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The Story of the Three Wishes
There once was an elderly man who set off
on a journey to a faraway country. The old
man was a mystic with incredible powers of
healing and change. As he walked on a
desolate mountain road he was set upon by
bandits. During the attack three hikers
happened down that same path and came to
his aid preventing any further harm. The holy
old man was so appreciative of the help that
he offered to grant each of the young men
one wish, a single wish. He advised them to
think carefully about what they would ask for since they could only have
one wish.
The first hiker stepped forward and claimed his reward. He said that he
was poor, that he had been raised in a poor family and that he had
always been hungry and scraping along for his existence. There was only
one thing in the world that he desired and had wanted for most of his
life. He wanted to be rich. Well no sooner than he had made his request
when suddenly there was a horse drawn wagon that appeared out of thin
air and the wagon was filled with gold and money! The young man
jumped into the driver’s seat and grabbed the reins of the horse and
trotted off hauling his treasure behind him.
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The old man watched him leave and sighed with a heavy heart. He
glimpsed the hiker’s future and saw it filled with many false friends and all
the flashy things that money can buy. He also peered into the future and
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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saw the day when the trunk would be empty and so too
would be the life of the young man – abandoned by fair
weather friends, penniless and impoverished in spirit.
No sooner had the first hiker disappeared with his
treasure, the second young hiker stepped forward to
claim his reward. He was a short and squatty, plain
looking young man. He had an oddly shaped face, a
crooked nose and rather large ears. There was only one
thing he wished for – he desired to be handsome.
Suddenly, just as before, the change happened in an
instant. He became the most handsome man ever. He
looked into a puddle of water, saw his reflection and ran
off in delight toward his home.
The old man watched him leave and again sighed with a
heavy heart. He looked into the future and saw the hiker’s
future. He would enjoy his fine looks and the resulting
newfound popularity. In time though age would take its
toll on him and his handsome appearance would fade and
weather, along with all the benefits they afforded. He
would live the remainder of his life bitter, lonely and
insecure.

W244013 D*; A++0+,*1,
........................................................... Wendy Bailey
......................... wendy@messiahchurch.com

Finally, the third hiker stepped forward. He too was poor,
and he was so average looking that he would pass by
without anyone ever taking a second look. He made his
wish and departed for home. This time however the old
man sighed not with a heavy heart but with a deeper sigh
of relief and joy. The young man had asked neither for
money nor handsome looks – he had wished peace of
mind and a grateful heart that would allow him to always
appreciate what he had. The old man peered into this
young man’s future and smiled – he would always be
happy.
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I hear folks these days making wishes. I wish people could
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just get along. I wish we lived in a just society. I wish my children would get off social media. I
wish the world weren’t so crazy. I wish the humidity were lower. I wish I made more money. I
wish young people were more polite. I wish…I wish…I wish… I wonder if we lived as the third
young man in that story if we wouldn’t find happiness? I wish for peace of mind and a
grateful heart to appreciate what I have.
So here’s my challenge this month. Spend a moment or so in the coming days counting
your blessings. Who are the people that God has given you to love? Do you have a roof
over your head and food to sustain you? Can you see the beauty of a summer day, a
sunset, or a smile? Can you smell the fragrance of a flower, a wonderful meal, the scent of
your loved one? Can you be grateful for this moment and this breath and this day?
If we learn to appreciate what we have in a world that can sometimes feel so chaotic
- if we are grateful - perhaps we will we find peace.

Past

Business Manager’s Report
Tim Coulthart
The Pledged Revenue received through 28
weeks is $291,500 compared to the budget
for the same period of $242,700, so we are
$48,800 ahead of the budget. The balance
in the Capital Projects Fund is $148,700 and
the balance in the Building Fund is
$36,600. You will notice the change from
Debt Reduction to Building Fund. We no
longer have any debt so the change back to
the Building Fund appears appropriate.
By now you should have received your midyear statement. If you did not receive one,
please contact the office. Thank you for
your generous support of the mission and
programs of Messiah!

Jef V n

H

Long Range Planning
Committee
The first meeting of the Long Range Planning
(LRP) Committee was held on Tuesday, July
17th. Committee members, Deborah
Speckmann, Dawn Olson, Lloyd Mennenga,
Jace Jontz, Tim Hollar, Bob Netzler and Holly
Tunak reviewed the process of assessing the
health of our congregation and what will be
discussed in the coming months.
The Committee also reviewed the current
mission statement of Messiah, a list of current
worship services, ministries and other activities
to be discussed at the August meeting.
Progress of the LRP Committee will be shared
in the coming months.
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Sinner’s Dinners Are Back!!
Do you like a good meal and the company of friendly people? Then join your
fellow “sinners” of Messiah for a fellowship activity this fall called Sinner’s Dinners.
It's a great way to share stories, food, and fun with your friends, old AND new. We will form
new groups, but there is a possibility of having someone from last year in your group again.
The idea is to meet NEW people.
Here's how it works.... Just sign up on the kiosk in the Gathering Space, OR call Jim at
608-224-2664 for information. We will take all the names and form groups of 6 to 8. This
activity is for both singles and couples. Couples will be kept together in the same group. You
will be notified of the people in your group, and will be given their contact information. One
of the members will be assigned to be the 'host' for the first meal. After that, each single or
couple will host a meal until each household has had a turn. This will be a total of 3 or 4
meals over a 9 month period.
'Hosting' a meal does not mean providing the whole meal. The host usually provides
the main course, whether it is a meat dish or something else, and the rest of the meal is
shared.
It is the duty of the host to ask each household to bring a particular dish to accompany that
main course. For example, the host family might want to do a chicken dish as the main
course, and then ask another couple to bring the potatoes, and another member to bring a
vegetable dish, and another member a dessert or appetizer, etc. The host family usually
provides the beverage as well, including beer or wine if that is their wish.
Once a group has met at the first host's house, it is up to that group to schedule the
next meal and its host. Each group can choose the type of food that best fits its members.
There is no agenda to the dinners other than friendly
conversation and a willingness to meet fellow
Messiah members. This is an adult's night out, so
arrangements for babysitting should be made.
However, in the past, groups have been flexible in
how they handle this.
The only qualification is that you are a
'sinner.’ (No one has an excuse not to sign up)!
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August Mowing Teams
TEAM 3

August 4

Clyde Tunak*
Mike Weiland
Tom Rendall

Prayer Shawl Ministry►
► No Meeting in
August, the next gathering will be September 24 @
6:30 ,Bless Yourself, Take a Prayer Break
on Thursdays►
► Sign up on the kiosk to pray

August 18

or just be still for 30 minutes as part of the
Messiah’s Weekly Day of Prayer from 8-2:00 ?8 in
the prayer room. It could be the best thing you do
for yourself all week! Thank you to Kay Peterson for
supporting the cost of the Prayer Room in memory
of her husband, Ron and son, Dan.

TEAM 6

August 25

Complimentary Blood Pressure
Checks►
► Happen August 11 and 12. The

Clyde Nyhus*
Andy Nyhus
Deb Diewald

* Team Captain

TEAM 4

August 11

Tim Martinson*
Bob Drake
Lloyd Mennenga

TEAM 5
Paul Hoel*
Kay Hoel
Don Chisman

Saturday checks will take place prior to the 5:00 ?8
service. On Sunday the blood pressures will be
taken between services.

Backpack and School Supplies Collection ►
We began our annual collection on July 1. You will find a list of the needed school
supplies on the Kiosk, and below. Bins for donations are located in the Gathering Space. Pam
Aldrich and Sandra Allen will again coordinate this effort for us. Last year we collected 118
backpacks, let’s see if we can collect 130 this year! For questions contact:
p-taldrich@sbcglobal.net or chriswiss37@yahoo.com Backpacks are delivered to local
eastside students mid-August. Items needed include:
Backpacks
Solid Color Pocket Folders - Varied Colors
Wide-ruled 1-subject Spiral Notebooks
Washable Crayola Markers
(thick or thin tip)
Composition Notebooks
Pencil Boxes
#2 Lead Pencils Erasers
Pencil Sharpeners

Crayons (package of 24)
Scissors
Colored Pencils
Glue sticks (washable)
Ruler (in/centimeter)
School boxes-no
pouches
Post-it Notes
Highlighters

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the office as soon as possible. If you find your own sub let the
church office know of the change so the bulletin will reflect the correct name. Please email ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
if your phone number or email changes.
Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first with any changes.

Greeter
August 4

Elaine McNeil

Reader
Melissa Remiker

5:00 pm

August 5
8:15 am

August 5
10:00 am

Ushers

Melissa Remiker
Elaine McNeil
Peggy Finnegan
1 Volunteer needed

Robb Remiker
Jim McNeil
2 Volunteers needed

Richard & Karen
Shilts

Tara Von Dollen

Tara Von Dollen
Gary & Kathy Lukens
Glenn Schmitz

Team 1: Lorraine & Harold Amundson,
Sharon & Lloyd Hinzman, Linda Olson,
Karen Wenger

Walt & Barb
Herrod

Ray Robinson

Ray Robinson
Donna Jensen
Mary Marshall
Julie Neppl

A Team:
Team Dale & Catherine Puisto, Glori
Laundrie, Kathie & Phil Kingston

Greeter
August 11

Communion

Reader

Communion

Ushers

Kathy Bultman

Jeff Stadmueller

Kathy Bultman

Linda Meyer

Jim Alsmo

Jeff Robbe

Jeff & Karen Robbe
Lynn Brandt
Dawn Olson

Team 2: Tom Green, Carl Burhop, Paul
Hoel, Lamont Liefke

Doreen Hinrichs

Richard Shropshire

Debbie Diewald
Kathy Digman
Jim Pofahl
Lee Nelson

B Team: Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod, Lee
Nelson, Matt Tully

5:00 pm

August 12
8:15 am

August 12
10:00 am

Greeter

5:00 pm

Steve & Denise
Cheramy

August 19

Doris Zache

Ed & Bonnie
Maas

August 18

Reader
Leanne Widen

10:00 am

Ushers

Leanne Widen
Mary Jane Hill
Sue Meng
Kathy Bultman

Jim & Elaine McNeil

Tricia Schneider

Lee & Tricia Schneider
Carol & Andy Stolarzyk

Team 3: Tim Ryan, Chip Plummer,
Keith Schlesinger, Lynn & Jerry Brandt

Karen Dilley

Karen Dilley
Jim Olson & Janet Woider
Peggy Ladwig

C Team: Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy Zielke
& Leon Wilson, Romni Pullen

8:15 am

August 19

Communion

2 Volunteers needed

Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter
August 25

Joan Roscoe

Reader
Gene Qualmann

5:00 pm

August 26
8:15 am

August 26
10:00 am

Communion
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Ushers

Phil & Char Lawler
Gene Qualmann

Sue Meng
Linda Meyer

1 Volunteer needed

2 Volunteers needed

Ron & Janet
Markwart

Corey Randl

Karen Wenger
Judy Misfeldt
Sharon Ryan
Naoma Michaelis

Team 4:
4 Tim Martinson, Emma Godfrey,
Barb Moseley, Marilyn Foss, Jeff & Karen
Robbe

Tom & Barb Martin

Paula Kedzie

Tom & Barb Martin
Norene Shultis
Deb Thies

D Team: Jim Olson & Janet Woider,
Dwight Paulson, Doris & Richard
Shropshire

*If

you can volunteer for any of these services, please call the office
at 222-3833
or email Holly at ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Choir Begins Thursday, September 13
Music weaves together and through the liturgical components
of our worship. We are truly blessed by the musical gifts shared by
so many here at Messiah.
If you have musical gifts you’d like to share, please contact
Clyde Nyhus, Coordinator of Worship and Music,
music@messiahchurch.com, or: 608-516-4926.
Senior Choir rehearses and sings September - May, provides music at the 8:15 98 worship
service two Sundays per month. Additionally, they sing at Thanksgiving Eve, Christmas Eve, Ash
Wednesday and Maundy Thursday services. Members of this choir are automatically in the
Men’s Choir, or the Women’s Choir. Senior Choir works in a variety of styles for anthems,
including four-part SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor & Bass). Rehearsals are Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 7:,
starting September 13.
Women’s Choir sings one Sunday per month at the 8:15 98 worship service. Women not in
Senior Choir are welcome to join this group. Typically they sing a traditional hymn with two or
three part harmony. Rehearsal is 8:00 98 on the Sunday morning when singing.
Men’s Choir sings one Sunday per month at the 8:15 98 service. Men not in Senior Choir
are welcome to join this group. Rehearsals are Sunday morning at 8:00 98 on day of singing.
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Women’s Ministry Happenings
DIVINE YOGA RETURNS TO
MESSIAH►

Please bring an open and willing mind,
heart and a yoga mat A block, strap, and a
blanket are helpful as well. The mobility to
move from the floor to standing positions is
helpful but all levels welcome!

We will begin with a four week session that
runs Tuesday, September 11 to October 2,
from 5:30-6:45 7:. This session will focus
on beginner yoga, but all levels will benefit
as the focus will include meditation, breath, Yoga provided by Certified Instructors and
functional alignment and movement that is members of Messiah Lutheran Church
Women's Ministry.
appropriate for any level.
The second session that will run from
October 9 to November 20, from 5:306:45 7:. will continue to grow the practice
as the weeks progress and encourage a
deepening of your practice as you continue
to build upon the
connection to
mind, body and
spirit.

Save the Date!!

Divine Yoga meets Speaker, author, bible study leader,
in the Community Elizabeth Murphy, will be presenting
“Depending on an Overwhelming God
Room.

When Life is Overwhelming” on

This is a free yoga November 17 from 8:30 98-11:00 98.
practice. However, Watch the kiosk for more information!
good will
donations are
encouraged and forwarded to local
charities. This session we will benefit Gio's
Garden which was nominated by a fellow
Divine yogi. For more information about
Gio’s Garden, visit their website:
giosgarden.org. As in the past, all
donations will be generously matched by
the Gundlach Family Fund (GFF). We’re so
thankful for all the wonderful matches
made in the past by GFF. Together, we
make a difference!!
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We Celebrate the Baptisms of
Kayna Marie Griffin
Ariana Ann Griffin
Lexie Flortia Griffin
Gemma Kay Griffin
Daughters of Dennis Griffin & Jennifer Lichtie
“And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove” Matthew 3:16

Messiah’s Newest Members
Melissa Kasperski
Tyler Kasperski
Brittney Kasperski
Richard Klaas

Mark Your Calendar
•
•
•
•
•

Begins Sunday,
September 9
at 9:30 !"
Registration forms
are on the website

3rd grade Bible Blessing Saturday, September 8
Trunk or Treat Wednesday, October 24
Christmas Program, Sunday, December 16
Sunday School Ends, Sunday, April 28, 2019
First Communion Weekend, May 4 & 5, 2018
For a full list of Children and Family Ministry
events, please check the Messiah website or the
kiosk! For questions contact Elizabeth Crummy.

C6094.21’+ *14 F*:09; M010+,.; | 3 years-4th Grade
Elizabeth Crummy, Children’s and Family Ministry Coordinator
Cell # 608-235-6910 Email: familyministry@messiahchurch.com
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Ongoing Collections- Social Outreach Ministry
The Road Home of Dane County Needs►
Diapers/pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning supplies
Paper towels
Toilet paper
Feminine hygiene products
Hair-care products designed for AfricanAmerican hair
Gi" cards for gas and grocery
Jail Ministry►
Please Note - Donations for the Jail Ministry have
currently been suspended due to a change in the
Chaplaincy program. We’ll keep you advised when
donations are again being accepted.

Socks for Saints►
It’s hard to imagine that in
a few months we will be
experiencing colder
weather. Most of us do not
worry about this, but if you are a resident of the
Triangle who has limited resources and have to
decide between buying food or a warm pair of
socks, this could be a real problem. We can help
by giving them a gift of warm winter socks.
Women prefer the prettier socks. Men prefer
heavier, warm socks of darker colors. Last year we
gathered 300 pair of socks, let’s see if we can
surpass that number this year!
Please place in the bin marked Socks for
Saints. For more information, call Naoma

Michaelis, 608-298-7788

Kennedy School Connection
Kennedy School Save The Date►

The needs at Kennedy School include►

Kennedy is looking for volunteers to help paint
the playground equipment on Thursday, August
23. As of this publication a start time has not
been set. Please watch the Sunday bulletins for
updated information.

Washable markers

Kennedy is also looking for donations of sweet
treats, chips, and non-perishable snacks for
their Family Community Engagement event on
August 13th. The event is held off school
grounds so they are able to offer non-healthy
snacks. Donations can be placed in the Kennedy
bin marked “Family Event” by the Community
Room.
For questions contact: Pam Aldrich at
p-taldrich@sbcglobal.net or Sandra Allen at
chriswiss37@yahoo.com

Expo® Vis-a-vis® Wet-Erase Overhead Markers
(different colors)
Sharpie markers (thick and thin, different colors)
Electric pencil sharpeners
Dry erase markers
Post-it notes (various sizes)
Sheet protectors (medium to heavy)
Ticonderoga pencils
Erasers and Highlighters (different colors)
Please place all donations in the designated bins
in the Collection Area by the
Community Room. Thank you!!
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SAM Ladies’s Lunch Bunch Date►
►
The next luncheon will be Wednesday, August
8, 11:30 *: at the Elks Club, 711 Jenifer
Street in Madison. We will meet in the
Wisconsin Room. The menu choice will be a
cranberry walnut salad, grilled chicken
sandwich or French dip sandwich with a
choice of soup or fries. The cost will be $13.25
which includes your entrée, beverage and the
gratuity. The Elks Club does not accept
individual checks so you will need to have
the exact change for your lunch. For more
information contact Janet Alfonso at
alfonso_janet @yahoo.com or call the church
office at 222-3833. Sign up on the kiosk by
Sunday, August 5th.

Kids from Wisconsin 50th
Anniversary Show►
►

Ticket distribution for the August 17th show at
Monona Grove High School will take place
August 4&5 and August 11&12 at church. The
shows start at 7:00 ?8 in the auditorium.
Sorry, tickets are no longer available.

downtown Galena and there will be free time
for shopping. The last stop will be Sinsinawa
Mound Center where you can visit the chapel,
museums, and gift store. Sinsinawa is known
for their wonderful bakery products which you
will be able to purchase. Cost: $55.00 includes
transportation, admission, lunch, afternoon
snack, and all gratuities and taxes.
The response has been excellent for ticket sales
so don’t delay! Order forms are available on the
kiosk in the Gathering Space or by sending an
email to adultministry@messiahchurch.com

Apple Pies Are Back►
►
Fall is just around the corner and that means
SAM will again be making apple pies for your
Thanksgiving and Christmas meals. Be sure to
buy an extra one for your freezer when
company comes to visit. Judy Harris has
agreed to return as SAM’s Apple Pie Czar!
Production dates will be posted down the
road. Plan on joining the pie making fun. Later
in the production schedule we do stop for a
pie and ice cream break. If you have not
helped before, this is definitely a fun activity
you will not want to miss and a great way to
meet new people. Oh, the pie tastes so
yummy!!

SAM Galena Fall Tour►
►
Wednesday, October 17, 8:00 <= to 6:00
?=. The motor coach will depart
sharply at 8:00 98 and the first
stop will be Ulysses Grant’s
home. Lunch will be served at
the DeSoto House Hotel in

Last year 31 volunteers prepared 160 pies to raise funds to
support Salvation Army on East Washington Avenue. and for
program activities for SAM.
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Worship Schedule
Saturday
5:00 ?8 Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sunday
8:15 98 Worship Service
10:00 98 Worship Service
Service returns to 10:30 *:
on September 9
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 98 for ages
infant to 6 years old

Bits & Pieces
 September Column►
► Articles are due to the office by Wednesday, August 15. The

September Column mailing group will meet on Wednesday, August 29 at 9:00 98.
 Habitat for Humanity►
► Happens August 6-10. There’s still time to sign up on the

kiosk. Contact Jim Stolzenburg 608-224-2664 for more information.
 No Fear All Fun Train Run 5K, Saturday, August 11, Race starts at 9:00 98. Race

location is the Lake Farm County Park. Registration information at www.nofearallfun.org.
The run was created in memory of Michael Neill, a member of Messiah. Proceeds benefit
the Sennett and Whitehorse Middle School Running Clubs.
 1st Fun Run/Walk/Roll ► Hosted by Advanced Employment Inc. is scheduled for

Saturday, October 6 at Warner Park. Registration and check-in begins at 8:30 98.
They are looking for walkers/runners/rollers to participate in the event as well as
volunteers for set-up, water stations, registration table, clean up and more. To volunteer
contact Haley Drozdowicz at hscott@advemp.org.
To participate visit Advanced Employment Inc.’s
Facebook page to register. Messiah is proud to
promote this event as one of our members
participates in the program. Check the kiosk for
more information.

