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One of the greatest orators and statesmen of
ancient Greece, Pericles, wrote these words
some 450 years before the birth of Christ. He
was writing during the Golden Age of Athens.
Pericles directed the building of the Acropolis
and the Parthenon; he fostered Athenian
democracy and led in the development of art
and literature; and he was one of the greatest
military leaders of ancient Greece, leading the
armies of Athens between the Persian and the
Peloponnesian wars. Still, Pericles was astute enough to know that
sooner or later Athens would fall, he would one day die, and all that
would be remembered was what was woven into the lives of others.
As I write my yearly annual report I always feel impelled to remind
myself, and in doing so, remind you that what we leave behind is not
engraved in stone monuments. It is easy to lose track of this. This
year we paid off our mortgage debt, and gave thousands of dollars to
mission outreach. We have increased our programming and grown in
nearly every measurable category, membership, streaming
community, numbers at our Children’s and Young Adult
programming, Senior Adult Ministry and so many others. We have
taken care of the building and have begun a long range planning
process for future growth. We will continue taking care of this
Continues on page 2
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beautiful church space and update where necessary.
There are so many outward monumental signs that are
easy to lift up as signs of success, and sometimes we
can even fool ourselves into thinking that Messiah
Lutheran will be remembered for all of this. Yet
churches come and go, and membership ebbs and
flows, and sometimes numbers shrink – this is a fact of
life. Buildings will be forgotten. What will be
remembered of Messiah Lutheran Church is that which
was woven into the lives of others.
The truth is that Jesus was never much impressed with
monuments or buildings. He was never a stickler for
pretty religious trappings and rituals. And he never
built anything or encouraged others to build. He was
concerned with how people loved each other. That was
it! He asked his disciples to connect with the poor and
reach out to the outcast; to lift up the lowly, and be a
voice for the voiceless; to stand up for justice and lay
down their lives. Jesus never asked for monuments. He
wanted his followers’ love to be woven into the lives of
others.
This article is more of a prayer. I pray that as we live in
2019 we will continue to grow in our care for each
other. I pray that we will never get tired of learning
each other’s names and celebrating birthdays, that we
will celebrate births and show up for each other in
times of loss, and that we will find new ways of growing
into a family of faith. I also pray that we will move
forward from the support of charities to getting
involved with the work of justice. It’s so important that
we help feed the poor and shelter the homeless, but it
is even more important to strike out against the
injustices that bring about poverty and homelessness,
i.e., systemic racism, unfair economic policies, and
educational inequality. Discipleship demands that we
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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learn about issues of injustice and get involved. And I pray that we will find new ways
to care for the people who are not in church on the weekend, those who are
homebound or in care centers, those who are hospitalized or recovering, and perhaps
those who don’t feel as if they are welcomed here. The monument we have built here
is beautiful and impressive but, buildings do not last forever.
What will be remembered is our love for one another.
What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone
monuments, but what is woven into the lives of others.

Past

Sharing in Fellowship

Jef V n

H

As people of faith, we come together to
share in food, fun, and conversation

Second Saturday Soda & Sangria “Life Lessons From John” Book
►
Study - February 6th at 6:30 pm►
- February 9th►
►
Please stay following
the Saturday service
for Soda, Sangria &
Treats at 6:00 &' when
Brass Knuckles Brass
Quintet with Percussion
will play during Second Saturday
Soda &
Sangria in
the
Gathering
Space!!

The book of John gives an eyewitness account of
the events of Jesus ministry. In Chapter 20:30-31
John states his purpose for writing this Gospel.
(30) Jesus performed many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded
in this book. (30) But these are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name. In this Bible Study Max Lucado
provides insight into the events of Jesus ministry
as written in the scripture of John. Max poses
question for us to ponder of biblical times as well
as today. It is my hope that this study will bring
you closer to Jesus.
The book can be found on Amazon and many
other online book stores. For more information
contact Rich Valenta at 847-226-6106 or email:
richfsi@gmail.com.
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Collections & Information for Social Outreach Ministry
February is Children’s Underwear
Collection Month►

Road Home►
► Needs include diapers/pull-ups,

health care products, feminine hygiene products,
cleaning supplies, paper towels, hair-care
There is a need in our elementary schools for new products for African-American hair and gifts
underwear in instances where kids get sick during
cards for gas and groceries.
school or have accidents. The Social Outreach
Ministry Committee will be collecting underwear Jail Ministry►
► Items needed for the Jail
for boys and girls of grade school age during the
Ministry
are
men
and women’s reading glasses
month of February. Please place your donations
and
soft
covered
Bibles.
in the Road Home bin located in the old
gathering space. Donations will first be
Just Bakery Sale►
► Just Bakery will be selling
distributed to Kennedy School. Any donations
bakery
in
the
Gathering
Space on February 17
beyond the need at Kennedy will be distributed
beginning at 8:00 <;.
to other area elementary schools (and there are
quite a few located close to Messiah). Thank you
Please place donations in the yellow
all for your generosity!

containers near the community room

Why Does Messiah use Equal Exchange Coffee?
Messiah uses Equal Exchange coffee because we believe in living out our values with ethically traded
coffee. It’s another way for Messiah to help our friends in other parts of the world. For coffee, Equal
Exchange currently trades with 27 small farmer cooperatives in 15 or so countries in Central and
South America, Africa and Asia. For every pound of coffee we purchase, Equal Exchange donates an
amount to our denomination’s Small Farmer Fund. Our partner organizations then invest funds in
development projects in communities worldwide. Past projects have included planting new trees,
building clean water wells, expanding educational opportunities for children and much more. For
more information, go to equalexchange.coop/small-farmer-fund.
WHY EQUAL EXCHANGE? It’s Better for Our Planet & the Coffee Farmers:
►

The hardworking farmers who grow their products care for their land.

►

Shade farming preserves forest cover and protects the habitats of birds and other
wildlife.

►

Diversified crop planting promotes biodiversity and improves the health of the soil.

►

Most Equal Exchange products are certified organic and free from harmful
pesticides.

►

The small-scale farmers who grow Equal Exchange coffee, tea and chocolate control their own
business, on land they own.

►

Working together gives farmer cooperatives access to support and training.

►

Fair trade and organic premiums allow them to invest in education, health programs and social
services for their communities.
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Treasurers Report
We are three weeks into 2019 and the Pledged Revenue received to date is $43,900
compared to the budget for the same time period of $27,700, so we are $16,200
ahead of the budget.
The financial results for 2018 were very positive; we had a General Fund surplus of
$90,400. At the Annual Congregational meeting on January 27th we voted on a plan
to disburse the General Fund surplus. The approved proposal was 60 percent to
local charities and 40 percent to the Reserve Balance and Sabbatical Reserve. We
also approved the 2019 budget.

Tim Coulthart
Business Manager and
Treasurer
Home phone: 608-222-0503
Email: timc@messiahchurch.com

We also discussed four capital projects: refurbish the
Community Room piano, $9,000, replace the John
Deere tractor, $8,000, replace the blue carpeting,
$18,000, and replace the Cottage Grove Road sign,
$20,000. All projects were approved.
Thank you to everyone who attended the annual
meeting. Your input is important to the operation of
Messiah.

Long Range Planning
The Long Range Planning committee has been meeting since July of last year. During that
time the group has spent time gathering information from staff and ministry leaders. Soon it
will be time for gathering information from our Messiah members. A survey will be going
out on Monday, February 11th to all members with email. For those who prefer a paper
copy, the survey will be available in the Gathering Space beginning February 16.
As the survey is underway and the results are being compiled, we will be holding listening
sessions so that we can share the results and gain further insight as to what is important to
our members and where you believe God is calling Messiah to serve in the future.
This is a time to reflect on our mission and to dream what it means to be the heart and
hands of Jesus to our neighborhood, our city and the world. We have been such a
generous community through the years. Now how do we move toward an even deeper
understanding of service? More information will be coming on the dates of the listening
sessions. Stay tuned!

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the church office to arrange for a substitute. Please email
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com if your phone number or email changes. Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first
with any changes.
Greeter
February 2

Reader
Mary Jane Hill

Elaine McNeil
Mary Jane Hill
Leanne Widen

Wally & Michele Jabs
Sherri & Joe Neill

Emma Godfrey

Tara Von Dollen

Tara Von Dollen
Janet Alfonso
Diane Iverson
Naoma Michaelis

Team 3: Tim Ryan, Chip Plummer,
Keith Schlesinger, Lynn & Jerry Brandt

Hal & Ellynn Ericksen

Mary Marshall

Mary Marshall
Teri Terry
Gail Schneider
Karen Dilley

B Team: Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod, Lee Nelson,
Matt Tully

Kathy Bultman

Phil Plourd

Sue Meng
Kate Mennenga
Melissa Remiker
Kathy Bultman

Robb Remiker
Linda Meyer

8:15am

February 3
10:30am

February 9

Ushers

Kathy Bultman

5:00pm

February 3

Communion

5:00pm

2 Volunteers Needed

Judy Harris

Mike Cornelius

Judy Harris
Mike & Kristie Palovcsik
Linda Olson

Team 4:
4 Tim Martinson, Emma Godfrey, Barb
Moseley, Marilyn Foss

Tom & Karen
Swenson

Lee Schneider

10:30am

Lee & Tricia Schneider
Ray Robinson
Deb Thies

C Team: Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy Zielke & Leon
Wilson

February 16

Mary Jane Hill

Sue Meng

Sue Meng
Diane Nelson
Kathy Bultman
Mary Jane Hill

Linda Meyer
Steve Nelson
Michaelle Eeg

February 10
8:15am

February 10

5:00pm

1 Volunteer Needed
Glenn Schmitz

8:15am

Don & Gloria
Hehenberger

Mary Wanless
Jerry & Lynn Brandt
Karen Wenger

Team 5: Jim Alsmo, Tim Coulthart, Ken Gerstner,
Leo Sebald

February 17

Doug & Jenn Dettlaff

Gail Schneider

Gail Schneider
Debbie Diewald
Donna Jensen
Carla Fears

D Team: Jim Olson & Janet Woider, Dwight
Paulson, Doris & Richard Shropshire, Steven
Andria

February 17

10:30am

The Column

Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter
Karen Polinske

February 23

Reader
Marcia Hendrickson

5:00pm
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Communion
Marcia Hendrickson
Kate Mennenga
Kelli Weisinger
Kathy Bultman

Ushers
Linda Meyer
Michaelle Eeg

2 Volunteers Needed

February 24

Jim & Nancy Herritz

Jeff Robbe

Jeff & Karen Robbe
Clyde & Holly Tunak

Team 6: Don & Gloria Hehenberger,
Andy & Carol Stolarzyk

Jim Olson &
Janet Woider

Andrew Schauer

Jim Olson
Janet Woider
Jim Pofahl
Julie Neppl

E Team: Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie & Ed
Maas, Diane Sersland, Anne Benishek-Clark

8:15am

February 24
10:30am

Audio Visual Ministry►
► Every weekend we

The next meeting is Monday,
February 25 at 3:30 #$ in the Gathering
Space at Messiah. If you knit or crochet,
please join us. For questions, contact Kathy
Digman, Digman.km@ gmail.com.

New Members
Steve & Sandy
Tiedt

have an average worship attendance of
approximately 541 people. We have about 150200 friends of Messiah, along with our traveling
Messiah members, that enjoy the services via
streaming. We are looking for members who
would be interested in being part of an Audio
Visual Ministry to video the services on Saturday
and Sundays. If you have an interest please
contact the office 222-3833. Training provided.

Baptisms
Emerson Leigh Rich,
Daughter of Patrick & Stacy

Welcome to Messiah

Rowan Thomas Kaech,
Son of Tyler & Megan

Please take time to introduce yourself to
these new members.

Ethan Richard Sinutko
Son of Christopher & Kelly
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Youth and Family ministry
Teresa Palumbo

Prep Homeless
Meal ►

Coordinator of Youth and Confirmation
Family Ministry
Students (youth in
5th - 12th Grade

grades 7-9) See

dates below:
YOW will be
assisting in different
Email: youth
capacities with the
@messiahchurch.com
homeless meal for
the guests at the Grace Episcopal Shelter. The
schedules and opportunities are listed
below. Please make note of the differences
between the pre-confirmation (no lesson on
2/13/19) and confirmation activities (dates and
option below.)
ALL: The donation of baked good items are
needed for both the meal and the sack lunches
we will be preparing. Please let Teresa know if
you are able to assist and bring in two dozen
baked good items by Tuesday, February 12.
Text to: 608-279-7460

sack lunches (cooking the items and any
additional food prep). WE NEED THE MOST
HELP AT THIS EVENT. Parents are encouraged to
attend and assist. In addition to prepping the
food, we will be making 150 sack lunches.

NO YOW LESSONS FOR PRECONFIRMATION or CONFIRMATION
CLASSES on Wednesday, February 13
LENTEN MENTORS NEEDED►
We need adults to join the Messiah YOW (Youth
on Wednesday night) youth for the weekly soup
suppers during Lent. We are looking for mentors
that will meet with a table of youth each week,
join them for dinner, and lead an informal
discussion (with prepared questions) between
6:30-7:00 A;.

This is an intergenerational opportunity for the
youth and members of the Messiah community
to get to know one another better. The table talk
groups would be the same each week in order
CONFIRMATION (Grades 7-9):
The youth in the confirmation program will have to help establish relationships. If you are
interested, please contact Teresa Palumbo.
the opportunity to be involved in one of two
experiences as we plan and prepare the meal the Summer 2019 High School Mission Trip,
Messiah volunteers will serve at Grace Episcopal. July 20-26, 2019 to Minneapolis, MN.
Confirmation youth must sign-up to participate All youth in grades 8-12 are encouraged to join
in one of the experiences listed below.
us for the summer mission trip to Minneapolis,
MN through YouthWorks. Over the course of the
Drivers and parent helpers are needed for all
week we will work with young children, the
events.
elderly, do home improvement projects and
•Saturday, February 9 from 9:00work with a broad range of social service
10:30 *> Plan and purchase items for the
agencies. Please contact Teresa Palumbo if you
homeless meal at Woodmans. Meet at Messiah. are interested. Space is limited.
•Tuesday, February 12 from 6:00The deadline to register is February 15.
7:30 <> Prepare the meal at Messiah and make
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Children’s and Family ministry
Christmas Collections►
Thank you
everyone for
our successful
collections of
winter clothes
for Kennedy
School, baby
items for St.
Stephen’s Food Pantry and flu care items for Triangle Ministry.

going to join us,
please contact Elizabeth Crummy so
there are enough
materials.

Elizabeth Crummy
Coordinator of Children’s and
Family Ministry

3 years old - 4th Grade

Email: familyministry
First Communion
@messiahchurch.com
celebrations are May
4 at the 5 A; and
May 5 at the 10:30 <; services. You can choose
the service that works best for your family.

First Communion Families►

Make It A Family Event!

It's a few months off, but please save the dates
for First Communion Instruction March 17, 24, 31
and April 7, 28 during Sunday School. Families
are required to be in attendance on those dates
for preparation. Traditionally it is second graders
who prepare for First Communion. If any second
graders are not going to participate, or if older
children, who have not received communion are

Friday, February 15 at
6:30 <>
Children’s and Youth Ministry will gather in the Community Room for a free
family movie and popcorn.
All are welcome!

Messiah Worship Services Reach Beyond Our Walls!
The following letter was received from some friends of Messiah directed to Pastor Jeff:
“Happy New Year! We are so thankful and blessed each week to watch Messiah’s streaming. We even got to watch on Christmas Eve with our family. We have recently moved to an
assisted living facility and many of the other residents watch church with us too! Thank you
for your continued messages and ministry. Enclosed is a check for
your TV ministry. Many blessings to you and your family in 2019.”
Here’s where Messiah’s services were streamed in the past month:
North America - 5,387 Europe - 1,611
Asia - 450 Africa - 17
Pretty Amazing!
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Blood Drive Coming in April
mother is eligible to donate.
Messiah will be hosting an American Red
Cross blood drive April 4th from 1 to 6 A; in
"I can't donate because I had skin cancer." A
our Community Room.
person with low risk cancer such as basal cell
and squamous cell skin cancer that has been
To be eligible to donate blood you must:
completely removed is eligible. Person's
► be at least 17 years old (16 with a signed
with a history of leukemia, lymphoma or
Red Cross parental consent form)
Hodgkin's disease and other cancers of the
blood are not eligible to donate. A person
► weigh at least 110 lbs.
with other forms of cancer may be eligible if
► be in good health
twelve months have passed since the last
treatment, with no recurrences or active
► have a donor card or a government
disease.
issued photo I.D. with you
"I have asthma" or "I have an allergy." As
Here are a few misconceptions about
long as you are feeling well you can donate.
donating.
"I tried to donate once before and was
"I can't donate because I'm
turned down." Most deferrals are temporary
diabetic." Diabetics may donate even if they
- not permanent. Check with the Red Cross
are insulin dependent and if their diabetes is
staff the day of the blood drive to see if you
under control.
are eligible.
"I can't donate because I have high blood
There will be more information about our
pressure, or low blood pressure." The
Messiah Red Cross blood drive in the future.
parameters are quite broad. A person's
blood pressure must be between 180/100 or We hope that you will join us and donate
80/50 at the time of donation. Taking high
April 4th.
blood pressure medications will not exclude
Nothing can compare to the amazing feeling
you from being a donor.
you will have when you realize that you may
"I can't donate because I take medications.” have contributed to saving the life of
In general, most medications are acceptable. another person.
A list of the few that are not, will be made
available in the future.
Janet Alfonso &
"I can't donate because I had a baby a few
Denise Cheramy
months ago." Women my donate six weeks
after the end of pregnancy, and a nursing
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ideas, questions, and a dish to pass. It all
starts at noon in Social Hall on the lower
level.

Ladies Lunch Bunch►

Grief Support Group►

The next luncheon is at the Off Broadway
Drafthouse on Wednesday, February 13th, at
11:30 ;'. The slots are currently filled. If
you sign up and then have a conflict,
please contact Janet Alfonso at 608-2211040 so someone else from the waiting
list can enjoy the luncheon.

SAM will again sponsor a grief support
group on the evenings of May 2, May 9, and
May 16—all Thursday evenings. This will be a
repeat of the grief class held at Messiah last
fall. The classes are very well done and open
to anyone. Each class runs about 90 minutes
and is led by Peggy Weber. Thank you Janet
Alfonso for making this class available to
Messiah and friends.

Listen Up!
Please remember to reserve February 27 for
our next SAM luncheon. We will have
members of Messiah’s Long Range Planning
Committee with us to discuss Messiah’s
future direction. This is a fascinating time to
share your ideas with the committee and
help guide the future of Messiah. Bring your

SAVE THE DATE!
Back by popular demand,
Messiah Night at the
Mallards Game will be
July 18!

Glori Laundrie and the Madison Doll Club invite you to a

V

n
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Saturday, February 16th
at 11:30 am
Luncheon with desserts and beverages - $10 per adult, $5 per child
Tickets are available in the Gathering Space on Sunday Mornings between services
Bring your dolls, daughters and granddaughters for a
whimsical gathering filled with doll stories, displays, favors and
projects to make-and-take.
Members of Messiah’s musical family will entertain with Valentine’s music and song.
For more information contact Glori at 222-2866 or glorianne@prodigy.net

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 A; Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 <; Worship Service
9:30 <; Sunday School
10:30 <; Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 <; for ages
infant to 6 years old

Divine Yoga
An Opportunity to Serve►
It may be winter in Wisconsin but we look
forward to warmer temperatures and lawn
mowing vs. shoveling show. Mowing Teams
will be forming in March. If you are
interested in helping keep the grounds of
Messiah well groomed, contact Clyde Tunak
(608-206-3479) or
building@messiahchurch.com to get your
name on a mowing team.

Give yourself the gift of peace. Divine Yoga
continues thru March 12, 5:30-6:45 A; in the
Community Room. Please bring an open and
willing mind, heart and a yoga mat. (A blanket,
block and strap are helpful, as well.) The
mobility to move from the floor to standing
positions, helpful ~but all levels welcome!

This is a free yoga practice. However, good
will donations will be forwarded to local
Teams are usually scheduled about two times charities. (& generously matched!) Donations
per summer. A training session will be held in will benefit: The Demeter Foundation. For
April for new mowers and those who want a
more information contact Leanne Widen: 608review of the equipment. This is a great way
8394550 or email leelee53527@gmail.com
to meet other Messiah members!

