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This Lent let go – and let God!
Years ago I read Sand County Almanac by
Madison’s own Aldo Leopold. Back in March of
1948 Aldo Leopold published his little volume of
Conservation essays and he wrote this in the
introduction:
Conservation is getting nowhere because it is
incompatible with our present concept of land.
We abuse land because we regard it as a
commodity belonging to us. When we see land as
a community to which we belong, we may begin
to use it with love and respect. This much is
crystal clear: our bigger-and-better society is now
like a hypochondriac, so obsessed with its own economic health as to have
lost the capacity to remain healthy. Nothing could be more salutary at this
stage than a little healthy contempt for a plethora of material things.
Even back in 1948, Aldo Leopold saw the rampant materialism of our
culture as one of the great diseases of our time. And I share his words
this month because we are entering the Season of Lent, a time when we
are to turn our hearts to God alone, a time when we are supposed to
nurture a little healthy contempt for a plethora of material things! What
do I mean by this?
Well first and foremost, we begin the journey of Lent on March 6th – Ash
Wednesday. We come together in prayer on Ash Wednesday and cross
ourselves with ashes. We place dirt on our foreheads to remind us that
we are NOT defined by the things we own, or even by the things we
have done. NO! We place ashes on our heads to remind us that we are
dust and dirt; that we are part of the created world; that the world
doesn’t belong to us – we belong to the world! Remember O human,
you are dust and to dust you shall return. Ash Wednesday is a stark
Continues on page 2
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reminder that we are in community with all creation and
that we must re-learn how to use it with love and respect.
Secondly, during the season of Lent the Church invites us
to the disciplines of fasting, almsgiving (giving to the poor),
and prayer. For modern Christians, fasting, almsgiving and
even prayer are sort of crazy activities. Why should we deny
ourselves food or give up something we enjoy for 40 days?
Why should we give even more of our money and our
possessions to others? Why give up extra time in our busy
lives for prayer? Like the ashes of Ash Wednesday, these
disciplines remind us that in the end, everything we have is
a gift from God and we depend on God. Whenever our
stomach churns noisily asking for food we remember that
we are simply creatures before a gracious God, that we are
part of the created world, and like every other creature of
the world, the food does not belong to us - rather
everything belongs to God. The same is true of our money
given to the poor and our time spent in prayer. In each
activity we remember that food is NOT our god, and
money is NOT our god, and our time is NOT our god – only
God is God! With each activity we develop a little healthy
contempt for a plethora of material things!
Finally, the Season of Lent ends with the great celebrations
of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. At no point
in the church’s life are we more in tune with what it means
to be a disciple then during these three days. The figure of
Jesus washing feet on Maundy Thursday calls us to be a
community serving the world. The vision of Jesus hanging
on the cross reminds us that we come into the world with
nothing and we leave with nothing and in the end all we
have left is God. And certainly the celebration of Easter is a
day to remember that if we let go of all the things that we
cling to - food, material possessions, time, addictions,
power, prestige, money, even life – if we let go of all of it,
God will still be there to cling to us. That is the message of
Lent and Easter, that in the end all that is left is God!
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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This Lent remember who you are on Ash Wednesday; use the disciplines of fasting,
almsgiving and prayer to develop a little healthy contempt for a plethora of material things;
and worship with us on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter to remember that we
are truly a community.
This Lent let go – and let God!

Past

Sharing in Fellowship
Second Saturday Soda &
►
Sangria - March 9th►
Please stay following the
Saturday service for Soda,
Sangria & Treats at 6:00 ,-.

Blood Pressure Checks►
►

Jef V n

H

As people of faith, we come together to
share in food, fun, and conversation
bring an open and willing mind, heart and a yoga
mat. The mobility to move from the floor to
standing positions, helpful ~ all levels welcome!
Good will donations will benefit The Demeter
Foundation. For more information contact
Leanne Widen: 608-8394550 or email
leelee53527@gmail.com.

They happen March 9 & 10. The
Social Outreach Ministry Meeting►
►
Saturday checks will take place
The
next
meeting
is
scheduled
for
Monday,
prior to the 5:00 GA service. On
Sunday the blood pressures will be March 4 at 6:00 <> in the conference room.
New members always welcome.
taken between services.

“Life Lessons From John” Book Study
- Wednesdays at 6:30 <>►
►
The study continues in the Conference Room. For
more information contact Rich Valenta at 847226-6106 or email: richfsi@gmail.com.

Divine Yoga►
►
Divine Yoga continues on
Tuesdays thru March
12, 5:30-6:45 <> in the
Community Room. Please

The next meeting is Monday, March 25 at 6:30
in the Gathering Space at Messiah. If you knit
or crochet, please join us. For questions, contact
Kathy Digman, Digman.km@ gmail.com.
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Collections & Information for Social Outreach Ministry
We continue to support the following
Charities. Current needs are:

shoes – kids size 12 through adult size 10, socks,
underwear (4T-size 8), sweatpants (4T-size 10).

Road Home►
► Diapers/pull-ups, health care
products, feminine hygiene products, cleaning
supplies, paper towels, hair-care products for
African-American hair and gifts cards for gas and
groceries.

Healthy Snacks: granola bars, goldfish crackers,
pretzels, etc.

Jail Ministry►
► Softcover Bibles, Softcover Large
Print Bibles, Softcover Large Print New Testaments,
Recovery Resources, Reading Glasses – men’s and
unisex frames, high & low strengths.
Kennedy School►
► Children’s winter clothing: new
or gently used winter gear, especially warm gloves,
boots & snow pants, new or gently used athletic

Health Office needs: boys & girl’s underpants size
4T; boy’s belts; granola bars & saltine crackers;
feminine protection for young girls; hair, ties/
combs; chewable ibuprofen & acetaminophen;
dental floss
Tutors for Reading: listen to students read. Contact: Kathy Mallach, kmallach@madison.k12.wi.us
Please place donations in the Yellow Bins by the
Community Room

Evangelism Committee Update From Rich Valenta
Greetings, I am happy to bring you an update from the newly re-organized Evangelism
Committee. Pastor Jeff asked me to act as committee chair. It is my honor and privilege to now
serve in that role. I would like to introduce you to the committee members. As you can see, they are
a group of people who have and continue to service Messiah is so many capacities. I will start with
Sandra Allen, our Kennedy School Connection Coordinator, backpack project and Sunday school
teacher. Glori Laundrie helps with the YOW, communion, worship scripture reader, usher. Glori is
such an asset to our committee in addition to her contributions she keeps us organized by taking
impeccable minutes. Jacob Wagner serves on Council and is the liaison for the council for this
committee. Kathy Lukens serves on Altar Guild and helps with the fall craft sale. You all know Steve
Cheramy as our video expert, as well as our webmaster. Ray Robinson is so committed to our youth,
taking many mission trips with them. In addition, he is a worship scripture reader, usher, and serves
communion. Retired Pastor Ron Markwart is a greeter at 8:15 services. Holly Tunak, who as Executive
Ministries Assistant works tirelessly in so many ways here at Messiah. Of course, Pastor Jeff provides
his never ending support and direction. As for me, I facilitate Wednesday evening Bible study. What
a wonderful and diverse group. I thank them for their commitment to this committee.
The reason I went to great lengths to outline the service of these member is they are a microcosm
of the fine Evangelism work done here at Messiah. As a new committee we are in the initial
planning stages of continuing the fine work of evangelism here at Messiah. In future columns I plan
to provide you with insight as to the committee’s future evangelism initiatives.
I close by asking you to reach out to our committee members with any ideas you might have. Your
ideas most welcome. Blessings, Rich Valenta
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Treasurers Report
Tim Coulthart
Business Manager and
Treasurer
Home phone: 608-222-0503
Email: timc@messiahchurch.com

We are six weeks into the calendar year and Pledge
Revenue received to date is $73,400 compared to the
budget of $55,400, so we are ahead of the budget by
$18,000. At the annual congregational meeting the
congregation approved the 2018 distribution of excess
revenues and those checks were mailed during the last
week of January. In addition, the congregation
approved four capital projects: refurbish the piano,
carpet replacement, purchase a lawn tractor and
construct a new sign on Cottage Grove Road.

We are excited to share, Messiah received $4,250 in charitable outreach
funding in 2018 from Thrivent Choice Dollars. If you are a Thrivent member
with 2018 Choice Dollars you have until March 31st to direct them to a qualifying
charity of your choice.

Long Range Planning
On February 11th a member survey was emailed to all members and paper copies were
made available in the Gathering Space for those without email to complete. Thank you to
everyone who has completed the survey so far. We’ve had a great response! If you haven’t
completed a survey yet, please do so as soon as possible. Your input is extremely
important as the Long Range Planning Committee determines what needs Messiah should
address in the coming years.
On February 27 the first information session was held with the Senior Adult Ministry group.
Additional listening sessions will be scheduled in the next two months.
After meeting with ministry leaders, staff and reviewing the results of the member surveys
so far, we have some work to do to keep our church a vital part of God’s mission on the
east side of Madison. Together we can accomplish so much more for the Kingdom of God
and your participation is extremely important.
Thank you for your involvement so far! If you
have any questions, please contact Holly
Tunak at 608-222-3833 or
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the church office to arrange for a substitute. Please email
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com if your phone number or email changes. Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first
with any changes.
Greeter

Reader

Communion

Ushers

Steve & Denise
Cheramy

Kate Mennenga

Kate Mennenga
Phil & Char Lawler
Kelli Weisinger

Wally & Michele Jabs
Sherri & Joe Neill

Mike Palovcsik

8:15am

Steve & Sarabeth
LeMoine

Mike & Kristie Palovcsik
Janet Alfonso
Diane Iverson

Team 7: Charlie & Bonnie Eastman, Bill Gingher,
Virgil Simley, Don Tjugum

March 3

Walt & Barb Herrod

Dr. Richard Shropshire

Teri Terry
Deb Thies
Donna Jensen
Mary Marshall

A Team:
Team Dale & Catherine Puisto, Glori Laundrie,
Kathie & Phil Kingston

Joan Roscoe

Leanne Widen

Leanne Widen
Mary Jane Hill
Kathy Bultman
1 Volunteer Needed

Linda Meyer
Phil & Char Lawler

March 2
5:00pm

March 3

10:30am

March 9
5:00pm

March 10
8:15am

March 10
10:30am

March 16
5:00pm

March 17
8:15am

March 17
10:30am

1 Volunteer Needed

Lamont & Corrine
Liefke

Judy Skolaski

Jerry & Lynn Brandt
Naoma Michaelis
Linda Olson

Team 8: Mike & Kristie Palovcsik, Kim Dietzman,
John & Carol Otterson

Denise & Jamie
Feivor

Lee Nelson

Carla Fears
Lee Nelson
Jim Olson
Janet Woider

B Team: Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod, Lee Nelson,
Matt Tully

Steve & Diane
Nelson

Val Roman

Val Roman
Diane Nelson
Elaine McNeil
Kathy Bultman

Steve Nelson
Jim McNeil
Kelli Weisinger
1 Volunteer Needed

Pam McGranahan
David Anthony

Cindy McVay

Jeff & Karen Robbe
Richard & Karen Shilts

Team 1: Lorraine & Harold Amundson, Sharon &
Lloyd Hinzman, Linda Olson, Karen Wenger

Fourth Grade Sunday
School Class

Karen Dilley

Karen Dilley
Kathy Digman
Julie Neppl
Glori Laundrie

C Team: Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy Zielke & Leon
Wilson and the Fourth Grade Class

The Column
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Greeter
March 23

Sally Carpenter

Reader
Phil Lawler

5:00pm
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Communion
Phil & Char Lawler
Elaine McNeil
Sue Meng

Ushers
Jim McNeil
Linda Meyer
2 Volunteers Needed

Jim & Nancy Herritz

Chris Gingher

Andy & Carol Stolarzyk
Mary Wanless
Sharon Ryan

Team 2: Tom Green, Carl Burhop, Paul Hoel,
Lamont Liefke, Larry Jones

March 24
10:30am

Carla Fears

Ray Robinson

Ray Robinson
Lee & Tricia Schneider
Debbie Diewald

D Team: Jim Olson & Janet Woider, Dwight
Paulson, Doris & Richard Shropshire, Steven
Andria

March 30

Karen Polinske

Melissa Remiker

Melissa Remiker
Kathy Bultman
Mary Jane Hill
1 Volunteer Needed

Robb Remiker
Val Roman

March 24
8:15am

5:00pm

March 31

Ellie Paulson

Jim Stolzenburg

Jim Stolzenburg
Glenn Schmitz
Kathy Lukens
Karen Wenger

Team 3: Tim Ryan, Chip Plummer,
Keith Schlesinger, Lynn & Jerry Brandt

Teri Terry

Tisa Kirschner

Jim Pofahl
Lee Nelson
Carla Fears
Terri Terry

E Team: Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie & Ed
Maas, Diane Sersland

8:15am

March 31
10:30am

2 Volunteers Needed

Welcome to Our New
Messiah Members
Terry & Maren Tiffany
Valerie (Val) Roman
Please take time to introduce yourself to
these new members.

Henry Christopher Lanphear
Son of Ryan & Megan

Child of God
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Youth and Family ministry
Teresa Palumbo

YOW
TableTalk►

Coordinator of Youth and
During Lent, the
Family Ministry

Messiah community
comes together to
share in soup
Text to: 608-279-7460
suppers and a brief
worship service. As
Email: youth
these activities
@messiahchurch.com
coincide with YOW,
the students will
participate in special Lenten TableTalk
Discussions from 6:30 -7:30 GA that include
Messiah’s Lenten worship series and soup
suppers. Students are expected to attend YOW
from 6:30-7:30 GA during Lent. Please note the
shortened evening schedule.
5th - 12th Grade

Children’s and Family ministry
First
Communion
Families►

Elizabeth Crummy
Coordinator of Children’s and
Family Ministry

Children will prepare
3 years old - 4th Grade
for 1st Communion
on March 17, 24, 31
Email: familyministry
and April 7, 28 during
@messiahchurch.com
Sunday School.
Children will need an
adult family member with them on March 17,
April 7 and April 28.

We assume that all 2nd graders will participate, so
let me know if your child will
not be.

Children older than
2nd grade who have not yet
Youth will be given a LENT Passport and assigned received First Communion
a table for the soup supper each week. An adult
may join us or opt to prepare
mentor will join the youth for dinner and lead an at home. Again, please let me
informal discussion between 6:30-7:00 GA. At
know if this is the case so I can get the
7:00 pm YOW students will move upstairs and
information to you.
participate in the Lenten worship service. The
adult mentor will stamp the youth’s passports on We will celebrate First Communion at both the 5
each Wednesday. All youth with at least 3 out of GA liturgy on Saturday, May 4 and the 10:30 BA
the 4 Wednesdays stamped will be eligible to
liturgy on Sunday, May 5. Families will be able to
attend an outing of their choice to either
select either date.
SkyZone or Geek's Mania after Easter.
During class, we will learn about the significance
Youth are expected to attend
of the Eucharist. We will also bake the bread for
the soup suppers even if they
the First Communion celebrations, make a class
choose to not eat soup.
worship banner, make individual banners and
This is an intergenerational
rehearse with Pastor Jeff.
opportunity for the youth and
members of the Messiah
Children’s and Youth Ministry will gather in the
Messiah
community to get to know one
Community Room for a free family movie and
Lenten
another better and a nice way
Passport
popcorn. All are welcome!
to observe Lent.
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Backyard Mosaic Project - Jail Ministry
Following the annual meeting it was suggested that we include each month information about the
charities that received a portion of our 2018 budget overage. This month we are featuring the
Backyard Mosaic Project.
The formally stated vision of the Backyard Mosaic Women’s Project is: A time for women to come
together to explore their spirituality and creativity in an atmosphere of sobriety. It is a safe place for
women to discover and develop their artistic skills as they return to their families and community from
incarceration. It is also an opportunity to create community based public art.
The name of the organization is a mouthful - Backyard Mosaic Women’s Project - but it’s meaningful.
“Mosaics” are works of art that are made out of broken pieces of glass and other materials. The
participants in this project sometimes feel their lives have been broken by the mistakes they have
already made in life. They may feel they have no real value. This project helps them learn that their
lives are still valuable, and that they can become beautiful works of art themselves and valuable
contributors to society.
The first mosaics created in this project were for the garden at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in
Madison. More recently, mosaics and weavings have been created for St. John’s Lutheran Church,
where the women of the Project meet each week. Recently the women created a mosaic for the door
of a coffee shop down the street from them. Mosaics and weavings are often displayed at
fundraising events, where they can be purchased by the public.
Messiah has been a Mission Partner with the Madison Area Jail Ministry for several years, and more
recently with the Backyard Mosaic Women’s Project.

Grief Support Group Dinner
The grief support group that met last October, will reconnect at the Maple Tree
Supper Club, Tuesday, March 26th, at 6:00 <>.
If you have not been contacted and would like to
attend please call Janet Alfonso at (608) 221-1040,
or by email at alfonso_janet@yahoo.com by March
19th, so we can provide the restaurant with an
accurate count.
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Observing Lent at Messiah
Thank you to all our
Messiah members and
friends who wrote devotions
for this years Lenten Devotional. The books should be
ready to pick up March 2 &
3. In case of a delay we will
definitely have them by Ash
Wednesday.
A special thank you to
Catherine Puisto for
coordinating the project,
Annette Durkin for designing
the book and proofing. Also
thank you to Pastor Jeff and
Dale Puisto for proofing.

May your Lenten Journey
be a special time of
reflection.

Join your Messiah family of faith each
Wednesday at 5:00 GA during Lent to
enjoy soup and conversation. Soup is
a comfort food that warms, heals, and
fills us. When we gather as a body
during Lent we are like soup, we
nourish each other.
If you can help provide soup or
bread, please sign up on the kiosk.
Donations for the Soup Suppers will
support the Carter Gehl New Scout
Assistance Fund. The purpose of the
Fund is to help anyone that needs
help with initial costs to join the Pack,
Troop, or Crew.

Take a Prayer Walk During Lent
Lent is a time for centering and quieting and what better way to
do that than spending time walking while praying through our
beautiful church building. We’ve developed a booklet that will
literally walk you around the building, giving you verses to read in
each area and a reflection. It’s also a great way to get a little
exercise during these chilly days.
Come and walk any weekday morning from 8:00-Noon or call the
office to see if the doors will be open later. On Monday,
Wednesday and Friday the Pre-School area is not available to
walk in the morning, but you can walk in the rest of the building.
Stop and pick up a booklet on the Welcome Cart in the Gathering
Space and “Let us go into the House of the Lord.”
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Ladies Lunch Bunch►
The next luncheon is at the Olive Garden, 4320
East Towne Blvd, Madison on Wednesday, March
13th, at 11:30 =-. Sign up on the kiosk. If you
sign up and then have a conflict, please
contact Janet Alfonso at 608-221-1040 so
someone else from the waiting list can enjoy
the luncheon.

SAM Monthly Luncheon March 27 at
Noon►
►
Steve Cheramy, Messiah’s AV guru, has some
new “old-time television clips” that are must-see
TV! Be prepared to laugh until it hurts. Bring
something for the “Empty Table” collection, a
dish to pass and your tableware.

The Power of One►
Unfortunately we had to cancel the January
Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) luncheon because
the polar vortex. Yet I didn’t want to cancel

because the need for the Empty Table is ever
present. Enter Pastor Jeff to solve the problem.
His suggestion was to cancel the luncheon and
have the Empty Table in the Gathering Space!
The Empty Table was in place for all three
services and was really rewarding. SAM regulars
responded to the email and came with their nonperishable food items and the table was buried
with food.
Many people asked what the Empty Table was all
about. It was a pleasure to explain to them that
SAM has an empty table at the start of our
potluck food line which symbolizes that there are
neighbors that do not have food on their own
table. As the SAM folks get in line for their own
plate of food, they first drop off a couple of food
items. The food is taken to the Eastside Police
Department for distribution.
Thank you to everyone that donated food items
and cash for the Empty Table.
It all starts with One. One canned good. One
apple pie. One dollar. Together, it adds up and
makes a difference. The Power of One. Y ours!

Messiah Blood Drive - April 4th from 1 to 6 pm
What can I do to prepare to donate blood?
► Get a good night's sleep
► Drink plenty of fluids
► Eat within 2-3 hours of donating
► Wear clothing with sleeves that can be raised above the elbow
We will be available after services the weekends of March 24th and 31st for any questions and to help
schedule your donation time. You can also schedule yourself at redcrossblood.org if you prefer.
We will need volunteers for the registration station, donor aide station, and the refreshment area
following donations. If you would like to help please contact Lynn Brandt at (608) 298-7633, or by email
at jerlynb504yahoo.com. Volunteers can work the full 5 hours or a half shift. We will also need home
baked items to serve after blood donations, and we will have a sign-up sheet for food donations before
the blood drive. Denise will be available to give her renowned back rubs to the donors, and we will be
having drawings for prizes the day of the drive.
We are looking forward to a successful Red Cross blood drive at Messiah and you can be the one
who will make this happen!
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 GA Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 BA Worship Service
9:30 BA Sunday School
10:30 BA Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 BA for ages
infant to 6 years old

Lent & Easter Schedule
March 6 Ash Wednesday
6:00 GA Soup Supper & 7:00 GA Worship

An Opportunity to Serve►
It may be winter in Wisconsin but we look
forward to warmer temperatures and lawn
mowing vs. shoveling show. Mowing Teams will
be forming in March. If you are interested in
helping keep the grounds of Messiah well
groomed, contact Clyde Tunak (608-206-3479)
or building@ messiah church
.com or Tim Martinson (608-576-1887) or
martinsontim@gmail.com to get your name on
a mowing team.
Teams are usually scheduled about two times
per summer. A training session will be held in
April for new mowers and those who want a
review of the equipment. This is a great way to
meet other Messiah members!

Wednesdays in Lent
6:00 GA Soup Supper & 7:00 GA Worship
April 14 Palm Sunday
8:15 BA, 10:30 BA Worship
April 18 Maundy Thursday
7:00 GA Worship
April 19 Good Friday
1:00 GA, 7:00 GA Worship
April 20 Vigil of Easter
5:00 pm Worship
April 21 Easter Sunday
8:15 BA, 10:30 BA Worship Services
9:00 BA Easter Breakfast

