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S UGGESTIONS FOR USE
1. Read the day’s Bible verse over several times.
Reading aloud is also helpful.
2. Read the devotional and pray the prayer.
3. Pray for the writer of the day’s devotional, thanking God for
opening their lives and for sharing their faith with you.
4. Use your Bible to look up the verse and read the verses
surrounding it for the context of the day’s verses.
5. Let all that you have read be present with you throughout
your day and activities.
6. Read the devotional as a family, at a meal,
or with a prayer partner. Children can participate in
reading aloud and discussing.
7. Give a copy of this Devotional Booklet to a friend or relative.
8. If possible, thank today’s writer in person, via phone,
or by email for sharing their faith story.
9. Discuss the day’s devotional with others, asking these questions:

How is God active in my life?
How were my actions and interactions today influenced by
my Christian faith?
What is God calling me to change?
Devotionals are also available online:

messiahchurch.com
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For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11
We invite you to join us for the Lenten journey: a time to
recommit to our faith and dig deeper into what it means to claim
the name “disciple.”
At heart a disciple is a student who is ready to learn at the feet of
the Master. We are not finished—in many ways we have only just
begun. We are always moving forward towards the goal, knowing
there is more to come.
Pastor Jeff has chosen “the best is yet to come” as the theme.
What a wonderful and timely reminder that what we are currently
experiencing is not the end of the story. We thank you Pastor Jeff
for your vision, encouragement and leadership.
Distance did not get in the way of collaborating with Annette
Durkin in Idaho. She designed the cover and all art, laying out and
formatting the booklet. Thank you, Annette! I also thank my husband
Dale for proof-reading and his faithful support of this ministry!
As people of hope we lean into tomorrow grounded in our
awareness of today and how we can reflect God’s love in our
actions large and small. We worship a God who was, and is, and is
yet to come. We live into a kingdom we can sense and sometimes
see, but not fully revealed.
We pray that God gives us frequent reminders that “the best is
yet to come.” Join me and your friends at Messiah as we seek to
strengthen our faith, deepening it and looking forward with great
anticipation to what is yet to come.
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen,
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:18

May we always reflect God’s glory,
Catherine Puisto
Lenten Devotional Coordinator/Editor
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For I know the plans I have for you, declares
the LORD, plans to prosper and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.
Jeremiah 29:11

T

here was a young woman who had been diagnosed with a
terminal illness. She contacted her Pastor to discuss certain
aspects of her final wishes. She told him which songs she
wanted sung at the service, what scriptures she would like read, and
what outfit she wanted to be buried in. Everything was in order and
the Pastor was preparing to leave when the young woman blurted
out: There's one more thing, she said excitedly. What's that? came the
Pastor's reply.
This is very important, the young woman continued. I want to be
buried with a fork in my right hand. The Pastor stood looking at the
young woman, not knowing what to say. That surprises you, doesn't
it? said the young woman. She explained. In all my years of attending
socials and dinners, I always remember that when the dishes of the
main course were being cleared, someone would inevitably lean over
and say, 'Keep your fork.’ It was my favorite part because I knew that
something better was coming… like velvety chocolate cake or deepdish apple pie. Something wonderful, and with substance! So, I just
want people to see me there in that casket with a fork in my hand and
I want them to wonder ‘What's with the fork?’ Then I want you to tell
them: ‘Keep your fork—the best is yet to come.’
The Pastor's eyes welled up with tears as he hugged the young
woman goodbye. This would be the last time he would see her alive.
But he also knew that the young woman had a better grasp of the
kingdom than he did. She knew that something better was coming.
At the funeral people were walking by the young woman's casket
and they saw the outfit she was wearing and the fork placed in her
right hand. Over and over, the Pastor heard the question:
What's with the fork? Again and again he smiled.
During his message, the Pastor recalled his conversation with the
young woman before she died. He told them about the fork and
what it meant. He told how he couldn’t stop thinking about the fork
and they probably wouldn’t stop thinking about it either. And he was
3

right. So the next time you reach down for your fork let it remind
you, ever so gently, that the best is yet to come.
I love this story! So often in the gospels Jesus proclaims the
Kingdom of God, a kingdom which is here, around you and within
you, and yet still to come. The kingdom is NOW but NOT YET!
The best of the kingdom is yet to come. This is what Jeremiah the
prophet is speaking of when he writes of God’s plan. Someday we
will know the fullness of God’s kingdom where there will be peace
and justice, wholeness and peace. Each day we get glimpses of the
kingdom if we look—the laughter of children, the beauty of a
sunset, the touch of someone we love, the taste of food, the
kindness of a stranger—these and so many more moments are
glimpses of Divine Love. Yet they are only glimpses. For we know
the world is imperfect with so much sadness and pain. This is the
point of Ash Wednesday! We are crossed with ashes to remind us
that the fullness of the kingdom is yet to come. With ashes on our
heads Jeremiah’s words touch our hearts—in the end God will be
God, and all will be taken up into God, and all will be well. This is
God’s plan—the best is yet to come.
Prayer: O Christ Jesus, when all is darkness, and we feel our
weakness and helplessness, give us the sense of Your
presence, Your love, and Your strength. Help us to have
perfect trust in Your protecting love and strengthening power,
so that nothing may frighten or worry us,
for, living close to You, we shall see Your
hand, Your purpose, Your will through
all things.
- - St. Ignatius of Loyola, 1491-1556
The Reverend Jeff Vanden Heuvel is Pastor of
Messiah Lutheran Church. He is the husband of
Melissa and the proud father of
Benjamin, Joseph and Rachel.
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MARCH 7

Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.
Psalm 31:16

A

s an extreme bibliophile and lover of words, there is nothing
more beautiful than a perfect word. The perfect word to me
is one that is so evocative that it summons the ineffable
weight of its own meaning. Perfect words communicate to all of the
senses and rouse the subconscious to fill in the rest. Perfect words
for me do not necessarily have to be complicated or overly
melodious; they just need to move me.
Steadfast is one of those words. Stead, like steady, meaning stable
and not easily shaken, a constant. Fast, like a fastener, secured firmly
in place and well-attached. When paired with a word like love, there
is a stirring of an irresistible feeling of warmth. The phrase steadfast
love wraps itself around the reader, like a security blanket turned
armor against the world. Steadfast love commands a higher
devotion, elevated by its unblinking promise of loyalty.
The beauty found in this verse is only matched by the overwhelming
peace it is meant to inspire. As we put our trust into God and follow
His path, God’s steadfast love will always be there for us when we
need it. The only thing demanded of us is our own steadfast love for
God. It’s easy to feel forsaken when we are surrounded by negativity
or attacked by our own misfortunes, but steadfast love is a mutual
goal. While we may never be able to match God’s steadfast love for
us, it is something we can strive for every day.
Prayer: God, please con nue to watch over and protect with

your steadfast love, and please remind me of
my own commitment to devote myself to
you in the same way. Amen.

Molly Jeffers is a business intelligence analyst by trade,
but her heart lies in being a wife to Jon and a mother to
her two (three, come June!) kiddos.
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For us there is one God, the Father, from whom
are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord,
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and
through whom we exist. 1 Corinthians 8:6

T

he early church in Corinth had questions for St. Paul.
He responded to topics including: divisions within the church,
sexual immorality, lawsuits among believers, head coverings for
women, and orderly worship, to name a few. It’s a gnarly letter with careful,
tough love instructions about how different groups and factions can live
and worship in community. The part we probably know best is chapter 13
centering on the greatest gift: Love. But love is not always easy.
In chapter 8, whether or not to eat food offered to idols, Paul writes:
“For us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things
and through whom we exist.” These words cut to the chase with a
unifying message.
Working at Triangle Community Ministry (TCM) in Madison has brought
me into contact with a racially and ethnically diverse population not
unlike the early church in Corinth. Triangle residents come from many
different religious backgrounds. Some have never attended church.
A small percentage have jobs, others, being differently-abled, do not
leave the neighborhood. Some residents have enough money to be
comfortable. Others run short of funds and much appreciate TCM’s
Monday Meals.
TCM is ecumenical, but crafting a worship service that speaks to everyone
is not easy. Our chaplain tries to include some aspects familiar to all, but
those attending may come from African American Baptist roots, the
Lutheran tradition, or a Pentecostal background. Still, in the midst of us,
is a tenant of faith we cling to: “For us there is one God, the Father, from
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” There will be
disagreements and mistakes. Certainly there will be
questions. Hopefully they can be answered as St. Paul
responded, with tough love and concern for all.
Prayer: Gracious God, bring us together

in the unity of your love. Amen.
Deacon Meg Nielsen is Outreach Development
Director at Triangle Community Ministry, a non-profit,
ecumenical ministry of presence seeking to make God’s
Word visible to the underserved residents of the Triangle.
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God has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 5:9

I

remember as a kid reading about John Calvin and his doctrine
of Predestination. I didn’t think much of either. Calvin’s stern
ideas of election, in which God before creating the world
determined the relatively small number of people worth saving and
sentencing the rest of the reprobates to “eternal death.” That notion
seemed so contrary to the loving, forbearing God of my parents.
Isn’t there enough hell here on earth to be eternally damned to it
without an appeals process? Where does this John Calvin, successor
to Luther, get off telling me or anybody else we are not good
enough for salvation?
I guess without knowing it I was pushing back on predestination with
1 Thessalonians 5:9, which radiates with comfort and hope for we
sinners, or reprobates, if you will. God has not destined us for wrath
but for being saved through the blood and the love and the grace of
Jesus Christ. That’s it. No predetermined outcome. No natural
selection. No election. Love. It’s not a license to sin; it’s an invitation
to the Kingdom, to all who so loved the Lord they chose to follow his
only begotten son.
If I may be so bold, I think Calvin missed the meaning of
Thessalonians, which goes on to assert that Jesus died for us so,
whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with Him.
Prayer: Lord, in you and through you I am rec ﬁed,

I am saved. By your grace I have been touched, by your word
I have been healed, by your hand I have been delivered,
by your spirit I have been sealed. Amen.
Matt Kittle is an incredibly blessed man. His greatest
blessings on earth are his best friend and wife, Emily, and
their three wildly amusing children (and mostly
unmotivated dog, Ruthie). His blessings in heaven
include a mother, step-father and father who spent their
lives loving their children.
7

MARCH 10

There is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents.
Luke 15:10

I

think this verse means you should apologize to someone
right away before things could get worse. And if you say
you’re sorry for the things that you are sorry about, they won’t
keep building up on your back.
The Lord wants everyone to say sorry when they’ve hurt someone.
I feel like some people just try to forget about what they did,
and they don’t apologize. But that’s not okay, because they’ve
hurt somebody.
“There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.” God helps everyone apologize and learn from things
that have happened. If you step on someone’s shoes, all you must
do is say you’re sorry and try to do better next time.

Prayer: Dear God, please help us remember to say we’re

sorry when we should. Amen.

Maggie Kittle is 9 years old, and she likes to go
rollerblading. She enjoys gymnastics
and going swimming.
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Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said,
“Surely the LORD is in this place-and I did not know it!”
Genesis 28:16

J

acob had just woken up from the dream where he saw the
stairway reaching from earth to heaven, angels of God going
up and down. God spoke to Jacob from the top of the stairway.
When he woke up he was surprised.
As a junior in high school, though active in church, I am certain I
wasn’t thinking much about the presence of God, or if and how He
was speaking to me. It took me several years to wake up to that way
of thinking, to become aware of the possibilities.
During junior year I spent study hall time in the band room.
Freshmen started asking me to help them, even on instruments I
didn’t know. My band director saw this, told me I should major in
music and become a music director. He, along with my parents,
helped pave the way for that to happen. Was God present in the
band room, and did he speak to me through Mr. Svare?
Considering the path that put me on, I would now say it is quite
possible. I did major in music, became a high school music director,
where I met my wife June. Due to dysfunction in the school district
we left after a couple years. Was God present and did he speak
through the dysfunction? We ended up at Monona Lutheran;
I became Sunday School Superintendent and June a teacher. I then
received a phone call indicating Messiah was looking for a choir
director. Twenty four years ago we came to Messiah. I believe the
Lord was in each of these places and spoke to me through many
people along the way, in Deerfield, Oakfield, Monona, and here
at Messiah.
Prayer: Lord, help us to always be aware of

your presence, and to hear you when you
speak. Amen.
Clyde Nyhus currently serves as Coordinator of
Worship and Music at Messiah. He also sings in the
Edvard Grieg Norwegian Men’s Chorus in Madison.
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If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s.
Romans 14:8

S

ometimes we are celebrating the sacrament of Baptism for
an infant or child; at other times remembering the promise
of resurrection at a funeral service. Life in all its complexity—
rejoicing in new beginnings, and enduring the pain and sorrow of
loss—life comes full circle.
I need the reminder that my baptism gives me “new birth into a
living hope” even as Jesus works daily to drown my sinful nature
with the water of life—the living water of John 4:10 that washes me
clean. The reminder of new life—resurrection—comes again as we
bury our dead: “When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were
baptized into his death.” God alone can fulfill such astonishing
promises, the promises of our union with our Savior Jesus, and
our daily forgiveness in the crystal stream of his ever-flowing love
and grace.
How can we visualize the amazing life-giving power of Jesus, his
crucifixion, resurrection and ascension? I think of a tiny seed as
small as a grain of fine sand. It looks inert, lifeless—seemingly of no
value and with no future. Yet I know what will happen at the right
season. That seed will be planted in dirt, watered by rain and
encouraged by warm sunlight. God created this little seed, imbued
it with the gift of new life, and nurtures its small but significant
‘resurrection’ into something alive, growing, and good.
Prayer: Good and gracious God, you create us and breathe

new life into us daily. Help us to treasure
the gi$ of living fully in Christ. We are your
children, always; in living and in dying;
in mes of joy and in me of sorrow.
Use us to renew your crea on as we await
the return of Jesus in all his glory. Amen.
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Are any among you suffering?
They should pray. Are any cheerful?
They should sing songs of praise.

MARCH 13

James 5:13

L

osing a loved one is never easy no matter what the
circumstances are. As painful as my Dad’s sudden death was,
I was not prepared for the agony of watching my mom
gradually slip away from us as dementia gripped her body. It was
extremely difficult to see her morph from this strong, funny,
independent woman to a little girl who played with her food.
I actually started to mourn her “passing” about 2 years ago when she
truly was not my mom anymore, but this sweet little girl who I
wanted to protect and care for. I wasn’t sure what to ask God for;
I didn’t want her to suffer, but I wasn’t ready to lose her.
When I arrived at the memory care center for my last visit, I wasn’t
sure what to expect. All I knew was I wanted to make my mother’s
final hours as comfortable for her as possible. I stayed by her side
reading her the Bible, playing the hymns she loved and telling her
how much she was loved. Words cannot express how incredibly
awesome those 48 hours were. It was the most incredible journey
I’ve ever experienced and I was blessed to able to be with her as she
took her final breath. Mama left this world to be with her Father in
heaven peacefully and with dignity. I couldn’t ask for anything more.

Prayer: Dear Father God, thank you for providing hope

through the toughest of mes. Thank you for your promise of
eternal life. Thank you for always being with us and the
promise you will never leave us. Forgive us when we don’t
thank you enough for who you are and all
you give to us. We love you and we need
you every day. Amen.
Sandy Tiedt and her husband Steve are new members
of Messiah. She is the secretary at Wright Middle School
and loves to spend her free time with her
3 grandchildren as well as cruising in the Caribbean!
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Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;
teach and admonish one another in all wisdom.
Colossians 3:16

P

aul writes his letter to the Colossians because the people
were getting false information regarding beliefs and
practices in the Christian faith. Paul's advice to these
fledgling Christians—and to us—is to strive to be like Christ.
In order to be like Christ, we must have compassion, humility,
patience, and be forgiving. I would add to the list: be kind and
be nice.
And perhaps, maybe more important than all of these attributes is
love. Love not only inspires all of the above traits, but binds us
together as Christians. We need to follow Christ in every aspect of
our lives, whatever we think or do.
When is the last time you smiled and said hello to a stranger?
Try it—your smile may be the only smile that person will get all
day, or maybe longer.
Pastor Jeff reminds us in his homilies that we must be
compassionate, humble, patient, forgiving, kind, and nice. Above
all, we should show Love. The Word of Christ and being filled with
the Holy Spirit are very similar. When we are filled with the Holy
Spirit, we allow the Word of Christ to dwell in us richly.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, We pray to strive to live as our

loving Christ has taught us. May our ac ons always glorify
our Lord. Amen.

Gloria Simley and her husband Virgil have been
members of Messiah for five years.
She is on the Women's Ministry Committee and
volunteers wherever needed. Three children, seven
grandchildren, and a new great-grandson, all who live
out-of-state, round out the family.
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MARCH 15

Act with justice and righteousness and deliver
from the hand of the oppressor anyone who has
been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the
alien, the orphan, and the widow. Jeremiah 22:3

T

he Bible challenges us, not only in this passage, but
throughout the Old and New Testament, to DO NO WRONG
to those who are struggling (victims of theft, aliens, orphans,
and widows). Our God commands us to do what is just and right—
to protect marginalized people. So many people, agencies, churches,
community groups do just that—they provide food, shelter,
counseling and childcare for the homeless, single mom’s, and the
poor. When our government was shut down, many people who have
never needed to access these resources, got in line. And many
Americans stepped up to help. They met God’s command.
Yet, we build walls… and not just physical ones. On Tuesday nights
my husband and I volunteered at the YWCA caring for the children
of mothers who were homeless. Over our four years there, we have
learned behind each single mom’s face is a story of tremendous
hardship and struggle. I respect each mother as they raise their
children with minimal resources and family support, and celebrate
their successes. These women work in low wage service jobs, and
manage to pay for their apartment, childcare, and groceries. A wall
of judgement broke down when we got involved.
What does it mean to “DO NO WRONG?” Look around. See the faces
of those cooking your food in restaurants, cleaning your office or
hotel room, bagging your groceries, dry cleaning your clothes,
milking cows at big dairies. Know that each of them has a story filled
with adversity—yet they come to work each day and serve with
energy, commitment, and dignity. I’m working on an attitude of
gratitude, where I remember to express my thanks in every way
possible to these exceptional people.
Prayer: Loving God, Be with me as I encounter aliens, orphans and

widows. Help me create a culture of gratitude,
empowerment, empathy and compassion with all
whom I serve. Amen.
Mary Marshall joyfully retired in Nov. 2018 after 50
years of hard work, including washing school walls and
weeding around gravestones. She and her husband,
Doug, have lived in Sun Prairie for 31 years, where they
raised a son (now in NYC) and a daughter (Washington, DC).
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Live as children of light-for the fruit of the light is found in all that is
good and right and true.
Ephesians 5:8-9

T

oday’s verse brings my Aunt Martha to mind. She still
inspires me. Her love helped me feel good even when I
wasn’t at my best. Children loved Martha who saw each one
as special. She was my mother's oldest sister, 10 years apart.
Martha had spunk and saw beauty in others, especially children.
Martha had a hearty laugh and a loving heart open always to
others. Her life had joy and happiness, but also tragedies. Always
she was a light in my life and many others. Caring and kind, yet
stern when needed, she was quick to admit when she was wrong.
Martha’s faith in God was absolute. She endured deep grief and
tragic loss, but she always believed in the goodness of life. Martha
helped me know we are not alone, there is light in the world.
Jesus was also her go-to guy. Through prayer she found a way to
wake up every morning with hope. She would greet with a smile
the little girl at her back door at the start of a summer's day,
"Come on in! We'll have some cookies and milk. Wash your hands
first." And a lovely day would begin, with Aunt Martha who gave all
who knew her, especially the kids, a faith in God, in Jesus' name, in
the light that is found in all that is good and right and true.

Prayer: God, grant me always the knowledge of your will

for me. Show me the way to fulﬁll your wishes, in love and
understanding for all. I am grateful always for your being
with me in all things, whether joy or sadness, frustra on or
inspira on. You are awesome, God! Amen.

Glori Laundrie is Jim’s widow, the mother of
9 children (2 of whom are deceased), grandmother and
great-grandmother. She’s been a Messiah member for
16 years and thankful for her church family. She helps
teach Pre-Confirmation classes and delights in each
of these wonderful young people.
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MARCH 17

Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.
Matthew 19:14 NIV

“The person of hope lives in the moment with the knowledge and trust
that all of life is in good hands.” - - Henri Nouwen

C

hildren embody hope and trust. They believe life is in good
hands, despite temporary set-backs of falls, fights with friends,
and “time-outs.” Even in challenging domestic settings, children
still believe parents have a plan for their good. The story of Abraham
and Sarah, from Genesis, tells of great faith and hope, and of God
fulfilling his plan for them through the blessing of a son, Isaac, in their
later years. From Søren Kierkegaard, the great Danish philosopher:
“The wonder of faith lies in Abraham and Sarah’s being young enough
to wish, and in faith’s having preserved their wish and through it,
their youthfulness.”
The youthfulness we cherish as a society, when framed in these terms,
is to be desired and sought-after: the ability to retain our spiritual joy
and authentic trust in a loving God who created us. When Jesus spoke
the words of Matthew 19:14 to his disciples, it certainly had the obvious,
literal meaning of “don’t get in the way of these children and their desire
to seek me.” We are all called to bring children to church; to learn the
meaning of God’s love, and to participate in their faith community.
There is a larger meaning that is also a lesson to the disciples, and us
as adults: follow the example of these children, and of Abraham and
Sarah. Keep authentic and real joy in your hearts. Trust that like
children, you can run to your God, and he will accept you with loving,
wide-open arms. Truly, we cannot enter the kingdom now on earth, or
later in heaven except as a child. Alone, trusting, joyful.

Prayer: Dear Lord, Help us to trust in your

steadfast love and guidance; to embrace
your loving arms with the joy of a child,
knowing you have a plan for our good. Amen.
Annette Durkin lives in Post Falls, Idaho,
and is enjoying time spent with children,
grandchildren and friends.
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MARCH 18

Woe to those who make unjust laws…
to deprive the poor of their rights and withhold
justice from the oppressed.
Isaiah 10:1-2 NIV

I

have always noticed unfairness and strived to promote racial
equality. As early as the 6th grade I was aware of racial
prejudice and tried to spread the word we are all created
equally. I have a lot of spare time on my hands with my youngest
child now in college. I was lucky enough to read at the bottom of a
Messiah newsletter last summer Dane County and the fabulous Ron
Johnson were looking for peacemakers. I immediately called and
signed up. I am very proud of what we are doing for young people,
ages 17-25 years of age, who commit certain crimes.
We bring the victim, the offender, and the peacemakers together
and gather in a circle. We share stories and let the offender know
how their infraction affects the victim and the community. We then
enforce some kind of retribution to make the victim happy.
The victim is usually very happy to participate in this.
The DA often only sends the non-minority offenders to us and puts
the minorities through the court system. We are fighting every day
for equality and changing the minds of these law enforcers.
The unfairness and racial prejudice I witness is so frustrating but we
never tire of trying to change the minds and hearts of these people.
Prayer: Dear fair and gracious Lord who created all people
equally, please help those that govern us and make the
rules, do it with a fair and gracious hand, trea ng all
equally in your Name. Let those who suﬀer by the hands of
prejudice and unfairness, know you and
love you as you get them through their
suffering. In your Holy Name we pray. Amen.
Romini Pullen is a widowed very blessed mother of
5 happy, healthy, amazing young people. She is so
proud of them and grateful for their love in her
life. Romni is a florist and a peacemaker.
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R

Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,
so that you may discern what is the will of Godwhat is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2

eading this verse tells me an important truth: we need to be
transformed by renewing our minds.
The old saying goes: “You either use it, or you lose it.”

How true that is with the information we consume. From books to
audio content to podcasts to television, we’re processing so much
content it’s hard to keep it straight.
Our minds can easily become clouded without reviewing and
renewing. We aren’t drawn to cleaning out our minds. Rather, we
tend to collect more and more junk. We hold onto emotions and
feelings. We keep useless knowledge tucked away—something I
know from the trivia contests we’ve won of late—there’s a lot of
trivial information rattling around in our heads.
But if we make it our purpose to constantly renew our minds, we can
clean out the junk that we’ve brought in. We can make our minds
like new when we clear out the things that separate us from God.
Transformation through renewed minds comes as an opportunity
each week at church. At Messiah we believe in preaching the Word,
reading the Word, and singing the Word as invaluable in helping us
renew our minds.
I hope you’ll take the time to begin renewing your mind. Begin
clearing out the clutter. Begin refreshing what you’ve learned.
Begin searching out the truth.
Prayer: Dear Lord, Thank you for loving me.

May your Holy Spirit transform me.
In Jesus name, Amen.
Dale Puisto is married to Catherine. They reside in
Oconomowoc and enjoy making new friends. Both
continue to serve as ushers at Messiah and always look
forward to seeing friends and participating in worship.
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Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven
is my brother and sister and mother.
Matthew 12:50

R

ecently my wife's mother passed away. She was 91 and
during every one of those years she had touched people
with her generosity and kindness; as a daughter, sister,
mother, aunt, grandmother, and friend. But 91 years is a long time,
and as the family prepared for the visitation and funeral, it was
difficult to imagine how many people might attend, (or even be
around to attend!). Mary served as a volunteer at St. Mary's
hospital for 30 years, opened her home a number of times to
people who needed a place to stay, always generously gave to
charities, loved her family with extravagance, and even let her sonin-law be her Euchre partner (believe me, that was a gift!) Through
her activities, she had more good friends than you could count.
That was because SHE was good friend first.
So we stood in line waiting for the visitors to arrive, not knowing
what to expect. Even before the scheduled opening time, relatives
and friends began to arrive and within a half an hour there was a
line out the door. People waited 45 minutes or more just for the
opportunity to greet the family, extend condolences, offer a helping
hand. People the family hadn't seen in 20, 30, 50 years! It was a
tearful time, a heartfelt time, a remembering time… a loving time.
As I think back on it now and read the verse above, I know, that as
Jesus watched us, he was saying, “Here are my mother and my
brothers!” We share a kinship with each other, not of blood, not
even of friendship; but a love bond nonetheless. A kinship which
empowers us to reach out to those around us to do God's will.
Prayer: Great Provider, you've given us
Jesus to show us how to be a brother,
sister, mother, father to each other.
Help us recognize the bond we have with
all your children. Amen.
Jim Stolzenburg serves communion, is active on the
Racial Justice Team, and sings in the choir. Along with
his wife, Linda, they serve the homeless and participate
in Sinner's Dinners.
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MARCH 21

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down.
Psalm 146:8

E

veryone in life has had moments of “why me”—why am I
being dealt this cruel hand. At times maybe even directing
that question in a way to question where God is during a
difficult time, or wondering why we’re given this challenge instead of
somebody else.
Life is a bumpy road, filled with many ups and downs. But when we
hit a tough point in our journey, we have to remember that peaks
can’t exist without valleys. The test we often face is will we let our
valley’s consume us, define us, or let the potential peaks inspire us,
and ultimately define us.
It’s often in our deepest valleys we feel the most alone, yet it’s also
when we feel the strongest presence of God. God reminds us of the
journey ahead and the rewards to come in believing in him.
He inspires us to take the next step in our faith, to rise, and to live in
resemblance to the Christian path Jesus showed us.
God’s presence in us is not prejudiced. Regardless of race, location,
gender, wealth, health—His kingdom and love is offered to all.
He’s also not solely there just in our toughest moments. While we
look for God more at that time, we must acknowledge and respect
His presence in all days. It’s through Him we can more clearly see
and pursue the peaks ahead.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for picking me up when I’m

down, for grounding me when I’m high, but most importantly
for loving us in every step
of the way to your
kingdom. Amen.
John Miller and his bride Charlotte
and 3 beautiful girls, Marie, Sophie,
and Claire reside in Cottage Grove
and are proud members of Messiah.
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MARCH 22

Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? Matthew 6:26

I

struggled with this verse initially, unable to square what I saw
as its laissez-faire message with my own experience. In my
public health practice, I learned it’s a great luxury to be sure
the next meal is coming. Even in this community, kids and families
go hungry. The verse struck me as ironic when I lugged a bag of
birdseed to my feeders, trudging through deep snow. The birds
don’t have to reap or sow because they have me!
And then my new grandbaby was born. Right on time; perfect, pink,
and as beautiful as I could ever have imagined—with the cord
wrapped four times around her tender little neck. Just as she was
delivered, those ropey coils were revealed. The obstetrician sprang
into action and she somehow escaped any harm. As unspoken
“what ifs” drove shivers down our spines, Remi drew her first breath
and blessed us with a throaty cry. She is healthy and whole, and
I am so humbly grateful.
Her birth reminded me that my life is chock full of unexpected and
undeserved blessings. With babies, it’s easy to believe the best is
yet to come; but I also know it really isn’t up to me. Whether I like it
or not, even the best laid plans can be swept asunder. Trusting that
we are precious to God and leaning into His guidance and grace
may be the very best we can do.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for the many blessings in my

life. When I pray “your will be done,” help me to really hear
those words and live their meaning, trus ng in your inﬁnite
wisdom, grace, and love. Amen.
Pam McGranahan is an Associate Clinical Professor
of Nursing at UW-Madison, and a former Dane County
public health nurse. Her partner, David, is also a
member of Messiah. She has two adult sons, one
daughter-in-law (campaigning for a second!) and two
gorgeous little grandbabies, Truman and Remi.
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I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved
MARCH 23
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will give me on that day. 2 Timothy 4:7-8

I

write in honor and memory of my dear sister-in-law,
Margaret. We considered each other good friends, more than
just relatives by marriage. Margaret was a one-of-a kind
person who was unforgettable. She was friendly, loved
unconditionally, laughed easily, a little crazy and had a whistle that
could make your ears hurt! And we miss her like crazy!
After “fighting her good fight,” Margaret lost her 12 year battle
with many different cancers December 13, 2018. This last bout of
cancer was new, fast spreading and horribly painful for her.
Through it all, she remained positive and a true faithful follower of
Jesus. She was a Christian in every sense of the word: praying
without ceasing and always “keeping the faith.” When she said she
would pray for you, you knew she would with all her heart.
She was a true woman of God—never doubted her faith. Through
all her battles her Lord and Savior was right by her side, holding
her when she needed to be held and lifting her and urging her on
when she needed a little push. She was everyone’s champion—you
could not ask for a better, more loyal and caring friend.
Her loss is so hard for everyone connected to Margaret, especially
her husband and 2 grown sons. But, she wouldn’t want us to be sad
and maudlin about her passing. She would tell us to look to the
Lord and be thankful for all the time we shared. She fought her
good fight, as 2 Timothy says, and she truly wears her crown of
righteousness proudly, of this I have no doubt!
Prayer: Good and gracious God, help us to

all be faithful followers of you. Help us to be
ﬁghters in all of our struggles, love without
ques on and know you are always by our
side. Amen.
Karen Shilts and husband Richard have been members
of Messiah for about a year. They have an adult son in
Eau Claire. By publication time, Karen will be retired after
43 years in healthcare. She hopes to travel and spend
time with family and friends.
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MARCH 24

O LORD, I am oppressed; be my security!
Isaiah 38:14

I

struggled with this verse at first. Oppressed is a strong word.
But sometimes our pain and suffering can feel so
overwhelming that we do feel oppressed. For the more
common difficulties of life, I restated it as: “O Lord, I am suffering;
I ask for your comfort and support.”
Life can be difficult. I have lost family members who were very dear
to me. I have a daughter for whom life is not easy. I have friends
and family with health issues. Pain, loss and suffering come to all of
us eventually.
The good news is that when we suffer, we don’t have to suffer
alone. Our God is a God of love. Christ suffered and died for us—
out of love. God doesn’t promise we will never suffer. God doesn’t
promise he will fix things or make everything ok.
What God does promise is that whatever happens, He will be there.
Our God of love is present with us in whatever difficulty or tragedy
or brokenness we are enduring. God will comfort us, if only we ask.
As we sang recently in church: “Be with me Lord, when I am in
trouble, be with me, Lord, I pray.” (Psalm 91)

Prayer: Dear Lord, I ask for your comfort, help, and support

in this me of suﬀering. Help me to remember you love me
and are always with me. Grant me your peace. In Jesus
name, I pray. Amen.
Gail Schneider and her husband, Bill, moved to
Madison in December, 2017. She has two children,
Mark (in heaven) and Sara (in Dubuque) and a “bonus”
daughter and son-in-law, Liz and Andrew (in
Appleton). She is happy to have found
a new church home in Messiah.
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MARCH 25

If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
John 14:15

W

hen I first read this verse, I couldn’t help it… I thought,
passive-aggressive much? It sounded like every snippet of
conditional love I’d ever heard. “If you really loved me…,”
that sort of thing. But the more I read, I started to see things in a
completely different light.
At the last supper, Jesus is gently trying to prepare the disciples for
his departure, and they are (quite understandably) frightened out of
their minds at the thought of doing without him. They dismiss it,
asking silly questions attempting to deflect or deny this Great
Disturbing Thought. But Jesus says ‘Don’t worry… you got this!
I’ve taught you everything you need to know, shown you everything
you need to see, and I know you love me as much as I love you.’
He’s trying to get them to understand loving him is loving God;
seeing him is seeing God; carrying out his work is doing God’s work.
They love him, so they will keep his commandments simply because
there can be no other result. We hear this message every Sunday –
we are the eyes, hands, and heart of God in our world. If we truly live
that way, we can no more break those commandments than we can
stop breathing.
So relax—it’s not a conditional statement testing our love for Jesus…
it’s a reassurance if we just let ourselves love Jesus, we can’t help but
live the life he would want us to live!
Prayer: Lord, some mes we see ‘being good’ and ‘doing the

right thing’ as impossible burdens we carry
alone; help us to remember it’s as easy as
le:ng our love for you carry the load. Amen.

Cara Musick has been a member of Messiah for more
than 15 years, along with her husband Tim and
daughter Katie; she loves to sing and helps lead music
at various services and Sunday School.
23

MARCH 26

God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with
which he loved us even when we were dead through
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-by grace you have been saved. Ephesians 2:4-5

O

nce, a helpful friend shared a “backronym” with me:
GRACE = God’s Redemption At Christ’s Expense. Another
definition is “unmerited or undeserving favor of God to
those who are under condemnation.” Accepting grace is our
beginning of true and eternal life. Often, I have opportunities to
share when others need to understand grace for themselves.
Some were people in the last hours before their death. Some,
under deep condemnation of their fallen life, had never accepted
the gospel; others questioned their worthiness.
A saintly woman I knew well was dying of cancer. I visited and read
to her numerous times. On our last visit, I listened as she shared
her fear of death. Had she been good enough to be with the Lord?
Listening quietly as she shared, it was difficult to believe this
faithful servant would be suffering so. We prayed together. After
prayer, we discussed salvation and the grace by which we’ve been
saved. It was important she “remember” she hadn’t been saved by
good works, but by the unmerited love of God; her free gift from
God’s grace. It only needed acceptance by a forgiven sinner. Good
works aren’t our cost, rather love offerings from the forgiven to the
lover of our souls, Christ.
At Lenten season, let’s remember the meaning of Christ’s death,
resurrection, and grace.
Prayer: Jesus, we humbly and gratefully thank you for your

gi$ of grace. Please prepare and use us
Lord to share the message of your grace
with others. Amen.
Sharon Hewitt and husband David are members of
Messiah Lutheran. They have three lovely grown
children, who with their spouses, have contributed six
grandchildren (and one great grandson) to the happy
family. Sharon bakes for church events and sings in
the Senior Choir.
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MARCH 27

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
John 14:27

C

hapter 14 of John’s gospel begins “Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Trust in God.” In verse 8, Philip says “Lord, show us
the Father and that will be enough.” Then in verse 17: “And I
will ask the Father, and he will give you… forever… the Spirit of truth.
The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”
For followers at that time, when so much of their lives were revealed
only by the tangible world, the response to Philip’s request to be
shown had to be quite unsettling. Unsettling to be told the Father is
in you. But we can’t forget the chapter opens with and repeats again
in verse 27 “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” Jesus reminds the
disciples that they have followed him, heard his teachings and now
know God through the life he led. They now need to go out into the
world and do the same thing: they need to be seen and known as
disciples of Jesus.
Each time we focus on the Spirit in our souls, we are, in essence,
“resurrecting” that peace that lies within us. It brings a new meaning
when we wish someone “God’s peace.”
“Do not let your hearts be troubled…” —Relax, you got this.
Prayer: I like to think of the songs we sing in church also as

prayers. Don’t you ﬁnd that the words and melody of a song
from the day’s service pops into your head later in the day?
One of mine is “Let God be God in Me” —
“I let God be God in me, my sole authority,
of all my hopes and dreams, let the All in All
be all in all in me.” Amen.
Kathy Digman and her husband Michael have been
members of Messiah for over 25 years.
Their daughter, Erin, lives in St. Petersburg, Florida.
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MARCH 28

Do not put the LORD your God to the test.
Deuteronomy 6:16

A

quick search on the word “test” defines it as ‘a procedure
intended to establish the quality, performance, or
reliability of something, especially before it is taken into
widespread use.’ In Deuteronomy, the Israelites are arguing with
Moses and in turn testing God’s teachings for them.
I believe most of us can recall a time when we either tested
someone or have been tested by others. I remember one specific
instance when my brother, Joey, and I tested our Dad. We thought
if we laughed when Dad punished us, Dad would know the
punishment wasn’t working and look for a different way. Well
needless to say that wasn’t the way to go. I also can recall a time
when my son, Scott tested my love for him. Scott was not happy
with what was going to be served for supper and decided he would
run away. He went as far as packing a suitcase and reached the
back porch when he stopped. I can still see the look on his face
when he asked, ‘aren’t you going to stop me.’
Similar to the Israelites, we all put God and others to the ‘test.’
We are provided with God’s unconditional love, however we
continue to test that love and question God’s direction for our lives.
Hopefully during this Lenten season we can all forego ‘testing’ and
open our hearts to what God has in store for us.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, provide us with the wisdom to

cease tes ng the love and direc on you provide. Open our
minds and hearts to your loving guidance
and to accept all you have in store for us.
Amen.
Bonnie Eastman is a member of Messiah with
husband, Charlie, since 2002; has 2 children and
6 grandchildren; serves as an usher; and is
a member of the Stewardship Committee.
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He shall stand and feed his flock
in the strength of the LORD.

MARCH 29

Micah 5:4

A

s I reflected on this verse, the message continued to
broaden and deepen. For example, I find it interesting Micah
uses the word stand. He could have just said Jesus will feed
his flock in the strength of the Lord. Why the word stand? To me it
imparts an unwavering commitment of Jesus to embody the God he
came to proclaim.
Some days finding enough strength and energy to accomplish daily
tasks can feel impossible. Life can become overwhelming so quickly.
For each of us there are days when we are frozen, immobile, and
sometimes unable to rise and face the day. These are the days I find
I must lean on others who seem to stand strong and firm and
courageous. Every day these people remind me God stands for me—
a God whose light breaks through even my darkest days of struggle.
Here is a God who loves me and forgives me when I’m feeling
unworthy and unlovable.
In these moments I recognize again it is not what I do but what God
does that gives me strength. This is what helps me stand and start
again, time after time. Strength to listen when I feel I’m out of
patience, strength to laugh when I take myself too seriously and
strength to risk sharing vulnerable feelings with those who love me.
Micah 5:4 reminds me we are fed with the promise of God’s love and
there is always enough, no worries of running out. We can stand and
proclaim the Good News!
Prayer: Loving Creator, help us to see your unending

faithfulness reﬂected in those who stand so bravely every
day. May we ﬁnd strength to
con nue spreading your message
of love and peace each day. Amen.
Melissa Vanden Heuvel is married to
Pastor Jeff and together they are parents to
3 wonderful, adventurous teenagers, Ben, Joe
and Rachel. Melissa plays piano for the
10:30 RS Sunday services and the 4th 5:00 TS
Saturday evening service.
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Keep on loving one another
as brothers and sisters.

MARCH 30

Hebrews 13:1 NIV

W

hen I first read this verse I thought it would be easy to
reflect upon. I do love my sister, brother, and others.
Learning the true essence of love, compassion,
compromise and forgiveness has taken many years. God continues
to teach us to love one another throughout our lives.
The scriptures ask us to love those who are mistreated as if you
yourself were suffering. I began to look inside my heart and
wondered if I give that kind of love to others whom I meet by
chance. Do I see myself in others’ shoes? Unfortunately I have to
say I rarely have done so.
Recently I walked by a woman while on my way to work. She was
huddled by a large planter, looking cold and lonely. I wondered if
she knew about warming shelters where she could find food and
warm up. But, I didn’t stop to talk to her and soon stopped thinking
about her. Now I wonder whether this stranger may have been an
angel looking for compassion.
I am forever grateful to be a part of Messiah Church. Pastor Jeff
and his family help me to grow in faith. So do the other people
I know and meet at church.
Prayer: Dear God, help us to use the love and blessings you

give us to love our brothers and sisters. Help us to see the
suﬀering around us and put ourselves in others’ shoes. Help
us to reach out to those who need us most. In Jesus name
we ask. Amen.

JoAnn Marx is a Messiah member whose son will be
married this June. She is grateful to God for the gift of
healing that has come to several relatives in the past
year. She feels blessed by our awesome God!
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MARCH 31

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!
2 Corinthians 5:17

T

his verse gives new light to the term “born again Christian.”
Because Christ died for all then all have died—the old is gone
and the new has come. And all who believe this and now live
in him should no longer live for themselves but for Christ who gave
himself for all. We were given a baptism of sorts through Christ’s
death and resurrection, a new beginning.
A baby being baptized is given to God, reconciled to him through
Christ: a new beginning. They go to Sunday school, and through
confirmation a commitment is made and again there is a new
beginning. However this verse states that at any time a person can
choose to give themselves to Christ and become a new creation.
Reborn. The old will be gone and the new has come. No matter what
you have done, forgiveness is yours and you can begin to live
through and for Christ. Reborn. There is always hope.
For I know the plans I have for you says the Lord, plans to prosper you
and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
(Jeremiah 29:11). The promises have been set before us. The choice
is always ours. If we choose to reconcile ourselves with Christ who
died for us, to live in him, to find our path through him we can be a
light in our world and make a difference by setting an example for
others. By doing this we also prosper. What better promises could be
made for us!

Prayer: Dear Christ, help me to become new

in you and to understand the plans you have
made for me. May I live in the assurance of
your love. Amen.
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APRIL 1

Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out,
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also. Luke 12:33-34

P

eople carry bags and purses of all sizes, some small and
dainty with just a few things in them, some large and
overflowing carrying everything with them. My purse is the
latter, a large oversized bag with lots of things in it like church
bulletins, pictures, receipts, hand drawn pictures from Dora, and
pins from a mission trip. It carries mementos of my life.
Things I like to remember.
It also carries pens, tape, Band-Aids, Kleenex, wet wipes and snacks.
Things I think I will need. Every now and then I need to clean out
my purse; it provides a time to reflect on my life the past few
months. What I have done, places I have been, things I have seen,
moments I have shared. My purse reminds me of the things I carry
in my life, the happy times and the hard times. It is always
overflowing.
My purse is also a reminder that things in my life are just things,
some are mementos, and some are just in case, none are needed.
My true treasures in life are the moments shared with those I love
and carry in my heart.
May you find joy in life in the simple pleasures of your purse.

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for helping us know the true

treasure, your son, Jesus. Amen.

Julie Neppl is wife to Phil, Mom to Dora.
She has been a member at Messiah for 18+ years.
Julie enjoys serving communion at the 10:30 RS
worship service and spending time with
her church family.
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APRIL 2

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13

R

omans 15 is much more than the hope, joy and peace of
today’s verse. Most of it’s about helping others, building
them up and living in harmony.

We live in turbulent times: mass shootings in the US, wars in different
parts of the world and constant threats. Reading this chapter I thought
what if we really lived by God’s word and helped each other and built
each other up rather than tear people down. If we lived in harmony
as verse 5 asks, I bet our world would look very different and people
would be filled with hope. I’m so thankful I’ve never felt hopeless.
Ten years ago I volunteered at a half-way house for women returning
to Madison from either drug/alcohol treatment or incarceration.
We went monthly to do crafts and Bible study with the residents.
I will never forget following a Bible study, a woman who was soon
returning home to Beloit started to cry. She lived in an area filled
with drugs and violence. Dealers sometimes used her porch to do
business. She feared harm would befall her young children if she
called the police. She felt so hopeless and I felt so helpless not
knowing how to help. We cried, hugged and prayed that God would
protect her and her family.
If only we could live in harmony, we could be filled with hope, joy
and peace. So many people need our help. They may find hope
in a smile, hug or donation of food or clothing. Look around and
see where God is calling you to make a difference: offer hope to
the hopeless.
Prayer: Father God, open our eyes to see those around us

who are searching for hope. Give us courage
to share some of the blessings we have so
that others can ﬁnd joy and peace. Amen.
Holly Tunak and husband, Clyde, enjoy spending time
at their cottage in Boscobel, walking, biking and nature.
Holly is Messiah’s Executive Ministry Assistant.
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APRIL 3

Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like you, majestic in holiness,
awesome in splendor, doing wonders?
Exodus 15:11

E

xodus 15 is the Song of Moses. It is said to be the oldest
recorded song in the world. I love this kind of trivia since
I am in Messiah’s choir. Don't tell anyone I can't read a note!
I have a great memory and if I hear my daughter Sarah's beautiful
voice singing it I can memorize it. Singing it repeatedly at practice
on Thursday nights helps too. We have so much fun at choir practice!
On Sunday mornings, we know we sang a great song by watching
Brynn's reaction; if she gets misty, we know we nailed it and we are
all happy knowing we have touched someone with our song.
At my daughter’s wedding, I chatted with a scientist. I knew his son
had a brain tumor when he was young and he mentioned his son
just passed his 10 year brain scan with flying colors. I wasn't sure
about his faith walk and I gently, almost in a whisper asked him if
he prayed for his son. He said no, he depended on science to help
him. Inside, my heart was crying out science is limited to what we
know now, today, but God has infinite wisdom. I didn't say
anything because I figured I had said enough for now.
I will keep singing my songs of praise and thanksgiving for his son
and his recovery. It is my way of expressing relief, gratefulness, and
adoration to God for their family going through so many traumas
and coming out with hope.
Prayer: God of all our hope and futures, please forgive us

for not depending on you for everything. Help us to praise
you with our deepest reverence and to
remember you have greatness beyond
compare--beyond science. Amen.
Penny Duane loves singing in the choir.
She is a White House news junkie. Penny collects fabric
(ha!) for art quilts and has big dreams for her
4 children and 5 grandchildren.
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APRIL 4

Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming,
and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God, and those who hear will live.
John 5:25

W

e are told when we first enter into the house of Lord,
“he who believes in him (Jesus Christ) shall have eternal
life.” We are told if we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior,
we will get to live with him forever behind the pearly gates of
heaven. This is all reaffirmed in the reading John 5:25 “...the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.”
The dead, who hear the voice of Jesus, will have eternal life in
heaven. When we leave this world we pass on to a new world, with
no hurt, no suffering. It gives us a final relief, during the end of our
time. Once this is all done, once the final goodbyes are said here on
earth, I get to join the family of angels in heaven. No matter what
sins we have committed, the hardships we have faced, in the end we
have the love of Jesus Christ, and the acceptance into his eternal
kingdom. “The best is yet to come.”

Prayer: Dear Lord, please help those who are hur ng.

Help those who are suﬀering in their last days, help them
know there is a light at the end of their tunnel, your light.
Help those around them know that though their beloved may
be leaving them, they will live on with you in your eternal
kingdom. Help those who are lost: help them ﬁnd your love
and forgiveness, so they too can join you in heaven. Amen.

Anyssa Cure has been a member of Messiah
for as long as she can remember. She’s been on multiple
youth mission trips. In her free time Anyssa enjoys
spending time with family and friends, and cuddling with
her furry monsters: Atlas and Nikita.
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APRIL 5

I will not let you go, unless you bless me.
Genesis 32:26

T

he context of this verse is Jacob wrestling with an angel
(perhaps, a stand-in for God) all night long. As daybreak was
about to come, the angel said he must leave, and Jacob
responded with “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” God did
bless him and changed his name from Jacob, which means “the
deceiver,” to Israel, which means “one who struggles with God.”
I haven’t physically wrestled anyone since I was a kid. Back in the
1950s, I had a fight with my brother, Danny (2 years older than me),
almost every day. I usually was the one who had to say, “I give,”
until I learned I could win more fights if the fights were verbal
rather than physical. We rarely yelled at each other, but we
attempted to defeat our opponent by outsmarting or belittling
them. In retrospect, we should have learned from Jacob’s example,
and asked the opponent for their blessing as the ending to the
argument. I’m sure that would have been a better way to mend
hurt feelings.
Today, I feel that whenever I “wrestle” with anyone, I’m on God’s
side, and my opponents are not. My opponents may feel the same
way—that God is on their side, not mine. Some of the issues that
prompt the verbal wrestling are immigration, health care, gun
control, or even what the priorities of our church should be. Maybe
if we all started to think about blessing our opponents, or being
blessed by them, we would begin to make progress on resolving
some of our issues.
Prayer: Thank you, God, for blessing us,

despite our squabbles. Amen.

Marian Korth is one of the organists at Messiah.
She and her spouse, Mim Jacobson, live in Cambridge
and provide assisted living for a 98-year-old woman
who lives with them.
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APRIL 6

Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3:13-14

W

hen I read my assigned verse I had to catch my breath!
It describes exactly where I am in my life. After 81 years of
a very blessed existence I feel spiritually mature and
prepared for the next step, which is to receive the prize of His call to
the heavenly kingdom.
My sister, Bonnie and I enjoyed fulfilling childhoods knowing we
were loved and in a stable family. Bonnie married a college graduate
and I married my man Bill when I was 18 and he was 20. Through
hard work we both were blessed in our careers, raised three great
kids and enjoyed 61 years as soul mates and true partners. When he
passed away last year I needed to put aside what was behind and
strain forward to a completely new life.
Bonnie’s husband died when she was 37 and had 5 children to raise.
She lost one son before her death and a second son this fall.
Two of her 3 boys inherited “Spinal Cerebral Ataxia with Peripheral
Myopathy” from their father, who never knew he carried it.
Bonnie had that and so many more devastating hits during her life
while my life was like everyone’s dream. We candidly talked about
the differences several times before she died without answers.

Prayer: Lord, we live each day of our lives, straining forward

to ﬁnd our way, knowing that at the end of our journey,
we will be with God because of the sacriﬁce
of your son, Jesus Christ. I gratefully look
forward to the call and the prize. Thank you
for my life. Amen.
Judy Harris loves people and life, is SAM’s “pie lady,”
reads scripture, serves communion, is a greeter and sings
in the choir at the 8:15 RS services.
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APRIL 7

Abide in my love . . . . I have said these things
to you so that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be complete.
John 15:9, 11

W

hen I read this, Jesus is telling us that believing in him
and living like him will give us the best joy.

I started thinking about what gives me joy today. I think about
being with family. I think of people being kind. I think of when
I can help make others happy. I think of knowing people are safe.
Each of these things are what God asks us to do. Believe in him.
Honor our families. Love our neighbors. And obey the other
commandments.
These aren’t just good rules, this is a recipe for joy and happiness!

Prayer: Thank you for showing us a way to live a life of

purpose and joy. Amen!

Sophie Miller is a 5th grader at
Glacial Drumlin School
and a joyful member of Messiah.
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APRIL 8

I know that you can do all things, and no purpose
of yours can be thwarted.
Job 42:2

T

his verse talks about being able to do anything and says no
purpose of yours can be stopped. This verse spoke to me
because it made me realize that even with the obstacles I
face, my purpose will always continue. I struggle with believing in
myself, and sometimes, it really blurs the sight of my main goal and
its purpose.
I will always have obstacles and insecurities, and they will never stop
getting in the way of my focus. But, if I am able to believe in myself,
I will be another step closer to overcoming my obstacles and
achieving success. There are days where I am unstoppable and joyful,
and I earn an award for pleasing myself and everyone. On these days
I know God is helping me out. But I have my downfalls, and they
aren’t always tiny, sometimes they are big. They are so big that my
thoughts aren’t happy; they are angry and filled with worries.
The good news is I always recover, and I believe that‘s Gods way of
telling me, it’s okay to fall, but you have to get back up. My goals are
my main focus again, and I regain control. Problems are bound to
happen, and it’s okay to fall. But you have to get back up, regain
your focus and keep running. You run until you win, until you have
reached your goal. You can do all things, and no good purpose can
be permanently stopped. Always remember this, and fight until
you’ve driven out the darkness. You are strong enough to continue
through anything.
Prayer: We thank you Jesus for being with

us always and reminding us that all good
purposes will in me prevail. Amen.
Lydia Hoffhein is in 9th grade. She is a participant in
YOW (Youth on Wednesdays) at Messiah who enjoys
playing football, reading, writing, and helping others.
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APRIL 9

My soul waits for the LORD more than those
who watch for the morning.
Psalm 130:6

D

o you ever feel stuck in a rut? Or feel like one day is much
the same as the next with no light at the end of the tunnel?
Maybe for you it is prolonged unemployment, a battle with
addiction, or the difficulty of coping with chronic disease. For me,
it is an ongoing feeling of disappointment by not being able to
help more.
I am reminded by today’s verse to think differently. David is writing
of a hope greater than that of one waiting through the night for
day to break. I think of the excitement of a child as I’ve witnessed
my daughter eagerly wait for Christmas morning, or the joy she
experiences with a snow day. He writes to encourage all of us to
remember the gifts of God’s promise are greater than that of this
earthly realm. When we believe in God with this kind of faith, we
will receive unending blessings of mercy and grace. We will know
God in a relationship that allows us to serve others in his name
through Love. He has made this promise to each and every one of
us. He has given each of us different skills to do his work.
We simply have to choose it and adopt the attitude to let him work
through us. Today’s verse helps me to eliminate my despair and
know that God will use me as he sees fit, when the time is right.

Prayer: Father, I pray for the power to let go of the

distrac ons of this world which keep me from seeing the
glory of your gi$s and to allow your Love to be reﬂected
through me to others. Amen.
Sue Meng has been a member of Messiah for
over 15 years, being involved as a Council
member in the past and currently serving as a
teacher in the Sunday school program.
She also enjoys co-leading her daughter’s
Girl Scout troop.
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APRIL 10

In Christ all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have
been created through him and for him. Colossians 1:16

L

ast year at spring break, we took a trip to the Southwest.
Knowing we would be at the Grand Canyon on Sunday, I joked
with Jeff and Clyde that I would be worshipping directly with
the Big Guy himself that week. The whole trip was filled with awe
inspiring scenery in Arizona, Utah, and Colorado. I find it pretty easy
to think about the divine source of our environment and our lives
when facing scenery like this. But it’s a little harder for me to find
God in my daily life. And I don’t just mean that I fail to appreciate the
beauty of a single flower, or the power of a snowstorm, and
recognize God’s touch in our lives. Rather, when I encounter the
people that are placed in my daily life, I fail to recognize their talents,
strengths, and beauty.
When I have to navigate situations in my life, I don’t recognize that
God has placed these challenges for me either to succeed and feel a
sense of accomplishment, or perhaps to struggle and learn, and
accept I am not in control of the world around me. So when I read
this verse, I think of my need to relax and enjoy the journey of life,
and recognize the divine source of everything I encounter, whether it
be the snow on a sidewalk I need to shovel, work I need to finish, or
a hike through Arches National Park I need to take.

Prayer: Lord, help me to ﬁnd and appreciate the peace and

beauty that you provide for me throughout every day. Amen.

Tim Musick has been a member of Messiah
for more than 15 years, along with his wife Cara and
daughter Katie, and also plays guitar at services.
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APRIL 11

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of
the church sins against me, how often should I forgive?
As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.” Matthew 18:21-22

P

eter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? Do we
really forgive as many as seven times?” Jesus said to him,
“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.”
I have often found myself asking how many times should I forgive
others their mistakes. How many times will I be able to forgive
someone? Often people in today's society think we can only get
one chance. We only are able to mess up once, otherwise someone
will abandon us.
But, Jesus tells us we should give people many chances, no matter
what they do. So, why don’t we forgive others multiple times after
Jesus tells us to do so? Why don’t we care enough to keep on
trying to forgive others? We have told ourselves that people only
get one chance. We can’t sin. We can’t make mistakes. Jesus says
we shall be forgiven for all our sins. So, why do we think that we
shouldn’t also forgive?

Prayer: Dear Lord, please teach us to forgive others,

no ma@er what we do. We need to forgive ourselves and
start anew just as much as we need to forgive others.
Amen.

Hallie Nelson is a 7th grader at DeForest Area
Middle School. She has been a member of Messiah all
of her life. She enjoys various activities, such as
reading, painting, and dancing.
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A soft answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.

APRIL 12

Proverbs 15:1

I

f someone speaks to us in a harsh, angry voice, we feel the need
to respond in kind—perhaps in a louder voice. Does it help?
Maybe we feel better for a heartbeat, but it doesn’t solve anything.

Proverbs, attributed to wise King Solomon, are thought by scholars
to come from many Middle Eastern cultures and were collected over
many years. They were used to teach the young how to live and
prosper. My parents quoted Proverbs to me and I’m sure we can
each think of a few favorites.
“A soft answer” reminded me of the poem “Speak Gently” by David
Bates: “Speak gently! It is better far to rule by love, than fear. Speak
gently let not harsh words mar the good we might do here! Speak
gently! It’s a little thing dropped in the heart’s deep well; the good
the joy, which it may bring, eternity shall tell.”
I learned this lesson first-hand raising our sons. They could easily get
loud and rambunctious squabbling with each other or breaking
household rules. To be heard over them it was tempting to raise my
voice to get their attention—and oftentimes I did. And just as often
was ignored. One day an idea dawned on me, speak gently, speak
softly, and deliver words of love when they seemed least deserved.
It got their attention right away! “What was mom saying? Maybe we
need to listen?!”
Speak gently as Jesus would instruct us. “Rule” with loving words.
The good, the joy this will bring ripples outward. Love always wins!
Prayer: Dear Lord, it is easy to feel anger well up when I

encounter injus ces. Remind me to diﬀuse
anger and reﬂect your love with gentle words
—words that heal, help and befriend. Amen.
Catherine Puisto and husband Dale have two grown
sons. Catherine enjoys volunteering at the library and the
Festival of Arts in Oconomowoc where they make their
home. She delights in coordinating Messiah’s annual
Lenten Devotions booklet.
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APRIL 13

So you have pain now; but I will see you again,
and your hearts will rejoice,
and no one will take your joy from you.
John 16:22

I

knew I was an imposter. “Let not your hearts be troubled.”
I heard college classmates say things like this, seemingly with
perfect faith and confidence. They were amazing to me. The
big test didn’t faze them. They seemed to navigate every situation
without a shred of doubt or fear. Oh, I had faith. I felt joy. I was
happy. But at times I also felt uncertain, afraid, and broken. My
faith couldn’t shield me from doubt and fear. At times, I even tried
to act like them, putting on an outward display of perfect faith.
But, it was just an act. I was an imposter. I knew my faith wasn’t
strong enough to remove my doubt, my pain, my fear.
It took me many years to understand that pain and brokenness are
as much a part of human existence as joy and happiness. When my
father died, my tears and heartache weren’t due to a lack of faith,
rather the pain of loss. The pain from that loss is as important to
me as the joy I feel from the countless happy memories of my life
with him.

Jesus tells us we have pain now. It is part of our earthly life,
something we cannot escape no matter what kind of brave face we
try to put on. We also have some amazing promises: the promise
we are never alone, even when we suffer or when we are angry,
fearful, broken. God is always with us, even in our darkest most
difficult times. We have the promise of the Resurrection, that time
when we will see God, when our hearts will rejoice and we will have
joy no one can ever take away.
Prayer: God, be with us in mes of joy
and mes of pain, un l the me when our
joy will never end. Amen.
Mark Huth is President and CEO of Group Health
Cooperative, as well as a regular musician at worship
services. He and his family treasure the welcoming,
inclusive community of Messiah.
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APRIL 14
PALM S UNDAY

Let those who fear the LORD say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
Psalm 118:4

H

ave you heard the song “Ain’t no Mountain High Enough?”
The Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell hit from the late 60s,
has the wonderful chorus, “Ain’t no mountain high enough.
Ain’t no valley low enough, ain’t no river wide enough, to keep me
from getting to you.” I’ve always loved this song and its catchy tune.
And it’s a perfect anthem of unconditional and enduring love.
When I think about enduring love, I can’t help but think about my
parents. I’ve really been missing them lately. They passed away a
number of years ago when both they and I were much too young.
It’s been wonderful though to think of them and to think about the
indelible fingerprints their love has left on my life. Even though they
are gone, their love endures and it continues to shape my being, my
actions, and most importantly, how I love others.
My parents’ enduring love offers just a glimpse of God’s love for us:
a steadfast and unconditional love that encompasses God’s
faithfulness, mercy, and graciousness—a love which is not bound by
mountains, valleys or rivers.
Who has shown you unconditional and enduring love? How can we
share God’s enduring love with those around us?

Prayer: Dear God, help us remember there are no

mountains, rivers, or valleys separa ng us from your
enduring love. Thank you for the people who
love us uncondi onally. Help us share your
enduring love with others. Amen.
Teresa Palumbo is Messiah’s Youth and Family
Ministry Coordinator, working with youth in 5th grade
through college. She is married to Clark Kellogg and is
stepmother to Royx.
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APRIL 15

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Matthew 5:9

T

his is the seventh of nine Beatitudes from The Sermon on
the Mount where Jesus addressed God’s recommendations
for our moral living. The word “blessed” implies being rich
with inner peace and joy. To me, being a peacemaker means to set
a good example; to try to end fights instead of start them. Jesus
gave the best example of being a peacemaker when he died on the
cross to make peace between God and sinners.
When we carry this to others, we too are God’s peacemakers.
Before we can be peacemakers of God, we must have a relationship
with God. My relationship with God looks much like my relationship
with my parents. I believe in him: he is present in my life (lives in
my home, goes to my school, playdates, and sleep overs and sports
activities with me). We do fun things together (worship at church,
go to Sunday school). He helps guide and teach me (he gave us the
Bible to read and he puts people or situations in my life to guide
and teach me). I trust him (I know God’s always there for me),
and I share personal experiences with him (I pray and tell him
about what’s going on in my life).
There is a great need for people to be peacemakers, whether
between nations, or labor and management, or students and
administrations or mediating peace within churches or families.
We should be grateful for all the people who seek to be
peacemakers. To be a peacemaker ourselves, we must examine the
desires of our own heart and pray for peace and clarity within us.
Prayer: Dear God, guide me to be a peacemaker and not a
person who contributes to conﬂict. Please help
us to follow your moral guidance from
Ma@hew 5. Amen.
Adelyn Bentler (Goddaughter and niece) and
Amy Wagner (Godmother and aunt) are today’s
writers. They were inspired by the verse and Google
searches. Adelyn interpreted and she and Amy
wrote this together.
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APRIL 16

O God, you know my folly;
the wrongs I have done are not hidden from you.
Psalm 69:5

A

t its simplest reading, this is a confession that the Psalmist
has sinned and is confessing it to his God. We too need to
make the same confession. We all try to put our best foot
forward. We all zealously protect our deepest, darkest secrets.
Maybe we do such a good job that our family and friends don’t
know what we are hiding. People we work with or casually meet
certainly don’t know. You know that old saying “You can fool all of
the people some of the time, but….” But, God knows.
We believe we are saved by God’s grace, not by our words,
arguments, intellectual prowess, works or deeds. But we continue to
make up, or cover up, our failings with our attempts at good works,
thoughts, and accomplishments. God knows we are anything but
perfect. However, even with our faults, mistakes, and sins, he forgives
us and still loves us. Jesus gave his life on the cross, so those who
believe in him may not perish but have everlasting life. What a
wonderful future to look forward to.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you know me be@er than I know

myself. Thank you for loving me, for forgiving my sins
through your grace, even though I am my own worst enemy.
Regardless of how hard I try to live a sinless life, I fail over
and over. My pride, vanity, and ego always trip me up.
Please forgive me all my inten onal and uninten onal sins.
Help me to forgive those who have or I
perceived to have, sinned against me.
In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
Jim Pofahl moved to Madison from Waukesha in
October 2017 and joined Messiah about a year ago.
He is a widower who retired from working as an Adjunct
Assistant Professor of Accounting at UW Oshkosh.
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APRIL 17

One who rules over people justly,
ruling in the fear of God, is like
the light of morning, like the sun rising.
2 Samuel 23:3-4

I

n the thirty-nine plus years that I have been teaching, I have
been reminded thousands of times how I have influenced my
students who have come into my classroom. My reaction to
this at the beginning of my career was, “I was just doing my
job.” Well, my job was not only to teach the academics to these
young people, but also to teach them about how to live in the
world they were about to enter as young adults. The question kept
coming back to me was, how?
The answer came in the movie, “To Sir with Love.” Treat them as
young adults NOW before they become young adults. Make them
accountable for their actions. Challenge them to be better than
they think they are. Push them to be the best they can be. To make
them want to do this they had to believe in themselves. They also
had to believe in me. I had to show them I truly cared for them.
They had to see I also wanted the best for them. Most importantly
they had to see Christ in me, in my actions and my words. Over the
course of my teaching career I also changed my outlook. It became
no longer a job, but a ministry God has given me.

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for giving me this gift of teaching.

Continue to use me each and every day as I bring sunlight into
the lives of the young people whom I teach. Amen.

Ray Robinson is a middle school math and science
teacher at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Fort Atkinson,
Wisconsin. You will find him and his wife, Kathy, at the
late service on Sunday, usually with some
of their grandchildren.
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APRIL 18
M AUNDY THURSDAY

Mortals look on the outward appearance,
but the LORD looks on the heart.
1 Samuel 16:7

T

his was the Lord’s answer when Samuel had thought that Eliab,
apparently being a tall man with fair features, was fit to be the
successor to King Saul, but the Lord told him that he did not
have the proper heart to be the King.
I work under the Loss Prevention department of a retail store and we
are sometimes required to use our judgment to determine if a
customer needs to be checked. Dealing with nearly thousands of
customers weekly has opened my eyes on how easy it was to have the
wrong idea about someone based on their appearance. Most of these
people—from the seemingly intimidating to the ones who dress
neatly—are all down-to-earth humans who deserve love once you
actually talk to them.
Because we keep quiet about it, we often pretend that we’re not
judgmental but find ourselves stereotyping the people around us in
our heads. We should strive to be like the Lord and not judge by the
outward appearance. We are all children of God. This also applies to
us, instead of just dressing and acting nice, we should truly be Godly
and kind to one another. What’s important to God is not that you wear
nice clothes or that you spend a lot of money donating in front of
everyone. What the Lord cares about is that for everything you do,
even when nobody is watching, you do it with your heart.
Prayer: Lord, you have not forgo@en to give us another day,

we should not forget to always thank you. We ask for you to
make us like you so that our hearts can be
pure and accept, love and give to those
around us. Amen.
Steven Andriantsiratahina is a blessed preacher’s kid
in a family of six and ushers at the Messiah Church.
He likes tea with three teaspoons of sugar,
but he also loves meeting people.
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One of the criminals who were hanged there said,
me when you come into your kingdom.”
APRIL 19 “Jesus, remember
Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be
G OOD FRIDAY
with me in Paradise.” Luke 23:42-43

F

or I know the plans I have for you says the L<=>, plans to
prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future. (Jeremiah 29:11) This is one of my favorite verses.
Life is uncertain, but God has a plan for us if we trust Him with our
whole heart. God’s plan tells us the best is yet to come.
Another Bible favorite is the Passion Story. Jesus knew the plan God
had for Him–His earthly life’s purpose. He knew it would not end
easily but if He stuck to the plan, He could offer saving grace for all!
Jesus talked, taught, loved and set examples until He suffered and
died for us. Jesus was still changing lives when a thief and a murderer
hung on the next crosses. One criminal believed Jesus didn’t belong
there, somehow knowing Jesus was the Messiah. Luke tells us the
thief asked Jesus to remember him. Jesus answered: “I tell you the
truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” The best is yet to come!
Some fall into their life’s plan easily while others struggle. Your plan
is in your heart. When you don’t always follow your heart, God sends
you an occasional wink to bring you back—a strong coincidence that
brings you back to your plan. Whether you stray—a little or a lot—
God loves you just like the criminal on the cross. Some day we will all
be with Him in paradise! So look forward, listen to your heart, turn
pain into passion, and love. Lift up others like Jesus did, and change
your corner of the world remembering, “The best is yet to come!!”
Prayer: Lord, I pray all who read this know how much you

love us all and share that love with others who need to
know. Guide us in your ways Lord un l we
reach life with you in paradise. Amen.

Brynn Schulte is a church musician and an
adult confirmation leader.
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APRIL 20
VIGIL OF E ASTER

When you search for me, you will find me;
if you seek me with all your heart,
I will let you find me, says the LORD.
Jeremiah 29:13-14a

T

his verse reached out to me the moment I saw it. My youngest
son, age 13 and I began coming to Messiah after the tragic loss
of my nephew Wyatt. The sadness and shock behind why God
would take him from us was incomprehensible to the entire family.
It is impossible for an adult to make sense of it much less teenagers.
This verse reads “yes, when you’re serious about finding me, and want
me more than anything else, I’ll make sure you are not disappointed.”
It isn’t about God providing material things but more about showing
me that although he cannot always “fix” things or make sure that
tragedies never happen there is a bigger picture. If I believe in him he
will show me this picture, help me understand and feel settled. I want
my family and me to feel God has us in the palm of his hand. I pray
I will grow to have faith and believe he is watching out for us and he is
in charge. I don’t know how else to find this other than by asking God.
Pastor Jeff presided at my nephew’s funeral. I can still hardly write the
word funeral in the same sentence with Wyatt’s name. However, since
this loss my 13 year-old, Brooks, has insisted on going to church every
Sunday. “My favorite day is Sunday because I get to go to church.”
(Thank you Pastor Jeff.) We have both begun to feel more settled in our
grief and the day to day difficulties in life. I credit the Lord for this.

Prayer: Dear God, help my family and me

continue to grow in faith always. Amen.

Michele Kryshak was born and raised Catholic.
She’s been married 24 years and has four amazing
sons. Michele is a Hospice social worker, who loves her
job despite the challenges on a good day.
She feels blessed to have 6 siblings and an
85 year-old mom in her life.
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APRIL 21
EASTER DAY

Jesus
Why doRemember
you look for
the Christ,
living
risen
fromthe
thedead?
dead.
among
2 Timothy
NASB
Jesus is not here,
but has2:8
risen.
Luke 24:5

I

n his book Carpe Diem (Seize the Day); Tony Compolo recounts a
famous parable from existentialist philosopher, Frederick Nietzsche.
One day a madman charged into the marketplace of a medieval
village, leapt onto the cathedral steps, and shouted to the crowd 3
times, I want a requiem mass! (A requiem mass is a funeral service.)
As the madman shouted his demand, the crowd answered back. Why?
Who’s died? The madman looked at the crowd with a chilling gaze and
spoke loudly. God has died, God is dead! When the crowd mocked his
seemingly absurd announcement, the madman retorted: Well, if God is
not dead, then why have your churches become mortuaries?
Now here is a challenge for us on Easter Sunday! In Luke’s Gospel an
angel appears to the women at the empty tomb, women who are
grieving and crying over the loss of their friend, women of sorrow and
deep sadness. The angel announces—God is NOT dead! The angel is
challenging them to live like their Lord—to be fully alive.
Today we proclaim to the world that God is NOT dead! And if God is
not dead then our churches should not be dead either. This is the
challenge. If God is alive then every time we gather for liturgy we
should gather as a people of joy. Then our churches should be places
where we work with God to build a kingdom of justice and peace.
If God is alive then even on our darkest days we will be people of hope,
trusting that God will be God for us and in the end there will come a
resurrection. Believe this my friends. Whatever your darkness, doubt or
death—God is alive!

Prayer: O Risen One, make us faithful followers of the spirit

of Your Resurrec on. May we be renewed each day, dying
to ourselves so You may live in us. May our lives serve
as signs of the power of Your love. Use us as Your
instruments for the renewal of society, bringing
Your life and love to all, and leading them
to real Life. This we ask of You, the One
who is God forever. Amen.
Pastor Jeff Vanden Heuvel
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ASH W EDNESDAY, March 6
6:00 TS
7:00 TS

Soup Supper, Social Hall
Worship Service

W EDNESDAYS DURING L ENT, March 13 - April 10
6:00 TS
7:00 TS

Soup Supper, Social Hall
Worship Service

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION, PALM SUNDAY, April 14
Regular Saturday and Sunday Worship Services

HOLY W EEK
7:00 TS
1:00 TS
7:00 TS
5:00 TS

8:15 RS
9:00 RS
10:30 RS

April 18, Maundy Thursday Worship Service
April 19, Good Friday Worship Service
April 19, Good Friday Worship Service
April 20, Easter Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection

Worship Service of the Lord’s Resurrection
Breakfast—Youth Fundraiser, Social Hall
Worship Service of the Lord’s Resurrection
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