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Do We Recognize the Divine
In and Around Us?
In the past couple of weeks, I have shared
thoughts from two of my theological heroes. On
Christmas Eve I shared a story by Jim Wallis, a
Christian writer and political activist. Then on the
Second Sunday after Epiphany I told of my
encounter with Henri Nouwen, the great Dutch
theologian, writer, and teacher. There is a third
spiritual writer that challenges me every time I
read his work, a Franciscan Friar named Richard
Robert. Fr. Rohr lives in the legacy of Saint Francis of Assisi. This is one
of my favorite stories and reflections from his writings.
Where Is God?
Richard Rohr
“When I was on retreat at Thomas Merton’s hermitage at Gethsemani
Abbey in 1985, I had a chance encounter that has stayed with me all
these years. I was walking down a little trail when I recognized a
recluse, what you might call a hermit’s hermit, coming toward me. Not
wanting to intrude on his deep silence, I bowed my head and moved
to the side of the path, intending to walk past him. But as we neared
each other, he said, Richard! That surprised me. He was supposed to
be silent. How did he know who I was? Richard, you get chances to
preach and I don’t. Tell the people one thing. Pointing to the sky, he
said, God is not ‘out there’! Then he said, God bless you, and abruptly
continued down the path.
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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The belief that God is out there is the basic dualism that is
tearing us all apart. Our view of God as separate and
distant has harmed our relationships with sexuality, food,
possessions, money, animals, nature, politics, and our own
incarnate selves. This loss explains why we live such
distraught and divided lives. Jesus came to put it all
together for us and in us. He was saying, in effect - To be
human is good! The material and the physical can be
trusted and enjoyed. This physical world is the hiding place
of God and the revelation place of God!
Far too much of religion has been about defining where
God is and where God isn’t, picking and choosing who
and what has God’s image and who and what doesn’t. In
reality, it’s not up to us. We have no choice in the matter.
All are beloved. Everyone - Catholic and Protestant,
Christian and Muslim, black and white, gay and straight,
able-bodied and disabled, male and female, Republican
and Democrat - all are children of God. We are all
members of the Body of Christ, made in God’s image,
indwelled by the Holy Spirit, whether or not we are aware
of this gift. Can you see the image of Christ in the least of
your brothers and sisters? This is Jesus’ only description of
the final judgment (Matthew 25). But some say - They
smell. They’re a nuisance. They’re on welfare. They are a
drain on our tax money. Can we see Christ in all people,
even the so-called nobodies who can’t or won’t play our
game of success? When we can see the image of God
where we don’t want to see the image of God, then we
see with eyes not our own. Jesus says we have to love and
recognize the divine image even in our enemies. Either we
see the divine image in all created things, or we don’t see
it at all.
Once we see God’s image in one place, the circle keeps
widening. It doesn’t stop with human beings and enemies
and the least of our brothers and sisters. It moves to frogs
and pansies and weeds. Everything becomes enchanting
with true sight. We cannot not live in the presence of
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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God! We are totally surrounded and infused by God. All we can do is allow, trust, and
finally rest in it, which is indeed why we are saved by faith - faith that this could be true.”
I love this reflection by Fr. Richard Rohr. As I wrote, he lives in the legacy of St. Francis of
Assisi. It was after all St. Francis who proclaimed The Canticle of the Creatures. He sang that
the wind was his brother and the moon his sister. Francis believed that the birds and the
fish and every creature of the earth were part of his family. He insisted that every breath he
took was infused with the breath of the Divine One. This is Franciscan spirituality. For the
next 40 days perhaps this should be our spirituality as well.
It seems every Lent I challenge myself to practice the Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting,
and giving to the poor. This year I want to use these disciplines to remind myself of Fr.
Rohr’s reflection. When I pray I will remember that I sit already in the presence of God –
God indwells – in me, in others, in every creature of the earth. Prayer is about recognizing
the Divine in and around me.
When I fast, when my body yearns for food, I will remember that in every morsel of food
and sustenance, God is. Every time I gather to dine with family or friends, there is the
presence of Jesus. In the smell of coffee and the taste of bacon, in every vegetable, in every
bite – within my body, especially in my physical body, God is!
And finally in those moments when I give alms (gifts to the poor) I will remember Matthew
25, the God who comes to us on the margins of the world. I will recall that every gift is a
gift to God, and every person is my brother or sister, and we are one family of God. The
disciplines of Lent should be reminders of Richard Rohr’s reflection, and the example of St.
Francis of Assisi - God is all around us.
Past

Jef V n

We are All Part of
the Family of God

H
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Business manager’s report
We are three weeks into 2018 and the
Pledged Revenue received to date is
$35,300 compared to the budget for the
same time period of $26,000, so we are
$9,300 ahead of the budget.

January 22nd we paid off the $1.6 million
mortgage. We did this in 8 years 4
months, congratulations to all. The
remaining balance in the Capital Projects
fund is $130,600.

We also
discussed two
Tim Coulthart
future capital
projects:
Business Manager
installing glass
and Treasurer
sliding doors at
the back of the
sanctuary and
Home phone: 608-222-0503
constructing a
Email: timc@messiahchurch.com
covered front
entrance. We
approved $10,000 for architectural fees
At the congregational meeting we
discussed the transfer of funds from the and decided to obtain estimates and
Capital Projects fund to pay off the
bring those projects to the congregation
remaining balance of the mortgage. The at the June congregational meeting.
amount transferred was $71,000. On
The financial results for 2017 were very
positive; we had a General Fund surplus
of $70,600. At the Annual
Congregational meeting on January 21st
we voted on a plan to disburse the
General Fund surplus. The approved
proposal was half to local charities and
half to principal payment on the
mortgage. We also approved the 2018
budget.

Racial Justice Team
Dear White Christians: A Path toward Racial Justice with
Dr. Jennifer Harvey - Friday, February 9th, 7:00-9:00 9< to be
held at Fountain of Life Covenant Church, 633 Badger Road, Madison.
(This Event Is Recommended by the SCSW Racial Equity Team)
Dr. Jennifer Harvey, author of Dear White Christians: For Those Still Longing for Racial
Reconciliation, will be in Wisconsin to speak and share conversation on the subject of the church and
racial justice.

The next meeting of the Messiah Racial Justice Team is scheduled for Sunday, February 11 at
9:30 +< in the Social Hall. Come and join the discussion! Minutes from the January meeting
can be viewed under the “Weekly News” tab on the Messiah Church website.
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Valentine’s Doll Luncheon
Glori Laundrie and the Madison Doll Club will sponsor this special event

Saturday, February 17, 2018
at 11:30 am
Luncheon with desserts and beverages
$10 per adult, $5 per child
Tickets are on sale between services in the Gathering Space
Bring your dolls, daughters and granddaughters for a whimsical gathering filled with
doll stories, displays, favors and projects to make-and-take.
Members of Messiah’s musical family
will entertain with Valentine’s music and song.

Messiah’s On-Line Directory is Ready to View on Your
Phone, Computer or Tablet!
Listed below are the steps for setting up your access account. The online directory only contains a photo,
which was taken at church or submitted, family names, and contact information, nothing else. Remember
that you can submit your own photos at any time to be added to the directory. To log in:

 Go to InstantChurchDirectory.com
 Select “Are you a Church Member?” Click here to sign in, then “First time signing in? to create your
sign in password.
 Select “Create an account”
 Enter your email as listed in the Church Directory then create your own password. The password must
be 8 characters long, and contain at least two of the following special characters: capital letters,
numbers, or symbols.
 Once your account is created, you can log in at any time. However, you will not be able to make any
changes to the member information or picture. Any changes must be submitted to the church office.
If you are having trouble creating an account, there may not be an
email address associated with your on-line listing. Call (222-3833) or
email the Church office at ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.
If you do not have access to a computer or an email address attached to
your member information, please schedule an appointment in the church
office (222-3833) to access your information for viewing.

Worship ministry Schedule
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please call someone within your group to substitute, and let the church office
know of the change so the bulletin will reflect the correct name. Please email ourchurch@messiahchurch.com if your
phone number or email changes. Ushers: Please contact your Team Captain first with any changes.
Greeter
Feb 3

Sally Carpenter

Reader
Sue Meng

Sue Meng

Volunteer needed

5:00pm

Feb 4

Communion

Sue & Ken Gerstner Mike Cornelius Shannon Meyer, Naoma

Ushers
Sam Wuethrich
Linda Meyer
Team 7: Charlie & Bonnie Eastman, Bill

Michaelis, Karen Wenger Gingher, Harley Schmidt, Virgil Simley,
Tara Von Dollen

8:15am

Don Tjugum

Ellynn & Hal
Ericksen

Tisa Kirschner

Julie Neppl
Jim Olson
Janet Woider

E Team: Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie &
Ed Maas, Diane Sersland, Anne Benishek
-Clark

Steve & Denise
Cheramy

Elaine Stampfli

5:00 pm

Elaine Stampfli
Herman Stampfli
Elaine McNeil

Volunteer needed

Feb 11

Lynn Gingher

Griffin Jones

Kathy & Gary Lukens,
Sharon Ryan
Wendy Bailey

Team 8: Mike & Kristie Palovcsik, Kim
Dietzman, John & Carol Otterson

Barb & Walt
Herrod

Phil Neppl

Kathy Digman

10:30 am

A Team:
Team Dale & Catherine Puisto, Glori
Laundrie, Kathie & Phil Kingston

Ash Wed.

Doris Zache

Ray Robinson

Judy Harris, Patty
Huseth, Naoma
Michaelis,
Ray Robinson

Volunteers needed
Please sign up on the kiosk

Lynn & Bill Gingher

Melissa Remiker

Melissa Remiker
Mary Jane Hill
Elaine McNeil

Bill Gingher
Jim McNeil

Jim Alsmo

Judy Harris

Diane Iverson, Carol &

Team 1: Lorraine & Harold Amundson,
Sharon & Lloyd Hinzman, Linda Olson,
Karen Wenger

Feb 4
10:30 am

Feb 10

8:15 am

Feb 11

Norene Shultis
Teri Terry
Carla Fears

Feb 14
7:00 pm

Feb 17
5:00 pm

Feb 18
8:15 am

Andy Stolarzyk,
Judy Harris

Linda Meyer

Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter

Reader
Karen Dilley

10:30 am

Debbie Diewald
Donna Jensen
Julie Neppl

Feb 24

Karen Polinske

Phil Lawler

Phil & Char Lawler
Steve & Diane Nelson

5:00 pm
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Communion

Donna & Mike
Jensen

Feb 18

The Column
Ushers

B Team: Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod, Lee
Nelson, Matt Tully

Sue Meng

Volunteer (s) needed

Nancy & Keith
Schlesinger

Mike Palovcsik

Kristie & Mike
Team 2: Tom Green, Carl Burhop, Paul
Palovcsik, Karen
Hoel, Lamont Liefke
Wenger , Holly Tunak

Feb 25
10:30 am

Diane Sersland

Trisha Tully

Lee Nelson, Jim
Olson, Janet Woider
Deb Thies

C Team: Jim & LouAnn Miller, Judy Zielke
& Leon Wilson

March 3

Melissa Remiker

Kate Mennenga

Kate Mennenga

Lloyd & Jason Mennenga

Feb 25
8:15 am

2 Volunteers Needed

5:00 pm

March 4

Doris Zache

Glenn Schmitz

Shannon Meyer
Naoma Michaelis
Diane Iverson
Karen Wenger

Team 3: Tim Ryan, Chip Plummer,
Keith Schlesinger, Lynn & Jerry Brandt

Hal & Ellynn
Erickson

Vince Borleski

Tracy Frank
Teri Terry
Karen Dilley

D Team: Jim Olson & Janet Woider, Dwight
Paulson, Doris & Richard Shropshire

8:15 am

March 4
10:30 am

New Members

Baptisms

Janell Bertera

Levi Pullen

Makenzie Feiner

Michael Picciolo

Jeff Trentadue

Mila Ann Weber

Lee Schneider

Sue Trentadue

Ethan William Kleckner

Patricia (Tricia)
Schneider

Wendy Campbell

Romni Pullen

Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come
to me, and do not stop them; for it is
to such as these that the kingdom of
heaven belongs.’
Matthew 19.14
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Observing Lent & Easter at Messiah
Thank you to all our Messiah

Upcoming Services

members and friends who wrote
devotions for this years Lenten
Devotional. What a gift your writings
are to those traveling the Lenten
journey with the final destination of
Easter morning! The books should be
ready to pick up February 10-11. In case
of a delay we will definitely have them
by Ash Wednesday.

Wednesday night Soup
Supper at 6:00 pm
Worship Services
at 7:00 F@

A special thank you to Catherine Puisto
for coordinating the project, Annette
Durkin for designing the book and
proofing. Also thank you to Pastor Jeff
and Dale Puisto for proofing.

March 30
Good Friday

Children’s ministry

February 14
Ash Wednesday

Holy Week Services
March 29
Maundy Thursday

April 1
Easter Sunday

Elizabeth Crummy

Coordinator of Children’s
First Communion Families►
and Family Ministry
It's a few months off, but remember that parents will need to attend
Sunday School with your children on March 4, 11 and April 8, 15. This is 3 years old - 4th Grade
when the children will receive special First Communion preparation and
Email: familyministry
will prepare their banners and bake the communion bread. An adult
@messiahchurch.com
will need to accompany their child for this event. We need some
good bread bakers to help on April 8 and 15th from 9:30-10:20 /0.

Traditionally our second graders prepare for their First Communion. If
any second graders are not going to participate or if older children,
who have not received communion, are going to participate, please
contact Elizabeth Crummy. First Communion celebrations are April 28
and 29 at the 5 F@ or 10:30 A@ services. You can choose the service
that works best for your family.

Save the Date ►
For Family Movie Night - February 16th.
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Youth and Family ministry
YOW MENTORS NEEDED
We need adults to join the Messiah YOW youth for
weekly soup suppers during Lent. We are looking
for mentors that will meet with a table of youth
each week, join them for dinner and lead an
informal discussion (with prepared questions)
between 6:30-7:00 F@
This is an intergenerational opportunity for the
youth and members of the Messiah community to
get to know one another better. The table talk
groups would be the same each week in order to
help establish relationships. If you are interested,
please contact Teresa Palumbo.

YOW Students Host Homeless Meal:
Week of February 12
YOW will be assisting in different capacities with
the homeless meal for the guests at the Grace
Episcopal Shelter. The schedules and opportunities
are listed below.

to participate in one of the experiences listed below.
Wednesday, February 14 is Ash Wednesday and all
youth are encouraged to attend worship at Messiah
with their families.
The youth assisting with serving the meal will gather
downstairs in the kitchen at 7:00 p.m. (See details
below.)

Drivers and parent helpers are needed for
all events.
•Saturday, February 10, 9:00-10:30 +< Plan
and purchase items for the homeless meal at
Woodman's. Meet at Messiah.
•Tuesday, February 13, 6:00-7:30 9<
Prepare the meal at Messiah (cooking the items
and any additional food prep).
•Wednesday, February 14, 7:00-9:00 9<
Deliver and serve the meal at Grace Episcopal.
Leave from Messiah.

Please make note of the differences between the
pre-confirmation and confirmation activities.
YOW Lent Walk: Wednesday, February 7 from
The donation of baked good items is needed for
both the meal and the sack lunches we will be
preparing. Please let Teresa know if you are able to
assist and bring in two dozen baked good items on
Wednesday, February 8.

PRE-CONFIRMATION (Grades 5-6): Students will
attend Ash Wednesday services on February 14.
Families are encouraged to attend this service with
their children as there will not be a lesson.

CONFIRMATION (Grades 7-9):
The youth in the confirmation program will have the
opportunity to be involved in one of three
experiences as we plan, prepare, and serve the meal
at Grace Episcopal. Confirmation youth must sign-up

6:30-8:00 9<
Youth will prepare for the upcoming Lenten
season with a shared
meal followed a Lent
Walk with interactive
Teresa Palumbo
stations and activities.
Coordinator of Youth
The evening begins in
and Family Ministry
the downstairs
fellowship hall with a
5th - 12th Grade
lasagna and pasta
dinner, salad and garlic Text to: 608-279-7460
bread. Parent helpers
Email: youth
are needed to assist
@messiahchurch.com
with the meal. Please
contact Teresa if you
are able to assist.
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Social Outreach Ministry News
Thank You to the following people that helped with The Road Home at Immanuel
Lutheran Church on December 22 and 23, 2017 – Bonnie Schmidt for helping serve the
evening meal and Messiah for providing the dinner; Tracy, Garrett and Devin Frank for
coming to entertain the children; and, a special
thanks to Kristie and Mike Palovcsik for staying all
night and making breakfast for the families. Your
time and passion for this ministry is amazing!

Triangle Community Ministry
Thank you for your generous Christmas gift of Socks for Saints for residents of the
Triangle. Triangle Community Ministry (TCM) had more people than ever this year at the
Christmas dinner for residents and the socks were, as always, much appreciated. Each
resident at our Christmas party received two pairs of socks and a delicious meal. And
there were some socks left over that can be distributed as need requires during the
winter months. Many thanks for being a part of the Socks for Saints collection. We hope
you will check out the TCM website at www.triangleministry.com
and consider gathering a group to serve one of the weekly 40
Monday Meals that TCM will begin serving on January 15 to
celebrate our 40th anniversary on the Triangle. We wish you

blessings throughout the New Year. Meg Nielsen, Outreach
Development Director, TCM
Social Outreach Ministry will be meeting Monday, February 5, at 6:00 p.m.
in the conference room at Messiah. New members are always welcome!

Ongoing Collections for Social Outreach Ministry
Road Home►
► Needs include Diapers (particularly sizes 4 – 6), baby wipes, cleaning supplies,
laundry detergent and bleach, paper towels, toilet paper, dish detergent, hair care products designed for African American hair, deodorant, lotion and shampoo, gift cards – gas and grocery
Jail Ministry►
► Items needed for the Jail Ministry are men and women’s socks, reading glasses,
stamps and Bibles.

.
Please place donations in the yellow containers near the community room.
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February SAM Potluck Luncheon

Wednesday, February 28, 12:00
The program will take you back to:

F@ service. Sunday blood pressure
checks will be done between
services. For more information,
contact Denise at:
nisie7575@gmail.com.
Thank you to our dedicated group of Nurses
offering this service!

The Big Band Era, Those of you not
“snow birding” to a warmer climate are in for a
real treat on February 28th.
Alan Anderson is a professional
trombonist who plays with the
Red Hot Dixie, Dixie Sizzlers, the
orchestras of Guy Lombardo,
Dick Jurgens, and Jan Garber,
plus the Mitch Henck Big Show
Band, Joe Scalissi’s Happy Hour
Orchestra, and the Fireside
Dinner Theatre Band. Our trip
through the historic Big Band Era will feature
several big bands, including Glenn Miller, Tommy
Dorsey, and Woody Herman with songs like “In
The Mood,” “Sentimental Journey,” and
“Woodchopper’s Ball.”
Bring a dish to pass and your tableware to join
the fun in the Social Hall.

Future SAM Luncheon Dates
March 28th, April 25th and the last potluck
of the season on May 30th when the Social
Hall will literally become a zoo!

Health Ministry Team
SAM will hold complimentary blood pressure
checks on February 10th and 11th. The
Saturday checks will take place prior to the 5:00

Passion Play Tour, Saturday,

March 24, 10:45 ! – 6:00
SAM tours are known to sell out very quickly and
this one will be no different. We will be traveling
aboard a deluxe Lazer’s coach to the Xavier Fine
Arts Theatre in Appleton for the Northeast
Wisconsin Passion Play. This is the day before
Palm Sunday. Watch the Scriptures come alive
through music, dance, and drama as Jesus calls
the Twelve, witness the first miracle at the
wedding at Cana, His compassionate teachings,
and the victory of the Resurrection.

Upcoming SAM Events
The best place to check for the latest news on
SAM activities is on the SAM webpage. Go
to www.messiahchurch.comand click on the Faith
Life tab and scroll down to Senior Adult Ministry.
There is a link there for the Han.-Mar. 2018
newsletter. Want the newsletter sent directly to
your inbox? Send your request
to adultministry@messiahchurch.com

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716
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Saturdays
5:00 F@ Evening Worship with
Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 A@ Worship Service
9:30 A@ Sunday School
10:30 A@ Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 A@ for ages
infant to 6 years old

Kennedy School Connection
The February List of
Donation Needs
Include: Snacks:
Cheez Its, Goldfish
crackers, granola
bars, fruit snacks,
pretzels. Clothing: Sizes 4-12 sweatpants, tshirts, sweatshirts, socks, underwear, Winter
gear: gloves, snow pants especially,
Athletic Shoes: Kids size to 12-adult sizes.
Items can be placed in the yellow collection
bins near the Community Room.
If you have any questions about Kennedy
School Connection contact Sandra Allen or
Pam Aldrich, Co-Coordinators for this
program.

Just Bakery
Products Available

Sunday, February 11th
Starting at 7:30 +< in the
Gathering Space until sold out
This is an initiative of Madison-area Urban
Ministry (MUM), an interfaith social justice
organization with a long history of helping exprisoners re-enter society.
The bakery effort provides 16 weeks of
classroom and kitchen training. Students learn
food safety, baker’s math and job readiness.
Proceeds from sales go back into the program.
- Karen Verhagen

-

