John” Book Study– Social Outreach Committee►
►
►
Mondays at 10:000 '<►
The next meeting of the Social Outreach

The study continues in the Gathering Space.
Even if you weren’t involved in prior sessions,
join the group on the on June 3, 10 or 17. The
study book, “Life Lessons from John” is
available on Amazon. For more information
contact Rich Valenta at 847-226-6106.

Messiah’s Weekly Day of Prayer ►

Committee is Monday, June 3 at 6:00 IB in the
conference room. New members are always
welcome! If you have any questions, please
contact Darilee Nelson at 222-4929 or Diane
Iverson at 242-0462.

►
Line Dancing►

Join the fun Saturday mornings in the
Each Thursday from 8-2:00 IB Messiah’s
Community Room at 9:30 CB.
prayer room is open for prayer, reflection or
just time to be quiet. Sign up on the kiosk for
a half hour spot. Even though Thursday is our
No
“weekly day of prayer”, the Prayer Room is
Meeting
available for use Monday-Friday from 8-3:00
In
IB. There are a number of books that can be
June
signed out or available for use while you are in
the prayer room.
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Collections & Information for Social Outreach Ministry
We continue to support the following
Charities. Current needs are:
Road Home► Diapers/pull-ups, health
care products, feminine hygiene products,
cleaning supplies, paper towels, hair-care
products for African-American hair and gifts
cards for gas and groceries.

Thank you to everyone who generously
gave to the Mountain of Food Drive to
benefit the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry. All
donations were generously matched by
the Gundlach Family Fund.

Jail Ministry►
Softcover Bibles, Softcover Large Print
Bibles, Recovery Resources, Reading Glasses
– men’s and unisex frames, high & low
strengths.

CareNet Collection ►
The collection runs through Father’s
Day, June 16. Please collect your
change, bills and checks in the baby
bottles you’ll find in the Gathering Space.
Return the bottles to the church office
by June 16. The collection benefits the
local Madison Pregnancy Center. Please
make sure all bottles picked up are
returned. Checks should be made payable
to CareNet.
For more information contact Darilee
Nelson at 608-222-4929.

Kennedy School
Collections Continue
During the Summer►
•
•

Healthy Snacks: granola bars, goldfish
crackers, pretzels, Watch sold by date.
Health Office needs: boys & girl’s
underpants size 4T; boy’s belts; granola
bars & saltine crackers; feminine
protection for young girls; hair, ties/
combs; chewable ibuprofen &
acetaminophen; dental floss.

Thank you so much to all who continue to
support these wonderful charities!!
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Long Range Planning

Evangelism Committee
Rich Valenta, Chair

Following three listening sessions and the
distribution of a member survey with 346
responses from 676 distributed, the
Committee found the following themes
represented throughout the process:

Some time ago I was at Dunkin Donuts near
Milton. I placed my order and when I arrived at
the window to pay for my food, I was told by the
server that my bill had been paid for by the
► Staffing
person that had just left in front of me. I was the
Pastor Jeff’s heavy workload is a major
recipient of… Pay it Forward. I was really taken by
concern for many members. His pastoral such a showing of generosity and thoughtfulness
visit workload is substantial. Expanding
from that unknown person. Every now and then I
the pastoral office visitation ministries
remember that gesture and do likewise.
with Stephen Ministry, allows Stephen

Ministry leaders and ministers to support
the needs of home visits, supportive care
for life situations, and pastoral concerns.
There is also a need for a volunteer
coordinator to assist in finding help for
the many ministry projects throughout
the church.

This got me to thinking how we can take the
same idea and use it as part of our personal
Evangelism. We live in a world that demonstrates
such negativity. Seems that you hardly hear a
kind word from anyone anymore. When’s the last
time you said something nice to a friend or loved
one? Have you told them how much they mean
to you, or how much you love them. These acts of
kindness are the simplest form of Evangelism
God calls us to perform.

►

Programs/Ministries
Improve the new member experience
to inform and connect new members.
Some changes are already being made in
I would like to offer a simple challenge to you
this area.

►

Building/Property
There are a number of areas that need to
be addressed. Some of these are the
Sunday School space, an overhang for
the front entrance, parking, office space
to accommodate future staff, “Greening”
of the building and disposables.

Please plan to attend the
Congregational meeting on Sunday,
June 16th at 9:30 am in the
Community Room.
We will be electing Council members and
discussing future needs of Messiah. We
need your input as we move forward.

this month. Cut out the “Pass It Forward” slip
below. Make copies of it. You might even want to
make some of your own personalized massages.
Throughout the month pass the slip to a friend,
worker, loved one. Let them know just how much
you care for them. Your simple act of Evangelism
will demonstrate Gods love and brighten up a
rather cloudy world.
Thank you for being a part of my life.
Please know that
you mean so much to me!
May you be blessed every day!

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the church office to arrange for a substitute. Please email
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com if your phone number or email changes. Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first
with any changes.
Greeter
June 1

Reader

Communion

Sally Carpenter

Tricia Schneider

Lee & Tricia Schneider
Kathy Bultman
Mary Jane Hill

Wally & Michele Jabs
Joe & Sherri Neill

Richard & Karen Shilts

Mike Palovcsik

Richard & Karen Shilts
Mike Palovcsik
Janet Alfonso

Team 4: Tim Martinson, Emma Godfrey, Barb
Moseley, Marilyn Foss

Hal & Ellynn Ericksen

Gloria Laundrie

Gloria Laundrie
Tom & Barb Martin
Mary Marshall

Team D: Jim Olson & Janet Woider, Dwight
Paulson, Doris & Richard Shropshire, Steven
Andria

Phil & Char Lawler

Sue Meng

Sue Meng
Elaine McNeil
Phil & Char Lawler

Jim McNeil
Michaelle Eeg

5:00pm

June 2
8:15am

June 2
10:00am

June 8
5:00pm

Ushers

2 Volunteers Needed
Virgil & Gloria Simley

Chris Gingher

Gina Gray
Peggy Finnegan
Shannon Meyer
Naoma Michaelis

Team 5: Jim Alsmo, Tim Coulthart, Ken Gerstner,
Leo Sebald, Beverly & Myron Rotar

Jenn & Doug Dettlaff

Tisa Kirschner

Carla Fears
Karen Dilley
Kathy Digman
Norene Shultis

Team E: Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie & Ed
Maas, Diane Sersland

Phil Plourd

Val Roman
Gene Qualman
Diane Nelson
Kelli Weisinger

Steve Nelson

5:00pm

Steve & Denise
Cheramy

June 16

Doris Zache

Cindy McVay

Clyde & Holly Tunak
Glenn Schmitz
Janet Alfonso

Team 6: Don & Gloria Hehenberger, Andy &
Carol Stolarzyk, Steve & Sandy Tiedt

Diane Sersland

Gail Schroeder

Gail Schroeder
Ray Robinson
Donna Jensen
Lee Nelson

Team A: Dale & Catherine Puisto, Glori Laundrie,
Kathie & Phil Kingston

June 9
8:15am

June 9
10:00am

June 15

8:15am

June 16
10:00am

3 Volunteers Needed
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June 22

Kathy Bultman

Reader
Leanne Widen

5:00pm

JV:; 2019 | page 7

Ushers

Communion
Leanne Widen
Kathy Bultman
Mary Jane Hill
1 Volunteer Needed

Kelli Weisinger
3 Volunteers Needed

Ron & Janet Markwart

Judy Harris

Tara Von Dollen
Judy Misfeldt
Mary Wanless
Linda Olson

Team 7: Charlie & Bonnie Eastman, Bill Gingher,
Harley Schmidt, Virgil Simley, Don Tjugum

June 23
10:00am

Andy Schauer

Jim Pofahl

Jim Olson
Janet Woider
Jim Pofahl
Julie Neppl

Team B: Walt Herrod, Lee Nelson, Matt Tully, Paul
Vanderbloemen, Pat & Judith Goldschmidt

June 29

Bonnie Brooker

Jeff Stadtmueller

Elaine McNeil
Sue Meng
Kelli Weisinger
1 Volunteer Needed

Jim McNeil
Michaelle Eeg

June 23
8:15am

5:00pm

June 30

Ron & Dee Schwoegler

Jim Stolzenburg

Jim Stolzenburg
Sharon Ryan
Diane Iverson
Karen Wenger

Team 8: Mike & Kristie Palovcsik, Kim Dietzman,
John & Carol Otterson

Tom & Karen Swenson

Andy Schauer

Debbie Diewald
Joe Schraven
Carla Fears
Deb Thies

Team C: Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy Zielke & Leon
Wilson, Romni Pullen

8:15am

June 30
10:00am

2 Volunteers Needed

We Welcome These New Messiah Members
Tom & Sue Jarona
Andrew Johnson
Richard & Almarie Schwarting
James (Pat) & Judith Goldschmidt
David Down & Bonnie Brooker
Annie Nymann

Through Holy Baptism

We’re Glad You Have Chosen
Messiah as Your New Church Home

Croix Steven Vial
Son of Jenna & Cody

Collin Bradley Nelson
Son of Brad & Shawn
Theodore Troy Widen
Son of Jesse & Allison
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Children’s and Family ministry
Children’s and Family Ministry ended the school year on a high note with the
children creating 60 Easter Baskets for St. Stephen’s Food Pantry and 20 gift bags
for people receiving visits at home. Thank you to everyone involved in donating
items for the baskets and delivering them.
We also celebrated First Communion for 22 children on May 4 and May 5.
Saturday, May 4 5:00

Service

Sunday, May 5 10:30

Karah Louise Bentler
Dean Christopher Ginger
Sophia Gail Hollar
Levi Gram Jontz
Kayden Klein
Easton Patrick Meyer
Claire Neoma Miller

Liliana Lee Randl
Maximilian Michael Reno
Chloe Paige Taylor
Brady William Uelmen
Zane Timothy Voelker
Zoe Adela Weber

Brody Michael Bormann
Avery Annanoelle Brown
Kaili Madelyn Deutscher
Samuel George Diewald
Luke Ronald Kirschner

Service

Natalie Anne Kuranz
Lucas Morse Montague
Lillian Marie Thornburgh
Callie Rebecca Vezina

Mark These Dates
on Your Calendar!!
September 14 - Bible Blessing
September 15 - Sunday School Begins
October 23 - Trunk or Treat
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Porchlight, Inc.
Mission:
Porchlight strives to reduce homelessness in Dane
County by collaborating with the community to
provide shelter, affordable housing, and supportive
services that eliminate barriers and empower the
individuals and families we serve.

Vision:
Porchlight envisions a community without
homelessness. In keeping with our mission and
values, we create innovative solutions, vibrant
partnerships, and opportunities for those we serve.

Values:
Porchlight fosters an organizational culture that
values respect for program participants and our
staff, advocacy in the community, accountability,
and diversity of persons and thought that
encourages self-determination for all whom we
serve.

We provide emergency shelter, food, employment
services, counseling, and affordable transitional and
permanent housing to homeless people in the Dane
County area. Our services are designed to foster
independence and the transition into permanent
housing and employment.
Porchlight is the largest supplier of low-cost housing
in Dane County and is comprised of an emergency
shelter for men, eviction prevention program,
outreach team, employment and training program,
housing and services for men and women suffering
from serious mental illnesses,
veterans, adults in recovery
from alcohol and/or drug
addictions, and low-income
housing for families and single
men and women providing over
100,000 nights of shelter.

Youth and Family ministry
Congratulations to our
2019 Confirmation Class
Quintin Calhoun
Kayna Griffin
Lydia Hoffhein
Nolan Lehmann
Jason Mennenga

Katie Musick
Claire Nelson
Collin Nelson
Leah Plourd
Cal Rossman
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Messiah Health Team News
Save The Date►

Preschool Summer Camps►
►

Our next blood drive will be held Wednesday,
August 21st in the Community Room from 1 to
6:00 IB. The turnout for our April 4th drive was
outstanding. We hope that we will have the
same enthusiastic response that we had during
our last drive, because the need for blood is even
greater during the summer. We hope that you
mark your calendars and plan to be able to
participate in the drive. Those who donate will
be able to improve and save lives with this very
important project. Thank you all for your
support.

Preschool summer camps are back for ages 3-6.
Register for one week, or all. Each week is $120.
The camps include:

Blood Pressure Checks►
►
Due to busy summer schedules no
blood pressure checks will be done
June, July, August or September.
Thank you to all our nurses who
have given of their time and
expertise to make these happen each month!

Support Groups►
►
Through our Long Range Planning process we
became aware of a number of different areas
where a support group might be beneficial to
some of our members and friends. If you have a
Social Work background, trained in grief support
or you have special training in dementia or
Alzheimer’s Disease please contact Holly Tunak
by calling 608-222-3833 or email:
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.

June 24-27: Watch it Grow
July 15-18: Wacky and
Wonderful Art & Science
July 22-25: Kids in the
Kitchen
Camps will be held Monday-Thursday from 9:00
CB to 12:00 IB at Messiah Preschool and include
daily: nutritious snack, art projects and other fun
activities based on the camp theme. Camp
teachers include Tracy Tiedeman and Bobbie
Rogers, Director.
Visit messiahchurch.com/preschool for
registration forms or email:
preschool@messiahchurch.com for more
information.

To My Many
Messiah Friends
For all the thoughts,
prayers, cards and
visits during my long
9 week rehab
following my hip revision. It certainly helped
me get through that journey.
I am so happy to be able to join you again
for services on Sunday. However, I was glad
to be able to stream the services while at
Oakwood East. I feel grateful to be a
member of this
congregation!
Marge Reek
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Ladies Lunch Bunch►
►
The next luncheon is at the Norske Nook in
DeForest on Wednesday, June 12 at 11:30
CB. Attendance is limited to 25. If you sign
up and then have a conflict, please contact
Janet Alfonso at
608-221-1040 so
someone else
from the waiting
list can enjoy the
luncheon.
SAM Summer Trip►
►
By the time you receive this newsletter, SAM
will be getting ready for their first summer
trip on June 10th to Milwaukee. We will start
at Lakefront Brewery (where Laverne and
Shirley were filmed), then board our vessel
for a two-hour narrated lunch cruise on the
Milwaukee River and Lake Michigan. Our
final stop is for specialty ice cream and
chocolates! Keep an eye out for information
on our fall color trip!
Second Harvest Food Bank (SHFB)►
►
SAM has a couple of irons in the fire with
SHFB. First, we are in the
final stages of making
arrangements to work in
a concession stand at
the American Family
Insurance Championship

Golf Tournament, June 15-23 at University
Ridge Golf Club. If you signed up on the
volunteer form, you will be contacted for
availability as soon as all details are known.
We will be working at the tournament for the
benefit of SHFB. In addition, SAM is starting
another partnership with SHFB. We will be
repackaging food the third Friday of the
month from 9:30 am to 11:30 am. The dates
are June 21, July 19, August 16, September
20, October 18, November 15, and December
20. If you can work any of these dates, please
email adultministry@messiahchurch.com
This is a small group activity which involves
SITTING at tables repackaging food for two
hours. Some paperwork will need to be
completed prior to participation.
Messiah Night with the Mallards►
►
Thursday, July 18, is the night where Messiah
cheers on the Mallards at Warner Park.
Sponsored by SAM, the baseball game is
open to ALL Messiah members and
friends! You’ll enjoy Messiah’s choir singing
the national anthem before the game starts.
Unlimited food, soda and water are included
in the ticket price.
Ticket Info is on the kiosk

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 IB Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 CB Worship Service
9:30 CB Sunday School
(Sept. - April)
10:00 CB Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:15 CB for ages
infant to 6 years old

June 3-8
Kim Dietzman
Jerry Meysembourg
Jace Jontz
Fred Anderson
June 10-15
Tim O’Brien
Mike Nelson
Lamont Liefke
June 17-22
Terry Rieck
Lloyd Hinzman
Howie Hanold
June 24 -29
Tim Ryan
Keith Schlesinger
Chip Plummer
Patrick Ellestad

We are four months into the calendar year and the
Pledge Revenue received to date is $183,900
compared to a budget of $159,800, so we are
$24,100 ahead of the budget. General Fund expenses
were $153,000 compared to the budget of $170,700
so we are $17,700 under budget.
In April the Gundlach Family Fund assisted 7 families
with rent totaling $2,300, in addition we assisted two
parish member families with medical issues totaling
$2,000.
The current balance in the General Fund is $99,300
and the Capital Projects Fund is $345,000.
A deposit was made on the carpet project to be
installed in June.

