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One of the commencement traditions at Harvard
University is Senior Class Chapel. On the morning of
their graduation, seniors gather in Memorial Church
to hear the minister offer words of solace and
encouragement as they leave “the Yard” to take their
places in the world. Just ten years ago, the 1998
senior class heard the unvarnished truth from the
Rev. Peter Gomes, minister at Harvard. Peter is the
author of several books on the Bible, including The
Good Book and Sermons. In his gentle ringing tones,
that call to mind a cross between a Shakespearean
actor and a gentle grandfather, the famous Doctor
Gomes took no prisoners as he began:
You are going to be sent out of here for good, and most of you aren’t
ready to go. The president is about to bid you into the fellowship of
educated men and women and, - and here he paused and spoke each
word slowly for emphasis - you know just - how - dumb - you - really –
are! The senior class cheered in agreement! And worse than that,
Doctor Gomes continued, the world - and your parents in particular - are
going to expect that you will be among the brightest and best. But you
know that you can no longer fool all the people even some of the time. By
noontime today, you will be out of here. By tomorrow you will be history.
By Saturday, you will be toast. That’s a fact - no exceptions, no extensions.

Anniversaries

▪ Concordia
Choir Event

▪ Employment
Opportunities

Nevertheless, there is reason to hope, Doctor Gomes promised. The future is
God’s gift to you. God will not let you stumble or fall. God has not brought
you this far to this place to abandon you or leave you here alone and afraid.
The God of Israel never stumbles, never sleeps, and never goes on sabbatical.
Thus, my beloved and bewildered young friends, do not be afraid.
Pastor Jeff’s message continued on page 2
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Here is truly a Lenten message! Doctor Gomes is really
speaking the message of Ash Wednesday. On Ash Wednesday
we put dirt on our heads to remind ourselves of who we really
are. We sing hymns that are mournful and minor. We read from
the scriptures each Sunday of Lent about the Israelites
wandering in the wilderness. We do all of this as Doctor Gomes
suggests, so that we begin to “come to grips” with who we are.
We are broken individuals and far from perfected; dealing with
our diseases, surgeries, addictions, and depressions. We live in a
world of dysfunction both personally and as a society. We are
divided by race and creed, politics and gender, sexuality and
economics. We are a people often lost and even more often
broken. We know, as Doctor Gomes states – left on our own we
are toast! That’s a fact – no exceptions, no extensions. This was
the realization of the children of Israel as they wandered
through the desert. This is the realization every Ash Wednesday.
This is Lent - left on our own, we are nothing!
Still, as Doctor Gomes suggests, right here in the midst of our
brokenness is our reason for hope. God has not brought us this
far through the darknesses of life only to abandon us! The God
of Israel never stumbles, never sleeps and never goes on
sabbatical! We might have ashes on our heads, but we are
redeemed “dirt.” We might wander like the Israelites but we too
will come to the Promised Land. We might face death and
darkness but there will be a resurrection! In short, no matter
what we face in life we do not have to live in fear. Just as the
Israelites discovered that there was new life after their 40 years
of wandering - we too will discover that same life after the
worst disease or surgery; after the deepest depression or
dysfunction; after the cold of winter. In the end, the Season of
Lent is NOT a promise that the future will be beautiful and rosy,
rather Lent comes as a reminder that we will never be
abandoned. The 40 days of Lent and the imposition of ashes are
an affirmation of life and meaning. This holy time of year
centers us on that joyful belief that we can live without fear
because we have come from God; we live in God; and one day
we will rest forever in God. Have a blessed and holy Lent my
friends…and do not fear!
- - Pastor Jeﬀ Vanden Heuvel
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Lent begins Feb. 10,
Ash Wednesday
► Be refreshed
► Dip a toe in and walk
through Lent with us
► Dive in - go deeper
► Strengthen your faith
practices
► Remember how
generous and gracious
God is!
Messiah is offering many
opportunities to “Come to
the Water” this Lent
through sharing a meal,
study and worship:
6:00 pm Soup Supper
7:00 pm Worship

Come to the water,
the lifelife-giving water of God’s love.
Lenten Devotional Booklets available at church the
weekend of January 30-31
We are happy to offer you the reflections gathered for our sixth
annual Lenten Devotional. We thank each writer for responding
to the call “come to the water,” and for opening their hearts to
Sunday, Feb. 7
Following the 10:30 am
share their faith and experiences. As we join together on this
Worship Service - Lenten Journey, we ask God to renew our purpose and passion to
Social Hall for Cajun
be his people in ways that express the unfathomable generosity of
Food and Sub
God’s grace.
- - Catherine Puisto, Coordinator Children’s and Family Ministry

Sandwiches
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Wish List for
The Road Home
Diapers / Pull-ups
► Baby wipes
► Cleaning supplies
► Paper towels
► Toilet paper
► Bars of soap
► Feminine hygiene products
► Hair care products designed
for African-American hair
► Health care products
► Gift cards for gas and
groceries
►

Sunday Meals on Wheels
We will be driving for Sunday
Meals-on-Wheels during the
month of March. A sign-up
sheet will be on the Kiosk in
the Gathering Space Feb. 7.
Thank you again for your
service to others - it is so very
much appreciated!

Social Ministry Meeting
Monday, Feb. 15 at 6:00 pm at
Messiah Church. New
members are always welcome!

Donations may be placed in
the designated Road Home bin
in the hall as you approach the
Community Room.
Diane Iverson, 608-242-0462
Darilee Nelson, 608-222-4929

Collection Bins - 4 Total

Health Care Kit Collection
Starts in February, with a
different item collected each
month, for seven months, in
preparation for the fall Lutheran
World Relief Drive.
Look for the designated
collection bin in the hall as you
approach the Community Room.
In February, we will collect:
►

Metal nail clippers with the
packaging removed

In following months, we will
collect sturdy combs, single
adult toothbrushes, bath size
bars of soap and light-weight
towels. Details of packaging will
be provided each month.
For questions:
Mary Jane Hill, 608-221-1410

Through our Social
Ministry Committee,
Messiah’s Community
Collection provides
support for local groups
throughout the year
We collect for:
►

►
►
►

St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church Food Pantry
The Road Home
Lutheran World Relief
Madison Helping Hands

Diane Iverson, 608-242-0462
Darilee Nelson, 608-222-4929
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Faith Conversation

Join Facilitators and Messiah members,
Tracy Frank and Eric Smith, as we come
together as a faith community to discuss the ELCA Social Statement, The Church and
Criminal Justice: Hearing the Cries. The social statement was adopted by the ELCA’s
Churchwide Assembly in 2013 and presents a comprehensive perspective on matters
related to the U.S. criminal justice system and the many communities affected by this
system. Study Guides will be provided. The ELCA website has two webcasts available,
Confronting Racism: A Holy Yearning, August 6, 2015 and part 2, January 14, 2016:
www.elca.org/webcast This Faith Conversation will be Sunday mornings, 9:40-10:30 am.

Bible Study

Date

Focus

Date

Focus

Feb 3

1:1-18 Trials &
Temptations

Mar 9

3:1-12 Taming the Tongue

Feb 10

Ash Wednesday-No Study

Mar 16

3:13-18 True & False Wisdom

NEW Wednesday evening
Feb 17
1:19-27 Listening & Doing
Mar 23 4:1-12 Friendship with God
Messiah Church Bible
Study, beginning February Feb 24 2:1-13 Mercy & Judgment Mar 30 4:13-5:6 Investing in Future
3 and continuing through
Mar 2
2:14-16 Faith & Works
Apr 6
5:7-20 Suffering & Prayer
April 6. Led by Messiah
member, Rich Valenta,
the focus will be the Book of James. Please bring your Bible, and we will provide a Study
Guide. Bible Study will begin at 7:30 pm, and will finish in one hour, closing with cake.
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Children’s and Family ministry
Family Movie Nights in
February 

First Communion Instruction 

Join us for a “mini-movie Series”
2 consecutive Fridays in February

Rio and Rio 2
See the animated movie Rio Feb. 5
and Rio 2 Feb. 12. Movies start
promptly at 6:30 E? in the
Community Room. Beat the winter
blues watching these colorful, cute
movies (rated G)! Popcorn is
provided. No cost to attend. Kids
can bring sleeping bags and
pillows for comfortable viewing.
All are invited - bring your friends!

Children in 2nd grade and
older can receive instruction
during Sunday School
beginning February 28 and
continuing on March 6, 13,
and April 3. First Communion
Catherine Puisto
will be celebrated the
Coordinator
of Children’s
weekend of April 9-10.
and
Family
Ministry
Families with children
nd
registered for 2 grade will
3 years old - 4th Grade
receive details by email.
Those who have 3rd or 4th Home phone: 608-838-4750
graders interested in taking
Email: familyministry
instruction are asked to
@messiahchurch.com
contact Catherine Puisto.

Youth and Family ministry
AGAPE Meal 
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 6:30 - 8:00 @A
Youth in both the Preconfirmation
and confirmation programs will
prepare for the upcoming Lenten
season with a shared meal followed
by interactive discussions and
activities. Evening begins
downstairs in the Social Hall with a
lasagna and pasta supper, salad
and garlic bread. Parent helpers
needed to assist with meal.

High School Dinner 
Tuesday, Feb. 2, 6:00 - 7:00 @A
Food and fellowship - all high
school youth are encouraged to

join us for dinner and fun. Take a
break from homework for good
food and friends.

Mission Trip 2016 
Meeting Saturday, Feb. 27, 6:00 @A
All youth in grades 8 - 12 are
encouraged to consider the
summer mission trip to the Cass
Lake/Leech Lake Reservation in
northern Minnesota. The trip will
be from Saturday, July 23 - Friday,
July 29. We have a limited number
of spots available. Join us on
Saturday after the 5:00 E? worship
service to discuss details and to
submit your registration forms.

Teresa Palumbo
Coordinator of Youth and
Family Ministry
5th - 12th Grade

Text to: 608-279-7460
Email: youth
@messiahchurch.com
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As people of faith, we come together to
share in food, fun, exercise and conversation

Sharing in Fellowship

Opening Our Hearts for Lent

Yoga Is Back!

Saturday, Feb. 20, 9:00 - 11:00 am
Gather with women for spiritual
companionship and breakfast, followed
by a presentation on Spiritual Practices
for the Lenten Journey. Presenter Beth
O’Brien is a Benedictine Oblate, serving at
Holy Wisdom Monastery. $15 for
breakfast and the program. Holly Tunak
for information: 608-206-3400

Beginning Tuesday, Feb. 9 and ending
March 15 in the Community Room.
Classes will meet 6:30-7:30 pm, except
March 1, class will meet 5:30 - 6:30 pm.
The ability to easily move from the floor
to standing is helpful. Please bring a yoga
mat and block. Class will be led by
Leanne Widen and Holly Tunak. No signup required. A donation to benefit Breast
Cancer Recovery is appreciated.

Second Saturday Worship Service Please stay following
the service for Soda, Sangria and Treats! We launch this new
program on Feb. 13, and will have again on March 12 & April 9.
Thanks to Elaine and Jim McNeil for coordinating this festive
monthly event!

Drop-in any Wednesday and
join the coloring fun. Good
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm in the
conversation, and cheery art
Social Hall Suppers begin Feb.
projects for a winter day.
10 and continue through
We’ll provide the supplies.
March 16. A sign-up sheet is
posted on the kiosk in the
Older Kids, OK Club 
Narthex. Please sign-up to
bring soup (10 quarts), bread Wednesday, February 24 at
or to help with the clean-up. 12:00 pm in the Social Hall
Bring a dish to pass and your
Coloring Friends 
table service. New guest
Wednesdays at 10:00 am in
speakers each month. Share a
the Pastor’s Conference Room meal with your Messiah friends!

Lenten Soup Suppers 

Line Dancing 
Saturdays at 9:30 am in the
Community Room. This free class is
offered throughout the year. Fun
way to burn calories, while you learn
modern Line Dancing. Information:
Susan Sager, 608-249-8216

Concordia College Choir 
Friday, March 4 at 7:30 pm, Luther
Memorial Church. Plan to attend this
truly magnificent choir concert. Info:
concordiacollege.edu/choir
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Business manager’s report
The approved proposal was half to local
We are four weeks into 2016 
And the Pledged Revenue received to date is charities and half to principal payment on
the mortgage. We also approved the
$40,800 compared to the budget for the
2016 budget.
same time period of $30,500, so
we are $10,300 ahead of the
Tim Coulthart
Thank you, thank you to Joan
budget. One reason for this
Business
Manager and
and Bob Drake for the generous
quick start to the year was the
Treasurer
donation toward our debt
receipt of $10,000 in prepaid
reduction. Their substantial gift
pledges in 2015 for 2016.
Home phone: 608-222-0503 has decreased our Debt
Reduction payment schedule by
Email: timc
The financial results for 2015
@messiahchurch.com
12 months! What a terrific way
were very positive; we had a
to start the New Year!!!
General Fund surplus of $65,700
compared to 2014 when the
The current mortgage balance is $643,100, if
surplus was $53,100. At the Annual
Congregational meeting on January 24th we we make the minimum monthly mortgage
payment the loan will be paid off in 8 years.
voted on a plan to disburse these funds.

C:219: C02493; M5<O51. 2016
Please email Council questions to:
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Kay Peterson, President

608-222-5977

Holly Tunak, Vice Pres.

608-206-3400

JoAnn Marx, Secretary

608-576-5458

Tim Coulthart, Treasurer

608-222-0503

Employment

Opportunities

Receptionist and Office Support
The Receptionist and Office Support part-time staff
position of the church will report to the Pastor, who
will assign and coordinate tasks and responsibilities.
Some tasks include:
Coordinate and communicate with pastor,
parishioners, staff, visitors, and user groups as a
receptor and transmitter of information
• Support committees and the church council with
records, mailings, correspondence and other forms
of assistance, as necessary
• Open and close the office on a daily basis,
Monday - Friday

•
Bob Hartwig

608-222-7350

Glori Laundrie

608-222-2866

Lloyd Mennenga

608-839-3947

Dale Puisto

608-838-4750

Gene Qualmann

608-834-0423
608-239-0967

Jacob Wagner

Continued on page 9
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As people of faith, we come together to
work, serve and share the Good News.

Employment

Opportunities

personal protection, fraud protection and
prevention, and automobile driving
proficiency. Promote the learning of new crafts
or skills with classes. Conduct health activities
or enlist speakers to address health education.
Become more involved in the needs of the
community with group volunteer work.
Qualified candidates will demonstrate:
► Excellent interpersonal skills, verbal and
written communication skills, assertiveness
Examples of duties and responsibilities:
and leadership ability
Provide continuation and expansion of the
► Strong organizational skills and computer
Older Kids-OK Club with new activities and
proficiency
different types of outings. Also, form various
► Ability to work independently and maintain
new clubs or groups, and men’s and women’s
a positive attitude
ministry events. Advocate for Bible studies,
► Must possess satisfactory driver’s record
spiritual studies and prayer chains. Add
► Associate degree preferred
educational forums, discussion groups, such as ► Health education and background
Coordinator of Senior Adult Ministry
- - New Position
At the January 24, 2016, annual congregational
meeting, the membership approved the
Council’s recommendation to create a new
staff position, and to hire someone to perform
the duties and responsibilities of this position.
This part-time, salaried position will report
directly to the Pastor.

To apply, please send a cover letter and resume to Personnel Committee, Messiah Lutheran Church,
5202 Cottage Grove Rd., Madison, WI 53716, or via email: ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.

Receptionist and Office Support - cont.

►

Answer phone, respond to emails, greet and
direct visitors, sort and distribute mail, update
voice messages for services, holidays, office hours

►

•

Abilities and necessary skills include:
► Proficiency using computers and MS Office
Suite, including Word, Excel & Publisher,
WordPress web, Google docs and calendar
► Proficiency with office equipment: phone
system, fax, Risograph, copier, folder
► Ability to communicate clearly and
professionally with a wide variety of people
using email, phone and verbal skills

►

►

Highly detailed organizational skills
Basic writing and editing skills
Genuine hospitality, ability to answer
questions and inquiries with courtesy, and
ability to cooperate and work with both
Pastor and lay leaders in a professional
manner
Ability to handle confidential information
appropriately

Detailed job description and application
procedure is available on our website:
Messiahchurch.com. Apply by Feb. 5, 2016 for
consideration.
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February Birthdays
Jeff
Carter
Cole
Patrick
Jackson
Brian
Kim
Chris
Adelyn
Karah
Finn
Megan
Julie
Madonna
Andrew
Carrie
Dale
Wendy
Kole
Ethan
Shelby
Mike
Beckett
Emma
Amanda
Janice
Bill
Dean
Devin
Lori
Gary
Ross
Joan
John
Jim
Ian
Elsie
Violet
Jake
Trenton

Alexander ....... 14
Amundson ........5
Amundson ........5
Anderson...........8
Armstrong.........3
Bagley .............. 19
Bagley .................4
Ballentine ..........9
Bentler ............. 12
Bentler ................4
Bormann ......... 20
Bormann ......... 23
Burk .................. 28
Coulthart ........ 12
Cronk ............... 18
Cronk ..................5
Cruz .................. 19
Cruz .....................9
Dennis ............. 14
Deon ................ 13
Deon ...................7
Digman ..............8
Donner ............ 27
Donner ............ 27
Durkin .............. 19
Durkin .............. 14
Durkin .............. 16
Ericksen ..............8
Frank ................ 22
Groskreutz ..... 16
Hall ................... 22
Harford............ 28
Hemberger .... 22
Herrem ...............2
Herritz.................6
Hoffman ............2
Hollar ............... 28
Hollar ..................8
Hotchkiss........ 18
Imhoff .................2

Eric
Alexander
Jeri
Randall
Dane
Tisa
Norah
Shirley
Cash
Steve
Pat
Diana

Johnson ........... 20
Jurkuta ............. 22
Kamasky ............ 2
Kaminski ......... 14
Kirschner ........... 1
Kirschner ......... 15
Kleckner .......... 20
Klinkner ........... 18
Knocke ............... 4
Kowalski .......... 17
Krebs ................ 18
Krug .................... 4

Sarah
Olsen .................. 6
Riley
Olson ............... 22
Ron
Olson .................. 2
Kristie
Palovcsik ........... 3
Jen
Parkinson ....... 10
Ellie
Paulson ........... 13
Jan
Piddington .... 26
Joseph
Plautz.................. 6
Paula
Pope ................... 5
Erica
Rabehl ............. 18
Michael
Reinkober ......... 1
Jake
Reno ................ 10
Patty
Sauey ............... 22
Watch over your children,
Michelle
Schmid ............ 13
O Lord, as their days increase; Dan
Schultz ............ 12
bless and guide them wherever Emma
Schwarting .... 13
they may be. Strengthen,
Liam
Schwarting .... 13
comfort, and raise them up if
Taryn
Schwarting ....... 9
they fall, and in their hearts, may Jenna
Shinstine ........... 5
your peace, which passes all
Dwaine
Sievers ................ 6
understanding, abide with them Reid
Simon .............. 10
all the days of their lives.
Luka
Simpson ......... 16
- - Adapted from Book of Common Prayer Baylor
Skolaski........... 22
Sharon
Slechta ............... 4
Anthony
Lichtie .............. 15
Clint
Soule................... 8
Clare
Litwicki ............. 23
Josh
Swanton ............ 8
Sandra
Loomis ............. 19
Connie
Swed ................ 16
Sandy
Lovell ................ 19
Eli
Tecalero .......... 11
Julia
Lust ................... 29
Jessica
Tomberlin ......... 4
John
Mallow ............. 20
Kimberly
Topel ............... 16
Yvonne
Manthe ............ 18
Dane
Traeder ........... 25
Katie
Masters.............. 7
Brayden
Turnbill............ 19
Tim
Masters............ 28
Shannon
Turnbill............ 22
Todd
Menzel ............. 20
Sarah
Weise............... 21
Naoma
Michaelis......... 23
Marlene
Wold ................... 4
Dave
Moffett ............ 16
Chase
Wood ................. 6
John
Montague ...... 18
Claire
Zegadlo .......... 18
Diane
Nelson ............. 16
James
Zempel............... 7
Bonita
Ninnemann ...... 9
Please contact the office if you would
Heidi
O'Brien............. 28
like to be added to this birthday list.
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Life Celebrations
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever.
Psalm 107:1

Lent

2016

ASH WEDNESDAY, February 10
6:00 E?
7:00 E?

Soup Supper, Social Hall
Worship Service

WEDNESDAYS DURING LENT, February 17 - March 16

Wedding Anniversaries
Elizabeth & Patrick Reagan ................. 2-18-2006
Deborah & John Herrem...................... 2-23-1974
Jewell & Bill Nelson ................................ 2-12-1966
Bernice & Bob Hartwig ......................... 2-25-1961

New Members in January - Welcome!
Dominic, Laura and Kaleena Lombardo
James and Kirsten Mork

6:00 E?
7:00 E?
7:30 E?
8:30 E?

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY, March 20
Regular Saturday & Sunday Worship Services

HOLY WEEK
7:00 E?

Easter Day - March 27
8:15 @? Worship Service of the Lord’s Resurrection
9:00 @? Brunch - Youth Fundraiser, Social Hall
10:30 @? Worship Service of the Lord’s Resurrection

Soup Supper, Social Hall
Worship Service
Bible Study, Conference Room
Cake and Coffee

1:00 E?
7:00 E?
5:00 E?

If you have decided to make Messiah
your church home, please fill out a
Welcome Card found in the church
pew envelope holders or contact the
office directly. Thank you and
Welcome!

March 24, Maundy Thursday
Worship Service
March 25, Good Friday
Worship Service
March 25, Good Friday
Worship Service
March 26, Easter Vigil of the
Lord’s Resurrection
ALTAR FLOWERS Flower
sponsorships are available
weekly, throughout the year.
Dedications can be in honor or in
memory of a loved one, in
celebration of a birthday,
anniversary or other milestone,
or in thanksgiving for friends or
family. Your dedication will be
printed in the worship bulletin. If
you choose to leave your flowers,
they will be donated to a
homebound - shut-in member
of our church. Please call or
email the church office for
available dates. 608-222-3833

5202 Cottage Grove Rd.
Madison WI 53716

Nonprofit Organization
U. S. Postage
PAID
Madison, Wisconsin
Permit No. 999

R9JKC8 S9Cd<=9 R9eK9DJ9F

Worship Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 E? Evening Worship
with Candle Light
Sundays
8:15 @? Traditional
Worship Service
10:30 @? Celebrate
Worship Service
- - Childcare available - Sunday School
9:30-10:20 @?

and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and
without price.
Why do you spend your
money for that which is
not bread,
and your labor for that
which does not satisfy?
Incline your ear,
and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an
everlasting covenant,
my steadfast,
sure love for David.

