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My Deepest Desire Is To Be With Those I Love
This month my oldest son Ben turns 17. It’s
not easy to be 17. It isn’t easy to be in a family
at 17. Teenagers need to differentiate, they
need to set themselves a place apart, they
need to believe that their parents aren’t so
smart, so in control, and so not perfect! And
so I look for moments, just moments when we
connect. I try to cherish those moments.
Believe it or not, Ben taught me this ,
when he was only four.
So many years ago on Ben’s fourth birthday Melissa gave him a new game,
Dinosaur Checkers. It’s played like regular checkers except the pieces are
more to a four year olds fancy – stegosauruses, brachiosaurs, tyrannosaurus
rexes, all the figures in “swamp green” or “fire eating red.” I showed Ben
how to play checkers. It’s difficult for a child to grasp that he cannot simply
move his figures wherever on the board he chooses, and turns must be
taken, and hardest of all, sometimes you lose a piece to your opponent. I
played a couple of games with Ben, he won a couple of times and I could
tell he enjoyed the gift.
After dinner and after I had lost the second game I told him that it was time
to light the birthday candle and cut the cake. Atop his birthday cake was a
small candle in the shape of a number “4.” Melissa lit the candle and said to
Ben: Go ahead Benny and wish for anything you want…anything at all.
Make the wish and blow out the candle. Ben thought about it, took a deep
breath and extinguished the flame. As we cut the cake, Ben threw his arms
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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around my neck and whispered in my ear: I wished that I
could play another game of Dinosaur Checkers with Daddy!
My heart melted on Ben’s fourth birthday – with all my
imperfections, my son wanted to be with me, to play
checkers with me.
My son taught me that day. Ben reminded me that our
deepest desire is simply to be loved and spend time with
those we love. Why then are there so many days when we
become confused and think that we deeply desire
something else? We wish for more money or a better car.
We long for a bigger house or a better paying job. We wish
for a great big boat or a fancy new motorcycle. We fool
ourselves into thinking that these things will bring us peace
and happiness. Yet what we end up discovering is
something that even a four-year-old child knows to be true
– that real peace is simply spending time with those we
love – being with another who loves us as we are. And this
is the key – to love others as they are – even if they are 17!
The great Fred Rogers once said: Love isn't a state of perfect
caring. It is an active noun like ‘struggle.’ To love someone is
to strive to accept that person exactly the way he or she is,
right here and now.
Every day we have the choice to throw ourselves into a
thousand activities and distractions, play and work, travels
and preparations, or we can find the time to simply BE with
those we love as they are right now. We have the choice to
lose ourselves in all stuff that we accumulate and all the
things that we can buy, or we can begin to see that our real
wealth is found in those we love - and love them as they
are right now. We have the choice to get caught up with the
details of life and the busy-ness of life, or we can center on
our deepest desire – to love others as they are right now!
Loving means being fully present to others wherever they
are in their development, even if they are teenagers and
needing space. We need to be open to the moments, the
little moments of connecting. It means cherishing and
remembering and embracing those grace-filled moments.
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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Loving means desiring the right things, and longing for the
enduring things, and wishing for the eternal things.
The next time I’m overwhelmed by the details of life, or
exasperated with work, or frustrated with teenagers, I hope I
recall Ben’s 4-year-old voice whispering in my ear: I wished
that I could play another game of Dinosaur Checkers with
Daddy!
My deepest desire is to be with those I love and to try and
love them as they are right now. In doing that I will find more
moments to cherish and so many more memories to
embrace. And who knows? Perhaps that 4-year-old is still
hiding somewhere deep down inside of Ben. I’d like to think
that.

Past
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Ben at Age 4 with
Dad and Joe

Business Manager’s Report
Tim Coulthart
We are 23 weeks into the year and the
Pledged Revenue received to date is
$237,700 compared to the budget for the
same time period of $208,000 so we are
$29,700 over the budget. General Fund
Expenses as of May 31 were $195,900
while the budget for the same time period
was $201,400 so we are $5,500 under
budget. The balance in the Capital Projects
Fund is $152,200 and the Building Fund is
$35,600.
Thank you for the engaged discussion
during the June 10th Congregational
Meeting. I believe we made three very
thoughtful decisions.

Joan E. Shropshire
Education Grant Fund

Don’t Miss a Great Opportunity►
The Joan E. Shropshire Education Grant Fund
was created to provide educational assistance
for those students who are members of
Messiah, and who will be pursuing higher
education from an accredited college,
university or technical school commencing in
the fall of 2018. This fund has been designed
to honor and support students graduating
from high school, or receiving a GED, who
make a commitment to further their
education. Full details and Application forms
are available on our website.
The deadline is August 1st!
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June 10th Congregational Meeting
Council President Glenn Schmitz thanked Kay Peterson and Glori Laundrie for their years
of service to the Church Council. Kay has served a total of 24 years during her
membership at Messiah and as President four different times. Glori served six years and
as Council Secretary for many of those years. Samantha Taylor and Tim Hollar were
elected to their first term on Council and Jacob Wagner was elected to his second term.
A recommendation was brought to the membership to repaint the Community Room at a
cost of $5,450. Colors would be similar to the other areas on the first floor. That
recommendation was approved.
A suggestion had previously been made to add new AV equipment to the Social Hall to
enhance the presentation experience for different groups using that space. The cost is
$13,745 and that recommendation was approved. Previously there was no projection
system in that area, only a flat screen television that was limited in projection capabilities.
At the annual meeting in January the idea of a canopy over the front entrance was
discussed and staff was asked to obtain bids for such an addition. The cost came in from
Vogel Construction (who built the addition to Messiah) at $245,560. There was concern
about the cost and the members were reminded in the Messiah Constitution that a Long
Range Planning Committee is a required committee. It was suggested that a committee
be established to look ahead five - ten years to make a list of anticipated needs and
expenditures, which could include the canopy. A motion was made and passed to
establish a Long Range Planning Committee and people who may be interested in serving
on the committee should contact Pastor Jeff, Tim Coulthart or the office. Watch for more
information in upcoming Column publications.
President Glenn Schmitz thanked Messiah members for all their support.
Following the meeting the Long Range Planning Committee was discussed at the June
12th Council Meeting. It was determined that eight would be a good number for the
committee. The following people have volunteered to serve:

Tim Hollar
Jace Jontz

Dawn Olson

Deborah Speckmann

Lloyd Mennenga

Pastor Jeff Vanden Heuvel

Bob Netzler

Holly Tunak
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July Mowing Teams
July 7 - TEAM 13
Bill Durkin, Don Hehenberger, Nathan
Fosshage, Mike Palovcsik
July 14 - TEAM 14
Chris Brown, Dawn Olson, Mike Digman
Don Imhoff
July 21 - TEAM 1
Clyde Tunak, Chris Gingher, Bill
Gingher, Jr., Paul Vanderbloemen
July 28 - TEAM 2
Tom Green, Kevin Fahey, Tom Aldrich

The next gathering will be
Monday, July 23 at 6:30
Complimentary Blood Pressure
Checks►
Happen July 14 and 15. The
Saturday checks will take place
prior to the 5:00 E? service. On
Sunday the blood pressures will be
taken between services.

Backpack and School Supplies Collection ►
We begin our annual collection on July 1. You will find a list of the needed school
supplies on the Kiosk, and below. Bins for donations will be located in the Gathering Space.
Pam Aldrich and Sandra Allen will again coordinate this effort for us. Last year we collected
118 backpacks, let’s see if we can collect 130 this year! For questions contact:
p-taldrich@sbcglobal.net or chriswiss37@yahoo.com Backpacks are delivered to local
eastside students mid-August. Items needed include:
Crayons (package of 24)
Backpacks
Solid Color Pocket Folders - Varied Colors
Scissors
Wide-ruled 1-subject Spiral Notebooks
Colored Pencils
Washable Crayola Markers
Glue sticks (washable)
(thick or thin tip)
Ruler (in/centimeter)
Composition Notebooks
School boxes-no
Pencil Boxes
pouches
#2 Lead Pencils Erasers
Post-it Notes
Pencil Sharpeners
Highlighters

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the office as soon as possible. If you find your own sub let the
church office know of the change so the bulletin will reflect the correct name. Please email ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
if your phone number or email changes. Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first with any changes.

June 30

Greeter

Reader

Mary Jane Hill

Elaine Stampfli

5:00 pm

Communion

Ushers

Mary Jane Hill
Elaine Stampfli
Herman Stampfli
Melissa Remiker

Robb Remiker
Sue Meng
2 Volunteers needed

Keith & Nancy
Schlesinger

Mike Palovcsik

Mike & Kristie Palovcsik
Diane Iverson
Judy Harris

Team 4:
4 Tim Martinson, Emma Godfrey,
Barb Moseley, Marilyn Foss, Jeff & Karen
Robbe

July 1
10:00 am

Doug & Jean
Dettlaff

Romni Pullen

Barb Martin
Debbie Diewald
Julie Neppl
Lee Nelson

A Team:
Team Dale & Catherine Puisto, Glori
Laundrie, Kathie & Phil Kingston

July 7

Char Lawler

Phil Lawler

Phil & Char Lawler
Mary Jane Hill

Wendy Bailey
Michele Jabs
Sherri Neill

July 1
8:15 am

5:00 pm

1 Volunteer needed

July 8
8:15 am

July 8
10:00 am

July 14

Bob & Betty
Schmidt

Judy Skolaski

Tara Von Dollen
Gary & Kathy Lukens
Glenn Schmitz

Team 5: Jim Alsmo, Tim Coulthart, Ken
Gerstner, Leo Sebald, Beverly & Myron
Rotar

Hal & Ellyn
Erickson

Jessica Polcyn

Jessica Polcyn
Jim Olson
Janet Woider
Peggy Ladwig

B Team: Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod, Lee
Nelson, Matt Tully, John Gordon

Karen Polinske

Peggy Finnegan

Peggy Finnegan
Kathy Bultman

Robb Remiker
Melissa Remiker

2 Volunteers needed

2 Volunteers needed

5:00 pm

Leo & Lorna
Sebald

Jim Stolzenburg

8:15 am

Jim Stolzenburg
Linda Olson
Diane Iverson
Shannon Meyer

Team 6: Don & Gloria Hehenberger, Andy
& Carol Stolarzyk

July 15

Carla Fears

Mary Marshall

Carla Fears
Karen Dilley
Tracy Frank
Norene Shultis

C Team: Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy Zielke
& Leon Wilson, Romni Pullen

July 15

10:00 am

The Column

Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter
Sally Carpenter

July 21

Reader
Mary Jane Hill

5:00 pm

Communion
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Ushers

Mary Jane Hill
Diane Nelson

Steve Nelson
Jim & Elaine McNeil
Linda Meyer

2 Volunteers needed
Andy & Carol
Stolarzyk

Karen Shilts

Richard & Karen Shilts
Jeff & Karen Robbe

Team 7: Charlie & Bonnie Eastman, Bill
Gingher, Harley Schmidt, Virgil Simley, Don
& Penny Tjugum

July 22
10:00 am

Jamie & Denise
Feivor

Gail Schneider

Tom & Barb Martin
Mary Marshall
Karen Dilley

D Team: Jim Olson & Janet Woider, Dwight
Paulson, Doris & Richard Shropshire

July 28

Elaine McNeil

Kate Mennenga

Kate Mennenga
Elaine McNeil
Sue Meng
1 Volunteer needed

Lloyd Mennenga
Jason Mennenga
Jim McNeil
Linda Meyer

Virgil & Gloria
Simley

Griffin Jones

Andy & Carol Stolarzyk
Naoma Michaelis
Sharon Ryan

Team 8: Mike & Kristie Palovcsik, Kim
Dietzman, John & Carol Otterson

John & Barbara
Gordon

Deb Thies

Debbie Diewald
Deb Thies
Julie Neppl
Gloria Laundrie

E Team: Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie &
Ed Maas, Diane Sersland, Anne BenishekClark

July 22
8:15 am

5:00 pm

July 29
8:15 am

July 29
10:00 am

*If you can Volunteer for any of these services, please call the office at 222-3833
or email Holly at ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

We Celebrate the Baptism of

Welcome to New Messiah Members
Rev. Ron & Janet Markwart

Ethan William Kleckner
Son of Kurt & Jennifer

Shirley Parker

Child of God

We’re Glad You’re Here
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Come Away to a “Quiet Place”
31

Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place
and rest awhile.” Mark 6:31 (NLT)

Life can get stressful due to work, children’s activities, illness, caregiving or whatever the
situation. We know that God hears us when we pray, but in times when life is frantic we
sometimes forget that God is just a prayer away. There are also times when you just need to
spend some time in a quiet place to collect your thoughts, ponder life or you might need
some divine direction on an important decision. Jesus
different times in His busy schedule that worked for
To pray means to found
prayer. And so can we. It’s not so much the time and place,
think and live in but that there is a time and place you can find for prayer.
Prayer is different for everyone. Prayer is comforting: a
place where God wraps His arms around you, like a warm
blanket and you feel safe; Prayer is humbling: we come
before God confessing bad choices, unkind words and
times we have not loved; Prayer is bold: God tells us “you
do not have because you have not asked” and Prayer is grace: we don’t deserve it, we can’t
earn it, it’s a free gift.

the presence
of God

Whatever is going on in your heart, Messiah has a space for you to go to be alone with God,
a quiet place for conversation with Him. A prayer room has been added in the area that was
formally used for the youth on the second floor, near the Community Room. That space has
been unused for some time and it has been transformed into a prayer room. Unfortunately,
it is not handicapped accessible due to the steps. It will be
available Monday-Friday mornings from 8-noon and afternoons
when Holly is in the office or if you have a fob to the building.
Feel free to stop in and take advantage of this great space.
There will be prayer resources available as well and more will be
added as time goes on.
Following the National Day of Prayer, a comment was made
that “we should do this more than just once a year.” Wouldn’t it
be wonderful to have people commit to come in once a week or
once a month to spend a half hour in the prayer room praying
for our world, our congregation, personal needs and those in
our community? If you would like to regularly commit to some
prayer time, please sign up on the kiosk.
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Youth and Family ministry
2018 Mission Trip July 21-July 28
Youth and chaperones will be leaving for the mission trip on July
21st, traveling to the Osage Nation in Oklahoma sponsored by
YouthWorks. Please pray for our mission workers during their trip
and thank you so much for your support of the various
fundraising activities. We look forward to hearing about their
experience at a future worship service.

Mark Your Calendar
3rd grade Bible Blessing Saturday, September 8
Trunk or Treat Wednesday, October 24
Christmas Program, Sunday, December 16
Sunday School Ends, Sunday, April 28
First Communion Weekend, May 4 & 5

Elizabeth Crummy
Coordinator of Children’s
and Family Ministry

3 years old - 4th Grade

Email: familyministry
@messiahchurch.com

One Last Summer Preschool
Camp►
►
The camp is set for July 23-26, from
9:00 @? to 12:00 E? for children ages
3-6, at Messiah Preschool. The theme
is “Kids in the Kitchen”. The cost is $120. The camp includes: daily,
nutritious snacks, art projects and other fun activities based on the
camp theme. Camp teachers include Tracy Tiedeman and Bobbie
Rogers, Director.

Visit messiahchurch.com/preschool for registration forms or
email: preschool@messiahchurch.com for more information.

Begins Sunday,
September 9
at 9:30 '(
Registration forms
are on the website
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Ongoing Collections- Social Outreach Ministry
The Road Home of Dane County►

Socks for Saints►

It’s hard to imagine that in
a few months we will be
experiencing colder
weather. Most of us do not
worry about this, but if you are a resident of the
Triangle who has limited resources and have to
decide between buying food or a warm pair of
socks, this could be a real problem. We can help
by giving them a gift of warm winter socks.
Women prefer the prettier socks. Men prefer
heavier, warm socks of darker colors. Last year we
Jail Ministry►
Thank you for your generous donations in the gathered 300 pair of socks, let’s see if we can
past months. Right now their greatest need is: surpass that number this year!
Please place in the bin marked Socks for Social
Blank note cards
Ministry. For more information, call Naoma
Postage stamps
Diapers/pull ups
Baby wipes
Cleaning supplies
Paper towels
Toilet paper
Feminine hygiene products
Hair-care products designed for AfricanAmerican hair
Gi" cards for gas and grocery

Michaelis, 608-298-7788

Kennedy School Connection
The needs at Kennedy School include►
Washable markers
Expo® Vis-a-vis® Wet-Erase Overhead Markers
(different colors)
Sharpie markers (thick and thin, different colors)
Electric pencil sharpeners
Dry erase markers
Post-it notes (various sizes)
Sheet protectors (medium to heavy)
Ticonderoga pencils
Kennedy School is so thankful for all the
support of Messiah Members during the year!

Erasers and Highlighters (different colors)

Please place all donations in the designated bins in the Collection Area by the
Community Room. Thank you for your generosity!!
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Fall Color Trip Heads to
Northwest Illinois►

SAM Ladies’s Lunch Bunch Date►
►
The next luncheon will be Wednesday, July 11,
11:30 ): at the Norske Nook, 100 E. Holum
Street, DeForest. If you want to check the
menu, their website is: www..norskenook.com
For more information contact Janet Alfonso at
alfonso_janet @yahoo.com or call the church
office at 2223833.
Sign up on
the kiosk by
Sunday,
July 8th.

Messiah Takes the Field With the
Madison Mallards►
►
That’s right! Your choir AND your pastor will be
on the mound on Thursday, July 26th at 7:05 E?.
The Madison Mallards will again welcome the
Messiah Choir as they return to sing the national
anthem. Right after, Pastor Jeff takes the mound
for the honorary “first pitch”. Not sure how many
innings he will pitch but we are hoping he will
be able to come down to our section and mingle
with his fans! The cost is $31.00 and includes
game ticket, stadium/picnic table seating down
the left field line (right inside the main
entrance!), all the food you can eat DURING the
game, water, soda, beer (three tabs). Although
the event is sponsored by SAM, it is open to
all Messiah members and their friends. Order
forms are available at the kiosk in the gathering
area. Deadline for tickets is Sunday, July 8th.

If you are into American history,
shopping, shopping, shopping,
good food, and wine….then this SAM trip is for
you and your friends. We will head out at 8:00
@? on Wednesday, October 17th for Galena,
Illinois!! Within two hours we will be at our first
stop—Grant’s Home. Upon conclusion of the
tour, our driver will take us to the DeSoto House
where we will have lunch. After lunch you will
have time to shop. If you are not a shopper, we
will have a self-guided walking tour available, or
you can hang out in the ballroom where we had
lunch and relax or try a local brew. Our final stop
will be Galena Cellars where you will be able to
do some tastings. From the winery we will head
back to the church with a tentative arrival of 5:30
E?. Watch your SAM email for the tour
registration form. Forms will also be posted at
the kiosk in the Gathering Space.

Complimentary Blood Pressure
Checks►
►
Happen July 14 & 15. The Saturday checks
will take place prior to the 5:00 E? service.
On Sunday the blood pressures will be taken
between services.

Strawberry Picking Cancelled
This Year►
We have traditionally picked berries at the
Lutz Family Farm in Marshall, WI. Their
Facebook posting indicated the fields
suffered a brutal winter followed by a
sopping wet spring. So the “Picking for the
Pantry” field trip to be cancelled for this year.
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Worship Schedule
Saturday
5:00 E? Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sunday
8:15 @? Worship Service
10:00 @? Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 @? for ages
infant to 6 years old

Just Bakery Sale
Sunday, July 15
Starting at 8:00 ): in the
Gathering Space until sold out
Just Bakery also has a retail outlet called
Storefront for Success, located at 1704 Thierer Road,
Madison with the following hours: Mondays and
Wednesdays: 7:00 @? - 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 E.?. - 6:00
p.m., Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Just Bakery is an initiative of Madison-area Urban
Ministry (MUM), an interfaith social justice
organization with a long history of helping exprisoners re-enter society.

Bits & Pieces
 August Column: Articles are due to the office
by Monday, July 16. The August Column mailing
group will meet on Friday, July 27 at 9:00 @?.

 Habitat for Humanity:
August 6 -10th - Sign up on the kiosk.

 Be Healthy in Body, Spirit and MIND
Lutheran Counseling and Family Services of
Wisconsin (LCFS) offers professional mental

health counseling to adults, adolescents, children
and families that are experiencing anxiety,

traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD), life transitions, grief, relationship issues,
substance abuse and much more. LCFS has
offices in Fitchburg, Reedsburg, Portage and Sun
Prairie and provides outpatient services to all,
accepts most insurance coverages. Learn more
at www.lcfswi.org or call us at 800-291-4513.
depression, Post-

