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A sacred space is where you discover
yourself over and over again.
Joseph Campbell is perhaps the greatest scholar
of religion and mythology in the 20th century.
This work has inspired generations of scholars to
look more deeply at the truths of religious ideas.
He once said: A sacred space is where you
discover yourself over and over and over again.
This past August I traveled to Leuven, Belgium
where I had first come into contact with the work
of Joseph Campbell. It was fun being back in my
old stomping grounds, meeting old friends, making new ones, traveling
to the places and spaces that were once sacred to me so long ago.
On the first night of the religious conference we gathered in the chapel
of the American College. As soon as I walked into the space a thousand
memories flooded back to me. I remembered the first time that I ever
preached in this very chapel. I was so frightened, nervous and scattered
and I remember the presiding priest telling me as we walked out, get
out of your own way Jeff and allow God to use you. And the words just
came!
I remembered receiving the ministry of reader on the 125th anniversary
of the college and having the honor of meeting the King and Queen of
Belgium. I remembered the nights that I practiced music in the chapel
preparing for the Sunday Eucharist. I would stand in a semi-darkened
church and played and sang as my voice reverberated through the
empty space. I recalled the daily Morning Prayer, the community
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 2
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gatherings for communion, and Sunday evenings in the
darkness we would gather by candlelight to begin a new
week of study and learning and sing our Evensong. This
chapel held so many memories for me, it was truly a
sacred space.
I took my place in the congregation on this opening
weekend worship and the space resounded with the
marvelous sound of 60 people singing All Are Welcome,
one of my favorite hymns. On April 14, 2000 Melissa and I
chose this hymn as we walked into St. Paul's Lutheran
Church in Neenah to begin our life together as husbandand wife. At that moment more memories flooded back to
me. Making a home with Melissa, the birth of our first son,
Benjamin, moving to Madison and accepting the call to
Messiah Lutheran Church, the birth of Joey and the
adoption of Rachel, the growth of this church, the
laughter, the singing, the joy of Sunday mornings and so
much more! The American College Chapel that had been a
sacred space for me so long ago became a sacred space
for me again. It was reminding me of who I was, not only
priest and pastor, but more husband and father and friend!
A sacred space is where you discover yourself over and over
and over again. I found myself again!
In just a few short weeks it will be Christmas Eve and our
sanctuary will be packed for sure. It is every year. And
every year I hear a few pejorative comments about those
folks who only come on Christmas and Easter. Those
comments never come from me. I love that folks come
back to this church. This is their sacred space! I think
people come back here to remember that community is
our deepest need as human beings. I think others come
back here to remember that in the chaos of their lives,
amidst all the changes, there are some eternal truths that
never change, that God is love and those who live in love,
live in God. (1Jn.4:16) Others come here and need to be
reminded of their youth and Christmases long ago, and
still others because they feel close to those who have died,
and others to remember that they aren’t dead yet and God
will still be God to them. And nearly everyone comes on
Pastor Jeff’s message continues on page 3
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Christmas Eve to hope again for peace on earth and goodwill toward all.
In the end I love the Christmas Eve liturgies, and the packed church, and the brilliant carols
and I will never complain about the crowds even if some come only once or twice a year. All
of us need to return to our sacred spaces wherever they are and be reminded of who we
are, children of God. Messiah Church is a sacred space, a holy place and we believe a
dwelling place of God. A sacred space is where you discover yourself over and over and over
again.
Merry Christmas my Messiah Family!
Past

Jef V n

H

Apple Pie Fundraiser Is A Huge Success
With The Help of Many Hands!
We had 31 fantastic people who gave their precious time to reach a
goal of creating 160 "made from scratch the old fashioned way" crumb topped apple pies! Our sincere thank
you to Gil & Carolyn Splett, Naoma Michaelis, Tom & Marlene Green, Penny Tjugum, Patty Huseth, Dee
Schwoegler, Nancy Plummer, Henry Planthaber, Gloria Simley, Christine Hill, Julie Frey, Barbara Herrod, Bob &
Bernie Hartwig, Judy Zielke & Leon Wilson, their niece Kayna Mohr, Bev McCullock, Tim & Sharon Ryan, their
granddaughter Myha Mohr, Kim Dietzman, Keith Schlesinger, Dawn Olson, Kathie Crandall, Dwight Paulson, Barb
Martin, and Bill Harris. These people worked so hard that the scheduled six days planned to get the job done
was cut in half!
We also want to recognize our pie sponsors, Yahara Materials and Hy-Vee Madison East, for making this mission
highly successful!
Proceeds from the pie sale will benefit the Salvation Army on East Washington Avenue. In addition, proceeds will
go towards furthering programming activities of Messiah’s Senior Adult Ministry.
Judy Harris, Coordinator

Thank you to

Social Ministry Gifts requests continues on page 4
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M ITTEN T REE
Hats, Mittens, Scarves for men, women &
children. These will be given to the Salvation
Army. Collection ends Dec. 18. Coordinator:
Darilee Nelson, 608-222-4929.

P UDDING B OX C OLLECTI ON
Large boxes of instant pudding will be
collected in a box underneath the Mitten Tree.
These will be used for the East Side
Community Center at Truax Christmas food
boxes. Collection ends Dec. 18.
Coordinator: Darilee Nelson, 608-222-4929

A DOPT - A - F AMILY

number. Sign-up on poster and bring gifts to
Messiah collection by Dec. 10. Please do not
wrap. Coordinator: Diane Iverson, 608-2420462.
Domestic Abuse Intervention Services

D.A.I.S. Gift needs are listed on a poster in
the Gathering Space. Each person is assigned
a family number. The number and name of the
item requested will be on the poster. Write in
the item you are purchasing for the family,
and bring to Messiah by Sunday, Dec. 11.
Please do not wrap, and be sure to include:
Family number, along with the code number
for mom/dad/child to identify the gift recipient.

These gifts will make a huge difference for
Coordinator: Diane Iverson, 608-242-0462.
these families this holiday season as they work
to create safe homes for themselves and their YWCA Residents Messiah is the only gift
children.
provider for the women residents at the
YWCA. The poster in the Gathering Space will
T HE R OAD H OME
We are adopting four families. A parent using list names, along with their “wishes.” Please
attach the name and room number of each
their services has on their list a clothing item
person you are helping to each gift. Please
and a toy/personal request for each of their
bring to Messiah by Sunday, Dec. 10.
children, along with a request for a grocery
store certificate. We “adopt” the family, and to Coordinator: Bernie Hartwig, 608-222-7350.
protect confidentiality, assign each a code

Remember To Be Mindful This Christmas
The holidays can be a stressful time with so many things to do in preparation for family and
friends. Take time to be mindful and reflect on the true meaning of Christmas.

“Receive joyfully and thankfully the blessings I shower on you, but do not cling to them. Hold
them loosely, ready to release them back to me. At the same time, I want you to enjoy fully the
good things I give you. The best way to do this is to live in the present, refuse to worry about
tomorrow. Today is the time to delight in the blessings I have provided. And look for
opportunities to be a blessing to others.”
From the “Jesus Always” Devotion by Sarah Young
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As people of faith, we come together
to share in food, fun, and service
From Kay Peterson►
►
Thank you to all who organized and
volunteered for the November 4th
Messiah Craft/Bake Sale and
Luncheon. A special thank you to Bob
and Joanie Drake for their generous
$1,000. donation, when combined
with food sales totaled $1,927.00 The
entire amount went toward the Debt
Reduction Building Fund.
From Diane Iverson and
Darilee Nelson, Co-Chairs of the
Social Outreach Ministry►
►
The entire event was a wonderful
success, thanks to the Social Outreach
Ministry members, Naoma Michaelis
and all Messiah members who
donated time, baked, and made
monetary donations. The Craft/Bake

Thank you

Sale raised $2,041 to benefit Salvation Army,
LaFollette High School Food Pantry and Briar
Patch. The Committee was pleased that the
poster in the Gathering Space worked well for
people to sign up to bring baked goods and will
use that method for supporting future bake sales.
Harvest Meal Volunteers►
►
Thank you to our Harvest Meal Volunteers, led by
Pam Krebs, who prepared a wonderful “Thanksgiving” meal! Also, thank you to everyone who
donated food and supplies. The freewill collection
raised $2,412 to benefit the Goodman Community
Center.

Thank you for
your support!!

DECEMBER SUNDAY MEALS-ON-WHEELS ►
Sadly, December will be the last time Messiah members will be driving for Sunday Mealson-Wheels. After January 1, 2018 weekend delivery will no longer be offered due to lack
of funding from federal and state funds, local taxes and donations from recipients.
However, we are still driving for the month of December. Any questions, call Diane
Iverson at (608) 242-0462
SSM Health at Home (formerly known as Home Health United) is always looking for
drivers for week days. If you are interested in volunteering, call Gina Riesen, SSM
Health at Home’s Meals on Wheels Volunteer Coordinator at (608) 276-7582 or e-mail
her at griesen@hhuvns.org
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If you are unable to serve when scheduled, please call someone within your group to substitute, and let the church office
know of the change so the bulletin will reflect the correct name. Please email ourchurch@messiahchurch.com if your
phone number or email changes.
Greeter

Reader

Communion

Ushers

Linda Meyer

Kate Mennenga

Leanne Widen
Kate Mennenga
Elaine McNeil

Lloyd Mennenga
Jason Mennenga

Gloria & Virgil
Simley

Jim Stolzenburg

8:15a

Diane Iverson
Shannon Meyer
Karen Wenger

Team 6: Don & Gloria Hehenberger,
Andy & Carol Stolarzyk

Dec 3

Bonnie & Ed Maas

Gloria Laundrie

Julie Neppl
Jim Olson
Jan Woider

B Team: Andy Shultis, Walt Herrod, Lee
Nelson, Matt Tully

Denise & Steve
Cheramy

Mary Jane Hill

Leanne Widen
Mary Jane Hill
Annette Durkin

2 Volunteers Needed

Maren & Fred
Anderson

Corey Randl

8:15a

Kathy & Gary Lukens
Sharon Ryan

Team 7: Charlie & Bonnie Eastman, Bill
Gingher, Harley Schmidt, Virgil Simley,
Don Tjugum

Dec 10

Barb & Walt Herrod Karen Dilley

Karen Dilley
Tracy Frank
Norene Shultis

C Team: Jim & Luann Miller, Judy Zielke,
Leon Wilson

Elaine & Jim
McNeil

Rhonda & Phil Plourd
Elaine McNeil
Kate Mennenga

Jim McNeil

Dec 2
5:00p

Dec 3

10:30a

Dec 9
5:00p

Dec 10

10:30a

Dec 16
5:00p

Dec 17
8:15a

Dec 17
10:30a

Phil Plourd

1 Volunteer Needed

Corinne & Lamont
Liefke

Mike Palovcsik

Carol & Andy Stolarzyk Team 8: Mike & Kristie Palovcsik, Kim
Kristie & Mike
Dietzman, John & Carol Otterson
Palovcsik

Karen & Tom
Swenson

Phil Neppl

Kathy Digman
Julie Neppl,
Donna Jensen

D Team: Jim Olson, Janet Woider, Dwight
Paulson, Richard & Doris Shropshire

Worship ministry Schedule
Greeter

Reader

Communion
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Ushers

Doreen Hinrichs

Leanne Widen

Leanne Widen

Jim McNeil

DEC 24
9:00a
9:00a

Kathy Mitchell

Peggy Finnegan
Trish Tully

Kathy & Gary Lukens
Gina Gray

Team 1: Harold & Lorraine, Lloyd &
Sharon Hinzman, Linda Olson, Karen

Dec 24

Susan & Carl
Burhop

Ray Robinson

Donna Jenson
Gene & Susan
Qualmann
Ray Robinson

Volunteers Needed-Sign up on Kiosk

Dec 23
5:00 p

4:00p

Volunteers Needed- Volunteers Needed- Volunteers NeededSign up on Kiosk
Sign up on Kiosk
Sign up on Kiosk

Volunteers Needed-Sign up on Kiosk

Dec 24
9:00p

Teri Terry

Volunteers Needed-Sign up on Kiosk

Dec 30
5:00p

Diane & Steve
Nelson

Dec 31

Claire Gensch

Dec 24
7:00p

Karen Dilley

Steve & Diane Nelson 2 Volunteers needed
Griffin Jones

8:15a

Dec 31

Karen Dilley
Teri Terry
Holly & Clyde Tunak

Barb & Walk Herrod Paula Kedzie

10:30a

Diane Iverson, Naoma Team 2: Tom Green, Carl Burhop, Paul
Michaelis, Jim
Hoel, Bill Harris
Stolzenburg
Gloria Laudrie,
Barb & Tom Martin

E Team: Ray & Kathy Robinson, Bonnie
& Ed Maas, Diane Sersland,
Anne Benishek-Clark

Welcome to the Messiah Family
November New Members►
►

November Baptisms►
►

Deric & Sophia Voelker, Zane & Zoe
Peg Thompson, Brendan & Joey
Chris & Kristina Hendricks, Charlie & Grace
Jeff & Karen Robbe
Mary Ann Seaberg
Conrad Campbell
Kathy Bultman
Jennifer Labonte

Campbell Rabehl
Teagan Dieckhoff
Nicole Deon (Adult)
Paisley Deon
Money Lust-Webb

First Communion►
►
Breanna Eeg
continues on page 10
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Business manager’s report
We are 47 weeks into the calendar year and Pledge Revenue received
to date is $405,700 compared to the budget for the same time period
of $376,900, so we are $28,800 ahead of the budget. The current
balance of the mortgage is $318,500.
In early December envelopes will be available for pickup, it
would be very helpful and a cost saving if these are picked up
before January so we can avoid paying postage, last year we
spent over $300 mailing out envelopes. If you don’t find
envelopes labeled with your name and would like envelopes, please
call the office.

Tim Coulthart
Business Manager and
Treasurer
Home phone: 608-222-0503
Email: timc@messiahchurch.com

The use of envelopes or participation in Simply Giving is very helpful
and saves time for our volunteer counters and financial secretary. We have over 517 families that
contribute to Messiah, of which 128 contribute electronically, leaving 389 that contribute by check or
cash.
We have received 234 pledge forms to date, compared to the 250 we received by the end of December
in 2016. The council uses these pledges to prepare the 2018 budget and will be finalizing the budget at
their December 14th meeting. The proposed budget will then be presented to the congregation for your
approval at the annual meeting in January.

Capital Projects Fund
The council has been discussing the growing balance in the Capital Projects Fund over the past few
months. The current balance in the fund is $190,000 and the 2018 draft budget is proposing $0 Capital
Expenditures. In addition, the income during the year would add an additional $30,000 to that balance.
In the past the Capital Projects balance has been used to replace the roof over the old portion of the
building, replace the windows in the old building, replace and seal coat the parking lot, build the garage
and purchase lawn equipment. The council would like to have a congregational discussion at the January
2018 meeting to use $100,000 of the Capital Projects Fund for debt reduction. We could then vote on a
proposal at the January meeting or table it until the June 2018 Congregational meeting before making a

NEW Flower Chart for 2018► Is available on the Kiosk.
Please sign-up for the date(s) you would like to sponsor
flowers for the Altar. Include your name and phone number.
Cost is $35 for each date. We do not accept additional
amounts for larger bouquets. You may pay for the flowers
close to the time of your chosen date. The week prior, you
will receive a call from the office for information you would
like to have included in the bulletin, and for your choice of
flowers. Call the office for questions: 608-222-3833.
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Youth and Family ministry
Pre-confirmation (5th- 6th)
Confirmation (7th- 9th)
December 6 at 6:15 pm pizza
night. Teresa, 608-279-7460.
Christmas Break Dec. 20 and
27.
YOW Annual Ornament Sale
Begins Dec. 2 & 3, before and
after worship services. Trim your
tree with a beautiful woodcut
ornament that celebrates the
season and benefits the Messiah
2017 summer youth mission trip.
2016 ornament is $10.

Previous year ornaments
available for $5.

January 6, 6-9:00 =@
High School Youth Holiday Party
and Game Night, Saturday, Join
Teresa Palumbo
us for dinner, cards, games, and a
Coordinator
of Youth and
movie! Come hang out and share
Family Ministry
some holiday cheer.
Bring a white elephant gift to
exchange. RSVP to Teresa 608279-7460 or by email:
tnpalumbo@yahoo.com

5th - 12th Grade

Text to: 608-279-7460
Email: youth
@messiahchurch.com

Children’s ministry
O Antiphons►
► There are still
openings for children interested in
reading the O Antiphons or lighting the
Advent candles at the Saturday or
Sunday services during Advent (Dec. 9,
Dec. 17 @ 8:15 ?m, Dec. 23 & 24 @
8:15 ?>) Contact Elizabeth Crummy or
Teresa Plumbo.

Christmas Caroling on Dec.
10, 1:20-3:00 =@►
►The children

priority in the weeks prior to practice
for the program.

Cold and Flu Care Bags►
►
We will be collecting items for flu care
bags and baby items for St. Stephen's
food pantry again this year. Maybe
keep your eyes open for sales on baby
items and the following:
3 & 4 year olds - 2 cans of chicken
noodle soup

will be caroling with Cub Scout Pack
132 at Belmont Nursing Home. Practice
will be Nov. 27 and Dec. 4 at 6:00 D>
and Dec. 9 at 1:00 D>. Children need to
be transported to and accompanied by
an adult at Belmont.

Kindergartners - 2 small boxes or
sleeves of salted or unsalted saltine
crackers

Christmas Program and
Reception►
► Program is Dec. 17 at

3rd-4th Graders - 2 cans of 7-Up or
ginger ale

2:00 D>. Please make attendance a

1st & 2nd Graders - 2 bottles of
Gatorade (not diet or low calorie)

Elizabeth Crummy
Coordinator of Children’s and
Family Ministry

3 years old - 4th Grade

Email: familyministry
@messiahchurch.com
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Christmas Poinsettias
Turn in envelopes by Sunday, Dec. 10
Help decorate our sanctuary for Christmas by
contributing to the Flower Fund. Plants may be given in
memory or in honor of a loved one/family. These
poinsettias will decorate our sanctuary through late
December. Christmas Flower fund envelopes are
located in the pew envelope holders. Please fill out all
information on the envelope and place in the collection
plate, along with your check. Your name and dedication
will be shared on Christmas Eve. You may pick up your
plant after services on Sunday, December 31, 2017.

Divine Yoga
Tuesday nights through Dec. 12, 5:30-6:45 =@ in
the Community Room. No experience necessary.
Please bring yoga mat, a strap, block & blanket.
Questions? Leanne: leelee53527@gmail.com, or
Holly: chtunak@att.net
Goodwill offering for The Canopy Center,
also collecting tea bags, tissues, lip balm & cough drops
for Flu Care Bags

Save the Dates!!
Senior Adult Ministry folks
will NOT have their traditional potluck on Wednesday,
December 27, since the group has a Christmas bus trip
on December 13. However, potlucks are planned for
the following Wednesdays—January 31st, February
28th, March 28th, and April 25th. We will conclude our
potluck season on May 30th when the Social Hall will
literally become a zoo! So mark your calendars so you
don’t miss any of the fun.

Annette Durkin’s
Address►
Many of you have
requested Annette’s new
address to stay in touch. It is:
5331 E. Inverness Drive
Post Falls, ID 83854
Email: godspeed.adurkin@charter.net

Racial Justice Meeting►
The Racial Justice Team will not meet
the 3rd Sunday of the month in
December. Instead we will be meeting
on December 10th from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
in the Social Hall
INSERT LOGO

December Calendar►
The December Messiah calendar is available to
view on-line at www.messiahchurch.com, click
on the “Connect” drop down or Calendar the
link toward the bottom of the home page or
pick up a paper copy from the kiosk.

Column Newsletter►
The monthly Column mailing takes volunteers
time to collate and prepare along with the
cost of paper and postage. If you would rather
not receive a paper copy and read it on-line,
please contact the office at 608-222-3833.
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Kennedy School
Connection
Messiah Lutheran Church has been
working with the Foundation for
Madison’s Public Schools and our
neighbor, Kennedy Elementary
through a partnership with the goal
of improving student achievement.

Volunteers Needed►
►
December 24th at 9:00 <=. To help with the
Worship Service of Lessons and Carols. Please signup on the kiosk.
Christmas Eve 7:00 >= worship service. Children
and adults: Ushers, Communion, Readers, Music,
Greeters, Mary and Joseph. Please sign-up on
the kiosk.

Monona Senior Chorus►

With the cold weather we are
collecting new and gently used
warm winter clothing, along with
healthy snacks. Especially needed
are the following: girls clothing,
specifically underwear, t-shirts and
sweatpants - girls sizes 4-20 and
even women's sizes would be
great. Kids shoes, boys and girls
sizes 12-6.

at Messiah on December 10 at 2:00 D> in the
Community Room. A free ill
offering will be taken to benefit a
local charity.

Please bring these items to
Messiah, and place in the yellow
collection bin located by the
Community Room.

January 21
Annual Congregational Meeting

Volunteer opportunities: Tutors,
Recess Monitors, Lunchroom Help
and Greeters (before/after school).
Sign-up on the kiosk to get
involved. A volunteer orientation is
scheduled for Dec. 11 at 2:00 D> or
4:30 D>.
For information contact Pam
Aldrich: 608-6957934
or
Sandra Allen:
651-307-2831

Looking Ahead

February 14
Ash Wednesday
February 17
Valentine Doll Luncheon
Holy Week Services
March 29
Maundy Thursday
March 30
Good Friday
April 1
Easter Sunday

2018

Lenten Devotionals►
Seems odd to be thinking
ahead to Lent, but due to a
very early Ash Wednesday,
we are doing just that.
Verses will be available by
email beginning on December 1.
Completed devotions are due
by January 12.
For more information or to
sign up contact Catherine
Puisto at:
c.puisto2@gmail.com.
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Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 D> Evening Worship with
Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 ?> Worship Service
9:30 ?> Sunday School
10:30 ?> Worship Service
- - Childcare available - 8:15 - 11:45 ?> for ages
infant to 6 years old

Come Let us Worship Him
C HILDREN ’ S P ROGRAM AND R ECEPTION
December 17 at 2:00 =@ Celebrate this annual tradition of music, carols and the Nativity story
as we prepare our hearts for Christmas. Reception in the Social Hall follows the program.

S UNDAY , D ECEMBER 24 TH , 9:00 A . M .
Lessons and Carols at 9:00 ?> will be our one worship service in the morning.

C HRISTMAS E VE W ORSHIP S ERVICES
4:00 D>, 7:00 D> and 9:00 D>. Come together to share in our traditional celebrations.

N O C HRISTMAS D AY W ORSHIP S ERVICE

