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Messiah Lutheran Church
Monthly Newsletter
Newsletter submissions are due
on the 15th of each previous
month. Email submissions to
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com.

From The Bishop

Pastor: Rev. Jeff Vanden Heuvel
pastorjeff@messiahchurch.com
Saturday Worship
5:00 p.m. Candle light Liturgy
Sunday Worship
8:15 a.m. Traditional Liturgy
10:30 a.m. Celebrate Liturgy
Childcare available
Sunday School
9:30-10:20 a.m.
Senior Choir Practice
Thursdays 7:30 p.m.
Celebrate Choir Practice
Sundays 9:45-10:20 a.m.

Church Office Hours
M-F 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tel: 222-3833
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Heather Sokasits
& Annette Durkin

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Racism remains an enduring crisis in the United States. As
Lutheran Christians, we must continue our involvement in
and commitment to the important work of naming racism
as a sin – a violation of God’s intention for humanity.
Please join me for another live webcast on “Confronting
Racism: A Holy Yearning” – Jan. 14 at 8 p.m. (CST). This
conversation will focus on offering a variety of perspectives
on the U.S. criminal justice system. As with the previous
webcast, we will continue to ground the webcast by two
commitments. One is this church’s proclamation of Christ
and the confidence that this good news brings to set us
free from the captivity of racism. The second is this church’s
enduring commitment to address the complexity of racism
and end discrimination.
God's peace,

Preschool Office 222-3833
M,W,F 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Bobbie Rodgers
Giving Questions
Tim Coulthart 222-0503
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The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

From The Pastor
Rev. Jeff Vanden Heuvel

The Washington Times carried a story a few
years ago about former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. According to this newspaper
article, Dr. Rice once described to a Sunday
school class at National Presbyterian Church in
Washington, how she had drifted from her
Christian faith and how God reached out and
brought her back:
I was a preacher's kid, says Dr. Rice, so Sundays
were church, no doubt about that. The church
was the center of our lives. In segregated black
Birmingham of the late 1950s and early 1960s,
the church was not just a place of worship. It
was the place where families gathered; it was
the social center of the community, too.
Although I never doubted the existence of God,
Dr. Rice continues, I think like all people I've
had some ups and downs in my faith. When I
first moved to California in 1981 to join the faculty at Stanford, there were a lot of years when I
was not attending church regularly. I was traveling a lot. I was a specialist in international politics, so I was always traveling abroad. I was always in another time zone.

I said, 'Yes.' They said they were looking for
someone to play the piano at church. It was a
little African-American church right in the center
of Palo Alto -a Baptist church. So I started playing for that church. That got me regularly back
into churchgoing. I don't play gospel very well I
play Brahms and you know how black ministers
will start a song and the musicians will pick it
up? I had no idea what I was doing and so I
called my mother, who had played for Baptist
churches.
‘Mother,' I said, 'they just start. How am I supposed to do this?' She said, 'Honey, play in C
and they'll come back to you.' And that's true,
says Dr. Rice, If you play in the key of C, people
will come back. I tell that story, she goes on,
because I thought to myself, 'My goodness, God
has a long reach.' I mean, in the Lucky's Supermarket on a Sunday morning!

I love that story of Condoleezza Rice because I
believe it is an Epiphany story. And before we
enter into the Season of Lent this year we need
to stop and reflect on our short season of
Epiphany. Epiphany is a Greek word that means
to reveal. Anytime we discover the long reach
One Sunday I was in the Lucky's Supermarket
of God – this is an Epiphany. It is good to begin
not very far from my house. I will never forget I a New Year with a reflection on epiphany for I
was standing in the spice aisle and right there
believe that if you look you will discover the
among the spices an African-American man
long reach of God this year – God will indeed
walked up to me and said he was buying some
be revealed to you. For some of us, this year
things for his church picnic. And he said, 'Do you will bring moments of trial, times when we are
play the piano by any chance?'
lonely or discouraged. The Season of Epiphany
is a promise that even in those moments the
Divine will be revealed to us and God will reach
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From the Pastor, continued

out to us. Perhaps this year will
bring moments of goodbye
and every goodbye contains
sorrow and sadness. The Season of Epiphany is a promise
that even in every goodbye,
even in times of the deepest
grief, the Divine will be revealed to us and God will
reach out to us. And for all of
us this year will bring moments of change and all
change has its challenges - the

new job, the new school, the
new relationship, the new child
– all change is challenging. The
Season of Epiphany is a promise that no matter the change
or trial somewhere, somehow
the Divine will be revealed to
us and God will reach out to
us. If we look closely this year
and if our hearts are open we
will discover the long reach of
God.

Happy Epiphany

to my Messiah family
and

Happy New Year
to all my friends!

Treasurer’s Update

By Tim Coulthart, Treasurer & Business Manager
December and 2015 are both
coming to a close and our
church finances are in good
shape. Your thoughtful giving
to the General, Capital and
Debt Reduction Funds have
exceeded our expectations.
The Pledged Offering received
through 51 weeks (Dec. 20th)
was $404,500, while the
budget for 51 weeks was
$351,300, so we are $53,200
ahead of the budget. This
generous giving combined
with our spending within our
budget means that at the end
of the year our revenues will
exceed our expenses.
The Pledge Fund Drive results
Page 4

through December 20th; for
the General Fund 235 families
have pledged $286,100 for
2016, this is an increase of over
7 percent from the 218 pledge
cards we received last year. For
the Debt Reduction Fund 121
families have pledged $80,623.
Our goal for the Debt
Reduction Fund was $105,000.
There is still time to turn in
your pledge cards.
At our most recent council
meeting we discussed what
should be done with the
excess revenues over expenses.
Similar to what was done the
past five years we formulated a
plan for these funds. The plan
that will go before the

congregation at the Annual
Meeting on January 24th is:
one half of the excess will go
to our Local Mission partners
(Campus Ministries, Domestic
Abuse Intervention Services,
Jail Ministry, Porchlight, Rescue
Mission, Road Home and the
South Central Synod of
Wisconsin), one half to an
immediate payment to
principal.
Want to go GREEN?
Most members of Messiah receive
a link to the current .pdf copy of the
this newsletter with each week’s
email announcements. For those
who would like to discontinue receiving this newsletter in hard copy,
please send a quick email to
ourchurch.messiahchurch.com.

THE 2016 BUDGET
The 2016 budget was
approved by the council at the
meeting on December 8th and
is included as the green insert.
Pledge Revenue in the budget
is based on the following
factors; Current Year
collections, Next Year Pledges
and past history, based on
these three factors we have set
the amount at $396,900, we
believe this amount is realistic
based on the information
provided.
I want to draw your attention
to four items in the budget, 2
new positions – (Coordinator
of Senior Adult Ministries,
Evangelism Assistant) and
increases in the Pastor’s
compensation package and
increases in Staff salaries.

The Coordinator position was
outlined in the August 2015
column. The Evangelism
Assistant was carved out of the
Office Manager position as we
reduced the hours of the
Office Manager from 30 to 20
per week with the Evangelism
Assistant working 10 hours per
week.
The discussions about the
salaries started in the late
summer with the council
wishing to increase the
Pastor’s compensation
package, we did that in couple
of ways a direct increase in
pay, the increase in
reimbursable expenses and
health insurance coverage. For
staff we waited until near the
end of the budget process to
see how the year end finances

would turn out. As mentioned
above we will have another
surplus. To recognize the
growth in the congregation (a
40 percent increase in
attendance over the past 5
years) and the increase in time
spent by the part time staff on
the growing congregation we
increased salaries by $1,000 for
each of the salaried staff and
increased the hourly staff from
5 – 10 percent.
The 2016 budget will be
discussed and voted on at the
Annual Meeting on January
24th. If you have budget
questions feel free to ask me
on a Sunday, give me a call at
(222-0503) or send me an
email at
(timc@messiahchurch.com).

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 2015-16
Any questions may be emailed to the church.
ourchurch@messiahchurch.com

Please join us for Messiah’s
Congregational Meeting
on Sunday, January 24
between services to vote to
approve on this year’s budget.

Kay Peterson, President

(608) 222-5977

Holly Tunak, V.P.

(608) 206-3400

JoAnn Marx, Secretary

(608) 576-5458

Tim Coulthart, Treasurer

(608) 222-0503

Bob Hartwig

(608) 222-7350

Glorie Laundrie

(608) 222-2866

Lloyd Mennenga

(608) 839-3947

Dale Puisto

(608) 838-4750

Gene Qualmann

(608) 834-0423
(608) 239-0967

Jacob Wagner
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CELEBRATIONS
OF LIFE AT MESSIAH
New Members
The Cruz Family of Waterloo

The Goodyer Family of Madison
The McNeil Family of Madison
The Neitz family of McFarland
The Sharping Family of Madison
PLEASE REFER TO MARDI GRAS
LUNCHEON ON BACK PAGE.
If you and your family have decided to
make Messiah your church home this
holiday season, please fill out a Welcome Card found in the church pew
envelope holders or contact the office
directly. Thank you!

Please refer to the
Gathering Area kiosk
for the large flower
chart to select your
special day.
After the month of
February you can
sign up through the
office.
A donation of $35
would cover the cost
of one bouquet.
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December Baptisms
Kaleena Lombardo
Sky Ozmon-Gray

Cash Knocke
Isla Jeffers

Upcoming Wedding Anniversaries
Couple
Wedding Date
Denise and Jake Reno
01/07/2006
Lynn and Larry Schmitt
01/31/1976
Sharon and Lloyd Hinzman
01/17/1964
Jill Elliot and Martin Tecalero 01/01/2011
Doris and Bob Johnson
01/12/1986
Marie and Ron Watters
01/05/1985
If your anniversary was not published this month
please contact the church office.

SIGN UP FOR ALTAR FLOWERS

Every week beautiful flowers grace the
altar in our Sanctuary. Sponsoring altar
flowers is a simple way to glorify God
and beautify the altar.
Dedications can be in honor of someone,
in memory of someone in celebration of
a birthday, anniversary or other milestone, or in thanksgiving
for friends or family. Your dedication will be printed in the
worship bulletin. You may request special colors or types of
flowers and they will be ordered for you from our local
florist. After worship services please pick up your flowers. If
the flower arrangements are not picked up by Tuesday they will
be donated to homebound/shut-in members of our church.
Thank you in advance!

Lenten Devotional
Writers Needed
You’re invited to write for
Messiah’s Lenten booklet.
Our theme is:

Come to the
Water
Writers receive a bible verse
and study materials to help
them prepare a short
devotional.
If you are willing to reflect
on a bible verse and share
from your own experience
please email
Catherine Puisto at
familyministry@messiahchurch.com

or pick up materials
on January 3.
Devotionals are needed by
January 15 because Ash
Wednesday is quite early
in 2016.

Mardi Gras Card Writing Gathering
Monday, January 18 10:00 a.m.
Cards and Connections Ministry is looking for
volunteers to meet at church, beginning at 10:00 am
and finishing by noon. We will be hand-writing cards
to Messiah members. We will provide the cards and
ideas on what to write. If you would like to
participate in this meaningful, much appreciated
ministry, please set this date on your calendar. For
information or questions, please contact Janice
Schmid at 608-358-0082.

Giving Thanks
Diane Iverson, Social Ministry—Thank you to the
following people that drove for Sunday Meals-onWheels during the month of December. Your service
to others is deeply appreciated - Laura, John & Joey
Mallow, Kim Dietzman & Glori Sabin, Ron & Jean
Smith, and Bonnie Hall.
Thanks so much to the congregation for your
continued support and generosity for the Christmas
projects we have been doing during the Christmas
holiday season – The Road Home, Domestic Abuse
Intervention Services, Y.W.C.A., the Christmas tree
loaded with mittens, gloves, hats and scarves for the
Salvation Army and the pudding boxes for
Christmas boxes at the East Side Community Center
at Truax.
Holly Tunak, Women’s Ministry—As the year
comes to an end a big thank you to the Women's
Ministry Team for their time, energy and ideas for
planning fun and inspiring events to nurture the
women of Messiah!
Page
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January Birthdays
First Name
Harold
Lorraine
Henry
Parker
Kate
Robert
John
Dave
Travis
Don
James
Maya
Michael
Paula
Katie
Isabel
Haley
Angelina
Jessica
Dillon
Vicki
Denise
Matt
Marilyn
Ron
Dean
Carl
Mason
Jacob
Lillyanna
Myra
Grace
Hayes
John
Cole
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Last Name
Amundson
Amundson
Anders Lund
Arnold
Bahr
Blake
Brendler
Bultman
Chapman
Chisman
Christianson
Cruz
Cutrano
Darr
DeBroux
Dennis
DiMartino
Dow
Dow
Engel
Fehrman
Feivor
Feuerstein
Foss
Fouts
Gingher
Gloede IV
Gray
Groskreutz
Gross
Gustafson
Hanson
Harbort
Harbort
Hauge

Date
1/5
1/31
1/23
1/10
1/11
1/24
1/6
1/17
1/9
1/19
1/18
1/27
1/19
1/1
1/22
1/22
1/14
1/4
1/25
1/15
1/13
1/25
1/26
1/24
1/31
1/29
1/28
1/4
1/30
1/27
1/17
1/29
1/13
1/28
1/28

First Name
Jan
Nancy
Bill
Timothy
Mark
Evan
Kjersti
Ryan
Lara
Amanda
Amelia
Julian
Chris
Gloria
Christopher
David
Janis
Craig
Derrick
Avrie
Elizabeth
Mack
Alice
John
Edwin
Katie
Alexander
Chris
Patti
Allison
Walker
Alex
Anthony
Bill

Last Name
Herold
Herritz
Hoffman
Hollar
Huth
Jellings
Kaech
Kaech
Kenny
Klein
Koopmann
Kraft
Larson
Laundrie
Laurent
Manthe
Markwart
Mathews
Maurer
McKenna
Meng
Michaelis
Miller
Miller
Monson
Musick
Nelson
Nelson
Newman
Nietz
Nietz

Date
1/9
1/20
1/20
1/1
1/18
1/6
1/18
1/17
1/18
1/27
1/26
1/24
1/19
1/13
1/5
1/6
1/4
1/3
1/24
1/19
1/13
1/23
1/1
1/5
1/22
1/14
1/5
1/28
1/7
1/22
1/30

NievesReyes
Opalewski
Paulos

1/25
1/24
1/13

First Name
Stacey
Tammi
Thomas
Rebecca
Jeff
Morgan
Callahan
Amy
Elise
Kurt
Kim
Ava
Ella
Pierre
Sabrina
Bob
Fiona
Tony
Landon
David
Angel
Tara
Shirley
Mary
Sierra
Chad
Derrick
Laura
Annie
Easton
Peggy
Christine
Madeline

Last Name
Paulos
Pete
Pete
Plourd
Regel
Riley
Rossman
Schroeder
Schuman
Schwarting
Shinstine
Stolarzyk
Stolarzyk
Tan
Tate
Thompson
Tully
Turnbill
Turnbill
Uselman
Valdes
Von Dollen
Wallace
Wanless
Wiebel
Wood
Wood
Wright
Zantow
Zempel
Ziege
Zwergel
Zwergel

Date
1/23
1/29
1/9
1/14
1/11
1/30
1/26
1/17
1/1
1/11
1/3
1/17
1/11
1/31
1/15
1/3
1/8
1/7
1/16
1/30
1/1
1/22
1/9
1/12
1/11
1/28
1/14
1/29
1/26
1/28
1/7
1/10
1/5

Community Connections
O.K. Club meets again in January
Wednesday, January 27 at noon

Please join us for our next potluck
luncheon and speaker in January.
We meet in the Fellowship Hall on the last
Wednesday of each month. Please bring a
dish to pass and your table service. Various
speakers attend to share valuable and
entertaining information with the group.
This group is seeking new leadership this
fall and also some volunteers to help setup and clean-up. Contact Doris with any
questions at (608) 222-3812.
Ladies' Coloring Friends Group
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the community room

Materials are provided. The Coordinator
is Naoma Michaelis at (608) 298-7788.
Ladies’ Line Dancing Class
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. in the community room

Free class offered year round in modern
line dancing. Fun way to burn away those
Christmas calories. The Coordinator is
Susan Sager at (608) 249-8216.
Column Newsletter Assembly Group
Friday, January 29 at 9:30 a.m.

A group of 5-15 volunteers meets monthly
to assemble this newsletter. We meet at
9:30 in the Gathering area. Call Heather in
the office for details.

Messiah’s Sunday Senior Choir

Thursday evening rehearsals at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Senior choir is taking a winter
break. Rehearsals will begin again on
January 14th. Please contact Clyde Nyhus
with any questions at 516-4926.

EMMCA's Senior Nutrition Sites

(Serving at Noon M-TH)
EMMCA and Dane County provide lunches
Monday through Friday to area seniors.
Program at 11:00 a.m., Meal at 12:00
noon.
Monday
Tuesday

Monona Meadows - 250 Femrite Drive.
Messiah Lutheran - 5202 Cottage
Grove Road
Wednesday Monona Meadows - 250 Femrite Drive.
Thursday
Messiah Lutheran - 5202 Cottage
Grove Road. Program at 11:00 a.m.,
Meal at 12:00 noon.
Friday
Cranberry Creek - 1501 Lake Point
Drive. Breakfast only is served between
8:30-10:30 a.m..
Donation: Those 60 and older $4.00, or what you
are able. Those under 60 pay $7.50, the cost of the
lunch meal or on Friday order from the regularly
priced Cranberry Creek breakfast menu.
To Reserve a lunch: Call 608-223-3100 by 10:00
a.m. the day before you wish to eat a meal. To order a
meal for Monday, call by 10:00 a.m. on Friday.
To Reserve a ride: Call Transit Solutions at 608-2948747 by 10:00 a.m. the day before you need a ride.
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Children’s and Family Ministry News
Catherine Puisto, Children’s and Family Ministry Coordinator
Phone: (608) 838-4750
Email: familyministry@MessiahChurch.com

Sunday School Resumes
Classes restart on January 3, after our time
off at Christmas.
Family Movie Night
“Muppets from Space”
Join us for an enjoyable evening watching
a family friendly movie on January 8, 6:30
p.m. in the Community Room. There is no
cost to attend. Popcorn is provided. Kids
are encouraged to bring sleeping bags
and pillows. All are welcome to join the
fun and bring your friends!
From Commonsense.org: “Muppets from
Space” is classic Muppet fare with jokes to
keep the parents happy and a fun story
for kids, with the valuable theme of an
outcast trying to find his place in the
world. There are some mildly suspenseful
moments and lots of comic action
sequences in which some of the beloved
Muppet creatures particularly Gonzo, are
in danger -- lightning hits, a kidnapping,
pratfalls, a Miss Piggy "punch-out" -- all
exaggerated and meant to be funny rather
than scary.”
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Sunday School Service Project
Triangle Ministries has asked us to provide
additional care bags for residents who get
a cold or the flu. Donations of the
following are needed: chicken noodle
soup (in cans), saltine crackers, Gatorade
(32 ounce bottles of regular, not diet or
reduced calorie), facial tissues (small boxes
preferred), tubes of lip balm, cough drops
(small bags or small boxes). Collection
bins will be in the Community Room.
Everyone is invited to help with donations.
Thank you for helping us to help others.

Instruction for First Communion
Children in 2nd grade and older are
invited to prepare for First Communion
during Lent. Instruction begins on
February 28 during Sunday School.
Classes dates are: Feb. 28., March 6,
March 13, and April 3. We do not meet
on Palm Sunday or Easter. First
Communion will be celebrated the
weekend of April 9 - 10. Information will
be sent to families who are interested in
having a child take part. Contact
Catherine with any questions.

Youth and Family Ministry News
Teresa Palumbo, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Text to (608) 279-7460
Email: youth@MessiahChurch.com

Confirmation and Preconfirmation
classes resume on Wednesday, January
6 with a pizza night beginning at 6:15
p.m. Students should gather in the
community room for pizza on 1/6 and
not the downstairs social hall.

Mission Trip
2016:
All youth in
grades 8-12 are
encouraged to
register for the
summer mission
Youth AGAPE Meal
trip to the Cass
Wednesday, February 3 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Lake/Leech Lake
Youth in both programs will prepare for
Reservation in
the upcoming Lenten season with a shared
northern Minnesota. The trip will be from
meal followed by interactive discussions
Saturday, July 23 through Friday, July 29.
and activities. The evening begins in the
We have a limited number of spots
downstairs fellowship hall with a lasagna
available. Please RSVP to Teresa.
and pasta supper, salad and garlic bread.
Registration forms are available upon
Parent helpers needed to assist with the
request.
meal.
High School Dinner and Holiday Party
Tuesday, January 5 from 6-7:30 p.m.
All high school youth and mentors are
invited to gather for dinner followed by
holiday festivities. Please bring a gift to
exchange (under $5 or a something
homemade…be creative!) Taco Tuesday
spectacular!!
Messiah high school youth volunteering
at Oakwood east. A wonderful way to
celebrate the season!
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JANUARY 2016
Editors:
Pastor Jeff
Preschool Director
Children’s Ministry
Youth and H.S. Ministry
Woman’s Ministry
Outreach Ministry
Business Manager

Jeff Vanden Heuvel
Bobbie Rogers
Catherine Puisto
Teresa Palumbo
Holly Tunak
Diane Iverson
Darilee Nelson
Tim Coulthart

225-9112 cell
222-3833
838-4750 cell
279-7460 cell
206-3400
242-0462
222-4929
222-0503 cell

MESSIAH CHURCH OFFICE: 222-3833
OFFICE HOURS: M-F 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Email: ourchurch@messiahchurch.com
Pastor Jeff: jeffvandenheuval@gmail.com
Heather Sokasits, Administrative Assistant
Annette Durkin, Evangelism Assistant

Mark Your Calendars:

Mardi Gras Luncheon

In Celebration of
Community
at Messiah
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Sunday, February 7
following the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Celebrate our new members and the community at
Messiah! The church staff extends a big “thank you” to
the Messiah community with a Mardi Gras themed
appreciation meal. The whole church family is invited to
celebrate our new members and the innumerable ways
we each serve others in Jesus' name.
Sub sandwiches will be available in addition to Cajun food.

