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Christmas, A Time To Come Home!
I love Christmas Eve! In just a few short weeks Christmas Eve will be upon
us, and once again our sacred space will be
filled to capacity with so many people. The air
will ring out with wonderful Christmas carols,
and joyous laughter, talkative children and
crying babies, all a great cacophony of sound.
As a pastor I especially appreciate that many
people return to their church home to celebrate
this time of year and to remember Christmases
past. And, Christmas is a time for remembering.
There is an old Chinese story about
remembering.
At the foot of a great mountain in China lived a father and his three sons.
They were a simple and loving family. The father noticed that travelers
came from afar eager to climb the dangerous mountain. But not one of
them ever returned! The three sons heard stories about the mountain, how
it was made all of gold and silver at the top. Despite their father's
warnings, they could not resist venturing up the mountain.
Along the way, under a tree, sat a beggar, but the sons did not speak to
him or give him anything. They ignored him. One by one, the sons
disappeared up the mountain, the first to a house of rich food, the second
to a house of fine wine, the third to a house of gambling. Each became a
slave to his desire and forgot his home. Meanwhile, their father became
heartsick. He missed them terribly. Danger aside, he said, I must find my
sons.
Once he scaled the mountain, the father found that indeed the rocks were
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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gold, the streams silver. But he hardly noticed. He only
wanted to reach his sons, to help them remember the life of
love they once knew. On the way down, having failed to
find them, the father noticed the beggar under the tree and
asked for his advice. “The mountain will give your sons
back, said the beggar, only if you bring something from
home to cause them to remember the love of their family.”
The father raced home, brought back a bowl full of rice,
and gave the beggar some as a thank-you for his wisdom.
He then found his sons, one at a time, and carefully placed
a grain of rice on the tongue of each of them. At that
moment, the sons recognized their foolhardiness. Their real
life was now apparent to them. They returned home with
their father, and as one loving family, lived happily ever
after.
On Christmas Eve we gather to remember! You see like
those sons in the Chinese fable we often get side tracked
on our journey of life. Sometimes we get distracted by our
careers. We throw ourselves into work and begin to define
ourselves by what we do, and we forget that we are more
than what we do for a living. Other times we get
distracted by stuff. We buy and accumulate stuff - new
cars, new homes, new clothes, new boats – whatever the
stuff may be, and we forget that we are not defined by
our things - our stuff. And sometimes, we get distracted
by the business of life itself - running from this event to
the next, this soccer game to that basketball game, this
doctor’s appointment to that party, and we run and run
and never slow down. In all the activity we forget that
what is most important in life has nothing to do with all
the running around. We forget who we really are.
And then comes Christmas Eve! On Christmas Eve we
return to our church home to remember that loving and
being loved are what life is all about. We affirm that what
is most important in life is our family, the parents who
have raised us, the children who have been given to us,
and the friends who sustain us. And more than this, we
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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come to a church each year not only to gather, sing carols, greet our neighbors and talk to
friends, we also come to the table of the Lord to receive a reminder of our forever home, a
taste of food that will help us recall who we are and who we have always been. This is what
we do at communion! We receive the bread and drink the wine and
our eyes are once again opened. We belong not only to our
particular family, we belong to the family of God! On Christmas Eve
we celebrate that each of us is a child of God. And when we
remember we are children of the same God, when we remember we
belong to one Divine Family, when we remember each person we
meet is a sister or a brother on the journey of life – when our eyes
are opened – only then can we begin to trust again the promise of
the angels - peace on earth and good will toward all. Every year we
come here to Messiah to remember who we are and who we will
always be. Our eyes are opened anew. We are Children of God.
We are family. I love Christmas Eve!

Merry Christmas my Messiah Family!
Past

Jef V n

H

Christmas Poinsettias
Turn in envelopes by Sunday, December 9
Help decorate our sanctuary for Christmas by contributing to the
Flower Fund. Plants may be given in memory or in honor of a
loved one/family. These poinsettias will decorate our sanctuary
through late December. Christmas Flower fund envelopes are
located in the pew envelope holders. Please print all information
on the envelope and place in the collection plate, along with your
check payable to Messiah Church. Your name and dedication will
be shared on Christmas Eve. You may pick up your plant after
services on Sunday, December 30.
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These gifts will make a huge difference for
these families this holiday season as they
work to create safe homes for themselves
and their children.
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the unwrapped gift and put into the
provided bins. Coordinator: Bernie Hartwig,
608-222-7350.

J

M

Jail Ministry is now asking for soft covered
Bibles and reading glasses. If you can donate,
please place them in The Road Home’s bin in
the collection area by the Community Room.

We are adopting five families. A parent
using their services has on their list a clothing
M
T
item and a toy/personal request for each of
Hats, Mittens, Scarves Collection for
their children. We “adopt” the family, and to
Salvation Army to give to
protect confidentiality, assign each a code
men, women & children.
number. Sign-up on the poster and bring the
Collection ends December
unwrapped gifts to the Gathering Space
18 and donations can be
by December 9 with the family number
placed on the Christmas
along with the person’s name on the package
Tree in the Gathering
for identification. There will be plastic bins for
Space. Coordinator:
each family to place gifts in. Coordinator:
Darilee Nelson, 608-222-4929
Diane Iverson, 608-242-0462.

P

YWCA R
We are once again asking the congregation
to provide Christmas gifts for the woman
who are permanent residents at the
YWCA. There is a poster in the Gathering
Space with names and wishes listed.
Members of the congregation should write
their name for each person they are gifting
and bring the item
unwrapped to
church by Saturday,
December 8th.
Please attach the name and room number to

B !C

Large boxes of instant pudding
will be collected in the basket
underneath the Mitten Tree. These
will be used for the East Side
Community Center/Truax
Christmas food boxes.
Collection ends December 18.
Coordinator: Darilee Nelson, 608-222-4929

Tha y u f r y ur he p with these
pr ects a d a i g Christ as specia
f r a the gift recipie ts!

Social Outreach Ministry
From Diane Iverson and
Darilee Nelson, Co-Chairs of the
Fall Craft & Bank Sale ►
The entire event was a wonderful success,
thanks to the Social Outreach Ministry
members and all Messiah members who
donated time, baked goods, and gave
monetary donations. The Craft/Bake Sale
raised $1,980 to benefit Salvation Army,
Goodman Community Center and
LaFollette High School Food Pantry.

From Kay Peterson,
Luncheon Chair►
Thank you also to everyone who helped
with the lunch by working in the kitchen,
donating food and purchasing items! It
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was a wonderful success raising $1,965
from sales and matched funds! Thank you
to the Drake’s for their generous donation.
Proceeds from the lunch benefitted St.
Jude’s Research Hospital. Thank you
everyone!
Harvest Meal Appreciation►
Thank you to our Harvest Meal Volunteers,
led by Pam Krebs, who prepared a
wonderful “Thanksgiving” meal! Also,
thank you to everyone
who donated food and
supplies. The freewill
collection raised $1,229
and with a match from
the Gundlach Family
Fund, a check for $2,458
was sent to benefit the Goodman
Community Center.

Thank you for ALL your
support of these events!!

NEW Flower Chart for 2019 is available on the kiosk.
Please sign-up for the date(s) you would like to sponsor flowers
for the altar. This year we are including two sponsors for each
week as we had many weeks in 2018 when there were multiple
sponsors. Please Include your name and phone number. Cost is
$35 for each date. We do not accept additional amounts for larger
bouquets. You may pay for the flowers close to the time of your
chosen date. The week prior, you will receive a call from the office
for information you would like to have included in the bulletin

and any color preference. Call the office for questions: 608-222
-3833.
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the church office to assist with finding a substitute. Please
email ourchurch@messiahchurch.com if your phone number or email changes.
Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first with any changes.
Greeter

Reader

Communion

Joan Roscoe

Elaine Stampfli

Elaine Stampfli
Phil & Char Lawler
Diane nelson

Michele Jabs
Sherri Neill
Joe Neill
Steve Nelson

David Anthony
Pam McGranahan

Jim Stolzenburg

Jim Stolzenburg
Janet Alfonso
Lynn & Jerry Brandt

Tom Green, Carl Burhop, Paul Hoel,
Lamont Liefke, Larry Jones

Gloria Laundrie

10:30 am

Jenn & Doug
Dettlaff

Lee & Tricia Schneider
Tom & Barb Martin

Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy Zielke & Leon
Wilson, Romni Pullen

Dec 8

Leanne Widen

Melissa Remiker

Mary Jane Hill
Melissa Remiker
Leanne Widen
Kate Mennenga

Robb Remiker
Phil & Char Lawler
Linda Meyer

Jim & Nancy Herritz

Peggy Finnegan

Peggy Finnegan
Diane Iverson
Dawn Olson
Linda Olson

Tim Ryan, Chip Plummer,
Keith Schlesinger, Lynn & Jerry Brandt

Hal & Ellynn
Ericksen

Jim Pofahl

10:30 am

Jim Pofahl
Lee Nelson
Teri Terry
Karen Dilley

Jim Olson & Janet Woider, Dwight Paulson,
Doris & Richard Shropshire

Dec 15

Sally Carpenter

Sue Meng

Sue Meng
Mary Jane Hill
Kathy Bultman
Peggy Finnegan

Linda Meyer

Dec 1
5:00 pm

Dec 2
8:15 am

Dec 2

5:00 pm

Dec 9
8:15 am

Dec 9

5:00 pm

Dec 16

10:30 am

3 Volunteers needed

Shirley Randl

Judy Harris

Jeff & Karen Robbe
Glenn Schmitz
Tara Von Dollen

Tim Martinson, Emma Godfrey, Barb
Moseley, Marilyn Foss, Jeff & Karen Robbe

Dave & Denise
Feivor

Gail Schneider

Gail Schneider
Kathy Digman
Norene Shultis
Deb Thies

Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie & Ed Maas,
Diane Sersland

8:15 am

Dec 16

Ushers

Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter
5:00 pm

Steve & Denise
Cheramy

DEC 23

Dec 22

Reader
Phil Lawler

Bob & Betty Schmidt Chris Gingher

Kathy & Gary Lukens
Clyde & Holly Tunak

Jim Alsmo, Tim Coulthart, Ken Gerstner,
Leo Sebald, Beverly & Myron Rotar

John & Barb Gordon

Phil Neppl

Jim Olson
Janet Woider
Ray Robinson
Julie Neppl

Dale & Catherine Puisto, Glori Laundrie,
Kathie & Phil Kingston

Kathleen Moss

Jeff Stadmueller

Elaine McNeil
Sue Meng
Kathy Bultman
Marcia Hendrickson

Jim McNeil
Linda Meyer

5:00 pm

Dec 30

2 Volunteers needed

Leo & Lorna Sebald

Mike Cornelius

Andy & Carol Stolarzyk
Mary Wanless
Karen Wenger

Don & Gloria Hehenberger, Andy & Carol
Stolarzyk

Walt & Barb Herrod

Tricia Schneider

Peggy Ladwig
Glori Laundrie
Julie Neppl
Mary Marshall

Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod, Lee Nelson,
Matt Tully

8:15 am

Dec 30

Ushers
Jim McNeil
Robb Remiker
Linda Meyer
1 Volunteer needed

10:30 am

Dec 29

Communion
Elaine McNeil
Phil & Char Lawler
Melissa Remiker

8:15 am

Dec 23
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10:30 am

*If you can volunteer for any of these services, please call the office
at 222-3833
or email Holly at ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Welcome to the Messiah Family
New Members►
►

Kathleen Moss
Patrick & Barb McEvilly
Please Give Them a Warm
Messiah Welcome

November Baptisms►
►
Anna McCulley Ellestad
Daughter of Patrick & Jennifer
Kohen Wayne Wilson
Son of Ryan & Kasey
Marked with the Seal
of Christ Forever

Business Manager’s Report
Tim Coulthart
Business Manager and
Treasurer
Home phone: 608-222-0503
Email: timc@messiahchurch.com
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We are 46 weeks into the budget year and Pledged Revenue
received to date is $460,400 compared to the budget for the same
time period of $398,800, so we are $61,600 ahead of the budget.
The General Fund expenses for the first 10 months were $396,100
compared to the budget for the same time period of $402,800 so we
are $6,700 under budget.
Streaming Issues. We have been having streaming issues for several
Sundays and we are working on finding the best solution.

The 2019 budget process is underway, if you have any questions or suggestions, please contact
one of the council members or the church office.
Pledge Cards - This congregation continues to amaze me; we have received
246 pledge cards for the 2019 calendar year with a total pledge of $348,100
at the same time last year we had received 239 pledge cards with a total
pledge of $307,700 an increase of 7 pledges and $40,400. By the end of
December last year we received 275 pledge cards with a pledge total of
$367,300.
Donation Strategies - With the change in the tax laws for 2018 and beyond
one of the better ways to donate to the church for members who are older
than 70 ½ is to make Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly from their IRA. When a
member uses the QCD option the distribution from their IRA it is not taxed as income as the
QCD goes directly from their IRA to the charitable organization.
A second way to donate to the church, that all members can use, is to donate appreciated
stock. When a member donates appreciated stock the donor avoids paying tax on the stock
appreciation.
If you have questions about either tax strategy, please contact your tax professional or email
me at timc@messiahchurch.com or call me after 4 p.m. at 608-222-0503.
Giving Envelopes -The giving envelopes should be arriving soon and will be located by the
main entrance for pick up. We will assign giving envelopes to all those families who requested
one on their Pledge cards and those members that currently use envelopes.
Simply Giving - Please consider joining the 135 Messiah families who participate in the Simply
Giving electronic donation program. The system is easy to use, cost effective and timely. You
may enroll through the church website or by completing the form that was mailed with your
pledge form at the end of October.

Thank you for your continued generosity as we do
God’s work here at Messiah!

Children’s & Family Ministry
O Antiphons ►
There are still openings for children interested in
reading the O Antiphons or lighting the Advent
candles at the Saturday or Sunday services
during Advent. Contact Elizabeth Crummy or
Teresa Plumbo or sign up on the kiosk.

Christmas Program and Reception►
►
The program is December 16 at 2:00 <?. Please
make attendance a priority in the weeks prior to
practice for the program. Please see the
reception sign up at Sunday School if you are
able to bring something.

Special Christmas Collections►
►
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residents of the Triangle Ministry neighborhood. Sunday School families are asked to bring
for the bags:
•

3 & 4 year olds: 2 cans of chicken noodle
soup or vegetable broth, low sodium if
possible

•

Kindergartners: 4 small packets of soda
crackers (packet of 8)

•

1st & 2nd graders: 2, 32 ounce bottles of
Gatorade (not diet or low calorie)

•

3rd-4th graders: 1 or 2 containers of
disinfecting wipes

If you have any of these items already on hand,
feel free to donate them. We are just assigning
grades to try to ensure we can stock each bag.

This is the time of year when many families think
about giving gifts to various causes and we'd like Christmas Caroling►
►
to ask our Sunday School families to consider
Debbie Diewald is organizing
giving to one or more of the following. There is a
Christmas Caroling to
wide variety ranging from purchased items, to
neighborhood nursing homes.
the gift of time, to sharing/recycling.
Please sign up on the sheet at
Sunday School and more
Baby Jesus' Birthday Party We are collecting
details will follow. She is
bottles, diapers, wipes, pacifiers, formula, bibs,
hoping to enlist the help of five adults who might
baby food, baby care items like lotion and
be song leaders.
shampoo. We will display them at the Christmas
Reception and they will go to St. Stephen's Food Sunday School Schedule►
►
Pantry.
There will be no Sunday School December
Kennedy Adopt a School - Please go through
gently used winter clothing items that your
family has outgrown to give to Kennedy
Elementary School. They are requesting
donations of used winter gear such as boots,
hats, mittens, gloves and coats.
Flu Care Bags - Help us work with Social
Outreach Ministry to create 30 Flu Care Bags for

23 and 30 - Christmas Break
January 6, Classes Resume
For questions contact about any of the
above events contact Elizabeth Crummy,
at 608.235.6910 or
familyministry@messiahchurch.com
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Pre-confirmation (5th- 6th) Confirmation (7th- 9th)
YOW Annual Ornament Sale Begins December 1 and 2, before
and after worship services. Trim your tree with a beautiful woodcut
ornament that celebrates the season and benefits the Messiah
2019 summer youth mission trip. The 2018 ornament is $10.
Previous year ornaments available for $5.

No Pre-Confirmation and Confirmation on Wednesday, December 26, 30th and
January 2 - Christmas Break.
YOW resumes Wednesday, January 9.

Other Happenings at Messiah
We’ll come together on Sunday, December
2nd, at 9:30 .? in the Gathering Space to say
thank you to Tim Martinson for all he’s done for
Messiah!

Gathering Space. A free will offering
will be taken to benefit a local charity.
Set the Christmas preparation aside and
enjoy an afternoon of beautiful music
to nourish your soul!

Blood Pressure Checks►
►

Prayer Shawl Ministry►
►

They happen December 8 & 9. The
Saturday checks will take place prior
to the 5:00 93 service. On Sunday
the blood pressures will be taken
between services.

Messiah Prayer Day►
►

Tim Martinson’s Reception►
►

The next gathering of the Prayer Shawl group will
be Monday, December 17 at 3:30 <? in the
Gathering Space.

Each Thursday from 8-2:00 93 is Messiah’s Prayer
Day. Sign up on the kiosk to pray for 30 minutes
or how ever long you want to stay. Give yourself
The annual Christmas Concert will be Sunday,
the blessing of quiet time with Jesus, especially
December 9 at 2:00 <? in the Community
Room. Refreshments will follow the concert in the during this busy time of holiday preparation.

Monona Senior Chorus►

Looking Ahead
January 27
Annual Meeting
March 6
Ash Wednesday

2019
Holy Week Services
April 18
Maundy Thursday
April 19
Good Friday

April 20
Easter Sunday
May 4 & 5
First Communion
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SAM Apple Pie Sale Update►

A SAM Christmas►

Thank you to all of you that purchased apple
pies! This year’s pie sales will benefit the UW
Police Department’s work with the homeless
in the State Street area.

Wednesday, December 19, Noon

Note the date change! We will not meet the
traditional last Wednesday of
December as that is the day
after Christmas. SAM will
In addition, we are working with Second
celebrate Christmas with our
Harvest Food Bank and NBC 15’s Share Your
regular potluck on the 19th
Holiday campaign. Our goal is to present a
and the Middleton Jazz Band
check to Second Harvest during their
will perform a Christmas
December finale at the Alliant Energy Center.
concert for us. Bring a dish to pass and your
You just might see Messiah on TV with the
tableware. This is a great time to bring a
presentation of their check. We are hoping
friend as we celebrate the Christmas Season.
to present during “match time”. Speaking of
match time, a special thank-you to the
Upcoming Luncheon Events►
Gundlach Family Fund for matching the pie
sale revenue! We could actually see a double ► January 30 - Patrick Ellestad, a Messiah
match once this is completed, all to help our
member, will talk about changes in the
neighbors in need.
tax laws that seniors need to be aware
when they start preparing for their 2018
tax return.
►

Session. Your Long Range Planning
Committee is hard at work and they want
to hear what you have to say. This
session will be held as part of the SAM
luncheon. This is a wonderful time to
share your input as the committee is very
interested to hear what is on the mind of
Messiah’s seniors.

Ladies Lunch Bunch►
The next luncheon will be at Doolittles
Woodfire Grill by East Town Mall on
Wednesday, December 12, at 11:30
9:. Please sign up by Sunday, December
9th as it’s limited to 30. If you sign up and
then have a conflict, please contact Janet
Alfonso at 608-221-1040.

February 27 - Messiah Listening

►

March 27- Steve Cheramy, Messiah’s AV
guru, has some new “old-time television
clips” that are must-see TV! Be prepared
to laugh until it hurts.
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 93 Evening Worship with
Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 43 Worship Service
9:30 43 Sunday School
10:30 43 Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 43 for ages
infant to 6 years old

Come Let us Worship
Our King
C
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December 16 at 2:00 <? Celebrate this annual tradition of music, carols and the Nativity story
as we prepare our hearts for Christmas. A reception in the Social Hall follows the program.
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4:00 93, 7:00 93 and 9:00 93. Come together to share in our traditional celebrations.
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