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As I’ve mentioned occasionally in the past
few years, I enjoy reading poetry, and one of
my favorite poets is the incomparable Robert
Frost. Years ago, back in the 1940’s Frost
owned a small farm in New Hampshire. There
he spent many hours reveling in nature,
enjoying his family, and of course writing
poetry. On the very edge of Frost’s farm
there lay a small brook of running water. It
seems that every springtime the brook would
overflow with the melting snow, yet by early summer it would nearly dry
up for want of rain. He loved the little brook and wrote a poem about it
entitled Hyla Brook.
By June our brook has run out of song and speed
Sought for much after that, it will be found
Either to have gone groping underground
(And taken all the Hyla breed
That shouted in the mist a month ago,
Like ghost of sleighbells in a ghost of snow) –
Or flourished and come up in jewel weed,
Weak foliage that is blown upon and bent
Even against the way its waters went.
Its bed is left a faded paper sheet
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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Of dead leaves stuck together by the heat –
A brook to none but who remember long.
This as it will be seen is other far
Than with brooks taken otherwhere in song.
We love the things we love for what they are.
We love the things we love for what they are! Here is
where Robert Frost is at his poetic best; where he has a
deep insight into love and life; where he speaks the Good
News. You see Frost understands the nature of real love.
Real love doesn’t try to change another person or mold
them or shape them into something they are not – NO –
real love embraces another person as they are - for what
they are! Robert Frost enjoyed his beloved Hyla Brook
precisely because it would dry up in early June, because it
was different than every other stream and brook, because
it wasn’t perfect. He loved it for what it was.
And this is truly a gospel challenge. Each week we are
challenged and inspired by the stories of Jesus, and no
matter the story we turn to, always the love of Jesus is the
same. Jesus never demanded that another person change
in order to be loved. He accepted others for who they
were – the tax collector, the lowly fisherman, the sinner
and the sick – he accepted them all, right where they
were, as they were, for who they were. And how people
blossomed under that kind of unconditional and
accepting love!
If only we could exercise this type of love. So often we
look at our children and long for them to be different
than they are. We wish secretly that our spouse would be
more of this and less of that. We are frustrated that our
friendships aren’t perfect and our jobs aren’t as fulfilling
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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as we had dreamed, and our lives are less than we want them to be. We find ourselves
inwardly saying that if only these people and situations were different we could love them
all so much better.
And so often we find ourselves mired in a restlessness and unhappiness that keeps us
always longing for more.
Yet the gospel challenge is the same week in and week out – to love others as they are for what they are! If we learn to love as Jesus loved – to revel in the wonder of each
person, to lift up the good in every day, to embrace what is beautiful and wonderful in
each relationship – and more – to let go of the bad, then we will find a peace and
happiness that is truly fulfilling. Look around you this day at
the people in your life; learn to love them for who they are; tell
them that you love them; this is the Gospel!

Past

Business Manager’s Report
We are 33 weeks into the budget year and the
Pledged Revenue received to date is $335,500
compared to a budget of $286,100 or $49,400 more
than the budget. The combined balance in the Capital
Projects and Building fund is $194,000.
The Youth completed their mission trip to Osage
Nation in Oklahoma. With the assistance of Lynn
Adams and Glenn Schmitz, we obtained a lower rate
for the rental of seven vans that was available on the
open market.
The Gundlach Fund assisted four families with rent in
July totaling $1,190.
The Community Room was painted in July by Noyce
Painting. In early August we also made an 80 percent
down payment on the new audio/visual system for the
Social Hall.
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Long Range Planning
The Long Range Planning Committee met
on August 21st for the second time. The
group spent time reviewing the current
mission statement, which the Committee
feels needs some updating.
Pastor Jeff shared the history of Messiah so
newer members on the Committee had
some idea of the other buildings that were
used for worship and how we arrived at this
point in time.
The Committee reviewed a list of current
programs and activities of Messiah. The first
area to review at the next meeting will be
education. At that meeting the Children’s
and Youth Ministry leaders will be invited to
share more about their programing.

Summer Projects and Fun at Messiah
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Backpack and School Supplies Collection ►
We began our annual collection on July 1 and it ran until August 22. Last year we
collected 118 backpacks, and we set a goal to collect 130 this year! Because of your incredible
support of this project, 170 backpacks were
filled and delivered to a number of schools and
organizations on the east side of Madison! The
backpacks were blessed by Pastor Jeff at the
August 25 and 26 worship services and then
delivered to the children. The variety of colors
were amazing and will definitely bring a smile
the first day of school. Thank you to Pam
Aldrich, Tom Aldrich and Sandra Allen for their
work on this huge project! Thank you to Diane
Iverson for delivering backpacks to Road Home recipients.

Madison Night at the Mallards Game ►
It was a big night at the ballpark on Thursday, July 26th when 120 members and friends of
Messiah were on hand to watch Pastor Jeff throw out the first pitch and the Messiah Choir
sang the National Anthem. It was a beautiful night to enjoy good food, fellowship and the
Mallards!

Last minute
instructions
for the
pitcher

Hail, hail the gangs all here!

The
choir
and the
tenors
warm up
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Sharing in Fellowship

For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.
Matthew 18:20

Complimentary Blood Pressure Checks►
► Happen September 8 & 9. The Saturday checks will take
place prior to the 5:00 @9 service. On Sunday the blood pressures will be taken between services.
Thank you to our loyal group of nurses who provide this service! The Health Team is looking for
additional help with taking the blood pressures each month. If you are trained in taking blood
pressures, please contact the church office at 222-3833 or ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.
► This is a 11 week Bible Study running September 12-November 21 at
Psalms: Music For the Soul►
6:30 58 led by Rich Valenta that ventures deeper into this scripture so we can share each other’s
insight into these remarkable writings. The study meets in the conference room. For more
information contact Rich at richfsi@gmail.com.
Senior Choir►
► Do you like to sing? Senior Choir resumes on Thursday, September
13 at 7:30 58 in the Community Room. If you have musical gifts you’d like to share,
please contact Clyde Nyhus, Coordinator of Worship and Music,
music@messiahchurch.com, or: 608-516-4926.
Divine Yoga Returns in September►
► We will begin with a four week session that
runs Tuesday, September 11 to October 2, from 5:30-6:45 58. This session will
focus on beginner yoga, but all levels will benefit as the focus will include meditation, breath,
functional alignment and movement that is appropriate for any level. This is a free yoga practice.
However, good will donations are encouraged to benefit Gio's Garden. Please bring an open and
willing mind, heart and a yoga mat A block, strap, and a blanket are helpful as well. The mobility to
move from the floor to standing positions is helpful but all levels welcome! For more information
contact Leanne Widen at leelee53527@gmail.com or call 608-839-4550.
Prayer Shawl Ministry► The next gathering will be Monday, September 24 at 6:30 58 in the
Gathering Space.

Second Saturday Soda & Sangria is Back!
Please stay following
the service for Soda,
Sangria & Treats
at 6:00 56 on

September 8
Thank you Jim and Elaine
McNeil for hosting this great
event!

Mowing Schedule for September
Sept 1: Don Deutscher, Jeff Robbe, Jeff
Trentadue
Sept 8: Bob Schmidt, Scott Ellingboe, Tom
Swenson, Jeff Misfeldt
Sept 15: Kim Dietzman, Jerry Meysembourg,
Jace Jontz, Fred Anderson
Sept 22: Tim O’Brien, Mike Nelson, Kevin
Bailey
Sept 29: Terry Rieck, Lloyd Hinzman, Howie
Hanold

The Column
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the office as soon as possible. If you find your own sub let the
church office know of the change so the bulletin will reflect the correct name. Please email ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Greeter
Sept 1

Reader

8:15 am

Sept 2
10:00 am

Kate Mennenga

Kate Mennenga
Sue Meng
Elaine McNeil
1 Volunteer needed

Linda Meyer
Jim McNeil
2 Volunteers needed

Maren & Fred
Anderson

Jim Stolzenburg

Jim Stolzenburg
Linda Olson
Karen Wenger
Glenn Schmitz

Team 5: Jim Alsmo, Tim Coulthart, Ken
Gerstner, Leo Sebald, Beverly & Myron
Rotar

Matt & Alyssa
Bell

Peggy Finnegan

Peggy Finnegan
Tracy Frank
Tom & Barb Martin

E Team: Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie &
Ed Maas, Diane Sersland

Greeter
Sept 8
5:00 pm

Sept 9
8:15 am

Sept 9

Reader

Kathy Bultman
Melissa Remiker
Leanne Widen
1 Volunteer needed

Linda Meyer
Robb Remiker
Sue Meng
1 Volunteer needed

Ron & Janet
Markwart

Mike Cornelius

Mike & Kristie Palovcsik
Richard & Karen Shilts

Team 6: Don & Gloria Hehenberger, Andy
& Carol Stolarzyk

Colleen Mosley

Lee Schneider

Lee & Tricia Schneider
Karen Dilley
Kathy Digman

A Team:
Team Dale & Catherine Puisto, Glori
Laundrie, Kathie & Phil Kingston

Reader

Sept 16
10:30 am

Communion

Ushers

Sally Carpenter

Elaine Stampfli

Elaine Stampfli
Elaine McNeil
Phil & Char Lawler

Jim McNeil
Linda Meyer
2 Volunteers needed

Bruce & Carol
Bryan

Glenn Schmitz

Judy Misfeldt
Glenn Schmitz
Kathy & Gary Lukens

Team 7: Charlie & Bonnie Eastman,
Bill Gingher, Harley Schmidt, Virgil Simley,

Deb Thies
Carla Fears
Donna Jensen
Glori Laundrie

B Team: Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod, Lee
Nelson, Matt Tully

5:00 pm

8:15 am

Ushers

Kathy Bultman

Greeter

Sept 16

Communion

Steve & Denise
Cheramy

10:30 am

Sept 15

Ushers

Meng Family

5:00 pm

Sept 2

Communion

Dan & Jessica
Polcyn

Gail Schneider

Don Tjugum

Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter
Sept 22

8:15 am

Sept 23
10:30 am

Jim McNeil
Linda Meyer
2 Volunteers needed

Carl & Sue
Burhop

Chris Gingher

Lee & Tricia Schneider
Jeff & Karen Robbe

Team 8: Mike & Kristie Palovcsik, Kim
Dietzman, John & Carol Otterson

Jim Olson
Janet Woider

Lee Nelson

Lee Nelson
Jim Olson
Janet Woider
Mary Marshall

C Team: Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy Zielke
& Leon Wilson, Romni Pullen

Kathy Bultman

Reader
Leanne Widen

5:00 pm

Sept 30
8:15 am

Sept 30
10:30 am

Ushers

Marcia Hendrickson Marcia Hendrickson
Elaine McNeil
Leanne Widen
1 Volunteer needed

Greeter
Sept 29

Communion

Karen Polinske

5:00 pm

Sept 23

Reader
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Communion

Ushers

Kathy Bultman
Leanne Widen
Kate Mennenga
1 Volunteer needed

Linda Meyer
3 Volunteers needed

Ron & Dee
Schwoegler

Judy Harris

Tara Von Dollen
Diane Iverson
Naoma Michaelis
Dawn Olson

Team 1: Lorraine & Harold Amundson,
Sharon & Lloyd Hinzman, Linda Olson,
Karen Wenger

Gail Schneider

Tisa Kirschner

Julie Neppl
Deb Diewald
Peggy Ladwig
Jim Pofahl

D Team: Jim Olson & Janet Woider, Dwight
Paulson, Doris & Richard Shropshire

*If

you can volunteer for any of these services, please call the office
at 222-3833 or email
Holly at ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Messiah New Members
Mitzi Evenstad
David Ruhnke
Stacy Klaas & Liam
Amy Whitcomb
Gerald Whitcomb

Welcome to Our Family!

We Celebrate the
Baptism Of
Maverick Carl Drabowicz
Son of
Justin & Sarah
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Youth and Family Ministry

Teresa Palumbo

YOW is the religious education program for youth in grades 5-6
(Pre-Confirmation) and grades 7-9 (Confirmation). Youth meet
from 6:00-7:30 @9 and participate in large group gathering,
lessons, and small group discussions. Throughout the course of
the year, the youth will also participate in several service and
fellowship opportunities. For more information, please contact
Teresa at youth@messiahchurch.com or 608.279.7460.

Youth on Wednesday (YOW!) nights resumes on
Wednesday, October 3 at 6:00 @9. with a pizza dinner
5th - 12th Grade
for youth and their families in the Social Hall. This is a special
orientation night and all parents/guardians are encouraged to
Call or Text to: 608-279-7460
Email: youth@messiahchurch.com
attend along with their youth. This will also be an opportunity to
submit or fill out registration forms. The registration forms are
available in the holders right outside the church office and are color-coded for either PreConfirmation (5-6) or Confirmation (7-9).
Coordinator of Youth and Family
Ministry

After the dinner, the youth will go to the Community Room for a large
group gathering and activities. The adults will remain in the Social Hall to
discuss the 2018-2019 program. The orientation evening should conclude
by 7:00 @9. The first lesson night for YOW will be on Wednesday,
October 10 at 6:00 58.
Youth Mentors and Faith Formation Guides Are Needed! Do you enjoy
spending time and connecting with youth? Are you available on Wednesday evenings? We are
looking for adults to lead small groups and engage with the youth of our community for
Messiah's Pre-Confirmation and Confirmation programs. Be a part of our Youth on Wednesdays
(YOW!) team. We meet from 6:00-7:30 @9. on Wednesdays beginning in October. No
experience necessary. Contact Teresa Palumbo to answer any questions about this opportunity.

Save the Date for Our
Appreciation Potluck for Pastor Jeff
on Sunday, October 21st
starting at 11:30AM in the Social Hall

Watch future bulletins for more information!
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2018 Mission Trip►
THANK YOU to the Messiah community for your prayers and support of the 2018 mission
trip. There were 39 youth and
adults who served on the
Osage Nation in the community of
Pawhuska, Oklahoma in late July. It
was a week full of opportunities to
grow as a community and grow in
our faith. We also had a lot of fun
and worked hard. We look forward
to sharing our experiences with
you in an upcoming worship
service.

Children’s and Family Ministry
fast included. Children not able
Sunday School September 9 ►
to attend Sunday School are
Meet & Treat Start date for all claswelcome to participate in this
ses, children who are 3 years old by
event.
September 1 through fourth grade.
Fall schedules are available on our
website and will be sent in an email ► Wednesday, Oct. 24: Trunk-orTreat with YOW, 6:00 @9
to families. Please register prior to
Elizabeth Crummy
the start of classes. Registration
► Sunday, Dec. 16: Christmas
Coordinator of Children’s and forms are on our website, and availProgram, Reception, 2:00 @9
Family Ministry
able at the church office. Special
dates to add to your calendar:
3 years old - 4th Grade
Please email Elizabeth if you need
calendars or registration forms.
► Saturday, Sept. 8: Third Grade
Email: familyministry
Bible Blessing at 8:30 :9, break@messiahchurch.com

Spaghetti Dinner►
►
Troop 132 will hold its first annual, "Scout It Out Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser," Sunday, September 9,
from 11:30 '8 to 1:30 58. There will be entertainment in the Scouting Style, and a White Elephant
auction. We will serve, "All You Can Eat," spaghetti with meat sauce (vegetarian option available),
macaroni and cheese, garlic sticks, dessert bars, milk and coffee. The cost is $10 for persons age 11
and over, and $5 for children under 10.
Proceeds will benefit the New Scout Assistance Fund. This fund will aid new Scouts and volunteers
with financial needs to pay their initial registration fees/dues and to purchase their first
uniform. Scouting is for everyone.
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Ongoing Collections for Social Outreach Ministry
Road Home Wish List Items Needed ►
Diapers/pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning supplies
Paper towels
Toilet paper
Feminine hygiene products
Hair-care products for African-American hair
Gift cards for gas and groceries
Please place all donations in the designated bins
in the Collection Area by the
Community Room. Thank you!!

Just Bakery Sale
Sunday, September 9 starting at 8:00 '8
in the Gathering Space until sold out

Socks for Saints►
It’s hard to imagine that in
a few months we will be
experiencing colder
weather. Most of us do not
worry about this, but if you are a resident of the
Triangle who has limited resources and have to
decide between buying food or a warm pair of
socks, this could be a real problem. We can help
by giving them a gift of warm winter socks.
Women prefer the prettier socks. Men prefer
heavier, warm socks of darker colors. Last year we
gathered 300 pair of socks, let’s see if we can
surpass that number this year!
Please place in the bin marked Socks for
Saints. For more information, call Naoma

Michaelis, 608-298-7788.

End Child Poverty Wisconsin Petition►
►
There is a call by four organizations, including
the Wisconsin Council of Churches, who have
The Road Home Dane County has moved to their researched child poverty in Wisconsin and found
new facility on Wingra Drive and have organized it has increased dramatically in the last few
teams to help with the mission of The Road
years. They have developed a call to action for
Home Dane County. We are on the “Yellow
our legislators to halve child poverty in the next
Team” with other churches to do various projects,
10 years and to halve the racial inequity within
duties, etc. Some of the examples for volunteer
those poverty numbers. They have issued a
needs are meal preparations and children’s
activities; making sack lunches for field trips and petition statewide so that it can be presented to
volunteers to accompany on the field trips;
our legislators to call for this goal. To learn more
continue with the collection and delivery of Wish and sign the petition go to www.endchild
List items, etc.
povertywi.org. The petition is asking our
legislators to commit to setting a goal of ending
We are asked to help with the month of
childhood poverty
September so if you can help with any of
and then measuring
these projects, please contact Diane Iverson at
themselves in
(608) 242-0462 or email
accomplishing it.
diverson1936@gmail.com.

Volunteers Needed to Help With The
►
Road Home In September►
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Yes the SAM Monthly Lunch will meet on
October 31, on Halloween! Our program that
day will feature a variety show of SAM members’
talents. Do you have a special talent or hobby
you would like to share? There are a couple of
slots left. If you are interested, send an email to
SAM Ladies’ Lunch Bunch Date►
The next luncheon will be Wednesday, September adultministry@gmail.com We will have a
pumpkin contest with some nice prizes. Bring
12, 11:30 '8 Buck & Honeys Restaurant, 804
your pumpkin already decorated and let the
Liberty Blvd., Sun Prairie. Due to our size we will
voting begin! You can carve it, not carve it,
have a limited menu of four choices posted on
almost anything goes except NO store decorated
the kiosk. Individual checks will be accepted. For
pumpkins.
more information contact Janet Alfonso at
alfonso_janet @yahoo.com or call the church
Fall Color Tour is SOLD OUT►
►
office at 222-3833. Sign up on the kiosk by
The
SAM
fall
color
tour
to
Galena
is
SOLD
OUT
Sunday, September 9.
and the wait list is full. If you have already signed
Apple Pies Are Back►
►
up for the tour, watch your email for the next
Fall is just around the corner and that means SAM step in preparing for the tour.
will again be making apple pies for your
Thanksgiving and Christmas meals. Be sure to buy Tenney Park to Yahara Park Place,
another one for your freezer when company
Madison Tuesday, September 18►
►
comes to visit. Judy Harris has agreed to again
Starting in scenic Tenney Park on Lake Mendota,
lead this project. Production dates will be posted
we'll walk along the paved Yahara River Bike Path
soon. If you have not helped before, this is
and on neighborhood sidewalks to Yahara Park
definitely a fun activity you will not want to miss.
Place on Lake Monona, and then return along
the same route. The walk takes us under
SAM Potluck Lunches ►
Johnson St. and East Washington Avenue and
The fall season is upon us and that means we are through pretty neighborhoods. The distance is a
starting the SAM potluck season. Our first
little over two miles round trip and at a leisurely
luncheon is September 26 at noon in Social Hall
pace should take 90 minutes to a couple of
(lower level). If you are 55 or older, you are
hours. There are restrooms at Tenney Park but
invited! Bring your
not further along our route. Some people may
favorite dish,
wish to explore more of the park
tableware, and stay
afterwards. Comfortable sneakers or walking
for the program
shoes recommended. Meet at Messiah at 9:00
which will feature a
'8. We can car pool if people want. Sign up with
worldwide journey
Walt & Barb Herrod, 608-318-2129 or at
in photos from a
bwhfam@gmail.com. You can meet us at the
well-known wildlife
park if you want, but we’d still like you to let us
photographer.
know you’re coming. Rain date is Wednesday,
September 19.

Nonprofit Organization
U. S. Postage
PAID
Madison, Wisconsin
Permit No. 999

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716

R1Gc>0 S1>d671 R1ec1?G1A

Worship Schedule
Saturday
5:00 @9 Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sunday
8:15 :9 Worship Service
10:00 :9 Worship Service
Service returns to 10:30 '8
on September 9
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 :9 for ages
infant to 6 years old

Habitat For Humanity 2018
Messiah usually works at a building site with the Wisconsin River Chapter of Habitat for
Humanity but this year there were no houses under construction so most of the week was spent at
the Baraboo ReStore. Working with the store managers, this year's ten participants removed old
trim around interior doorways and windows and rebuilt them using some more rustic looking
lumber which was Habitat's preference. In addition, we built some trim work for the exterior side
of the doors and windows as well and finally deconstructed some walls and shelving in a
lunchroom area to create more space for eating and meetings. On Wednesday, we drove to
Reedsburg and built about 15 interior walls for a home to be constructed later this year.
This year's participants included a couple of newcomers as well as many who have helped before.
They were Julie Frey, Pat Krebs, Elise Olsen, Dawn Olson, Dwight Paulson, Chip Plummer, Ray
Robinson, Tim Ryan,
Jim Stolzenburg, and
Clyde Tunak. It was
good to see old faces
and introduce the
rookies to the group's
camaraderie.
Thankfully, no injuries
this year.

