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Column
T H E

Are We Rushing Through Life and
Missing the Beauty and Love
that Surrounds Us?
Just this past week I was flipping through a
file that I name simply “Quotations, Stories,
& Stuff’ – it’s one of those files that
contains a little bit of everything. As I
moved through the pages, there fell to the
floor a newspaper clipping from an Alex
Thein Column in the Milwaukee Journal,
dated September 16, 1987. Wow! I thought
to myself. Now this is an old clipping from
when there were two Milwaukee papers, the Journal and the Sentinel.
And folks accuse me of throwing ‘stuff’ away! I must have been struck
by this particular column as I was rushing from one thing to the next
during my second year in ministry. I suppose I cut it out and stuck it in
the file though honestly, I really have no recollection of doing it. Still,
as I re-read the clipping it seemed destined for me here 31 years later.
Apparently there was a little boy named Matthew Krantz who went to
St. Joseph Day Care Center in Milwaukee. His teacher, Mrs. Samuelson,
was instructing the children about birthdays and age. She told them
that the day they were born is their birthday and that every year on
that day they would have a birthday and add one more year to their
age.
After Mrs. Samuelson finished her explanation, she asked each one in
the class when was their birthday and how old were they. When she

• Bits & Pieces
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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came to Matthew, he said he was four years old.
And when will you be five? She asked.
When I’m done with four, he said in a firm voice.
I wrote a note to myself on this cute little clipping – Jeff,
remember not to rush through life! I’m afraid that I
haven’t paid attention much to the note I wrote to
myself, and certainly not in the last few weeks. I find I
rush too much - from this activity to that, this person to
another, this place to yet another place. And more than
this I am trying to rush people through life as well. I
catch myself wanting my children to be through
adolescents and on to adulthood. I want people to rush
through their grief, surgical recoveries, problems and
pain, and get to the resurrection. I want the country we
live in to be somewhere in the future where it’s less
divided and more whole. You get the picture? I haven’t
heeded the wisdom of little Matthew. Too often I find
myself rushing to five and I’m still not done being four!
Jesus seemed to understand that this was a problem
for most people. In Matthew Chapter 6 He spoke of the
lilies of the field and the birds of the air, the care that
God has for every creature and about letting go of our
anxiety. Seek first the Kingdom of God and the way of
righteousness and the rest will be given to you. In
essence Jesus was reminding people to stop rushing
around so much, to quit worrying about tomorrow, and
to live today fully and completely.
What a wonderful message for the month of May! May
in Wisconsin is always miraculous with life abundant
around every corner. Perhaps this is a chance for us to
slow down and drink in deeply the world that is around
us. Perhaps this month we can make an effort to pay
attention to the moment. Let’s not rush off to the next
conversation until we’re finished with the one we’re in;
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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let’s not rush off to the next flower until we’re finished smelling the one in front of us;
let’s not worry about the morning until we’re finished appreciating the sunset before
our eyes. Live deeply this month – breathe deeply this month – love deeply this month.
Don’t rush!
Past

Jef V n

H

Matthew 6: 26-27

Business Manager’s Report

Racial Justice Team

Tim Coulthart
Business Manager and Treasurer
Email: timc@messiahchurch.com

We are 15 weeks into the calendar year
and Pledge Revenue received is $159,000
compared to the budget of $130,000, so
we are $29,000 ahead of the budget. The
combined balance in the Capital Projects
and Debt Reduction Fund is $157,300.
Thank you to all who designated their
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Messiah. During
the 2017 designation period total Choice
Dollars received from members were
$3,945!

On Sunday, May 6th from 3:00-5:30 pm
Messiah is hosting the MOSES general
monthly meeting. The Racial Justice Team
would like to invite all Messiah members to
the meeting to be held in the Community
Room.
The Racial Justice Team will be hosting this
event instead of holding a monthly meeting.
Mark it on your calendar and tell a friend!

Did you know? Approximately 3,000 people
were put in prison in 2015 for what the Department of
Corrections calls “ revocation without a new
offense”, meaning there was not a new criminal
conviction. They will serve an average of 1.5 years in
prison without being convicted of a new crime which
costs Wisconsin $147.5 million per year.
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Messiah Preschool News
Preschool Summer Camps are back Fall Enrollment

for ages 3-6. Register for one week, or all 3. Each
The Pre-School is a community outreach
week is $120. The camps include:

program of Messiah. We feel that every child
is a gift from God and that a quality Pre-K
experience provides a firm foundation for a
successful academic life firmly rooted in
Christian values.

June 11-14: Watch it Grow
June 25-28: Wacky and
Wonderful Art & Science
July 23-26: Kids in the Kitchen

Camps will be held MondayThursday from 9:00 @? to 12:00 E? at Messiah
Preschool and include daily, nutritious snack, art
projects and other fun activities based on the
camp theme. Camp teachers include Tracy
Tiedeman and Bobbie Rogers, Director.
Visit messiahchurch.com/preschool for
registration forms or email:
preschool@messiahchurch.com for more
information.

The program is for children who are 3 or 4 by
September 1st. The program operates
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:30
@? to 11:30 @?. There is a non-refundable
$75 enrollment fee and monthly tuition is
$250. Enrollment forms can be found at
www.messiahchurch.com.
Maximum number of children is 18. Once the
program is full, a waiting list will be
established.

Mark Your Calendar
Divine Yoga ►
Continues through Tuesday, May 22, 5:30-6:45 56. Led
by Leanne Widen. Please bring a yoga mat. For
questions contact leelee53527@gmail.com.

Meets May 21 @ 6:30

Bible Study ►
“Trusting God For A Lifetime” continues through May

The Last Second Saturday
Soda & Sangria for
the Summer
Please stay following
the service for Soda,
Sangria & Treats!

May 12th

30th. This study meets at 6:30 E? led by Rich Valenta in
the conference room.

Complimentary Blood Pressure Checks►
Happen May 12 and 13. The Saturday checks will
take place prior to the 5:00 E? service. Sunday
blood pressure checks will be done between
services.

The Column
M@Q 2018 | page 5

On-Line Directory Photo Opportunity!!
The office is continuing to update the on-line directory with a goal of getting 50% of our
families included in the next months.
We will be offering another photo opportunity for members to get their free picture taken
for the On-Line Directory on:
Saturday, May 26th from 4-7:00 := /0
Sunday, May 27th from 9:30 ,= to12:30 :=
If you will not be available when photo sessions are scheduled feel free
to submit a photo. Bring a picture to the office and we can scan it or
email your picture to ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.
If you have any questions, please contact the office at 222-3833 or
Kathy Digman at: digman11@gmail.com.

Bey

d ur Wa s!

Messiah reaches more people than those
worshipping at 5202 Cottage Grove Road each
week. Our Technical Guru, Steve Cheramy,
recently shared these streaming statistics:
May is our month to support the St.
Stephen’s Food Pantry in Monona. Jim
Alsmo and Dee Scwoegler co-chair this
food donation. The need is great, and
Messiah has been very generous in
supporting this local food effort. All
contributions will be matched by the
Gundlach Family Fund. MOFD envelopes
will be in the pew card racks, beginning
May 5th. Please make checks payable to
Messiah. If you contribute by cash, please
include your name on the envelope.
Thanks in advance for your continued
support!

April 14

April 15

Louisiana 1
Belgium Aalst &
Massachusetts 1
Arizona 2
Antwerpen 8
Michigan 2
Minnesota 1
Ireland 1
Minnesota 4
Missouri 1
Arizona 5
New York 1
Oklahoma 1
Florida 7
Oregon 1
Wisconsin 51
Iowa 1
Wisconsin 232
Illinois 9

As you can see our faith community spans the
globe! How exciting to share the love of
Christ with people we don't even know.

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please contact the office as soon as possible. If you find your own sub let the
church office know of the change so the bulletin will reflect the correct name. Please email ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
if your phone number or email changes. Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first with any changes.

Greeter

Reader

Communion

Ushers

Confirmation

Class

Confirmation Class

Wendy Bailey
Sherri Neill
Michaele Jabs
Marlys Pearson

Corey Randl

8:15am

Don & Gloria
Hehenberger

Diane Iverson
Jerry & Lynn Brandt
Dawn Olson

Team 4: Tim Martinson, Emma
Godfrey, Barb Moseley, Marilyn Foss,
Jeff & Karen Robbe

May 6

Doreen Hinrichs Karen Dilley

Karen Dilley
Tom & Barb Martin
*1 Volunteer Needed

Team C: Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy
Zielke & Leon Wilson, Romni Pullen

Char & Phil
Lawler

Kate Mennenga
Leanne Widen
Elaine McNeil
Phil Lawler

Lloyd Mennenga
Jason Mennenga

May 5
5:00pm

May 6

10:30 am

May 12
5:00 pm

Phil Plourd

*2 Volunteers Needed

Jim & Nancy
Herritz

Jeff Robbe

Jeff & Karen Robbe
Shannon Meyer
Wendy Bailey

Team 5: Jim Alsmo, Tim Coulthart,
Ken Gerstner, Leo Sebald, Beverly &
Myron Rotar

Ed & Bonnie
Maas

Susan Ashley

10:30 am

Ray Robinson
Norene Shultis
Deb Thies
Patty Huseth

Team D: Jim Olson & Janet Woider,
Dwight Paulson, Doris & Richard
Shropshire

May 19

Karen Polinske

Elaine Stampfli

Elaine Stampfli
Herman Stampfli
Melissa Remiker
Mary Jane Hill

Linda Meyer
Rob Remiker
Gene Qualmann
Phil Lawler

Steve &
Sarabeth
LeMoine

Judy Harris

Nama Michaelis
Judy Harris
Linda Olson
Karen Wenger

Team 6: Don & Gloria Hehenberger,
Andy & Carol Stolarzyk

Walt & Barb
Herrod

Lee Nelson

Lee Nelson
Gloria Laundrie

Team E: Ray & Kathy Robinson,
Bonnie & Ed Maas, Diane Sersland,
Anne Benishek-Clark

May 13
8:15 am

May 13

5:00 pm

May 20
8:15 am

May 20
10:30 am

*2 Volunteers Needed

Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter
Meng Family

May 26

Reader
Kathy Bultman

5:00 pm

Lamont & Corrine Peggy Finnegan
Liefke

May 27
8:15 am

May 27
10:00 am

Deb Diewald

Kathy Digman

Communion
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Ushers

Kathy Bultman
Elaine McNeil
Sue Meng
*1 Volunteer Needed

Jim McNeil
Linda Meyer

Peggy Finnegan
Judy Misfeldt
Sharon Ryan
*1 Volunteer Needed

Team 7: Charlie & Bonnie Eastman,
Bill Gingher, Harley Schmidt, Virgil
Simley, Don & Penny Tjugum

Jim Olson
Janet Woider
Deb Diewald
Barb Martin

Team A: Dale & Catherine Puisto,
Glori Laundrie, Kathie & Phil Kingston

*2 Volunteers Needed

*If you can Volunteer for any of these services, please call the office at 222-3833
or email Holly at ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Confirmation on May 5
Please join us during the Worship
Service
Saturday, May 5 at 5:00 56
as we mark this important milestone
for 13 of the ninth grade youth in our
community.
Reception following the service.

Welcome to New Messiah Members
Carlene Shifflet
Gail Schneider
Alice Brott
Jeff & Paula Stadtmueller

We Celebrate The Baptism of
Charles Jeffrey Hendricks

Congregational Meeting
A meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, June 10 at 9:20 ,= with
the following business to be
conducted:
Council Elections
Canopy discussion/approval
Social Hall audio visual
upgrade

Please Plan to Attend
Worship service time changes
to 10:00 ,= on May 27
During the summer months, our 10:30 am
worship service time moves
to 10:00 am. We will return
to 10:30 >6 on Sunday,
September 9.
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May Mowing Teams
TEAM 4
Tim Martinson*
Bob Drake
Lloyd Mennenga

May 5
576-1887
221-2024
241-5678

TEAM 5
Paul Hoel*
Kay Hoel
Don Chisman

May 12
221-8997
221-8997
221-3497

TEAM 6
Clyde Nyhus*
Andy Nyhus
Deb Diewald

May 19

TEAM 7
Don Deutscher*
Jeff Robbe
Jeff Trentadue

May 26
221-3388

Children’s ministry
First Communion Celebrations
For First Communion students it was a time of
preparation for the celebrations on April 28 and
29.

516-4926, / 241-5855

241-5855
444-0320

709-5622/244-1460
839-4128 / 212-8684

Just Bakery
Products Sunday, May 20
Starting at 8:00 ,= in the
Gathering Space until sold out

A special thank you to Mary Reines, Susan
Allen, Julie Neppl and Michelle Pearson who
helped with the bread baking and banner
making. We could not have accomplished these
things without your help!

Tentative “Save the Date”
The Sunday School calendar for next year has
not been completed yet, but most likely classes
will begin on September 9th.

God’s Global Barnyard

Thank you for your generosity in
contributing to God's Global Barnyard. We
This is an initiative of Madison-area Urban ordered 4 piglets, 12 flocks of chicks, 2 goats
Ministry (MUM), an interfaith social justice
and 6 honeybee hives. The
organization with a long history of helping
donations support needy
families in 83 countries
ex-prisoners re-enter society.
around the world.
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Youth and Family ministry
We will be recognizing our Graduates on Sunday, June 3 at 10:00 ,= Service

Plan Now to be a Part of the 2018 Mission Trip!
A Faith Filled Experience! July 21-July 28
All youth in grades 8-12 are encouraged to join us for the summer 2018 mission trip to
serve the community of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma through the
YouthWorks. Space is limited. For more information check the
Messiah website, Faith Life tab.
Contact Teresa for more information and let her know you will be
participating. at youth@messiahchurch.org

Save the Date For The

Information That Could
Save a Life!
In the April Column we thanked Janet Alfonso
for the donation of AED units for the various
locations within the church.

This month we want to remind you where
those AED units are located. On the main
level we have a unit in the Hospitality Kitchen
The run was created in memory of Michael
off the Gathering Space and in the
Neill, a member of Messiah and a High School
Community Room by the audio cabinet. In
Cross Country runner who was killed in an
the lower level there is a unit in the Social
automobile accident two days be for the start
Hall kitchen.
of the 2017-2018 school-year. Michael loved
being part of such a great sport but also really It’s important that anyone hosting an event in
enjoyed helping younger kids. The purpose of the building know where these
this race is to raise money for units are located so if there is
the Sennett and Whitehorse
an emergency, there can be a
Middle School Running
quick response. It would be
Clubs. For more information
good for all members to
check the website:
physically check where these
units are located.
www.nofearallfun.org
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Habitat for Humanity Project
Mark your calendars for August 6 -10th
to help with our Habitat for Humanity
project near Reedsburg, Wisconsin. You
can work one day, two days, or all five if
you wish. No skill required, we will find
a task for everyone, female or male.

Thank you to everyone who has
donated to the Jail Ministry. Every
donation is blessing to the person who
benefits from your generosity. Below is
an updated “Wish List” of needs:

Colored pencils (without erasers)
If you have any interest in attending this Composition notebooks (no metal spirals)
year's trip or just want to find out what it Pocket folders (without metal)
Postage stamps
is all about, please contact Jim
Reading glasses
Stolzenburg at 608-224-2664 or see the I Love You/Thinking of You/ Kid friendly
signup sheet on the kiosk.
greeting cards
Multicultural cards
Paperback books in Spanish
Beautiful fabrics, baskets etc. to compose
“pop up” altars (no metal)
Small packs of Kleenex
High quality paperback novels
Paperback study Bibles
Paperback Biblical resource books
Paperback large print Bibles
Juvenile paperback books

Every hand can make a
difference
in a family’s life!

CareNet Collection ► The collection runs
Mother’s Day, May 13 through Father’s Day,
June 17. Pick up a baby bottle and fill it with
loose change or paper money to benefit the
CareNet Pregnancy Center of Dane County.
Return your filled bottle to the office by
June 17th.
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SAM’s Summer Season Kicks into
High Gear!

It’s No Joke—Messiah will be
a Zoo on May 30th

Watch the kiosk and make sure you check email
on a regular basis for details. The month starts off
with strawberry picking for our neighbors in
need. Our first stop will be the School Grounds
Café in Cottage Grove for a little fellowship
before we hit the fields.
Watch for an evening concert at Olbrich in June
where you can buy a brat or a hotdog to enjoy
before the concert.
Friday, August 17, is the 50th Anniversary Show of
the Kids from Wisconsin. The show takes place at
Monona Grove High School and will start at 7:00
E?. Details will be forthcoming

We will share lunch and fellowship together at
noon. Then everyone will pitch in together to
clean up Social Hall in record time. Why? Some
of the animals from the Henry Vilas Zoo are
coming for a visit! Since they all have special
food diets, it is imperative that we put all food
away and clean the tables so no trace of food is
present when the animals arrive.
The presentation is slated for 1:00 E? so that
means we need to finish the meal, including
dessert, by 12:40 so we have 15 minutes for
everyone to make a record setting clean-up of
the Social Hall.
Bring a dish to pass, your tableware and a friend!

Summer is a busy time for SAM! Make sure
you are part of it! If you would like to be added to
the SAM quarterly newsletter, please send an email
to adultministry@messiahchurch.com

SAM is also trying to schedule a SAM Can! service
project at the Second Harvest Foodbank of
Southern Wisconsin sometime this summer.
Hopefully this can become a quarterly event.

SAM Women’s Lunch Bunch Heads
to Sun Prairie►
The next luncheon will be Wednesday, May 9th at
the Market Street Diner, 110 Market Street in
Sun Prairie. If you want to check the menu, their
website is: www.marketstreetdiner.com. For more
information contact Janet Alfonso at alfonso_janet
@yahoo.com or call the church office at 222-3833.

Sign up on the kiosk by Sunday, May 6

Save the Date! Messiah and the Mallards
Thursday, July 26 is a special date to put on your
calendar. The Messiah Choir sings the National
Anthem. Pastor Jeff will also be on
the mound throwing out the first
pitch! This is something you won’t
want to miss!!
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 E? Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 @? Worship Service
9:30 @? Sunday School
10:30 @? Worship Service
Time Changes to 10:00 23
on May 27
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 @? for ages
infant to 6 years old

Bits & Pieces


Emergency Response Training on
May 8 from 7:00-7:50 pm in the
Sanctuary. All members are invited.
Sign up on the kiosk.

 Day of Pentecost - May 20

NATIONAL D AY OF PRAYER THURSDAY,
MAY 3RD

On the fiftieth day of Easter we
celebrate the Spirit, through whom
and in whom the people of God are
created. Wear your Red!

Our goal at Messiah is to have at least
 June Column: Articles are due to the
one person here in prayer during the
office by Tuesday, May 15th. The June
vigil from 6:00 @? - 10:00 E?. Even if
Column mailing group will meet on
you didn’t sign up, please come and
Friday, June 29th at 9:00 @?.
pray for whatever is on your heart and
for our world.

