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The challenge of Lent is to Enter More
Deeply into the World Around Us
Nearly 35 years ago I had a spiritual director at the
American College in Belgium by the name of Father
George Hill. George was a Massachusetts “kid” who
grew up on the East Coast and spent his final years
at Manhattan College as Chaplain of Students.
Sadly, he died much too young a few years ago at
the age of 67.
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In my last year of seminary Fr. George gave me a
book to read, The Desert in the City by Carlos Corretto. I still have it on
my shelf. Mr. Corretto’s contention is that we all need to go to the desert
to pray. Jesus went to the desert often and as disciples of Jesus we too
must at times retreat to the desert to find God. Coretto believes we do
not need to go to the literal desert, but to the desert that is all around us
every day. He believes that the desert can be found even in the confusion
and noise of the world around us. He contends, If peace and quiet were a
pre-requisite of prayer, the poor would never be able to pray. I agree with
Mr. Coretto. I have travelled to Third World countries and often their
sense of faith, the vibrancy of their worship, the joy they exemplify puts
our First World to shame. They have deep vibrant communities of prayer
and yet their world is hardly silent! There must then be a way of praying,
a place of spirituality in the everyday, fast paced world we live in.
Corretto maintains that we have to be able to pray in the life that we are
given now, where ever that life is. He says if God is truly God, then we
have the chance to experience God 24 hours out of 24 hours – for God is
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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all around us. Coretto goes on to say: It is not by fleeing
that you will find God more easily, but it is by changing
your heart that you will see things differently. The desert in
the city is only possible on these terms: that you see things
with a new eye, touch them with a new spirit, love them
with a new heart.
Just a few days before Christmas only a few months ago, I
found myself at the Walmart on the Eastside of Madison
waiting for my daughter and some of her friends to finish
their Christmas shopping. I stood near the layaway area
and closed my eyes. I concentrated and listened to the
sounds around me. I heard the beeping of scanners, cash
register drawers opening and closing, the squeaking of
wheels on shopping carts, the cries of infants, scolding
parents, background sound of music playing through
store stereo speakers, jingling of keys, crunching of plastic
bags, the conversation of dozens of people - a wonderful
cacophony of sound! I began to wonder if this isn’t the
desert in the city that Carlos Corretto was referring to. Is
this not the change of heart that he was calling for?
Maybe I just need to see the world with new eyes and to
hear the call of God with new ears. Can we not find God
wherever we are if we still our hearts and look - and
listen?
At this time in the church year we have moved from
preparations for Christmas to preparations for Easter – oh
how the year flies by! The Season of Lent is that time to
retreat once again to the desert in the city. It seems to me
that Lent is that moment when we are called to enter
more deeply into the world around us and not flee from
it. The desert, where God is found is all around us
especially in the difficult moments - the crosses of our
lives. Perhaps you will find yourself frustrated by the
craziness of family life, with too much to do and so little
time for yourself. Pause amidst the craziness, close your
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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eyes and listen. Remind yourself that right here in the cross of life is God. This is our hope
and our faith. Perhaps you will be in a doctor’s office for yet one more appointment, one
more treatment, one more blood draw or chemo treatment or session of physical therapy.
Pause amidst the seemingly endless wait of medical treatment, close your eyes and listen.
Remind yourself that right here in the cross of life is God. This is our hope and our faith.
Perhaps you will find yourself frustrated at work, or overwhelmed by stress, or like me
waiting at the checkout in Walmart. Pause amidst the craziness, close your eyes and listen.
Remind yourself that right here in the cross of life is God. This is our hope and our faith.
The challenge of Lent is to enter more deeply into the world around us, and the crosses
that are a part of each of our lives. We are challenged to listen and look for God. We are
called to live the desert in the city. God is here. God is always here. God will always be –
here.
Past

Jef V n

H

Close Your Eyes and Listen, be Aware of the World Around You

Finding stillness and quiet in a world conditioned for noise, busyness and words
is not easy.
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Women’s Ministry Information
Women of Messiah

off for Easter break).

How’s your Prayer Life?
Does it Need a Boost?
Join in a six week video Bible study led by Anne
Graham Lotz (daughter of Billy Graham) based on
Daniel 9 called “The Daniel Prayer”. Unlike the
everyday “lay me down to sleep” kind of prayer,
this was a prayer birthed under heartache, grief
and desperation.

The cost of the Study Guide is $9
with checks payable to Messiah
and due at the first session. If
you want to purchase the book
you can order it from Amazon
or any Christian book store. The
Tuesday class will meet in the
conference room and the
Thursday class in the Community Room.

The study includes weekly Bible study readings,
video teaching notes, group discussion, and time
for individual writing. The study will be offered at
two different times, Tuesdays at 6:30 pm or
Thursday at 9:00 am. The study will meet
from March 20 thru April 26th, (with April 3 & 6

Divine Yoga Returns in April
Divine Yoga Spring Series
Tuesday's 5:30-6:4569
Community Room
April 3-May 22, 2018
Donation recipient will
be Reach-A-Child

"The chakra system is a seven-leveled
philosophical model of the universe... A
chakra is a center of organization that
receives, assimilates and expresses life force
energy." Anodea Judith
This Divine Yoga Chakra Series will combine
mediation and movement to tap into the
energy wheels that stack from the root
(Muladahara) along the meridian of the
spine through the crown of the head
(Sahasrara)...

Sign up on the kiosk with your preferred day
of the week to attend - for questions contact
Holly at 222-3833 or email:
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.

Divine Yoga, as taught by Leanne Widen is
an exploration of the mind, body and
spiritual relationship between your inner
truth and personal divinity or connection to
the universe. All levels are welcome.
Although the series will progress through
the main 7 chakras, any amount of
attendance will be beneficial.
This is a free yoga practice. However, good
will donations will be forwarded to local
charities. The donations are generously
matched through the Gundlach Family Fund
at Messiah. Please bring an open and willing
mind, heart and a yoga mat. A block, strap,
blanket are helpful as well. The mobility to
move from the floor to standing positions,
helpful but all levels welcome.
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Second Saturday
Worship Service
Please stay following
the service for Soda,
Sangria & Treats!

SAM Men’s Breakfast is held ever y Wednesday at
8:30 am at Elie’s Restaurant at the corner of Buckeye
and Monona Drive. It\s a time for fellowship and to
discuss a variety of topics. For information, contact
Bob Hartwig at (608) 222-7350 or email
rfhartwig@hotmail.com

March 10
Remember to turn
your clocks ahead
so you don’t miss
worship on
Sunday,
March 11th

Business manager’s report
We are seven weeks into the year and the Pledge Revenue received to date is
$79,100 compared to the budget for $60,600, so we are $18,500 ahead of the
budget, a great start to 2018.
After using a portion of the Capital Projects fund to eliminate the mortgage, the
new balance in the fund is $140,000. In addition, we have $6,600 in the Debt
Reduction Fund, which will be used to reduce the amount borrowed for any major
building modifications.
The current building modification, in the planning stage, is a
canopy entrance to the church. This canopy would cover
from the top of the stairs to the building. The earliest this
would be brought to the congregation for approval would
most likely be the June Congregational meeting.
Thank you Messiah Members for working together
to make our church Debt Free!
What a Great Blessing!

Tim Coulthart
Business Manager
and Treasurer
Home phone: 608-222-0503
Email: timc@messiahchurch.com

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please call someone within your group to substitute, and let the church office
know of the change so the bulletin will reflect the correct name. Please email ourchurch@messiahchurch.com if your
phone number or email changes. Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first with any changes.
Greeter

Reader

Communion

Ushers

Melissa Remiker

Kate Mennenga Kate Mennenga
Elaine McNeil
2 Volunteers Needed

Lloyd Mennenga
Jason Mennenga

Doris Zache

Glenn Schmitz

Shannon Meyer
Naoma Michaelis
Diane Iverson
Karen Wenger

Team 3: Tim Ryan, Chip Plummer,
Keith Schlesinger, Lynn & Jerry Brandt

Hal & Ellynn
Erickson

Vince Borleski

10:30 am

Tracy Frank,
Karen Dilley
Teri Terry
Kathy Digman

D Team: Jim Olson & Janet Woider,
Dwight Paulson, Doris & Richard
Shropshire

March 10

Joan Roscoe

Leanne Widen

Leanne Widen
Sue Meng
2 Volunteers Needed

Steve & Diane Nelson

Jim Alsmo

Cory Randl

Lynn Brandt
Dawn Olson
Linda Olson
Norene Shultis

Team 4:
4 Tim Martinson, Emma
Godfrey, Barb Moseley, Marilyn Foss,
Jeff & Karen Robbe

Lee Nelson

10:30 am

John & Barb
Gordon

Dan & Jessica Polcyn
Lee Nelson
Ray Robinson

E Team: Ray & Kathy Robinson,
Bonnie & Ed Maas, Diane Sersland,
Anne Benishek-Clark

March 17

Kathy Bultman

Sue Meng

Sue Meng
Kathy Bultman
Elaine McNeil
1 Volunteer Needed

Jim McNeil
Linda Meyer

Fred Anderson

Jeff Robbe

Jeff & Karen Robbe
Glenn Schmitz
Sharon Ryan

Team 5: Jim Alsmo, Tim Coulthart,
Ken Gerstner, Leo Sebald, Beverly &
Myron Rotar

Jim Olson
Teri Terry
Tracy Frank
Carla Fears

A Team:
Team Dale & Catherine Puisto,
Glori Laundrie, Kathie & Phil Kingston

March 3
5:00pm

March 4
8:15am

March 4

5:00 pm

March 11
8:15 am

March 11

5:00 pm

March 18
8:15 am

March 18
10:30 am

Alyssa & Matt Bell Paula Kedzie

Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter
March 24
5:00 pm

Elaine & Herman
Stampfli

Reader
Elaine Stampfli

Communion
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Ushers

Elaine & Herman
Linda Meyer
Stampfli
Sam Wuethrich
2 Volunteers Needed

David Anthony
Judy Harris
Pam McGranahan

Clyde & Holly Tunak
Gary & Kathy Lukens

Team 6: Don & Gloria Hehenberger,
Andy & Carol Stolarzyk

March 25
10:30 am

Diane Sersland

Carla Fears

Carla Fears
Deb Thies
Patty Huseth
Debbie Diewald

B Team: Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod,
Lee Nelson, Matt Tully

March 31

Steve & Diane
Nelson

Kate Mennenga

Kate Mennenga
Jim McNeil
Steve & Diane Nelson Lloyd Mennenga
1 Volunteer Needed

Carl & Susan
Burhop

Tara Von Dollen

Kathy & Gary Lukens
Kristie & Mike
Palovcsik

Team 7: Charlie & Bonnie Eastman,
Bill Gingher, Harley Schmidt, Virgil
Simley, Don & Penny Tjugum

Jenn & Doug
Dettlaff

Mary Marshall

Tracy Frank
Donna Jensen
Ray Robinson
1 Volunteer Needed

C Team: Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy
Zielke & Leon Wilson, Romni Pullen

March 25
8:15 am

5:00 pm

April 1
8:15 am
Easter

April 1
10:30 am
Easter

Welcome New Member
Carol Anderson

We Celebrate The Baptism of
Marit Elizabeth Schweitz
Wesley James Woodstock

Racial Justice Team
Mark your calendars for the next Racial
Justice Team meetings:
Sunday, March 11th at 9:30 )9
Sunday, April 8th at 9:30 )9
For more information,
follow the Messiah Racial
Justice Team Facebook
page.
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Easter Breakfast on April 1, 2018, 9:00

– 10:00

►

Cost
$5 perbreakfast
person and
4 and
areatfree.
EnjoyisEaster
withkids
family
andunder
friends
Messiah.
Breakfast will be served buffet style in the Messiah Social Hall and will include fluffy
pancakes, tasty sausages and bacon, hash browns, scrambled eggs,
pastries, and fruit salad.
Please RSVP to attend breakfast and to donate supplies for the breakfast on the
sign-up sheets in the Gathering Space.
Donations need to be dropped off at the church
and placed in the lower level kitchen no later
than Thursday, March 29.
Easter breakfast is hosted by the Messiah
youth programs. Proceeds benefit the summer
mission trip.

Children’s ministry
First Communion Families►
Remember that parents will need to attend Sunday School with your children on March 4, 11 and April 8, 15. This is when the children will receive
special First Communion preparation and will prepare their banners and
bake the communion bread. An adult will need to accompany their child
for this event. We need some good bread bakers to help on April 8 and
15th from 9:30-10:20 ,-.
First Communion celebrations are April 28 and 29 at the 5 IC or 10:30 DC
services. You can choose the service that works best for your family.

During Lent we invite Sunday School families to participate in
two projects to help those in need through March 4►
►
The first is raising funds filling small change Global Barnyard banks. The
funds collected will help buy farm animals for families in developing countries through the ELCA’s Good Gifts/ Global Barnyard project.
Second, we are collecting all sizes of gently used children’s clothing for
students at Kennedy. Help build a Mountain of Clothing for Kennedy!

Elizabeth Crummy
Coordinator of Children’s
and Family Ministry

3 years old - 4th Grade

Email: familyministry
@messiahchurch.com
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Youth and Family ministry
LENT Experience►

EASTER BREAKFAST ►

During Lent, the Messiah community comes
together to share in soup suppers and a brief
worship service. As these activities coincide
with YOW, we are introducing a new Lenten
program that combines YOW with the
Messiah’s Lenten worship series and soup
suppers. Students are expected to attend
YOW from 6:30-7:30 IC during Lent.

Saturday, March 31: Easter Breakfast
Prep 9:00 )9-11:00 )9
Youth and parents are needed to help with
cooking and setting up for the Easter
breakfast. Many hands make light work!

All youth are expected to assist with the
Easter breakfast either prepping on
Saturday or serving and cleaning up on
Youth are given a LENT Passport and assigned Sunday.
a table for the soup supper each week. An
Sunday, April 1: Easter Breakfast 8:30 )9adult mentor joins the youth for dinner and
10:30 )9
leads an informal discussion between 6:30Youth and parents are needed to help
7:00 IC. At 7:00 IC YOW students move
upstairs and participate in the Lenten worship prepare, serve, and clean-up after the Easter
service. The adult mentor stamps the youth’s breakfast.
passports on each Wednesday. All youth with
at least three out of the four Wednesdays
Plan Now to be a Part of the 2018
stamped will receive a prize after Easter.
Mission Trip, a Faith Filled
Experience! July 21-July 28►
Youth are expected to attend the soup
All youth in grades 8-12 are encouraged to
suppers even if they choose to not eat
join us for the summer 2018 mission trip to
soup. (We hope they do as the soup is
serve the community
homemade and really
of the Osage Nation
good!)
in Oklahoma through
Teresa Palumbo
the YouthWorks.
This is an
Coordinator of Youth
Space is limited.
and Family Ministry
intergenerational
opportunity for the
5th - 12th Grade
youth and members of Please reserve your
Text to: 608-279-7460
the Messiah community spot by April 1.
Contact
Teresa
for
to get to know one
Email: youth
more information and
Messiah
another better and a
Lent Passport
@messiahchurch.com
to
secure
your
spot.
nice way to observe
Lent.
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Kennedy School Connection

Grant to Assist
After School Program
A number of years ago Messiah Church was part
of a senior housing organization, along with nine
other area churches called Ecumenical Housing,
which built a number of retirement apartment
projects in and around Madison. Eventually the
apartment buildings were sold and the money
was deposited into the Ecumenical Fund For Faith
Communities managed by the Madison
Community Fund to benefit 21 churches.
Recently Messiah applied for a $20,000 grant
from the Fund to support a much needed after
school project with Kennedy Elementary School.
Each of the past owning churches can apply for
grant support every two years.
This grant was submitted to provide
transportation for students from Kennedy to
access free after school programming at East
Madison Community Center (EMCC). EMCC
provides recreation, tutoring and food to children
after school free of charge M-F at its facility. This
is an incredible community center and is willing
to extend its services to Kennedy students as
they do not have a community center in the area
to access. The one barrier to accessing this
community center is transportation to and from.
The grant purpose was to seek funding to bus 10
-12 students from the Vernon Avenue part of
Kennedy’s attendance area; this has the
possibility of growing to 40+ students over the
year. This is a high density area of low income
housing and there is nothing within walking
distance for students to access after school
hours. The grant is meant to be a pilot program
with the hope of presenting it to the City and the

School District for future funding as well as
expansion of student access beyond Vernon
Avenue.
The cost for the one year program is $26,640.
Messiah requested funding of $20,000 for the
grant and it was funded in full. The balance of
the cost will be funded by a Sunday collection
(date to be determined) and a matching grant
from Gundlach Family Fund.
The proposed outcome of the program is:
1. Greater student engagement as evidenced by
school data-student test scores and climate
data.
2. Stronger school, community and family
engagement-without options to offer parents
to support their children this can lead to
higher mobility and a decreased sense of
community.
3. Data from EMCC programming to show City of
Madison and Madison Metropolitan School
District the benefit of transporting students
from Kennedy to EMCC.
Messiah is thankful to the support of the
Ecumenical Fund for Faith Communities and the
Gundlach Family Fund in benefitting the students
at Kennedy with this program.
Family Fun Night & Book Fair - If you would
like to help volunteer for Kennedy’s upcoming
Family Fun & Book Fair on Monday, March 12th
from 5:30-8:00 IC, contact Sandra Allen at
chriswiss37@yahoo.com.
They need help with set-up, cashiering and take
down.
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melt!). We would
need to have an
accurate count to
call in the
reservation so we
March SAM Potluck Luncheon►
were thinking the
easiest way would
Wednesday, March 28, 12:00
be to just have a
One of the recipients of last fall’s apple pie sales sign-up sheet on the kiosk. We will go to
was the Salvation Army. We will hear from Steve restaurants that take individual checks. This will
Heck, Director of Development for the Salvation
be a nice way for us to go to restaurants we have
Army. He will provide an update on Salvation
never had a chance to enjoy and for us to go to
Army activities in the greater Madison area. Bring our favorite restaurants. We are open to
a dish to pass and your tableware to join the fun suggestions to which restaurant will be the
in the Social Hall.
first. For more information, you can reach Janet at
(608) 221-1040 or by email
alfonso_janet@yahoo.com
Future SAM Luncheon Dates►

April 25th and May 30th at noon

Health Ministry Team►
SAM will hold complimentary blood pressure
checks on March 9th and 10th. The Saturday
checks will take place prior to the
5:00 IC service. Sunday blood
pressure checks will be done
between services. For more
information, contact Denise at:
nisie7575@gmail.com.
Thank you to our dedicated group of Nurses
offering this service!

SAM to Offer New Lunch
Opportunity in April►
Janet Alfonso has been working with her friends
to develop a lunch program for women called
“Let’s Do Lunch Bunch.” We are looking at the
second Wednesday of the month starting at
11:30 DC on April 11 (need to let the snow

Lent & Easter Schedule
Wednesdays in Lent
6:00 IC Soup Supper
7:00 IC Worship Service
March 25 Palm Sunday
8:15 DC, 10:30 DC Worship Services
March 29 Maundy Thursday
7:00 IC Worship Service
March 30 Good Friday
1:00 IC, 7:00 IC Worship Services
March 30 Vigil of Easter
5:00 pm Worship Service
April 1 Easter Sunday
8:15 DC, 10:30 DC Worship Services
9:00 DC Easter Breakfast
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 IC Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 DC Worship Service
9:30 DC Sunday School
10:30 DC Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 DC for ages
infant to 6 years old

Messiah On-Line
Directory
The office is continuing to update the
on-line directory with a goal of getting
50% of our families included in the next
months.
If you have recently joined Messiah, have
not been available when photo sessions
have been scheduled or recently had a
picture taken that you would like to
submit, please email it to the office at
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com. We can
also scan a picture to be included as well.
If you have any questions, please contact
the office at 222-3833 or Kathy Digman
at: digman11@gmail.com.

Bits & Pieces
 Mowing Teams: It’s time to start organizing the
summer Mowing Teams. If you are interested in
mowing contact Tim Martinson or Clyde Tunak by
calling the office, 222-3833 or email them
building@messiahchurch.com.

 Lost & Found: Each Sunday we find a number
of toys, commuter coffee mugs, water bottles, one
glove or sometimes pairs, coats, toys etc. The Lost
& Found bin is located in the coat area before you
enter the Community Room to the left. If you
misplaced something at church, please check Lost
& Found. Unclaimed items are given to charity.

 Building Fobs: Recently we reviewed the
number of access fobs for the church. We found
there are many of them that haven’t been used for
a few years. If you have a fob you are no longer
using, we would ask that you please return it to
the office so it can be reassigned. Fobs not used
in the last two years will be turned off for security
purposes.

